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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv. 13— _ | till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children . .. "

It is not connected with any ‘Movement’,
* Organization ’, ‘ Mission” or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to  all saints ", Its
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its * attainment’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘ subscription °, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
“A Witness and A Testimony’, 13, Honor Qak
Road, Forest Hill. London, S. E. 23, England, All
cheques should be made payable to * Witness and
Testimony A/c’. The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address,

‘ Personal’ letters should be addressed to
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS,
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

in ali God’s movements. Since the very constitution
of man, from his first digression, is always to
digress—and history is one long story of human
digression from God's way—all God’s return
movements have been the result of another ele-
ment powerfully at work. This element is what we
may call—

The Divine Discontent.

We must very beavily underscore the word
DivINE! While * The word of the Lord * may have
come to Patriarchs, Prophets, Judges, Apostles,
resulting in a commission and a mandate, it is very
easy to discern that, either before or by that word.
there was found in them an unrest, a dissatisfac-
tion, a sense that there was something more in the
intention of God. Inwardly they were not settled
and satisfied. Maybe they could not define or ex-
plain it. They did not know what they wanted. It
was not just a discontented disposition or nature.
It was not just criticism, or querulousness, or
‘ disgruntledness ’, a spirit of being ‘agin the
government’, as of a malcontent. God was not
satisfied, and He was on the move. These sensitive
spirits, like Abraham, and Moses, and Samuel, and
Daniel, and Nehemiah, and a host of others in
every age—Old Testament, New Testament, and
since—have been God’s pioneers, because of an
inward link with His Divine discontent.

Of course, this is one aspect of all spiritual pro-
gress, but it is very true of every new thing of God.
We shall yet lay down the basis of the difference
between natural and spiritual, human and Divine,
discontent, but for the moment we are concerncd
with the fact and the principle. If this discontent
is a truly Divine activity, it will not be a matter of
mere human frustration. It will have nothing to do
with natural ambition or aggressiveness. It will
resolve into a sheer issue of spiritual life or death.
It will becorhe a soul-travail.

Personal and worldly interests will fail to govern.
‘What is politic from the standpoint of advantages
in this life will fail to dictate the course. There may
be a Divine restraint as to time, but the inevitable
ultimate issue is known deep down. A crisis is
known to be imminent. and the issue is one of
obedience to the way of the Spirit, or surrender to
policy. If the spirit is pure, and the life in God self-
less, there will be a growing sense of ‘ not belong-
ing’, of having already moved on, or being out
with the Lord, and it is only a matter of being
¢ obedient to the heavenly vision .

How often, when we have come into something
new of the Lord, we have been able to say: ‘ This

is what I have been looking for and longing for.
I did not know what it was, but this answers to a
decp call in my heart which has kept me dis-
satisfied for years’. So, just as the confession or
salvation of an individual is always with the sense
of having come home, a local church should be to
the company a coming home, the supply of a deep
need, the answer to a deep longing; just ‘my
spiritual home ’. The spirit has been on a spiritual
journey and guest, and now it has found—or is
beginning to find—the answer. This quest will
never reach its end until we are all at Home at
last ; but somerhing directly in line with the end,
and of the very essence of the full, should be found
in the local ‘ family * representation.

Have we made it clear? Do you see that
‘churches” should not be just congregations,
preaching places, or places for religious observ-
ances? They should be, in their inception, consti-
tution, and continuation, the answer to God’s
dissatisfaction ; that which provides Him with the
answer to His age-long cquest in: the hearts of all
concerned, If there is one thing that God has made
abundantly clear, it is that He is committed to the
fulness of His Son, Jesas Christ. Thal Fulness is to
find its first realisation in the Church, “ which is
the fulness of him ”. Therefore God will only
commit Himself to that which is in line with thai
putpose. As we have said elsewhere, it can be
taken as an axiom that, if we are to find God com-
mitting Himself, it is essential to be wholly in line
with His object at any given time.

But God must have a clear and free way. The
Church and the churches are not now the starting-
point of God, although they should stand very
near to it. Some serious work has to be done before
there canbe a true expression of the Church in any
locality. So, a cursory glance through the Bible
will make it clear that the very door to the House
of God was the altar. 1t barred the way, and at the
same time led the way, to the Sanctuary. In the
New Testament, of course, it is Christ crucified
i direct line with Pentecost, the Church, and the
churches. The Cross bars the way and points the
way.

But wiren the Cnurch is reached (so to speak).
that is not the end of the work of the Cross. When
we have come in, the Cross still governs. Thus it
comes about that, in the New Testament, we have
a very great deal about the Cross in the Church
and the churches. It is quite clear that, when spirit-
ual progress toward the ultimate fulness of Christ
was arrested or impeded, or when things became
defiled or disordered, the Holy Spirit, through the
Apostles” letters, or by a visit. brought in the Cross
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

THE ARM OF THE LORD
V1. RESURRECTION

WHEN we come to chapter liv of the prophecies
of Isaiah, we have what we may call a sample
chapter of resurrection—a sample of the condi-
tions which the Lord would have as characterizing
His ‘New Day’. We find in this chapter eight
features, or characteristics, of the New Day ; eight,
as you know, being the number of resurrection.
Let us cast our eye down the chapter, and note
them briefly in order.

