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EDITOR’S LETTER

Dear fellow-travellets,

With this issue of this little paper we have emtered upon one more year of its ministry—the forty-
second]. ..

Let us’' immediately express our very sincere wish that this year will be one of great blessing to
every one of our readers. May it be a year in which our ‘beloved Lord has a great increase in the
possession of His inheritance, and one in wiich His people come into a great enlamgementt of theirs,
1n Him.

We shall count upon the continuous prayer-fellowship of each one of you that we shall be en-
abled, to help i both of these directions by the medium of these pages.

Need is undoubted: Christ is all-sufffcieentt; but our capacity is so snnall. In a new way, or with

we have been burdened with the need of so many scattered and hun . Wiée

de need to know that mighty resurrection-life winich can make the small handful of “ldaz¢esaardt
fishes” expand to the multitude for whom the Great Shepherd has eampassion,

I personally take this opportunity of once again sharing with you, and asking iv ou to share with
ine, this very practical concern. Does the Lord really want me to spend this year in “j¢airrieasoftft??
The calls afe many ; some quite pressing, and these would lead me practically figlilt round the
woild. But the hysical conditions of increased years make it hecessary to be very sute of the Lord’s
will and to kﬂow His enablement in a fuller way thagn ever.
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My owm inclination would be towawrd cemtres or a centre {0 which the Lord’s people might come:
and return to their location to fulfill the ministry. I am especially concerned for the Lord’s servants,
that their ministry may be enriched and the vision of the Lord and His essential purpose may be
fullee and clearer. Yow will, I am sure, join me in prayer over this matter.

At the time of writing I am having to face a very urgent and pressing ¢ Macedionian cuyy’ firoumm
the Far East again, 1mmeoﬁmvéj’y It mmn)bbethhalaannmemﬂll Ibbea ddelddid rttisic onneetitiorbkifoset ks
issue is mailedl.

Forgive the very personal note in this letter, but our readers havmg ven such a personal ex-

sslon of their appreciation of this mimstry T feel sure that 1o idea ersonal importaﬂee will,
ggeattaehed by them to this approach. - 37T P "QANNEL

The semse aff andl slmmmmlg;mmms wwtmmmaelimmmae Soomecttveblee
books and booklets (including reprints of those not availab%e for sonie time) are now with the rint-
ers, and three new.books are ready to go to press. One of the books most called for—What is

—ifs AOW at the binders. We only regret that books take so long to print in these times. Anﬂeuﬁce-
thent will be made as the books are on hand. This is a ministry which can go on when we have gone:
to the Lord, and it can go where we are unable to go parsamailly.

When you think of the Editar and pray for him remember also his three helpsss; our fEeithfull
brother, CLIFFORD OGDEN, who has printed A Witnesss amdl a Testmtyy single-handed for a long
time, and who printedl many of the books. Also my two devoted secretaries—Miss GUY and Miss
READ, We four carry the full weigjint of alll that is entailed im getting) dinis sty @utt @xer e werlkdl.

There are many fierce battles related to it all, butt* He who hrettin dislimeawsd), dhilihdﬂlnmt aml we
trust will still delivest,! -

What a glorious thing it would be iff this should be the year of His appearing! Let us walk with
our faces tow:rd the light and our hearts inspired by * that blessed hope * to pour ourselves out for
Hiim, * till the day breaks, and the shadowsfllecaway.”

Love, and warmest greetings,
Yours im His grace,
T.AUSTIN-SPARKS.

P.S. to the Editor’s Letter.

Further to the note im the above letter, it is naw possible to say that provisional zmangements
have been made to leave for the Far East toward the end of this mamiin, January. We, my wife and
L will, the Lord willing, fly direct to Manila. Amy other calls will be eonsidered while we are there.
May we ask friends to note particulanlly that only personal letters of a nen-business. etrragter
should be addressed to me by name at the Witness and Testimony office. All business letters im 1e=
lation to the magazine, literature, ele., showld be addressed to The Epiror. This will avoid leng

delays by business letters being semt far afield. EDITOR
Persornll cdditesssrn dddarid a——
c/o Chinese Christiam Gospel Chapel,
1208, Soler Street,
Manila,
Philippines.
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“ AS IT WAS IN THIEE BEGINNING ™
(comtimmuat))
THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

Ikﬂ our quest for the secrets of the power in the Church * As it was in the beginning “—that is, im
sthe years immediiately subsequent to the great * Pentecost™—iit is ineviltzblle that we come on its re-
lationship to the world. This inevitability is forced upon us both by its spirit and conduct and by
the large place of referemce to the world inm the New Testament writings. The Lord Himself is re-
«nrded as having some very strong things to say about the world. John in his “Gospel” uses the
ward seventy-seven times. In chapter seventeen alone it occurs fifteen times. In his “[Letters™ it is
used some twenty-one times, In * Corinthians it is found twenty-two times, and it is referred to im
almost every other “ Letter ”,

Concerning the world, it is saidl:—
L. That it is something that Christ had to overcome, and which He said that He had overcome.
2. That in its entirety it lies im “ the wicked one ”, and has a *“ Prince ”.
3. That it is hostile and inimical to Godi, and that to be its friend is to be the enemy of Gaol.
4. That it is something out of which Christians have been taken, and are prayed for that—al-
though in it=—they may be kept from it
5 That it lies under condemmnation,and is to be destroyed.

Many more things are said about it, but we do not propose to enter into an analysis of the word
itself, or the difference in Greek words translated into this one word “weoldd \

But, perhaps, some may quote John iii. 16, over against the above—" God so loved the world
...." This great Scripture indicates the real meaning of wiat we are going to say. There is really no
coniradiction. In order to understand the contrast we have to ask the questiom: What is this thing
that is so out of favour with God, and—on the other hand—what is it that God so loved?

As to the first question it can be said at once that—im this semse of disfavour—" World ** does
not mean the framewuork, the sphere, the material and phical structure. Neither does it essenti-
ally mean the people within that structure. God does not ate mankind! “ World ” must therefore
mean something other, and we can, perhaps, indicate this by certain terms, such as: a nature, a dis-
position, 8 memmy,, a system, a constitution, a way! It is in all this that what is alien, hostile, and
contrary {0 God is inherent.

The “ World ” in this respect is outlawed by God because foreign to His owin nature and con-
stitution. It is here that this whole matter of * worldliness’ rests. This matter has suffered lament-
ably from over-simplification, and has resulted im many people being put into a false position.

For instance, “worldliness ' has been made a question of where people go (theatres,” pictures )
dances, etc., ete.), or how they diress and behave and talk. It has been said that to become a Cliritstiitam
such things must be abandomed and certain other things must take their place. Pamphlets have been
wiitten on: Should a Christian go to the theatre? —Smoke?—Driink alcoholic drink?—* Midke wp’?.
and so forth. This is to miss the point entirely, and can become as legalistic as Judaism, Really, iin
all this, no less a poiit is missed than that of the new birth itself, which, iff genuine,—resulting in the
1ﬁdwe1fiﬂg Spitit and life of God—willl answer all such questions from within.

Let us look more closely at this term * World * in the light of the Bible,

1. THE “WORLD” IS A NATURE

If, as we have noted, the world is hostile to God, and God to itt; iff it is something to be ** over=
come *, and from which the Christian musi be separated ; if friendship with it constitutes those ¢om-
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cerned “ enemies of God ”, then there must be something very evil about it: and what is more evil
than Satan himself? The Bible represents Satan as having become “the prince of this world” and.
its ““ god " by the consent and conquest of man, to whom the created earth was committed as a trust.

But let it be clearly understood that this change of government was no mere ‘ official * and formal
thing, so that Satan came to rule merely from an external position. He captured mind, heart, and.
will and inoculated man’s soul with his own nature, Man’s nature was changed, What was—and is.
—that nature?

All-mcluswely it is shown to be rlvalry with God ; that is:—

~ (a). To take the place of God.
(b). ‘To take God’s rights from Him,. and not let God be everything
(¢). To be independent of God, and self-sufficient, knowing better able to do better, or to do
without God.
(d). To be possessed of power, to control, to master, to rule, to be superior ; a revolt against sub :
jectlon and servanthood.

This is the nature w1th which—in greater or lesser degree—humamty has been impregnated. The
heart of this whole issue is ¢ selfhood ’, rather than ‘¢ Godhood’. How does it work out?

(a). It makes much more of the material and temporal than it does of the spiritual.
With God all things are viewed from the standpoint of spiritual value. That is His very nature.
“ God is a Spirit”’, not impersonal, but a spiritual person, The significance of persons in the Bible
—and even after—is the measure of the spiritual effect and fruit of their lives and work.
Satan will absorb and obsess with the matenal and temporal in order to rob of the spiritual or
to squeeze it out. '

(b). It makes everything of the present and blinds to the eternal,

What we have and can get now is the main consideration. This life is everything! This is the
real ; the eternal is unreal to the natural man.

This is a great point on which Satan tempted Christ and offered Him the world. On this point
Jesus overcame the world! In the world the séen is what matters.; the natural senses of perception
and evaluation wholly govern. The standard of © success ’ is that of what can be shown.

In many other ways the nature of this world is in contrast to that of God ; its standards, its
point of view, its values, its aims, its ‘ thoughts’, its ways, its spirit. One of the greatest features in
Christian_spiritual education is that of learnmcr "how altogether different are God’s thoughts, stand-
ards of values, and ways from our own.

2. THE “WORLD” IS A PRISON
The keeper of that prison is Satan himself.

The Bible represents the souls of men as in ‘ captivity ’, in ‘ bondage’, in *fetters’, in ‘ prison ’,

in the power of Satan’. It represents Christ as the Anointed Redeemer breaking into the world to

*“ proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound . He is the
Stronger than the strong man keeping his house!

The escape or deliverance of a soul from the world is fraught with very intense conflict, and for
ever after it is a battle to keep free of its influence, its power, and its down-drag.

3. THE “WORLD” IS A LIE

As man was at first trapped by a lie, so he remains the victim of what is false. The more a
person has of this world, the greater the disillusionment at the end. Its pleasures are a deceitful
stream which will fail at last Its riches bring no deep heart satlsfactron and the soul goes out as
naked as it came in.
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Jesus said that to gain the whole world at the expense of the soul is no bargain, The subtlety
bfa which man was first captured was im the fact that the trusth as to the ultimate result was not dis-
closed but hidden, Jesus left the people of His day im no doubt that they were blind, and demaomss-
trated 1t by miraclkss; that is by acts which only God could do.

There are degrees of blindness. There is the natural blindness which is umivenssdl; but which can .
be remedied by the grace and power of God. Andl there is the double blindness of prejudice and
pride added to nature, which is fatal. Such was the blindness of the ruling religious class of Christ’s
«fimne, and it cost them everything of hope. . ...

All that we have said, and. all that it implies can be tested by history, and, for Christians, by
experience.

“[In the begjimit the Church knew all this ; stood in the truth.of it, and taught it. Moreover,
the Holy Spirit nxade this very real,,In those diays a sgpivituzl compiivdipy with the world waes:disas-
trous. When those who had marketable goods and properties were turning them to account for the
furtherainee of the Gospel, there were.two who took advantage of the gg't_wgpt tiffit fhar tam-
selves. They took hold of the commercial element of the world and linked it with.the things of
Heaven, 1t Is later declared to be something put into the heatt by Satan. The result was disastrous fier
them, and the swift visitadiom of judgment lald down for all time the principle that comiercialism i
Divine things is fatal.

It was because of the allowed invasion of the world into the churches that their judgment was
«fftxcted, as recorded in ‘ the Reveltiion’, and—in some cases—* tline lknymstand removed ® The gt
deception which is costing the Church so much power is, that in order to influence the world, it is
necessary to be one with itt; to come down to its levell; to employ its methods ; to use its meas;
and to remove all distinctiveness between the Church and it. The truth is that the Church’s power
over the world is in proportiom to its separatiom from it. The question of ‘ attractii’ is to be an-
swered along the line of a perfectly joyous and satisfied Church without any of the world’s ﬁihiyulmm
This, we have demonstrated. There is a magnetism about the joy and enjoyment of wholly cons-
mitted and consecrated Christians which makes the warld’s methods vain,

So it was “ in the beginning ” despite persecution, ostracism, and much adversity. The secret off
the early power and growth of the Church was the greatness of the new world which had been
opened in Christ, and the Church’s entrance thereinto, Christ entitedyfilléddtredtrtiil|, aanttHesymeeeded
no plus. What it meant was the greatness'of Chiist aand dinsir @pprehension tharsoff.

Their independence of the world was their power over it. The sufficiency of Christ made that ir-
degmdmm It intrigued the world ; led to6 enquiry, investigation, and wistfulness ; even if it did pro-
voke the “ prince of this world ” to bitter jealousy and antagonism.

The Church may have to travel a long way back to recover its power and influence, but there is
Ao alternative, and the world will prove its undoing, disillusionment, and shame.

LEADERSHIP
OHAPTER EIGHT
THE APOSTLE PAUL

“BBe ye imitatorss of me, even as I also am @ff Christ in his conduct, and for anyone to take his
Christ"™ (I Corimttnransxii. ). advice and then go wiongl, would mean that Christ

would be implicated in the error. The would-be
Wk-@N a man says such a thing as this he as- leader will be conmmiiiied to a very full and exact
sumes a very heavy responsibility. He iavolves understanding of Christ and His ways.
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History has givemn ample evidence.that Paul was
well aware of the responsibility which he took up-
on himself, and moreover, to the fact that Paul was
a very safe leader im every Christly respect. So
that, when we come to a considieration of leadet-
ship as im the case of Paul, we are also seeln 5
leadership in the case of Christ in many essenti
respects. The comparison can be- mlade by the
reader without our indicating it in dktsil.

It would be superfluous for us to spend time
trying to prove that the Apostle Paul was a leader.
Everyone knows it to be so. No one in the whole
of this dispensation, after Christ, has .exerted more
influence upon -minds -and lives than. he, and he
is ‘to-day. making very- heavy gomg for the best
theololical brains. . .

Buit our concern is to bring the m]nent pomts off
his spiritual leadership into clear definition for all
who have any responsibillityy among God's people.
We shall indicate seven such factors im spiritual
leadership.

[ VISION
By “wisiinn' weemeaan dimnnasinggohtjgetivecaard]

E&fpese Paul was a man of immense energy, and
energies covered a vast number of details and
itemns, But Paul was not just tremendously active
with a view to gesting things diare. THtil, Hilswaas
adt a life of diffused aetiwaim fiot even gwod
werks. Evi Al wass tharmessed!
o ene_Elear pesiﬂve b&e@ﬂva Paul had seen
§Qﬁ?@§9 He ealled itt tile heavenly Viﬁtﬁn”
%@H g h@tt He §aid that he had been “

s Y aew

e Wik g61H0; whad his many-
Mm\wfe 4 t@ aﬁ wbatthe eﬂd@t
iebe He gaee en reeerd %
that gBjective

%9‘ 1§i6n and
gt 13 h enesu eet this messaek, it is
EE@E iﬁ] QH{ 1RISt f@§ HE Qfﬁlt l§
If fhere is 19 a’; fe
gﬁ%‘ €Sy & 18 g@fﬁi eat—,
666 aﬁd gev-

i —g ?H i1 H IVIfE PHpese.
e e

There will be disappointments discourage-
what i§ Hi§ full and supreme intention,

fments, Eeal&,andﬂem‘despalratnmes,b\n
there Saﬂ be no alternative or turning to some suib-

stitutes. The vislon, if givem by God, will be so
uch a patt of the leader as to be nothing less tiam

life or death to him. This is evidemt inm all the Sears.

: off dit], and @s mutlh @5 #n amy im the case of Paul

the Apostle.. «

II. EXPERIENCE

When we mentiom experience as being an essef-
tial im leadership, we are not necessarily thinking,
in terms of years, It may take time, but leadership
is a matter of quality rather than quantity. Leaders,
are ‘often those wio have had a great deal pressed
and oomwﬁra;r&ted into a shgft time[ and s
What we particuitauly mean by experience is that
the one concerned has—ihrough a deep,-and pet-
haps - drastlc, - hi - with God—beeame hifmself
Lt I Which b SIS fo Joad thers. No mete

eory or on is
vision, objective, and lis Eﬂneipl&s have been
vmuglint ifito hinsel. He is his messnge  THé@esis
a seqref power issuing from his personality which
comes, not firsily from intellestiual caviitiom bu,,
from God's ways with Hibn. The fen and his
message are one. He knows in his very being wiaat
he is talkmg abeut and aiming at. Ex-per-ience
{ust ‘means, that whieh ecomes euf of
ﬂal and ?f@@f It is akin to experitnsit; a ihing
tested to the test. Leadership rests upen this
ggggfqﬁg and being as the resuli ef testing apd

We have only to look at the Apostle Paul's par-
tlcular ministry and note how God dealt with him,
nait only from his new birth, but even from his
natural birth to see how all fitted in to that minis-
tey. Difficult—yes, impossible—as it may be to
believe it, there is a secret history of God in the life
chosen by Hiin for leadership, even before a living
knowledge of the Lord, and from the time of aew
bifth thefe is a history with God felated to pmfpose
e mest cases it is a deep Hikitaky andl
crshing ifte & atively sﬁm tifme of that
which thalees for reality and thakes mere theeries
almest abherrent.

III. ORIGINALITY

Going hand in hand with ex?erlence and, in-
deed,, just a slant thereof, is originality. This, as
its very nature, fules out effort or “tHpY tt0 Hoe
Gfigmﬂl’ Indeed, it is not aiming at being differ- .
emt; ﬂg off ¢ the beaten trask’, or anything ff
that d. Originality is net a delibefate dlseard-
ing ef oi@l oF exd orders with a view to siart-
ing someihing new. It is net the effert to Ihink of
sefmething that no ene has theught of before, 1t is
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nat being *ssmaart’ oprobdereer. Nditibeeriss ovigiiradlisy
imitatiom; that goes without saying, The word iit-
self just means “Heghinimad .\ THi$Si sSnvdtssoneeHiigg
<aught from anotheg of others. This is not some-
thing stored away in our unconscious minds and
how coming out, even without our iecognition
that it Is not our ewm. If is in the very nature of a
thing that Goyl does imuisttiat ittits so rexd|, wandia-
ful, and personal that we cannot believe that
anyone has ever knowin this before. One may
jpreach a eertain matter for years and then one
%ﬁh@ Lerd brings that life inte a living experi-

of the very thing and he—6r she—will come
aAd preach te yeu abeut it as theugh yeu were the
g{% ighe¥ant en the matier, Bui, see the life, the
Strep

, th@gfé_@&-.iﬂ ihe originall How ofteR it

be pertinent e repeat to. fﬁ&fg %E%%_@B@[@

e e, oo s of thvaclt ot Ghd o

t fl -

RF tell thee 1 sgm@?“ i ethel werds— Where

you get P

It is essential if others are to be led into ex-

perience, and not merely into teaching or theory,

tihat the leader is truly able to say,‘ The Lord has

mmade me know this’, In this matter the Apostle

Paul has left us in no .doubt. “ It was not after

men . . . neither did I receive it from man " (Gal.

i. 11, 12, &ig)).

Whether or not in the same measure, the truth

and principle must exist in all leadership.

IV. COURAGE

It might be thought to be most unn to
argue for courage im connection with leadership.
It seems so obvious. But it is not so obvious as all
that, Much depends upon: what is meant by
courage. Physical courage is one thim?: perhaps
the most comumonm Moral courage is another
thing: far less common, But spirituall courage is
still of another order, and the least common. We
are not going to spend time on the differences, but
rather upon geiting right te the heatt of the maiter.
Buit let Us say this, that the kind of courage which
is 6ur concern here does not ultimately rest u
anything natural. 1t may net rest upen either

Rysieal ef me¥sl e@mf{mm . Indeed, these ean
8 guite a mMiInuUS quantity.

In Pilate's judgment hall—ar adjoining it—diur-
ing Christ's trial, the man who had faced and
weathered many a violemt storm at sea; and the
man who believed that he could face any moral
test, was a pitiable sigiitt: reduced to abject cow-
ardice. In Jerugalbim—ieffuee the same authorities

=lkss than two months later, the one thing
noticed and recorded about him was his* %,
That is wiat we mean by ° spiritual courage °, ft is
not based on temperament, but is abowe temipera-
ment! Temperament or training may act and
behave at the dictates of policy and dijplomacy.
Temperament may hate the way of umpapilbaiiyy;
may fear to lose friends, standing, advantage.
Therefore in self-protection and 5@!?—pl'esel‘vaﬂﬁﬂ.
compromise will be the resort of back-door way
ouit of a dilemma. It could be worse, but this is
the weakest way. True courage is a any
cost—am principle, and no compromise  if com-
promise means, in the first place, sacrificing same
spiritual value, and, in the last place, merely post-
poning the crucial day. ~ * .. eCl .- - *

Courage is not just unreasumimg stinbbornness.
It is not unwillingness to be adjustathlls or to con-
fess to having made a mistake. It may be just the
opposite of these.

Courage is a clear knowimng) of essential Divine
principles and being willing to let go all personal
Interests on their behalf. Again, Paul's leadership
is so evidently of this sort.

V. BALANCE

It would at once be thought that when we im:-
mediately follow what we have been saying with
“Hadanesd,, weeazre takli Hiingy Haadk, Haecaisse,
so often, ‘ Balanoe® and * 558" axee quan-
fused. It could be so, but not always cortectly, The
best way of showing the difference will be i6 look
agaln at our Apostle, and in doing so, see a clear
reflection of our Lord in this particular kespect.