(1) In verse 1, we see the movement from
barrenness to fruitfulness. “ Sing, O barren, thou
that didst not bear ; break forth into singing, and
cry daloud, thou that didst not traveil with child :
for more are the children of the desolate than the
children of the married wife, saith the Lord.”

(2) Verses 2 and 3: from straitness to enlarge-
ment. *“ Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
stretch forth the curtains of thine habitafions ;
spare not : lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy
stakes. For thou shalt spread abroad on the right
hand and on the left ; and thy seed shall possess
the nations, and make the desolate cities to be
inhabited.” How true that was of the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus!

(3) Verses 4 and 5: from shame to honour.
“ Fear not ; for thou shalt not be ashamed : neither
be thou confounded ; for thou shalt notr be put to
shame ; for thou shalt forget the shame of thy
youth ...” ; and so on.

4) Verses 6 and 7: from forsakenness to
fellowship. ““ For the Lord hath called thee as a
wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, even a wife of
youth, when she is cast off, saith thy God. For a
small moment have I forsaken thee ; but with great
mercies will I gather thee.”

(5) Verses 8 to 10: from wrath to mercy. * In
overflowing wrath I hid my face from thee for a
moment ; but with everlasting kindness will I have
mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy redeemer.” You
see the look back to the Cross, in which all those
things were true ; but now it is resurrection, and
they have passed. It is a mighty and wonderful
change.

(6) Verses 11 and 12: from affliction and deso-
lation, to comfort and glory. “ O thou afflicted,
tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold,
I will set thy stones in fair colours, and lay thy
foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy

pinnacles of rubies, and thy gates of carbuncles,
and all thy border of pleasant stones.”

(7) Verses 14 and 15: from oppression to
security. “In righteousness shalt thou be estab-
lished : thou shalt be far from oppression, for thou
shalt not fear ; and from terror, for it shall not
come near thee. Behold, they may gather together,
but not by me : whosoever shall pather together
against thee shall fall because of thee.”

(8) Verses 16 and 17: from reproach to vindi-
cation. “ Behold, I have created the smith that
bloweth the fire of coals, and bringeth forth a
weapon for his work ; and 1 have created the
waster to destroy. No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper ; and every tongue that
shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt con-
demn. This is the heritage of the servants of the
Lord, and their righteousness which is of me, saith
the Lord.”

Is this not a wonderful sample of resurrection
life, power and glory? As in other connections, so
in this, we carry it all over from Old Testament
history into New Testament, into this very dis-
pensation in which we live—the Day of Resurrec-
tion. How true all this was—and is—of the Lord
Jesus, in the first place. There had beeu the nega-
tive side—all the straitness of which He spoke:
“How am I straitened till it be accomplished!”
(Luke xii. 50); the stripping, the barrenness and
desolation of the Cross ; the shame and ignominy ;
the forsakenness, even of His own Father and God
—the very wrath of God rested upon Him ; He
suffered affliction, oppression and reproach. All
those things were true, as we saw in chapter lii.
But now the whole scene has changed. What fruit-
fulness has taken the place of barrenness! Yes,
the ‘corn of wheat, falling into the ground and
dying’, has indeed bomme very much fruit—{ruit
out of many nations. What a great joy it is to us
to know, and in so many cases to know personally,
something of the fruitfulness of His sufferings, in
the ‘ seeing of His seed’. Qut of barrenness into
fruitininess ; out of His straitness, against which
He groaned. into the great enlargement which has
come to Him—and what enlargement!—out of
shame into honour: multitudes and multitudes
ever since, and multitudes to-day, all over the
world, are just heaping honour upon Him. And so
we could go on.
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But you can seec alse how true this became of
that little band of disciples. You can say that, at
the time of the Cross, these negative and dark
things were in a certain sense true of them. Yes,
everything was gone; the trees were stripped
bare ; it was barrenness indeed. In their hearts
they were saying: ‘ What has it all been for? It
has all gone; we have lost everything,’ But see
the change from the Day of Pentecost onwards.
From barrenness to fruitfulness—again you go
throuzh this list of characteristics—{rom strait-
ness, as a little band, a little handful of men,
hedged up in a few miles of Jerusalem, of Judaea,
of Palestine, a little country—unto what? “ Their
sound ”, said Paul, *“ went out into all the enrth, . . .
unto the ends of the world ” (Rom. x. 18). What
enlargement! it was the lengthening of cords, the
strengthening. of stakes in resurrection. Their
aloneness—the terrible loneliness that had come
over them when He, as they thought, was dead—
has given place to a marvellous fellowship, that is
being established in relationship with an ever-
growing company of fellow-believers. All these
things came about: this wonderful change-over
was true for the disciples.

But does it stop there? No! The same thing
became true in every new believer ; and it has been
true from then on until now. These are the things
which are the characteristics of the true believer’s
life—a believer's life! I you are living on the
other side of the Cross, or even if you are living
in the day of His death, just living with Christ
dead, these things are not true. But if we are living,
as troe believers should, on the ground of His
resurrection, then all these things are true. It is a
very blessed thing for us to be able to say, without
any hesitation or reserve, that He has changed our
life from barrenness to fruitfulness ; from strait-
ness to cnlargement ; from shame to honour ; from
forsakenness and aloneness to fellowship ; and so
on. This is the heritage of every true believer.