Few men have combined strong opposite fea-
tures in balamce more beautifully and effectively
than this example. That Paul was a man of very

owerful forces is unmistakable. Whatever he did,
e did It in strength. His own description of him-
self Is very true. “ So fight I, not as one that beat-
eth the air ...” (1 Cor. ix. 26) There was fo ait-
beating about Paul. If he struck, he struck bard
and reached his mark. The forces stored up in
that little B@d‘é_aﬁd mind were very powerful, and
balance with him was Ret weakness of character
or_feebleness . Balance in the case of
this leader is clearly seen in the combination of
austerity and kindness. He eould make the same
eople feel What he called *aarbdd, ,awdl meddtinto
8ars ip his sympathy and tenderness, He could—
like his Masief—leave these whe did Injury to
ptRers, of to Ged's interests, just devastaid and
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shamed, and—so to spealk—* wiitimutt 21 kg tio sstamnd
bn\. Andl yet, he could wim a grim baﬁ—-as in
Corinth—by sheer love and meekness,

It is not our intemfiom here to list the various
contrasts which were harmonized in Paul, but just
to point out that a true spiritual leader will not be
one who is alll will and no heart; all softness and

1o str ; alll cold reason and 1o etle
Imagination ; all sl gy.-mnitmﬁniﬂllﬁm a1
truthing it 1o lowee” (Eph. iv.. 159).

Balance denmands the countenpoise of opposites,
and ‘the man who would lead others mwust win
their confidence—if it :be possible—by holding
strength, fiimmness faithfullhrsss—ewven .t6 wounding
if needs be, i even proportion with understanding,
kindness, and sympathy.

VL. ‘DEPENDERNCE UPON GOD

Perhaps it would be considered to have more
point if this particular feature of leadership were
set 1in the context of natural inefficiency. That is,
if the one im view were lacking in the things which
naturally make for leadership. For instance; iif
“Hintht httadining, eddicasionn), intédHentahl gaoweer,
social statuss, persmradiiyy, and such like qualifica-
tions, attainments and abilities were of a very
ordinary or meagre kind. Then we could well un-
derstand and adppreeiate: a real and honest depend-
It puts. Goal' ther different complexdiom

t puts an altogether di o upon
the s?tuatiwhem- all of these things are present
to any unusual degree ;andl itt aypens dhe dvar 4o &
very setlous conclusion. If it was true of -the
Apostle Paul that, possessing all these'natural ad-
vanitages beyond most men; he was a fan who
had to—and knew that he had to—depend upon
Gadl for everytiimg, aaidd thagtapastt fifeem Goddhlee
was really impetent, then we are foreed to serious
conelusions,

It would be too big and too long a piece of work
to gather all the evidences of that dependence. All
that we know from his owi jpen off ks “irfifimitides
“weakitesss,\eaniratties dorppayyenihahbewvaldcbee
helpeil; his acknowledgment of “hedip reeedived]
from Gail"; and the one great declaration—* W
despaired of life ; we had the answer that it was
death, that we migjid not trust in ourselves but in
Gail who raiseth the dead ” (Il Cor. i.. 8, 9). We
should have to include all that teaching on
“Faitih” which was the very basis of his life.
What conclusions are we forced to by this case?

Obviously, the first is that, whatever value the
sovereignty of God may have in such natural fea-

tures, by themmsdiess thbgy arte nno ggareaardee ofif.
spiritwel] leadership. Should ever a man called to
spiritual leadership tend to Nigan to his owin un-
derstanding ’ he will find himself confounded, Thed
Anointing is an Extra to the fullest and best, and
—anote this—is of another order of qualification.-
This leads on to a further conclusion. If is thet
natural or acquited abilities are—at most—only
servants, not masters. They belong to the soul’,
ie, intellest, emotiom, and will, -for sueh .is the:
meaning, of the word *“nagiisdl < ininthéheNdew
Testament.  The soul is the.seivant of _the-fdgmt.
and it is in and through the humap spirit * b
anew " that the Holy Spirit dwells and werks. The-
soul is that by which humasm  cOMBNMIEAEON &
nade as from man t6 man. Reasen helps reasen:
Hesart helps heart. Will helps will, This l_% alll,
ood, but it remains en the natural level yptl e
xtra of the Aneinting enters by the spirit. Then
things meve en te.the etsfRal level With issues
that are mueh mere far-reaching. It is just here
that dependenee has its real meammn; but it re-
iggge% ;elthe WheIE thaan=spRiii! sl 2 Baeny; ;%
U é ) - '

Vil. LOYALTY

It would be difficult to say with finality which is
the greatest of all virtues ; but in trying to reach
such a conclusion we should find ourselves under
considerable obligtiinn to place loyalty very high
up, if not at the top. Loyalty includes so many
things, like faithfulness, trustworthiness, fidelity,
constancy, generosity, and so on, It Is so great a
virtue because it is in such definite contrast {6 the
mesnest and most contemptible of traits.
Treachery coulld be placed at the boitom of the
scale, with its evil broed, especially the inuende.
Ot alll the poison darts iR & quiver there are few
mere sinister than the inuende. 1t is the resert of
the coward whe hides behind a eovey of insinua-
tions apd refdses to eome right et inte the epen.
Aspersions are eFel Weapens.

With all that we know of wirong, weakness,
nieanness and disloysly in churches and people,
it is more than impressive to note how the Apostle
Paul refused to speak or wwite of it to aither
churches and persoms. We are much disgusted
with a lot at Coviidthh that was deplorably unjust,
unfair, unkindl, and grossly selfish. But we never
find Paul “léeitirpg tHeem ddovat *tad@thecnincioies.
Rather does he mnake the best of them. His loyalty
findis rich expression im his lists of people. Paul
would never stoop to try and strengthen himselt by



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 42 Aﬁ?ﬁ@ﬂgﬁmu ARY. 1964

.demeaning someone else. He was a man who
would—if such could be found—find some exten-
vating explanation for a seeming—or actual—de-
linquency when it was a matter of talking to
others. To the delinquent he would be absolutely
faithful and frank. You could rely on him to stand
up for you, even if he knew well your failures.
Whatever might be said against him, it would
-Tequire the most contemptible of persons to lay a
.charge of being a ‘little ' man against him. He was
. 'too big a man to be jealous or disparaging. He
* mever thought or acted.lightly in the matter of

friendship. Friendship was a sacred thing with.him,
never to be cheaply thrown away, How very much
there is to say about this great virtue and factor of
loyalty, but with so little said, it is not difficult to .
see what an important and vital part it plays in
leadership. It was so largely this that justified
Paul in holding the position of spiritual leader
which he had. o o L
And in this respect, as in others, he was safe in
saying, e e

“ Folldw me, as I follow Christ .

« BEARING ABOUT IN THE BODY THE DYING OF THE LORD JESUS”

* Always bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body. For we which live are
dlway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that 1he
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our
mortal flesh” (1l Cor. iv,*IO, 11).

THIS fourth chapter of II Corinthians is the
Apostle Paul’s statement of power for ministry. He
shows us in these stirring verses that God is not
* looking for brilliant men, is not depending upon
eloquent men, is not shut up to the use of talented
men in sending His gospel out in the world. God is
looking for broken men who have judged them-
selves in the light of the cross of Christ. When He
wants anything done, He takes up men who have
-come to an end of themselves, and whose trust and
confidence is not in themselves but in God.
There wer? those who were calling in question
the apostleship of Paul himself, for he did not seem
to them to be what an apostle, according to their
estimation of the office, ought to be, There was not
the pomp nor the dignity they would expect, he did
not come to them with great swelling words, there
was no making anything of what he was after the
flesh, no drawing attention to his natural ability
or education ; and in this the method of the Apos-
* tle Paul was in very vivid contrast to the method
pursued by many to-day who pose as servants of
our Lord Jesus Christ. This man went through the
world a broken man, a lowly man, a man seeking
only the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
blessing of souls, a man who might have occupied
a very high place among the great and distin-
guished of the earth. But he was a man who for
Jesus’ sake had turned his back upon all that, and

C

could say, “ God forbid that I should glory, save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world ”
(Gal. vi. 14). That cross spoke of the deepest shame
and ignominy, and Paul gloried in it because
through the work that took place upon it his soul
had been saved, and he had learned that the
preaching of the cross, while it is “ to them that
perish foolishness ”, is “ unto us which are saved
the power of God ” (I Cor. 1. 18). And so he went
forth content to be broken in order that the light
of the grace of God might shine out.

You will notice in verse 6 that “ God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the know-
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellency of the power might be of God, and
not of us ”, It is easy to see what he has in mind.
He is thinking undoubtedly of that very striking
incident which we read in Judges, when Gideon
and his three hundred men took their lives in their
hands, were delivered unto death, as it were, and
went forth against the vast armies of the Midian-
ites. Surely no other army was accoutred as this
one. They carried in one hand a trumpet, and in
the other a pitcher, and in this pitcher was a lamp.
The light of the lamp was not seen though it was
already lit. It was not seen as long as it was in the
earthen jar. They surrounded the army of the
Midianites in the middle of the night, and sudden-
ly at the command of their leader the jars were
crashed to earth, and the light shone-out, and the
Midianites sprang up startled. They heard the
crash and saw the light, and thought that they were
surrounded by a tremendous army, and they
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turned their swords upon one another. It was God
through Gideon that led the army to victory, A
broken pitcher in order that light might shine out!
_ The apostle says, as it were, *“ That is it! 1f you

want to be a light for God in a world like this, be
content to be broken, to have your hopes, your
ambitions, all dashed to pieces, and then God can
take you up and use you in order to carry the light
of Christ to darkened hearts.” .

How are we broken? By affliction, by trouble, by
the discipline of the Lord, sometimes by sickness,
by pain and anguish.  All these are the divine
methods for breaking God’s pitchers in order that
the light may shine out to His praise and giory.
Men may misjudge us, misrepresent us, persecute
us bitterly ; we may not have enough food to eat
or water to drink ; we may be cast down ; we may
suffer all kinds of sorrows ; but it is all right if it
breaks us in order that God may be able the better
to use us. And so he says, “ We are troubled on
every side, but not distressed ; we are perplexed,
but not in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ;
cast down, but not destroyed ’;” for in all these ex-
periences we are. simply ““bearing about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also
of Jesus may be made manifest in our body.” He
*came from Godhead’s fullest glory down Lo
Calvary’s depth of woe.”

We sometimes sing a little hymn that always
stirs the heart. I remember hearing Dr. Torrey say
that he believed of all the hymns that were used
in his great meetings around the world, it was the
one that seemed to be most blessed of God to the
people, It is:

“ 1 surrender all,
I surrender all, .
All to Thee, my blessed Saviour,
I surrender all.”

But that hymn never had the appeal it ought to
have for my own heart until one day I found my-
self changing that chorus, I was thinking of Him
who though He was “ in the form of God, thought
equality with God not a thing to be grasped ; but
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men:. and being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross > (Phil. ii. 6 — 8). And
as my heart was occupied with Him, I found my-
self singing these words:

“ He surrendered all,
"He surrendered all,
All for me, my blessed Saviour,
He surrendered all.”

10

And then my heart said, “ O Lord, it will be easy
tq.sing it the other way now, for what have I to
give up, to surrender, in comparison with what
Thou didst give up in order.to redeem my guilty
soul from. going down to the pit?™ It is as you and.
I realise from day to day what it all meant to Him
that we can bear about in the body the dying of the:
Lord Jesus. Dying day by day to our own hopes.
and ambitions, dying to the good opinion of
people, dying to human praise and adulation, .to:
everything that the natural heart grasps, dying.in
the death of Jesus to it all, because He died for us
in order that.* the life of Jesus may be made mani-
fest in our body.” .
You will notice that verses 10 and 11 are very
much alike, and yet the great difference is this:
verse 10 suggests something that we do deliber-
ately, consciously, whereas verse 11 is something
that God does for us. What is it we are called upon
to do? * Always bearing about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus "—reminding ourselves.
every day that Jesus died for us, and because He
died for us we are gladly to put ourselves in the
place of death for Him, ‘
Looking back to the cross the apostle Paul could
say, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless L
live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me ™ (Gal. ii. 20). But this has to be
put into practice daily by putting my tastes and
ambitions in the place of death. That is my part.
But here is God’s part: “ We which live are alway
delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal
flesh.” You tell God that you are willing to take
the place of death with Christ, and He will see that
it is made good ; you tell God you are going to
trust Him, and He will test your faith and show
you what it means to trust Him ; you tell Him that
you are ready to surrender everything to Him, and
He will put you in the place where you will begin
to find out what full surrender really means. I do
not know of anything that it seems should have
such an appeal to the Christian heart along this
line as the frequent remembrance of our Lord
Jesus Christ in His death, and I think it is because
He realised that it is so easy for us to forget, that
He said to His disciples when He gave them this
memorial feast, “ This do in remembrance of me ”
(Luke xxii. 19). And the Holy Ghost said, “ As
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ve
do show the Lord’s death till he come ” (I Cor. xi.
26). Every time we are called upon thus to remem-
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ber the Lord it is 2 new challenge to ask ourselves,
“ Am I simply remembering Him in a cold, formal,
intellectual way because it is customary, or am [
truly in heart remembering the One who went
down beneath the dark waters of death for me,
.and am I truly ready now to always bear about in
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus?”

What a poor thing it is to come together in as-
semblies to participate in the communion of the
Lord’s Supper and then go out from the building
.and forget what it all really means, forget that our
Saviour died, that we are linked up with the One
-who died, and that He has left us an example that
we .should follow His steps—that is, we should
always bear about in the body the dying of the
Lord Jesus. This seems to me to be linked very
intimately with several Old Testament references
to which our attention is drawn in Hebrews xi. We
read, “ But Joseph, when he died, made mention
of the departing of the children of Israel ; and gave
commandment concerning his bones” (Heb. xi.
22), Did you ever stop and ask why the Holy Ghost
selected that particular incident to dwell upon? He
has instanced something that you and I would
probably have passed over altogether., What did
Joseph do? “ Gave commandment concerning his
bones ”. In Genesis 1. 25 we read where Joseph,
talking to the children of Israel, says, “ God will
surely visit you, and ye shall carry my bones from
hence. So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten
years old: and they embalmed him, and he was
put in a coffin in Egypt ”. That is the close of the
book of Genesis. What an odd way to close the
book! But God wants us to think about the bones
of Joseph. They are there in a coffin in Egypt, but
they are to be carried to Canaan. In Exodus xiii we
find that the children of Israel who have been
sheltered By the blood of the passover lamb are
now starting out for Canaan, and we read, *“ Moses
took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had
straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God
will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my
bones away with you” (Exod. xiii. 19). Who was
Joseph? He was the saviour of Israel, If it had
not been for him they had all been destroyed in the

famine, but he was their saviour, and now he says,
“ When you leave Egypt to go to Canaan, you
carry my bones with you.” When they left, they
were very careful to do as they were told, and all
the way across the sands of the desert wherever
that great caravan went, they were always bearing
about in the body the dying of Joseph.

I think I see that great procession winding its
way up over the hills ; and the Amalekites and the
Midianites looking at them in wonder say, * What
is that strange dark casket?” Presently they call an
Israclite and ask him, and he says, “ We were once
in greatest distress ; if God had not had mercy up-
on us we would have been left to die, but He
raised up a saviour for us, one of our own; his
name was Joseph and he delivered us; Joseph
saved us. But our saviour died, and we are 'march-
ing on to the land that our God has given us, and
until we get there, we carry with us the memorial
of death, the bones of Joseph. We can never for-
get him; he died, but we have the memorials
still.” And by and by when they reached the land,
when they got to the place that God Himself had
selected for them, we are told that after everything
else was properly attended to, “The bones of
Joseph, which the children of Israel brought out
of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of
ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor,
the father of Shechem, for an hundred pieces of
silver: and it became the inheritance of the chil-
dren of Joseph ™ (Joshua xxiv. 32). There was no
need to carry the bones of Joseph through the wil-
derness any more, for they were home now. And,
beloved, you and I are passing on through the wil-
derness of this world, we will soon be at Home,
but until we reach there we are called upon to bear
about in the body the dying of Jesus, and as we re-
member Him in the breaking of bread and the
drinking of the cup, we should challenge our own
hearts: Are we simply looking objectively toward
that cross and saying, “ There our Saviour died ”,
or are we seeking day by day to practically make
it manifest that His death means more to us than
all that this world glories in? :
H. A. 1. (SELECTED)

11
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THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE MYSTERY
CHAPTER NINE
THE “WIYSTERY?® OR DPIVINE SECRET IN THE LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS

:[II—I—H{E are, surely, very few people for whom
this Letter does not have a very wanm place, Its
genieral nature of warm love, pure joy, and trans-
parent purity. endears it to all hearts, while some
of gg platftiwla{ parts have ftas@md g htﬁi he?ft anﬁd
ii) is enly necessary to say plans

16 oF “i.P ffoF iHIskHIES, atiddetree m@%klﬁn@us

It is, however, to add to the value of this Letter,
rather than to take from it, to see it in relatiom to
the whole * stewiardistipn’ of its writer. It is a point
of immense value and importance to see all parts
of the Bible i their greater setting rather than just
in the occasion of their immediate object. Being
G@d’g Word—God who is eternal, universal and jin-
ite breathes that supef-tempefal character into
1 tlaat emwnates from Him—no smallest portion
@aﬁ ever be exhausted as to its comiant; preach on
it hewsesver many timesysw may ; ift 36 sill be-
yend you!.

Although the word “ mystery’ does mot aocur iin
the Letter to the Philippians, it is as implicitly
there as adywhere. Although each of the three
letters wiritten im prison was' given a particular

eemplexien relative to its destination, it is clear
that beneath and behind them alll the Apostle’s

mind was werking on the same llimmrﬂﬁam
and t_t{a@ai Was h %1%% called the * i Thiiis
I§ guite apparen we esmpafe 81S

9 ?mn_ . i 21, Philippians ii, 10 anhd Eph-
£sians i. 10 and @@l@§§l§lﬂ§i 16-20.

With this evidence of the deeper and vaster men-
tal background we are brought to the immense im-
lication of that classic section of the Letter to the
hilippisns marked in the arrangement chapter i
verses 5 to 11, While this is a matchless unveiling
6f the cycle of redemption, from the glory which
Sawsstage by stage to the decpest depths of siome
ewh e ge e
and i . ti)& theq up, up, up to the “Hiidiesst
91&6@ hat Heaven afitatds’; there is a clear iim-
liéaﬂ@ﬁ in thte elau%wmw itg ggtd 8 _tlgirﬁ
0 be on W. .
the 1@% 6, the Ea?tyimg the Humhibhgg,
g Q fihe entex—io oftset and

uﬁd i@fﬂble havee wirought through an unlawful
*GH8pRIRY’ a3t tHaAt poekiioan ssaneeviieees, adt s

time, by someone. There is plenty im the Secrijp-
tures—bonne out by human history, with immense-
emphisis in these later times—to show that there
is im this universe a power which has ever striven,
to be—at least—“equal with the Most High *.
indeed, to usurp His place,

.At some titmne @ rifft tiowik plkace i tiis wniverse, ,
first outside of this world, “and then pressed into it
with the object of establishin independence of
God and robbing Him of His rights. The evidence
of this is massive, and it is the cemtfral and focal,
ground of alll spiritual conflict which rages in the
whole creation, and in man in particular, Seei
that it was— and is—a moral issue of fights an
righteousness, it had to be dealt with and answered
on that ground. Andl seelng that man is the object
and vehicle involved in this issue, the wholle thing
had to be taken up and fought thfougln in man-
form. So, the *“‘my in Philippians is “the
mystery of iniquity ”; the mystery of the Incarna-
tlon of the Son of God ; the m stery of the Cross ;
and the mysiery of the ineffable Name. The iﬂi-
%uig of ah imrightful grasping at equali

had te be aﬁwere& by a feliﬁquis @f tﬁe

fighttul , 8nd deseent to the lowest depths
gre tha 1ﬁ1qu1ty reaehed.

“Hide phiurpgediinHHssi inpeeiad| stteerpmth
To gulfs of darkness dowmn:

He brought His trophy up at lengih ;
The foiled usurper’s cown.’

Humility must answer pride. Emptiness must
counter false fulness. Wieskness must be the way
of trise power. The Cross of shame must be the
pathway to the eternal glory.

God must be vindiicetisdl and His rights in crea-

tlon be established. Ri htmmmmhleh liélst
means “Gadd vindibsaiéd: st bee “'tlifill

The baptism of the passlen is the only way. Yo
agree—this is all a * mﬂ/ Yes, and Paul says
that this was the “ssteavpdesiyp’ egiiassrll tbo ik .

Read the whole of the Letter to the Phillipians
in the light of the above, and it lives with ifinite
meaning.

12
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It is very impressive that the Apostle should
take up this immense revelation and presentation
of Christ in the grand, cycle from glory to in
relation to a local situatiom. There is his heartfelt
appeal in chapter 1i, verses 1 to 4 ; then there is lnis
g?peal to Euodia and Symtyche in iv. 2, as well as

her hints, showing that things were not all well
a8t Philippi. There was divisisin: a.lack of “liides-
mindiatiess'; a strain in relationships. 1f the fim-
plicatien of the great appeal of Christ’s condescen-
sien means anythiag, surely it is that the catise 6ff
the divisien was.a .*gi@@%g g4 -Huliling, a2 qwt
letiing g6 ; i a wierd—riiiea! Semewhere there

wes an inability or unwillimgmess to use the most
difficult words im any human language—' I have
been wirongy’!