IMMEDIATE EFFECTS OF CHRIST'S
RESURRECTION

In the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, there is
struck and sounded forth this wonderful note-—a
new life, a new hope, a new assurance! We see it
clearly in the New Testament. It is worth noting
the marvellous effect that His appearances had
upon the people concerned. As far as we can see,
there were about ten appearances of the Lord after
His resurrection. Five of them took place on one
day, betweert sunrise and perhaps a little after
sunset ; the other five were scattered over a period,
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in different places. But it is most impressive, most
instructive, to see the tremendous change that
came over the people, and over the whole situa-
tion, between the time before He appeared, and
the time He disappeared. Let us run through some
of those appearances.

The first, undoubtedly, was with Mary Magda-
lene, who came early to the tomb, with spices, to
anoint His body (Mark xvi. 9; Iohn xx. 1-18).
What a poor, sad, desolate, empty sort of person
she was that morning! What a plaintive note there
is as she beholds Him without recognising Him,
and takes Him for the gardener: * Sir, if you have
borne Him away, tell me where you have laid
Him . Jesus opnly speaks her name—* Mary "—
and the whole sitnation is transformed, trans-
figured! She hurries from the tomb—hurries away
to tell the disciples. It would seem, too, that there
were other women near-by, and that, as they were
going, she and they, to tell the disciples, Jesus met
them on the way—another transforming scene and
experience (Matt. xxviii. 8 - 10 ; Mark xvi. 10, 11).

And then, we are told, He appeared to Simon
Peter (Luke xxiv. 34; I Cor. xv. 5). It does not
necd very much imagination to picture what kind
of Simon he was when Jesus appeared to him, He
was not a very happy sort of man! If ever there
was a man who felt he was bereft—bereft of every-
thing, stripped, stark, alone, forsaken, and in utter
despair—it must ‘have been Simon Peter. And then
Jesus appeared to him—gave him a private inter-
view! Ah! that changed the whole situation, com-
pletely transformed the whole outlook for Simon.

Then there were the two disciples on their way
to Emmaus (Luke xxiv, 13 - 35 ; Mark xvi. 12, 13).
What sad, doleful, desolate men they were! As
they walked those three miles, it must have seemed
the longest three miles that two men had ever
walked! But then Jesus appeared . . . Their eyes
were opened, they saw . ., . He went . . . and those
three miles back were the shortest three miles that
ever men had run! 1 don’t know what their time
was for the course!—but I am quite sure they
were not conscious of those three miles. Distance
and time lost all their meaning as they raced back,
fleet of foot, to Jerusalem, to tell the others. And
as they came in, before they could get out anything
of what had happensd to them, they were met with
this from the other disciples: “ The Lord is risen
indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon”! They
were changed men, and it was a changed scene in
Jerusalem into which they came.

And He appeared to the apostles themselves,
and to James, and to ** above five hundred breth-
ren at once ” (I Cor. xv. 6, 7). His appearance—
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that is, His coming in resurrection—brought about
a marvellous change on every occasion, in every
situation. It represented a very real fulfilment of
Isaiah liv-—Isaiah liv is resurrection!

CAN THIS BE A PRESENT-DAY
EXPERIENCE?

Now, the big question that arises for us is: Have
we any ground for believing that this can be our
own up-to-date experience? And I want to say
that the New Testament presents us with very solid
ground for just that. We find very much, in the
experiences of men and women afier the Lord had
gone to glory, that had this effect. T need only
turn you to the book of the Acts, and remind you
of that Ethiopian on his way home, disappointed
and desolate, sorrowful and perplexed. Surely we
may say that, through His servant Philip and
through the word of Isaiah liii, the Risen Lord
met that man. The whole scene was changed. The
last thing we hear of him is: “ he went on his way
rejoicing ” (Acts viii. 39). Here is a transfigured
life, a transfigured situation, because one has
come into touch with the Risen Lord. That
incident is typical of the marvellous transformation
that took place when the Spirit of the Lord
touched people. came into their lives, cenme into
their midst. They met sometimes in much per-
plexity and oppression, in muoch affliction and
suffering with the threats of the rulers, and they
went away changed people, full of joy, full of
confidence.

Has the dispensation changed since the time of
the Acts? That book has never had a conclusion ;
it is just broken off. The Holy Spirit never intended
Luke to write the end of the story, because it had
to go on and on and on to the end of the dispensa-
tion. What was true then is to be true in our ex-
perience now. Yes, we have plenty of ground and
evidence for this. But then, you say, ‘On what
ground can this experience be mine?’ If the Scrip-
ture gives that which justifies an expectation that
it should be true in our case, if we really have it
in the Word that it ought to be like that with us,
then the question arises, ‘ How can this be true
of me?’ Let me therefore try to say, as concisely
as possible, how it can be—how we really can
know this.

THE NEED FOR (1) A POSITIVE STAND
UPON THE GROUND OF THE CROSS

Firstly, we must take our stand most positively
on that ground which God has provided for us

through the Cross of the Lord Jesus. That is, we
must appropriate all the values of Isaiah lili, as
being provided for ws. Isaiah liii tells us all that
has been done for us. “ He was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities :
the chastisement of our peace was upon him ™.
“ He bare the sin of many ”. Our whole state and
condition, under condemnation and judgment, was
put on Him by God Himself, * He, He made His
soul an offering for sin.” That was on the Divine
side. If you and I will still linger on the ground of
question or doubt as to whether the Lord fesus
has done that, for us, as men and women, for our
sins, past, present and future, there is no hope of
this transforming experience of resurrection! If
you are still nursing condemnation, still opening
your heart or your mind to accusations, you are,
in effect. denying the work of the Lord Jesus on
the Cross, and God cannot show you His mighty
arm.