In efffect, the Apostie says: “ It was ing but
easy for the Son of God to trail that long and
painful journey which led to being * obedient un-_
to death, yea, tHecddedtvpifh €Lassss; bhuHElidid
it for us. " Let this mind be in yow which was also
in Christ Jesus ™! Thiksits the way o el the
divisions and come to be of “tihe sanne: !,
Nt discussions, arguments, of sendiinaitt; but “ a
broken and contrite, spiritt”, an “oblediicnge edéen
unto death.’

anr mraraan

Z-THE PREPARATION FOR GOD'S SERVICE

" And Maoses foldl Aarom @l the wiordis off the Lord

Gatl of Isaac, and the Godl of Jacob hath appeared

whereawithhiachball ssenhinn aaddatl Heesighgne kdnere-unto thee ” (Exodus iv. 2 -55).

with he had charged| him. And Moses and Aaron
wenrt andl
childhen off Nouadl: !
o e
sighs imAhes t e &
bekienerr): andl whew they heard rHuatitae Lok
visited the ehildren of Israel, andl that he had seen
their affkieiion), then they bowetl thew headls anad
wonsHippea (Exodus v, 288-31).

IH‘ is importamnt for us to realise that behind what
is seen of ma’s service there is the hidden, ssmet
life, and there are unseen experiences. So we lock
to the bemiﬁq of this chapter to find these si%ns
fow being displayed to others and discover that
they were first of all Moses' owi experlence, pet-
sonally, and alone with Godl/Each one of the three
%iﬂﬁS seemmsyio fie to have tremendous sigaificance,
it Hi@g’ I again 5@)6 that it is our personal, secret
life and hi with the Lerd that will determine
what pewer these eutward activities of oeur life
fullit 1f 2 map has thus met Ged alene, and
%1‘8 ed Hi E himself, then, and enly then, ean
€ be a real help t6 others.

At the beginning of this chapter we read: * Aad
the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine handi?
Andl he said, A rod. Andl he said, Cast it on the
ground. And be cast it on the grouwid, and it be-
came a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.
Andl the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine
hand, and take it by the tail (and he put forth his
hand, and lald hold of it, and it became a rod in
his hand)): that they may believe that the Leord,
the God of their fathers, the God of Abrahamm, tte

This first sigm is a personal proving of the com-
plete and absolute power of God over all the

Wrﬂltﬂaeeé&defsaﬁfm
Aaror sspie dlltivewwedsls power of the enemy, and until yow have peoved

that in your owi private life no one else will be-

ple lleve it, even though youw talk about it. Bug, iff ysu

have proved it, winat a niessage for the world!
When Moses casts his rod—this trusty rod that
he had known for so many years—on the ground
in obedience to God's command, it suddenly, un-
expectedlly, becomes an exptression of the evil
powe’ of the wicked one. Yow do not fieed that 1
should stress wiiaf the Scriptures say, from the
first right to the last, about the serpent, buf it is diis-
coﬁeeftingwlmgw_ﬁm the serpent as nesr you
as that! Andl to find it emerging from winet would
ﬁ;efet;s to be something quite ordinary in your daily
e
Yet how true this is to experience! Suddenly,
unexpectedly, inexplicably, somethifig Satanic
ennerges when you least expect it, Winat do you do?
What didl Moses do? * Moses fled from before it
Alh, Moses, iff yow dio dinet 1o e willl evar believe
ﬁau when you go and try to deliver theimn! You
ave to learn iR your owin private experience Aot
to flee away when something devilish springs up,
buit t6 remember—and this is the supreme thing!
—that Ged is over all. 1f was God whe turned the
fed'inte a serpent, and that is a reminder that
fBefe i§ ne_ serpent, he u ﬂﬂﬁg of evil, ne attaelk
o the Wieked ene, but that, benind it and abeve
it, 1§ the abselute severeicnty of Ged. If you be-
lieve that, yeul 6an besin youF ministry, but until
you have preved it you will have RO pewer with
M, 1t 1§ Re wse Fuhning away: The Lefd had 0
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siop Moses, who e had not run very far.
Muwit round, Moses, and take hold of it im M}y
name.’ That is faith expressing our confidence that
the Lord is Lord of alll: not talking or singing
about it, but acting.

How often something arises for us, just im our
secret, private life, and the Lord knows whether
we run away from it or whether we face it.

This is the first sigm, the begimming] and it is
elememtary, but we have to learn to prove the
power of the Lord, and by faith to exercise our
confidence im the Lord. * Andl it [the serpent] be-
came a rod in his hand ”. That is something, diear
friends, with which you can go out. That rod
meant everythimg to Moses through alll the years
of .his ministry. He knew that away there in the
willderness, alone, he had proved the power of
Gal over all the power of the enemy, He had
proved that faith is the victory and that it had be-
come so im his own circumstances.

This sign was not only done later to the children
of Israel. We read im Exodus vii that it was done
also im front oftPharaoh. Andl so we learn that
what you prove im private you have to prove with
others, and this was not a very encouraging com-
pany im which to be found—Pharaoh and his ser-
vants, Butt if it works in private it will work there
—and it does!

However, in verse eleven of that chapter it says::
“ Then Pharaoh also called for the wilse men and
the sorcerers: and they also, the magicians of
Egypt, did in like manner with their ancirantments.
Far they cast dowm every man his rod, and they
became serpents . Now what do youi' do? There
is nothing you can do excepfwait and let God diesl
with the situation,

Yon notice that this time Moses did not co
round and take hold of the tails of all the serpents.
He did something much better—he waited fisr Godl.
There is a time to take hold and a time to wait, He
waited to see how God would answer this ¢hal-
lenge to Hiis sovereignty. Aadl here, if verse twueihue,
we have another of the great “Hutd3' offtHee HibMe
—“HRir Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods”,
and we never hear that the magicians got them
back again. So the rod that Moses carried around
was not only the one i which he had proved pet-
sonally, alone, the power of God over the Devil.
All those other rods were inside it, and no one
could get them out. What a testimomy? What an
encouw!t- to his own heart! What power it
gavel The more you read about this rod as they
passed through the wilderness the more impressed
yom are with its tremendous expression of Divine
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sovereignty. There was no enemy that could not be
defeated, no need that could not be met when that
rodl was extended. Inside it was this groving of
God's ability to deal with all His :

That is the first si what a sigm! Winat a
blessed thing to have proved in the privacy of your
owm life, and then in the small circle of your diffi-
culties and experiences, that God Is supreme over
all t'he power and spite and guile of the wicked
one!

Far the second sign we turn back to the fourth
chapter of Exodus and in werse si we resdl: “ Andi
the Lord said furthermore unto himn, Put now
thine hand into thy bosom. Andl he put his hand
into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold,
hiis hand was leprous, as white as snow.”

Now this is the same hand as the one that cast
down the rod and picked it up, How quickly, how
easily, when we have had some spiritual victory,
some trilumph of faith, we begin to have self-con-
fidianecaaddsciHegtenisaesss! ¢ Nivaw’, Goddsagys,
‘pirt your hand In your bosom, and when you
bring it out it will bring out what is there.’ And
what does if bring eut? It was probably the biggest
shock that Moses ever had to discover that leprosy
1@1?5 in his bosom! That was whai he was teally

i el

The Lord only showed hiim that as the begjmmming)
of the sigm. The real sign was not what was in
Moses' heart—that was no sigm, but a discovery
and a humillating one! The sigh was that when he
puit his hand i again and then removed it, we are
told: * Anti when he took it out of his bosom, be-
held, it was turned again as his other flesh . The
power of God to cleanse from all defilement is
something you have to learn i secret before you
€an ever have a message to anyone else. 1t means
a discovery of the 1_€pf%§2/ of your own hesrt, but it
alse means a proving of the power of the Lord to
eleanse and to malke perfestly wislle.

What was this leprosy in the heart of Mases?
Later o, in the person of his sister—as we read in
Numbers xll—he had an illustration of what lep-
fosy was, Mitlam was self-assertive and jealous,
and this is not so difficult to understand for, after
all, she was Moses older sister. Everything he had,
humanly spesking, he owed to her. She did not
like his present position. It was very difficult for
her—and it always is when younger ones are comn-
ing along, those whom you-have helped; and‘you
have to realise that maybe the Lord has given
them something that He has not given to you!
That is what happened .in Miriam’s case, and she
did not like it—the flesh does not like it. And

-
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there, in the secrecy of the family, it came out and
she got Aaron involved in her speaking. .

The Lord told them to go and meet with Him.
Moses very wisaly left the Lord to deal with this
matter. If only we had the same wisdom under
similar circumstances! The Lord did deal with it.
We are told in Numbers xii. 10: *““ And the cloud
removed from over the Tent ; and behold, Miriam
was leprous, as white as snow ”

When Moses brought his hand out.. of his
bosom he was only bringing out what was inside.
When Miriam was covered with leprosy it was only

an outward manifestation of what was inside; As -

I have said, her state was quite natural, quite un-
derstandable, but it was not acceptable to God.
She became “ leprous, as white as snow ”, and God
said: *That is the kind of thing that is in the
human heart’. Moses saw now that it was in
Miriam’s heart, but earlier he had realised that it
was in his own heart also. And, friends, unless the
Lord deals with it, that is in your heart and in
mine.

Well, the Lord, in His great mercy, did deal
with it in Miriam’s case, and the leprosy was
cleansed,

There are two other cases of leprosy whlch I
think it would be right for us to look at.

The first, which occurs in II Kings v, is the case
of Gehazi. You will remember that Naaman, when
he had been cleansed, offered a gift to the prophet
Elisha, who refused it. But Gehazi, Elisha’s ser-
vant, moved this time not with self-assertiveness
but with self-interest, said: ‘‘I will go and get
something out of this for myself’. So he went
after Naaman and asked for a gift. Do you notice
that in verse 20 he said: “As the Lord liveth, I
will run after him, and take somewhat of him ”?
So Gehazi deceived Elisha, told lies to Naaman,
came back with his gift and carefully hid it before
going in to Elisha. Elisha said to him: ‘Where
have you been?’ Gehazi said: * Nowhere ’. What a
tissue, a web of deceitfulness! And yet, do you
notice the language he used? “ As the Lord liv-
eth . It is incredible that he could bring the name
of the Lord into the greediness and self-interest of
his own heart, but he was not the first, and he was
certainly not the last, to do that! And you see
what happened! Elisha said: *“ The leprosy there-
fore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto
thy seed for ever. And he went out from his
presence a leper as white as snow.”