“To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?”
Never to the man or woman who brings in any
question as to the work of the Lord Jesus in His
Cross! Never! You must get right off that ground
in every way. I you are so fond of doubting and
questioning, if you will so tenaciously hold on
to condemnation, can you not swing right over in
the opposite direction, put all that capacity for
doubting and unbelieving round the other way, and
say dbout your condemnation: ‘I don’t believe it !
Isaiah liii says that He took ail that for me: then
1 definitely do not believe, 1 will not believe—the
Cross of the Lord Jesus forbids me to believe—
that there is condemnation.” Yes, put your strong
and mighty capacity for unbelieving the other way
round—Ilet it be converted! Put it over against all
the work of the accusing spirits, the accusing con-
science and the accusing heart. Meet the whole
thing in reverse!

No, we shall never know this mighty, many-
sided transformation and transfiguration of lifc,
until we quite positively take our stand upon the
values which we see secured for us in Isaiah. liii.
We shall once agaio, and in the simplicity of a
beginner, have to sit down with that chapter, and,
as has been so often said, put our own name in
there: ‘ He was wounded for my transgressions ;
He was bruised for my iniquities ; the chastisement
of my peace was upon Him ; with His stripes /
am healed.” We shall never experience resurrec-
tion glory until we have our feet firmly planted on
that ground. You see, it is we ourselves who con-
stitute the ground of death: it is in us—it is not in
Christ ; we must thercfore repudiate our own
ground. We must say, when the Accuser would
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bring all our sins to remembrance: ‘ Yes, I know
them well, and thousands more ; but . . . there is
Qune who died in my place.’ Faith must credit God
and Christ with the full meaning of the Cross.

(2) A POSITIVE DRAWING UPON THE
POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION

Next, we must take a positive attitude at all
times to “ the power of his resurrection ™ (Phil.
iii. 10}—the attitude of faith in ‘ God who raises
the dead® (II Cor. i. 9). We must really reckon
upon that ‘extra’, and that °other’, which is
represented by the power of His resurrection. It is
all true—that this is this and that is that, and
things are as they are; it is all true. We are not
putting on blinkers, trying to make believe that we
are not as bad as we are, or things are not as bad
as they are: we know that they are just as bad as
they can be. inside and out. Buz . . . there is some-
thing more than that—an altogether transcendent
factor: and that is, the power of His resurrection.
We must take a very positive attitude at all times
toward that.

(a) FOR PERSONAL LIFE

This means, in practical terms, a definite draw-
ing upon His risen life. But it does not mean that
we are thereby entitled to break the laws of Ged.
For instance, if you speak at three or four or five
meetings a day, for something like eleven weeks,
without one day’s rest, you are breaking the taws
of God, and God will not protect you. That is
exactly what I have known to happen. How long
it takes us to learn these lessons—sometimes a
whole life-time! We get drawn out by need and
appeal and so on. 1 believe the Lord is very sym-
pathetic, but, nevertheless, He does not set aside
His laws. So I have to say, that, while avoiding
breaking Divine laws, the laws of nature, the laws
of our bodies (and you can never speak of the laws
of nature without meaning God, for the laws of
nature are an expression of God, and God is Him-
self the supreme Law of Nature: that is not Pan-
theism, but it does mean that the laws of nature
bring you right into touch with God)—I say, while
not violating God in His laws, in the body and so
on, we must deliberately at all times draw upon
His resurrection life. We must do it ; we must keep
a tight hold. so to speak, on the risen life of the
Lord, and draw upom it; make a very practical
thing of it. -

When I was a small boy, 1 remember my mother
teliing me something that has remained with me
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to this day. She was describing to me the death of
my grandfather, an old man of eighty-four. She
was sitting by his bed, holding his hand, as he was
slowly, very slowly passing away. He had been a
very strong man, physically, and this is what she
told me. © He had hold of my hand °, she s4id, ‘in
a tremendous grip: I was praying for him, but he
was gradually sinking away: but 1 felt as though
he was drawing the very life out of me ; [ felt my
very vitality being sapped ; he was pulling some-
thing out of me, to hold on to life: and at last I
could stand it no longer—1I just had to wrench my
hand out of his; and when [ did so, he went’

Well, I do not know how much scientific truth
there is in that ; but to me it is an dlustration. We
have literally got to draw on the vitality of our
Lord. It is an attitude, a grip of faith: we must
“lay hold an life ’, as Paul said to Timothy (I Tim.
vi. 12). It must be something that we do.