That was what was on the inside. On the out-
side there was all that fair show, his use of the
Lord’s name, his deceiving of his master, but in-
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side there was the leprosy of self-interest.

Well, you say this happened ceaturies after the
time of Moses. That is true, but it was all expressed
in that leprous hand of Moses, for that is what was
in his heart, and in every other heart by nature—
self-interest.

The other case is in some ways the most traglc
of them all, You read about it in II Chronicles
xxvi: the story-of the great King Uzziah. You will
remember that Isaiah, describing his great experi-
ence of the Lord, said: “In the year that king
Uzziah died I saw the Lord » (Isaiah vi. 1). .

Here is a man who is supremely a man of [aith,
a man of God, greatly beloved and greatly used.
It says of him:.“ And his name spread far abroad ;
for he was marvellously helped ™ (II Chron. xxxvi.
15). But when he was “ marvellously helped,”, in-
stead of being more humbled—as we always-ought
to be when God blesses us—he was strong and “ his
heart was lifted up so that he did corruptly . And
as he stood, in a place that did not belong to him,

“the leprosy brake forth in his forehead before
the priests in the house of the Lord.

So the first case was in the Wllderness the second
was in Israel, but the third was in the very house
of the Lord. These are things about which to pon-
der, for they are in the Word of God and are writ-
ten for our instruction. *“ Put now thine hand into
thy bosom "—and see if there does not emerge the
same tendency to self-righteousness, to self- inter-
est and self-assertiveness. How can such a man or
woman serve the Lord? Oualy by having what
Moses had—a personal dealing with the Lord
whereby all that is cleansed and put away.

So Moses went to the people having had his
own true nature uncovered, but also, thank God!
having proved the power of the Lord to cleanse
and deliver from himself. So the Lord says: “ And
it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee,
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that
they will believe the voice of the latter sign ™ (Ex.
iv. 8). There is no power like the power of a holy
life. Even more than the sign brought about by
your own personal victory over the Devil is the
power of the impact of a man or woman who has
had secret dealings with God, and found the
mighty cleansing of the Blood of Christ, the de-
liverance of the Cross of Christ, and can go out to
the people of God, to the enemies of God, to the
world and to the ministry with this as their- own
private knowledge: that God has exposed all that
they are, but has dealt with it and dehvered them
from it. :

There is no time to speak of the thn‘d S1gn—the
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sigh of judgment—though it is equally important,
65? 1 pajss on to what is %thhermore in the chapter.

Here is a man who in his own private life has
proved the Lord. Now the Lord says: ‘ Go”—and
still he felt he could not go. Rightly or wrongly,
he argued ; he remonstrated and showed his re-
luctance, So the Lord made a provisiam. for him.
He, the Lord, weint back miles and miles, and over
forty years of history, to Moses’ brother. Aanom—
* And the Lord said to Aaron, Go iito the willder-
fiess to meet Moses, Al he weint, and met him i
tﬁhe mouintain of God, and kissed - hiin . (Ex. iv.

The signs of the.serpent, the leprosy and the
blood were sensational miracles. Here-is a sign
and experience which in a sense is no miracle, but
{s actually the -greatest miracle of God. The Lord

ves Moses a brother! Andl tiogtiner ey g witth
the message, with the signs and with the ministry.
Dear friends, that was God’s goodiness to Moses.

Do you notice where they met? It was not that
Moses went t60 Egypt and looked for Aarom. Gatl
brought Aaton to himm and those two men met in
the mownidinopiGoddbboaghhitdgetteerbiyyllvitiae
providence. Wis it not a miracle that they knew
where to find one another? Was it not a miracle
that Aaron coulld be brought out of Egypt like
that? And if was just the miracle thai Moses
needed. With all his personal proving) of the Lord
he needed a brother to stand with him, and with
whom he could stand.
. Friends, these things are surely meant to em-
courage us and to enliginen us. We must have our
owm personal experiences wiith the.Lord Wi are
no use to Himuntil we do."And-then we need-a
brother, a sister, a.fellowship brought about by
Divine igntty; and . by a. meetiﬁ%‘ in. the
mountain of . When Moses had that he felt he
could go forward, for they could go forward to-
gether, They did, and so may we, for His glory!
H.F.

A PECULIAR YESSEL
“FBR SUCH A TIME AS THIS™
I Saneuel 1.

THEE state of things to-day is very similar to that
which existed at the beginning of the first book aoff
Samuwel. Three things in particular seem to stand
ouit there as featuies of those days.

The first was a formality im the things of God
through being pursued i the energy of thefflesh;

fesulting in ¢ and spiil adultery, and
spiritual weskness andiim%m{vege[ss

Another feature was the absence -of piritual
tevelation and perception—“There was no open
visien . The * Spirit of wisdiom and revelation
was inoperative amongst priests and people, Spitit-
udl intelligence and apprehension was a minus
quantity,

The third thing was the constant memace of the
' Phlltaﬁnﬁ which evantzlly issued im the de-

arture of the glory from Israel and the absence
of the testimony of the Sowvereignty from the midst
of the people of God. When we remember that the
Philistines always represent the intrusiom of the
natural man (‘uncircumeiieet?, Coll. {i. 11, 12) iinto
g!ilelhiﬁmmme.ﬁiﬁm it is @ very significant

eatire.

We leave it with those who have eyes to see to
ju%ge whether there is any similarity between then
and now. What we have on our hearts is to note the

method by which the Lord reacts to this situation.

The two things, then, which immeditatiely come
ouit are, firstly, that the Lord is not satisfied to
have it so, yet He does not abandon the situation.
Rather does He begin im a secret way to secure
the instrument for recovery. The second thing is
that there has {o be a very deep and peculiar trav-
ail in the bringing forth of that instrument, Saniuel
represents such an instrument, and Hannah repre-
senis the travail which produees it.

What is clear in this first chapter is that this
will not come about in the natural course of things.
The uswd| way will not produce it. Indeed, it is
declared that there was a deliberate act of God
agalnst that course (verse 6). Hannahs state was
the Lord’s doing. In other realms and for less im-
portant pugpeses—ar shall we say, for more gen-
eral usual method may be followed.
Samuel was not an after-thought. He was fore-
kaown and foreordalned and yet humanly hie was
an impossibility. Wiyy had the Lord so acied in this
matter? How do you relate and reconcile the two
things, that Samuel was deterenined and yet made
humanly impossible by the act of God? The first

art of the answer is that the bringing of this ins-
ument into being was to be by a tellowsthiyp in
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the Divine travail in relation to the testimony.

Hannah wemnt through unusual and uncommon
soul-agony if the matter, She is here represented
as “in bitterness of soull” and she * wept sore ”
(verse 10). It was not just simply a personal iin-
terest or a selfish end in view. When at length
Samuel was given she placed himn at the disposal
of the Lord as soon as she possibly could. Con-
cerning Isaac it says that “when the child was
weamstl”, but in the case of Samuel it says of
Hannah that “sthe weaned him™,, as. though she
was not letting things go on, but bringing about a
separation unto the Lord as soon as possible. She
was - concerned. for the Lord’s interests in a speci-
ally eager way, Tl is impressive- when we take
into considleration the cost of this child, and there-
fore the peculiar endearment to herself.

Lett us get the full force of the truth here. A
thing which is to serve the Lovd in a speially

vital way is nott born easily aaddsisinobrragighnioto ifte life was so
beinyg) withourt ssoneeunmussuod lsafdeiripmad drmaidil.

There is much bittenmesss of soul to be game
throvgih ,aard maapyetears.

For a time, a drawn-out time, it appears that
there will be nothimng). The heartache and sorrow
seem to -remain long in‘the place of bamrenness.
Amdi yet there can be no philosopiniczl
or fatalistic capitulation. The Lord is a factor and
there is a * hoping against hope ”, a wistful loak-
ing) toweard “the Godl wino raiseth the dead, and
calleth the things tinzt sre mott @s thowgihn tiney

Nait one of the least painful aspects of the suffer-
ing is the taunting of Peninnah (verse 6). Now
Peninnah was of the same household and a co-
wife with Hannah. She was not a stranger or a
foreigner. It was as such that she * provoked sorely
to make her fret™. Peminnaliihad plenty of child-
tem, there was none of this (divinely appointed)
human impossibility, Things were more or less
simple and easy with her,

werne”'

So it is, when the Lord determines to secure fior
Himself that vessel of peculiar purpose, and cuts
off all the many activities, works, and occupations
which, while being in the same household of faith
and in some relation to Himself, are largely by the
energies of nature and the~faeiﬁty of man, When
and where there are not those usual accompani=
ments and outwuarkimgs, those issues and results,
the evidences and prooffs; then there is €ritieist,
taunting, the pointing of the ﬁﬂ%ﬁ_f, and grievous
imputations. The very acts ‘of Divine sovereigrty
are glven a twisi-to mean just the opposite of God’s
thought. So one /m of things taunts the ether.
Well, “'so be it!" It ever was. It ever will be.-But
wait! Samuel digl-eome, and ene Semuel meant
mere to Ged than all the ehildren of Pepinnah put
together:- Andl yet it is ndt'a matter of cofipara-
tive values. Samuel was for an heur ef peeculiar
need. The suffering in eohnection with his comimg
_ _desp as te selemnize beyend the
suspicien of pride of comparison. Alll guestions
of self-restisaiion, vindieation, or satisfaction had
Been fested ip tAe fi7e, and the refned Issue Was
the glery of Ged. St

Samuel came, and, in the purpose that he served,
the suffering and sorrow were made well worth
while, and the wisdlom of God's" iousness
was established. God was justified and the channel
used was satisfied. We can leave it there.

When the Lord wants something for an hour of
peculiar need, the methods have to be out of the
ordinary. To those concerned He has to say,
“(ObHeesscaar) yyaLicaanadl,.

More and more deeply, we are entering into
such an hour at this time. The general thing is not
meeting the situation, The Lord must bring througin
something which will “ come to the kingdom for
such a time as this".

Wi will pay the price?

CAPTIVITY IN THE LORD

Ephesiams iHi. I, iw. IL.: M Timwthyin. D, i.&.

THWE is a very real sense in which the Apostie
Paul i his owmm andl i WS i en-
bodiment of the history of the Church in this age.
Indeed it would seem to be a principle im the
Divine economy that those to whom a mevelation
has been entrusted should themselves have it so
wrought into their very being and history that they
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are able to say ‘1 am your sigm’. To take the one
fragment which is now before us, the end of Paul’s
life saw a process of narrowing down and limita-
tion werking ltself through by “a great falling
away ¥ en the ene hand, and a closing up from the

eneral to the specific im the case, off tiiet wihich
inﬁiji; whe) represented the testimony on the other.
§ i5 precisely what is foretold as to the condi-

ti6Rs at “tir end ™, and it is not a Itk sigif-
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cant that this is specially referred to im prophetic
ulterances to Timothy—tine endilkttar. S tiiet dhils
phrase “ the prisoner in the Lord . ocourring as it
dioes iﬂ the last wnnngs, is prophetic im its mean-
n%g wondierfullly explanatory of the end-way
the sovereignty of the. Lord.
What we have here, then, is .