I fear we are far too indefinite in this matter of
our relationship to our Risen Lord, We believe in
the resurrection ; we believe in resurrection life ;
and we believe that it is for us: but we are not
dehnite enough about it. We must first ask our-
selves: ‘ Do I need resurrection life? Am 1 in need
of the power of His resurrection?’ Of course, if
you have no sense of need, you will not be definite
about it ; but if, in any way, you really feel your
need of the power of His resurrection, that the
Arm of the Lord should be revealed to you in that
way, then ask yourself the further question: ° Are
there any Scriptures, any statements in the Word
of God, which justify me in believing that that life
is for me?’ Then, if you believe the answer to
that to be in the affirmative, say to yourself: * Let
me get to the Word, and find oat what it says
about this ; let me gather up, search out, all that
the Word of God says about this matter of resur-
rection life—for mel’

Do it as an exercise, not just picking out random
texts ; get a strong foundation of Scripture under
your feet, “ If the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwelleth in you, he that raised
up Christ Jesus from the dead shall quicken also
your mortal bodies through his Spirit that dwelleth
in you" (Rom. viii. II). That is in the Bible!
“ Always bearing about in the body the dying of
Jesus . . . that the life also of Jesus may be mani-
fested in our mortal flesh” (II Cor. iv. 10, 11).
That is Scripture! Gather up in this way all that
you can find ; take it to the Lord, and say: * Lord,
your Word clearly says . . .’ (and here you can
quote Scripture to Him, if you like: it is a very
healthy thing io remind the Lord of His Word).
* Now, Lord, you have said that the power of the
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resurrection is to be known in Your people, in
believers, as a present experience: here is Your
Word about it.” Bring it to the Lord ; present it to
Him, all that you can find ; be very definite in this
matter. We might see marvellous things, wonder-
ful things, have a far greater testimony of resurrec-
tion life, if only we would be more definite about
it. It is not just going to ‘ happen’; it is not going
to be casual. Any dilly-dallying about this thing
will not find us coming into the good of it. We
must be positive ; we must be definite ; we must
make this a very real matter.

For it is not just personal, for our own private
good ; the whole testimony of our Risen Lord is
bound up with this. There s, of course, thank God,
the personal application, and this may be either
spiritual—for we are surely all, individually, in
constant need of new accessions of life spiritnally
—or it may bé physical. Blessed be God, that we
can take life for our bodies! We may know resur-
rection life carrying us through impossible sitna-
tions, physically. Or it may be that we need a new
accession of life, the * baring of His arm’, in our
ministry : for all mihistry, if it is to be true spiritual
ministry, has to be fulfilled in the power of His
resurrection.

(b FOR CORPORATE LIFE

But then. widening out beyond personal, individ-
nal need, it may apply to a company of the Lord’s
people of which we are a part, or in which we may
have some responsibility. Things are going down
into death, straitness and dishonour ; the situation
is not glorifying to the Lord ; and we are greatly
burdened with the need—Oh, that the Arm of the
Lord might be revealed! Oh, that the power of re-
surrectton might be manifested! What are you
going to do about it? Well, it requires the same
exercise. This resurrection of the Lord Jesus is for
every aspect of the life of the believer and the
Church.

But . . . it does not just happen. I say once
again: we have got to take a very definite and
positive attitude to this matter. If we will, and it
we do, there are those who can testify, from a long
history, that this really does work—that repeated
miracles of sustenance aud enableinent and supply,
of raising up and carrying on, will result again and
again, from a definite laying hold of the fact that
Christ is risen for us. He died for us-—He is risen
for us. He died in our place—He lives in our stead.
He is the Living One!

T. A-S.

ON RESURRECTION GROUND

“ ... Abraham, who is the father of us all (as it is
written, A father of many nations have I made
thee) before him whom he believed, even God, who
giveth life to the dead, and calleth the things that
are prot gs though they were” (Romans iv. 17).

ABRAHAM is the pattern believer. He shows
us that every true man of faith must find himself in
vital association with the God * who giveth life to
the dead ™. To be a believer means not only to
aceept the actual fact of Christ's resurrection and
to claim benefits from it, but also to be oneself on
resurrection ground-—to be, as it were, a ‘ resurrec-
tion man’.

RESURRECTION GROUND IS GOD'S
GROUND

This resurrection ground is the ground which
God the Father takes with us. Do we long to know
the reality of His fatherly love and purpose? For
this, we must come up on to resurrection ground,
for it is only at that ground that He knows us as
His children. He has begotten us, imparted to us

His own life, “ by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead ” (I Pet. i. 3). Finding us in death,
He lifts us up on to a new plane of life by bringing
us up into the realm of resurrection. God begins
there, and He demands that we stay there.

Resurrection ground is Christ's ground. As
believers, we are “in Christ”, but this does not
mean in the Christ who, as the Man Jesus, walked
here on the earth in Gospel days. Nobody could
be “in Christ ” then. It was only when, by way of
the Cross, He rose to resurrection ground that He
could bring the believer ““ into ” Himself, and know
him in that new realm.

Resurrection ground is the Holy Spirit’s ground.
His power is the power of Christ’s resurrection.
Indeed, it was not until the new era of resurrection
life had come that the Spirit was given in His ful-
ness to the Church. Those early days of fulness
were days when the great emphasis of all con-
cerned was upon the Risen Christ, and upon the
fact that it is in vital union with Him that the
Spirit’s power can be known. Resurrection ground,
then, is God’'s ground.
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RESURRECTION GROUND 1S SURE
GROUND

Resurrection ground is unfailing. It is certain
ground. Nothing can keep us off that ground ex-
cept our own unwillingness to eater it through the
gateway of the Cross. Satan cannot prevent it. He
does hinder in many things—even the Apostle Paul
had to confess this- -but there is one thing that he
cannot do, and that is, keep us off resurrection
ground. Circumstances may confine and limit us—
or seem to do so—but they cannot hold us down
from this resurrection unjon with Christ. Indeed,
it was in the very prison which seemed so 1o hinder
Paul’s ministry that he wrote of being °raised
together with Him * and * made to sit togetiier with
Him in heavenly places’ (Eph. ii. 6). So, if we are
not on resurrection ground, we must not blame
circumstances or Satan. Nor must wé blame our
fellow-believers, Fellowship with others may
involve us in difficulties, and from time to time
seem to be a real hindrance ; but, even if this is
trae, it is still a fact that nobody can prevent our
having a personal life in the heavenlies in Christ.
Whataver be the outward problems, we can, if we
will, rise in our spirits on to resurrection ground,
and nobody can drag us down.