1. THE INSTRUMENT OF THE LORDS TESTIMONY
IN A PLACE QF LIMITING BY. THE WILL QF GOD;

As we read the record of the incidents which led

p to' Paul’s going to Rome as a prisoner, and
emall y when, we read the.words of Agrippa:
‘have been set at liberty, iff he

had not appealed unto Cassar™, we are not far
from feeling that there were mistakes and acci-
denis, but for which there might have bean 4 auch
mere propitious issue, and the Apostle’s ministry
at large might have ‘been extea ed. There may
have times of. siress wihen Paul himself was
to wonder if he had net beeh impulsive

in igat appeal to the Emperet. Buf as he went for-
ward and when the Lord spoke to hinn from time
i9 tlme giving light, it became clear that however
the t ing might have been construed Rumanly,

the severeign gevernment of Ged in it
a L aﬁ rﬁgat he was in prisen fet a5 the EMperers
9f1§eﬁef Wt a8 the pﬂgaﬁef in the Lerd.

erhaps Paul did not accept this all at once.
Possibly he did not realise just how it would, wark
out. A more-or-liess quick trial and release may
have been in his mind, Some hope of further min-
istry amongst beloved saints mm to be absent
from his correspondence, At length, however, he
fully accepted what was becoming increasingly
€lear as the Lord's way, and if grew upon hiin that
this way wa¥ in the greatest interest of the Body
of Ch¥ist. Thus we see that when the tifie comes

for the Lerd's people to be breught face @ face
with ¢ e ulu aﬁd supreme things of the reve-
latien_ef Chriwat; things beyond personal
§§1V§£16ﬁ thi § whieh felate te the mind of God
from © before fmes eiermal®, & far abeve bemg
w&ﬂ then there hes {6 be a ﬁﬂff@%ﬂ?

§iﬂ§ 4P, A lismiting. Mueh asﬁwty that has beea
(and ail ui%e H i 6F BFHRGING KNGS (9 2 EA ik
?uﬂéieﬂ a , NOwW eeases tg eafry them

Fther, an 1ﬁg mere iﬁteﬁswe i§ eeded.

That which represents the testimony in its fullest
and closest approximation to the ultimate purpose
ggod has,, t en, to bedshgrél ogf much that has

good, ,and o in a preparatory
way, and must be shut up to what is ultimate. Tl

captivity is not to a conceived truth or a superim-
posed doctrinzl acoeptance. It is wrougiht into the
very fibre of the being by.experience following
revelation in ;rrpretmg experieme It is net the
championing of some espoused interpetaian; it
is that it is the very life of the instrument and the
instrument is thet in its very being. If is net.a
matter. off* wantt’ or “motwaant, Husloff s aamppbbe
othar’, a prnsoner the sovereigﬁty efGﬁd has deﬁe
it.

2. THE IMPORTANCE AND VALUE OF SEEING ANDD'
ACCEPTING THINGS IN GOIJ'S LIGHT

This applied both to Paul and to those who were
brought into touch with him. For the Apostle the
settling in to the sovereign ordering of God in his
imprisonment issued in - increasing - {Inmiiiation
leading to spirituzll emancipation.: .+ "

No one can fail to recognize the tremendous en-
richmmsntt of as contained in what are
called “theeprissoneptites.. If fHecHazt Heenreasiinee,

iqued, rebellious, or bitter, there would have
no open Heaven, and a spirit of controversy

with the Lord would have closed and bolted the
door to the fuller Divine unveilings and clarifyings.

When all was accepted accordmg to the mind ot
the Lord, then * the heavenl ?/ places” became the
eternal expanses of his walking about, and eafthl
bondage gave place to heavenly freedom. So
must be with Instrument set apart in xrahadikﬁm
to the higher interests of the Lotrd’s testimony. The
reading of certain in his letters and the
fecord of his imprisonitient shows how this applied
to others, Take the following: —

* Be nort @dlaareddthtinefeferef ohdhestbsnyonf) of
our Lord, nor of me Aiisppiisoreer™ ({11 TVim 1] 5).
“Mdwd he abmile twio whole yeens in his own
hired dwelling, andd-decivid bl ek erantrothiinim
ke Hingygoeoaceind 1 liokd esiasts

. ie@iOL,
(Am xxviit. 30).

" The Lord gremnt mesrgy wntio tie kosec opf
Onesiplrouss: for he oft refreshed me,, auativaasnoot
asharretlof frayyctlaid i :baa twiaenHacwus s inRenes,
Eeﬂ ggaugm me diligentiy ,aaddféamecmae (I ITTrm.

Clearly the effect of these passages is that there
had to be a divinely given apprethensiom and not a
merely human appraisememit of PauFs position.
Human levels of memtzality would have produced
an atmosphere of doubt, suspicion, question, and
have let in elements of false imputation. Reggarded
on merely natural lines, association with the pris-

-~...
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oner would have involved such associates in the
suspicion and prejudice. Doubt of the Lord’s ser-
vant was widiespread, and.even many of the
Lord’s people were fiot sure of him. But the Lord
was. shuttlng up a very vital revelation to this
chainmell; and for-such as were really i spiritual
need, and. such. as were. to stand in & living-rela-
tlon to a fulness of testimony through identification
with Chiist in desth and fesuffeeﬁsﬁl, 6h {6 threne-
union . with. Hirr In' . [ROwes wrprwmpmm&.
and powers », and: $6. 6;- il g ¢t cHee ikt
*if a@t@ cone?, there hadto be & uttiag
aside of all human, pefseﬁal and dipl @ﬂ@g@
siderations and- a: sttt tig ket il thaie »thh t!ilﬁ
instrumment where Ged-had put: it in H@ﬂ@ufab
imprisenment. For the pe sise of th at

to .6ome-through tBe Vi Rere has fe e a 6
ing where. the vessel 15, withowtt consideration .
reputatien, influenes, ef pepUlaHty.

In this way the Lord sifts His people and fimdts
out who really is wholly for Himself and His testi-
mony, and who is actuated in any measure by
other considerations and interests. The ifstrument
in-.this, ‘position..of po?ulaf tejection. is thus- the
Lord’s, nneans off searching oug the truly ahd
pure spitited, They will seafeh it out, aﬂd it will
thug meet their need,

The other truth that remains here, then, is that

3. SHAME, REPROACH AND LIMITATION ARE OFTEN
GOD'S WAYS OF ENRICHING THE WHOLE BODY
OF CHRIST.

This has always been so. The measure of ap-
proximation. to the fulness of the revelation has
always been accompanied by a relative cost. Every
instrument of the testimomy’ has been laid wndier
suspicion ajad reproach in a measuire comEMENSUL-
ate with the degree of value to the Lord; 1f has-
meant a commensuralz human limitation, Man
have withdrawn, fallen away, held aloof, dotubted,
feared, and questioned. But as Paul could say (‘é%v

tribulations for yoid, which are your glowy’

or, “ the prisoner of the Lord in behalf of
entiles™ (Eph. iiii. 1) So the measute, of
1m|tatnom in.the Lord is the messure of eqrich-
ment in His people. The fuller the revelation the
fewer .those«wiho apprehend,. ar. the greater the
fumber pf those wheo stand aloof. Revelation. oy
comes through suffering and lifnitatieﬁ, and to
have it.expefimentally: mesns aﬂ@afg the eest iﬁ
some way. Bui this is God‘s way seeuﬂag
Himself a spivitual-seed-plot. .. > .-

* 9\ seeddpbetits 8- iiensive e, di
are narrowed down to very limite dimeﬁsmas

is net: a eat exteaswe shew that-is immediately
hik we Bt tﬁ § are dl‘%ﬁ%&d@f@ ‘firstly in the

i xf@a’el HeMMRY o ¢Hil St
I%v mze ef@, Dk y@u eata ﬁt%é&%
weﬂ% OVEF

m ef tHat 19

&f% f €%§W8 d jete
Q]EQ'E Y3 EB@E@W§§§H g §ee BGHHO@
1s6R 1A ReMe:

All this finay apply, to individual Kves in rela-
tmn to the,ord's. testimony. There may often be
‘against limitation-or confinement, -and
ﬁ* festless ‘hankering ¥atdter wivhet weveivauld| ocathll-
something wider 61‘ ess restricted. If the- Lol lnas
willed - U§ to the place where we are, ouf -
anee of it-in faithqmay prove that:it becomes a far
bigger thing than any human reckening eaa | judge.
I wonder if Paul had any:idea that hi
FAeaRt his GeRtiAUGUS expansion of value, o the
Lord Jesuls through nineteen hundred yesrs!

What ap, J)lm to individiuzls also applies to cor-
porate bodies, assemblies, or companies of the
Lord’s people scattered in the earth- but "caree'imn
their fellowsip in relatiom to the Lord’s full’
testimony.

May the Lord be graciously pleased to cause
the merely human aspect of .prison walls. to fall'
away, and give the reallsation that far from being
limited by men and cifeumswﬁm?a it 1s imprisom-
ment ip the Lotd, and this means that all agesaard
all realias are entered through that pﬁsen

lll

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

LIFE MORE
elled the word

ANMMARNYILILALS. Arthur
out letter by letter, and then asked, * liss,
what is that?'* What a silly quwﬁmn replied his
sister, June, *Yknuoaanswffmm thee cuusisitie offtiie
box what it is’. Sure enough, as the family stood
around lookm% at Uncle’s present, they could see.

from the brightly-collowred. picture that the -bulb

ABUNDANT

inside the cardboard box could be expected to pro®
duce a head of large red, trumpet-like fibowess.
Not only had the box a picture on it, but it also'
had instructions for planting. I'hese were ‘detailed,.
and were in five different languages Ii was evident?:
ly an. important and an expensive bulb. Mother'
cotild read the German, and June could understand
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the .French. Arthur could only just menage the
English, but as they all said the same things that
was quite enough. Their uncle im Holland had sent
this as ‘a Christmas present to Mother. It all
seemed very exciting. However, Arthur and June
also, had exciting presemts, and they suo;; got busy
opening them.

In the New Year there were other exciting mat-
ters too. Arthur was to go to a new , June
was to start work for the first time, and—more ex-
citing than-anything—they were going to mov; to
another towm; - < - V.

So Mother put the box aside and. disciidt=ad! thad it
would have to -wait.,until. they . were settled .into
their new.home.before;she, cruuld ‘plant .the bulb.
At.llast the ‘great day;.lof.the move camne.,
liked theirinew home. June. liked her" work, And
Arthur, felt sure that his was the best school i the
whole world, especially for sport.