It is the ground of unrestricted liberty, Think of
the Lord Jesus, and of how wonderfully He was
relieved of all that had previously sought to restrict
Him, when once He was risen from the dead. How
indifferent He now was to the Roman seals on the
tomb; to the heavy stone placed before the
entrance : to the closed doors of His disciples, or
to the distance between Emmaus and Jerusalem.
Once on the ground of resurrection He was in a
realm where those things cannot hinder and do
not count.

Above all, it is victory ground, Here all the foes
are not merely powerless, they are already van-
quished. We may find it a fight—a fight of faith—
to get on to that ground, or to keep there ; but once
we are there the fight is already decided and the
issue settled. There was a wonderful calm in the
atmosphere of the Forty days following Christ’s
resurrection. All His enemies were finally defeated.
It is true that, after Pentecost, the fierce conflict
was renewed ; but, as the disciples were enabled
to mount up in spirit to the ground of their Risen
Lord, they themselves became “more than
conquerors .

THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM

We must be explicit, and seek to defiue what is
meant by living on resurrection ground. For that
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purpose, as has already been said, Abraham is our
pattern, for he shows us what it means to be one
who believes in the God who raises the dead. In
his story we can observe three features of this life
on resurrection ground.

(1) UTTERLY CAST ON GOD

In the first place, be continually found himself
utterly cast on God. Everything was impossible for
him naturally, and only became possible by an
experience of resurrection power.

There were, of course, coniradictions in Abra-
ham’s life. No doubt he learned by his mistakes,
for we usually do learn in that way, but it is these
very mistakes which enable us to see more clearly
the ground which he had to take. While normally
dependent on God, there were three occasions
when he took things into his own hands, and so
showed us that whenever we think that we can
handle matters ourselves we are virtually off resur-
rection ground, and there is a complete hold-up
until we recognise and forsake our error,

The first of these occasions came when. soon
after his entry into the land of promise, he became
mvolved in a famine (Gen. xii. 10 - 20). Instead of
saying, * Well, in any case, this is God’s ground ;
it may seem impossible to live here, but that is His
business, not mine’, and continuing in quiet faith,
he felt that he must act for himself, It so often
does happen that when we entcr a new realm of
faith and obedience we are challenged, and alas !
like Abram, we often panic and shift our ground.
Abram went down into Egypt, and there became
involved i a course of subterfuges and contradic-
tions to faith, which brought about a complete
failure of his testimony to the Lord. He had solved
his immediate problems, and found plenty—
Abraham actually grew richer while in Egypt;
but, until he retraced his steps and got back on to
God’s ground, the whole purpose of God in his
life was in jeopardy.

The second failure, and the worst, was when he
and Sarai conspired together to help God produce
a son—the son which He had promised them, but
seemed unable to provide (Gen. xvi), Either they
thought that God needed their assistance, or they
thought that He needed hurrying up. These are
two great evidences of the carnal mind: it cannot
rely solely on God and it cannot wait for God’s
time. Interestingly enough, they still had to turn to
Egypt, for Hagar, the mother of the false son of
Abraham, was herself an Egyptian. There is no
need here to dwell on the immediate distress, nor
on the tragedy of the centuries, which this strength
of the flesh brought about.
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spite of himself Abram took God’s side, and ceased
to press the claims of Ishmael.

Then came Isaac’s birth, and the time when
Sarah insisted that they should not even live to-
gether, * Cast out this bondwoman and her son ™,
she insisted ; and we are told that “ the thing was
very grievous in Abraham'’s sight” (Gen. xxi. 10,
11). We must not imagine that Abraham enjoyed
agreeing with the Lord’s denials, any more than
we do. It was bad enough to have Ishmael set aside,
but now he had to say ‘No!’ to any mixture in
the home—Ishmael nad to be banished. So we
notice a progressive costliness about the way of
self-denjal. We do not know how much jt cost
Abram to leave Ur, or Haran, or the plains of
Jericho ; but it seems that on each occasion the
denial was deeper—it was something more costly,
more prized, which had to be forsaken, if he were
to continue in the way of enlargement.

So we come to the seventh and last of his costly
denials: he had to say ‘ No! * even to his beloved
Isaac (Gen. xxii), Isaac had been God-given,
wholly of God, a veritable miracle from Heaven.
How hard it must have been, then, for Abraham,
not only to let him go, but actually with his own
hands to lay Isaac on the altar. The Lord spared
him nothing, save the last actual plunge of the
knife. And so the man of faith is found to be a
man in complete harmony with the will of God,
even In its most costly demands. And every new
death that he died was made an occasion of a new
experience of resurrection fulness.

(3} CONSTANT NEWNESS AND INCREASE

The third characteristic of the believer on resur-
rection ground is copstant newness and increase.
If we were to follow up the story of the seven ex-
periences of death to self in the life of Abraham,
which we have just considered, we should find that
after each renunciation there came into his life
some fresh experience of fulness. In the first two
cases, at Ur and at Haran, it seems that God gave
the promises before Abram obeyed. He always
helps us in the early stages of our life of faith.
Subsequently, however, it was only after Abraham
had accepted the Lord’s ‘No! * that he received
the fuller blessing.

This happened after he had given way to Lot
over the choice of territory: “ And the Lord said
unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from
him . . .” He did not speak words of condolence
or pity but of prospect. * Lift up rrow thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou art . . .” To
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men’s judgment a place of renunciation, of limita-
tion or of loss; but—' Look!” * Northward and
southward and castward and westward: for all
the land which thou seest, to thee will I giveit...”
(Gen. xiii. 14, 15). To let go to God always means
enlargement.

Again, when Abram had refused the gifts from
the king of Sodom, we are told that: = After these
things the word of the Lord came unto Abram ih
a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield,
and thy exceeding great reward ” (Gen. xv. 1). The
important word is ‘ exceeding . Although he had
renounced something, in exchange for it he was to
receive that which excelled. There is an excellency
for those who are prepared to suffer the loss of all
things for the Lord’s sake. Again God called him
to look, this time upwards: “ Look now toward
heaven . . . So shall thy seed be ” (v. 5). Upward
there is this realm of expansion and infinite reward,
and it is for the man who is prepared, through
death to self, to come up on to resurrection ground.

It was when Abram accepted God’s refusal to
acknowledge Ishmael, and believed for Isaac, that
the lord appecared to him again with fresh
promises of fulness. “I . . . will multiply thee
exceedingly ” (Gen. xvii. 2). “ And 1 will make
thee exceedingly fruitful . . . (v. 6). This is the
chapter which tells of the changes of name: Abram
now becomes Abraham and Saral is now Sarah,
and royal expectations arc announced: “ Kings
shall come out of thee ™ (vv. 6 and 16). This is the
future for those who turn from their own efforts
to bring about the will of God, accept the Divine
veto on all that is of their flesh, and commit them-
selves wholly to Him. They are led into royal
destinies.

Finally, we have to consider the outcome of the
offering of Isaac on Mount Moriah. For Abraham
personally, it led on into the last and most fruitful
period of his life. But we see far beyond that. We
see Israel, and David, the Temple and the glory
of the kingdom. More, we see Christ, the promised
‘ Seed °, and the multitudes of the faithful who are
all sons of Abraham in the Spirit. We pass from
Abraham’s “lamb’ to the Lamb of God, and reach
the glorious culmination of all in the Marriage of
the Lamb. There seems to be no end to the spirit-
ual significance of that great act of renunciation.

Here, then, is the way by which spiritual values
can be kept fresh, and here, too, is the secret of
their constant increase. By those ahd for those who
pass through death on to resurrection ground, it is
all made possible,

H.F.
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God’s purpose, They are all, shall we say, different
voices in the choir. Jeremiah, for instance, may be
the profound bass, the deep rumbling of God’s
judgment, yet from a broken heart ; Isaiah may be
the tenor, clear as a bird; Ezekiel may be the
baritone, between the two and combimng the two.
I think you will find that there is some truth in
those definitions,

But they are all parts of the one great choir, and
they are all occupied with one theme ; and the one
theme of all the prophets, all the voices, all the
instrumentalities of the Scriptures, is: God’s full
thought concerning a people for His Son, a people
by whom His Son will administer His eternal
kingdom.

We must honour every voice, and every note,
and every instrumentality that God raises up. We
must recognise that God has variety. 'In His sov-
ereignty He has a right to choose and to use what
He will. There is no place for any rivalries or
jealousies. But it is very necessary tfor us, as one
instrumentality among many, to know what our
note is, and just where we stand in this sovereign
‘working of all things aflter the counsel of His own
will’ (Eph. i. 11},

So, the word at the commencement of these
meditations #s this. We are not here just presenting
some special messages on some special subject,
however good or valuable that might be. Our
meditations are to be in relation to the whdle pur-
pose of God, and it is that purpose which must
dominate.

Now, perhaps you do not recognise tlle point of
that. It is possible—so possible, that it becomes
in a very large way actual—to enjoy the teaching,
and all the accompaniments of it, to enjoy the
benefits and the values, and to say: ‘ Well, I find
a great deal of help or blessing in that’; and yet
not to have recognised the fundamental meaning
of it, as to just why the help or blessing is found.
Why do we find the Lord in it? Why the life? Why
the light? Why all thls that we are enjoying? It is
not just something in itself. I venture to say that
that very well might not be so, but for the funda-
mental purpose. It all springs out of that. And it
is of the greatest importance that we should not
just be deriving blessings and benefits. enjoying
ourselves with the fruit, but should ourselves be
part aof the very root of the thing, and the root of
the thing should be in us.

So, if you can say to your own heart: ‘ Well, 1
have found blessing, I have found help ; I like to
read the messages ; I meet the Lord in them’, per-
haps that may challenge you—and T hope it does—
to ask yourself: Why? why? Let me say again
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quite clearly: It lies in the very object for which
this instrumentality has been brought into being
by God Himself. We must understand that.