So the months wemt by. Happy months they
were, and very busy ones too. July came, and in a
letter from Holland, Uncle wrote asking Mother if
the Aﬁsagzllis had been a success. Amaryllis! Her
heatt . What HAD happened to it? She, and
indeed the children also, had forgotten alll abouit it.
It .had. been packed up and moved to the new
heuse. Once of twice had looked at the box
and. thoughi vaguely of planting the bulb, but
the instruetions seenied to suggest that the pro-
€655 Wi e £ asraplinaad o, sine dissidied dinad
it weuld have te wait until she had mere tifme.
Somehow she never seemed to have that ‘riere
tire \ -Andl where was it iow?

Actually the box was lying up on a shelf in the
kitchen,, unremembered ‘and unplanted. It was
quite a relief to her to find it. At least it was Arthur
wio tirst spjedl.it up on that topshelf and called
the other tweo. 1 moust plant it at onee ¥, NWidtier
said, as June fetched the steps to retrieve the for-

en box, but when she had climbed up and got

old of it she gave a 5§ueal of sutprise. ‘It’s
flowering, Mextieer, she said, “tiie fhower i s
ing open the top of the box.’

liT%eéd oghem could lf:ardlythwait until clshe had
clim own in from the steps and shown
them this mﬁm The bulb had sprouted alll b
ltself, the bud had begun to force up the bex-lid,
and the redflioweasswere to opex.

Arthur, as he looked at the sides of the box
which were covered with the instructions im the
different languages, was full of questions as to how
this could have happened. They had NOT trimmed
the roots, they had NOT kept it im a warm place,
they had NOT watered it daily—in fact they had
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nait given it a single drop of water, yet it had
grown and flowersdl all the same, ‘How . . .’
" Never mind * how ”°. interrupted Jums,* the fact
is that it has done it, and now we can tell Uncle
that it is O.K..’, Moty didl not waste time talkin
or arguing), she gof a Hower-poit with some mould,
planted the bulb and gave it some much-needed
water, and placed it iin a warm spot.

. When it was alll finishei], Arthur was still per-
sisting with-his questions as to “Hbow??,, ssoNfbdiieer
pointed out winet a wonderful thing life is.. It was
the life in that bulb which had triumphed over all
adversity. It had no_ait, no water, nc warmth ; i
was shut up, forgotten and untended. <Yet itt adl
flowereet] . THissi$saa ppowdf off tHee poweer sflmiiiieal

They, life. It is also a picture of the - of:spititual

life, There are-nmany things which- a borna-agaif-
Christian should have—teaching, fellowship, ihelps

of many kinds—tut the fact is thai iff tthe mighiyy,
life of Chwist is iin him, he will Hlourish even thou

he has none of jthem. * Greater is he that is ia

you, than he that is in the werld.”

This year the family has what Arthur callédd A
“ pukka™ Amaryllis\ Moatiar had another bulb
and this time she read the mstructions carefully
and didl everything which she was told to do. The
bulb had its roots attended to, it was planted in
the right surroundings, it was kept warm and it
was constantly watered.

How different it was from the first one! This
time it had four fine leaves, whereas before the
leaves had had no chance to grow. This time, iin-
stead of being short, it had a long stem which
actually measured more than four feet. “F#&aT, ot
inchess’, Arthur told alll his friends, Andl the stem,
built up and nwintzined by the large amouni of
water it had taken im, held a beautiful head of
flowerss.

June somehow seemed to like the first one best,
for, as she said, it had grown in spite of having
everything against it and nothing to help. Mistter,
however, pointed ouf that although life 1s a won-
derful thing, still more wonderful is ‘life more
abundiamnt’. And it is this more abundant life which
tl%e }g{d Jesus Chyist came to give us (See John

Every Christitan who is indwelt by the Spirit of
Christ has life, but to know msme atinnmdiang life cmne
must follow the instructioms. These instructions,
are, of course, the Word of Gail, nott written im ffixee
languages only, but im many, many hundreds.
English, however, was good enough for Arthur:
and is good enough for us. If we let our lives be
governed by the Word of God, and iff we are
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always freshly watered by that Word and keep
ourselves in the love of Godl, then we, too, can be

NEcEmBER, 1963

strong and straight and beautiful im our daily llves.
H.’ Ft

A TRAGIC ANSWER TO PRAYER
OR THE TRAGEDY OF GOD’'S SECOND-BEST

" He ﬁmetﬂamﬂaéi ragueststhuseseriedaacsyess inwhether their owm souls were to be gratified or

10 thelr soulks”™ ((Redbrcoil 155).
WVEAT a sad * but 2tibatisd! Tt ddks
frustration and disappoi It means that God

has so left the decision and choice with man that
He will not force or coerce, It points to the fact
that God has a great intemtiinn where His people
are- concerned, but they may miss it.

Buit when alll that has been said, the reason for
the tragedy was—and can b sttt insistence
on having wiat the l;;eople pray want rather
% w.lmt_ll the Lord had so evidemtly shown to be

will.

It is therefore possible for God to yield to us,
to answer our prayer, and for the result to be an
everlasting regret and reproach.

What are the alternatives? The context of the
verse inm Psalm cvi, and the referemce to Numbers
vi, shows that it all hinged upon the food question.

The Manna was too mystexious, too inscrutable,
too delicate, too heavenly, too miraculous, too
‘spiritual’. It contrasted with the tangible, cert-
aim(?), understandable, and natural}y gratifying
food of Egypt. The fact is that their spiritual life
had dropped to such a low level as to nuake them
forget the tyranny, labour, heartbreak, and groan-
ings in Egypt, and to be in an illusionary mentality
about that terrible history. Get spiritually low andl
the world holds out false attractiom. Granted that
the life of faith and a ral basis of life has
trials and difficulties for the flesh and the natural
man, but it has a daily miracle of sustenance at its
heart, The poimt of departure with them was

whether they were to be a testimony to the Lord.

The * leanness into their-souls ** indicates
that, firstly, thinness, scantiness, smallness, starva-
tion, temumty, weakness, and contraction im spirit-
uall stature and measure are quite comtrary-to-a
Gail “'who "is so full,“abundant, and beneficent.
Such contraction and: limitation could fiever be a
testimony to Hium.

In the next placs, the words indicate that the
heavenly, the tural, the spiritual, and the
way of faith is really the way of spiritual robust-
ness and substance.

How lean-souled many of the Lord’s people are!
Howw little many of them and many churches have
to give! How rare it is to find thinss:—individually
ot collectively—who have much more than they
need themselves and plenty for others! Starvation
conditions are alll too conumon among the Lord’s
people. There are many reasons for this, but our
verse saggathat it 1s the preferenee for the earthly
to the heavenly, and an unwillingness to forego
the natural for the spiritual. This whelle maiter is
threshed out in the First Letter to the Cornthiams,
a ehuireh eharacterized by spiritual leanness, weal
ness; and smwllness.

Spiritual leanness can be a judgmemnt, “ He semnt
leanness into their souls ”, while he gave them
their request for natural fiatness,

At any cost let us set the highest value and -
portance upon spiritual fulness, the fulness of
Christ, and never by any limit Hiim, or be
instrumental in limiting Hiwn in others!
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CHRIST OUR LIFE

O NE of the main objects of the Holy Spitit with
the childiren of God is to get them spiritually and
experimentally into Christ as risen and exalted,
and into the risen and exalted life of Christ.

The present phase of things is panticuwlarly
marked by a cutting off from things, men, and
movenents, with a view to utter attachment to the
Lord Jesus Himselff. Antichrist will soon be made
manifest, and will probably, come along the line
of a great united warld-movemsmt of human iim-
provement and moral and .social uplift under the
name of ¢ Chrissidnityty tbut without regeneration ;
a great thrust of ! humaaisisma full development
of the principal sin—independinee of, and superi-
ority te, Go e true God.

Muiltitudes .will: be drawn- away after himn, and
to refuse to be included in.such a movement will
bring a stigma and ostracism upon those who so
refuse. The Lord is preparing for Antichrist by
secking to make the Lord Jesus more completely
the life of His own than has been their experience.

Work, enterprises, activities, . movements,
chburches, societies, teachings, people, etc., have
been and are the life of many. They must have the
stimulus of a programme, a scheme, a place to

Teaching—as such—may bring to confusion and
provide no living way through. Work may lead to
exhaustion and disappointment. Movements may
becomne marked by merely human featurss and be

of dissension.

Things—all of them—will disappoint sooner or
later, but the Lord abideth and never fails. The
meastre of attachment to the Lord can often be
the nneasure of attachment to some interest, either

PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

a_person, or persons, or place, or movemen, of
piece of work, and when these break down faith
in the Lord is shaken, and a dark period of eclipse
of faith is passed througin.

What we must learn supremely is to attach
everything to the Lord Himself, and to come 6 a
full appreciation of Hiim. The Lord must be life
for the sg_lrit to make it strong); not interests and
merely objective concerns, Otherwise we shall only
stand up strongly when there is the appeal of sofire
outward occasion, crisis of emaigesy!.

The Lord must be life for our minds so that
truth is not for us either abstract or merely. true
thimgs, but life and power.: :. - .- J;...

e Lord must be the life of our bodies. Natural
weakness or strength is not the criterion. Healling
as a ‘trutlh’ or as something in itself can become
legal bondage and a ‘thugbear”. It is the Lord
Himself our life, whether to remain cumbered
about with infirmities or to be set free—whichever
will serve most His glory. If is not so much the
natural conditian as the transcendence and ac-
complishmeni of the Lord, o

In the days of terrific pressure which are now
upon the Lord’s people everywilnaxe; days when
the enemy takes less ¢ off-time” than ever; days
when it is more perilous for believers to take ° off-
time’, there is only one thing adequate—it is that
the Lord should be knowin in absoluteness as our
life— our very life.

The exhortation of Barnabas to the converts at
Antioch may be a very timely and salutary word
for us at this time: * He exhorted them all that
with pu of heart they would cleave unto the
Lord ” (Acts xi. 23).

The Lord willing, we shall be having Special Meetings at
AESCHI, BERNESE OBERLAND

SWITZERLAND

again this year. The dates are:—
SATURDAY EVENING, 5th SEPTEMBER to
MONDAY MORNING@, 14th SEPTEMEBER
Further particulars fiay be obtained by writing to :

* The Cenference Sweaiary,
30, Dunoon Road,

Londen, 8.E. 23, England.
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NOW READY

WHAT IS MAN?

(THRXD EBDTTIN)
By T.A-S,

Price: 7/6d. (postage 9d.)
(In U.S.A. $1.60, postage 14 cents)

Copies may be obtained from: —
WITNESS ANID TESTIMONY PUBILISHERS,

30, Dunoon Road,

London SE.: 23 England.

Prinied by Wiiness ava Tessinronn\PRhilittset 08 dnnon Roadabio tdomlch £5.£3.23.
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