Forgive these solemn and somewhat fierce
words. but we must gei right to the heart of this.
And so we are led to this vision which the prophet
Isaiah had. We begin by taking some account of
this instrument, this vessel—Isalah himself,

NOT MEN, BUT INSTRUMENTS

We need to realise that, when we are reading
these books—the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel and others—we are not just reading history
—either history actually, or history prophetically,
predictively. You can read your Bible like that.
You can be occupied with the phrase ‘In the
times of Moses’, or * In the times of the kings’, or
‘ In the times of the prophets’. . . and so read it as
history. Or you might read it as biography :
Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah and the rest. But
1 want to impress this upon you—you must not
read your Bible just in that way, After all, what is
the real value of the Bible if it is no more than
history or biography? You must read your Bible—
and I am thinking at the moment particularly of
Isaiah- -in the light of instrumentalities in relation
fo one persistent purpose. The purpose is one right
from the beginning ; it persists all the way through
the ages; and these people-—these men, and this
nation—are only in view at all, they only have
their being, their place, and their name, because
they are instruments, chosen and raised up of God,
in relation to that one persistent purpose.

We must be very clear about this. We must have
it very definitely in our minds, when we read our
Bible, that these are not necessarily ‘men’, as
such, at all. They have a great name—yes:
Abraham has a great name, and sc has Moses, and
so has David, and so have the prophets. They have
a name, and we call them by their name. But we
need to realise that it is not the office, but the
function, that gives the value and the significance
to anybody in the Bible. God did not just choose
an Isaiah, as a man ; God chose an instrument for
His purpose, and that instrument, shall we say,
‘happened’ to be [Isaiah. It is not something
official ; it is something which represents a spiritual
function, an instrumentality.

In the workshop of God—and it is a very big
one—there are numerons instruments. God has
His design before Him. And in relation to that
design—for different parts. for different aspects, at
different times, in diflerent places—He selects His
instruments. It is in relation to that particular part
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of the whole. Well, it does not matter whether He
calls that instrument by a certain name, does it?
That really does not matter at all. If you were in
a workshop with a master-workman, he might
point to something and simply say, ‘I want that’,
without giving it its name at all. If you knew the
names of these different instruments, he might
mention the name and say: ‘ Bring me so-and-so .
But he would very likely point to the thing and
say: ‘1 want that for the moment ; give me that.’
It is the purposc that it is to serve, not the name
thatllbclongs to it, that gives it any significance
at all,

Po you see the point? In the workshop of God,
the instrumentalities, and the purpose for which
they have been brought in, are the things that
matter. It is not the labels that you put on them,
not the names that you give them—that is man’s
way of doing things. It is the purpose that they
serve, And as for Isaiah—well, we must call him
something ; he must be known by some name.
because he served the purpose; but it is not his
biography, it is not his place in history—it is his
spirityal function, his spiritual purpose, the spirit-
ual principle that he embodies, that is the thing.
Men try to make names for themselves, get a repu-
tation, he placarded as of some importance. God is
not a little bit interested in that: all that matters to
God is the purpose that they serve. Our names are
written in heaven, and that is the very best place
for them. Men want to have them written up large
on earth. God writes our names in heaven. We may
not know out name until we get there. But, when
we have enunciated the principle, we do not forget
that Bible names were so often a synonym for the
bearers’ work.

Now, when you come to this sixth chapter of
Isaiah, you meet with a man. But, before long, you
find yourself not in the presence of the man Isaiah
at all: you find the man falling down, dropping
away, as it were, and crying: *“ Woe is me ™. Tt is
the exalted Lord who is in view: cverything now
is focused upon Him, everything now is related to
Him. All is concerned with Him—" the Lord, high
and lifted up . And all purpose is centred in Him,
not in Isaiah or anyone else. He comes to dominate
the situation.

A TRANSITION FROM EARTHLY TO
HEAVENLY

That may sound like a simple statement. But as
we go on, we shall see that it is a fact of the greatest
significance. Isaiah says: “ In the year that king
Uzziah died I saw the Lord . . .” When we come
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to that presently, we shall see that this marks a
tremendous transition. From something that was
big, great, important, dominating, fascinating in
this world, there is now a transition to something
far greater—to Heaven itself.

The meaning of it all is—rthat which is above.
The whole explanation of Isaiuh or of any other
man—be he one of the “ major’ prophets. be he
any great name in the Bible—is that Throne, that
exalted Lord. And so the Apostle John wrote :
‘Isaiah said these things because he'saw His glory’,
He said * these things’. 1t was not just thar Isaiah
said some of the things that are contained here, in
the commaission of the Lord. The whole life of this
man, and all his ministry, right on to the end, right
to the end of this book, came ount of his having
‘seen His glory’. What a law that is for life, for
ministry—" becatise he saw His glory ’!

We shall have more to say about that when we
speak of the results, But what we are to be im-
pressed with, right at the outset, is this: that it is
not the men, not the instrumentalities, that matter ;
it is the purpose. And, from Heaven’s standpoint,
we are greater or smaller, according to our oneness
with that purpose. Our significance is in proportion
to our vital relationship with that purpose: that is,
that His glory should fill the whole carth. That is,
as you know, a part of the statement of the sera-
phim in the vision: “ the whole earth is full of his
glory ” (Is. vi. 3). As you will see from the margin
of the Revised Version, the Hebrew is literally :
‘the fulness of the whole earth is his glory’. The
earth is the place for the fulness of His glory, That
is God’s purpose for the place of His Son. So the
man must go out, become insignificant, and cry
‘Woe!” Any instrumentality that does not corres-
pond to the glory of Christ must fall down and be
adjusted.

*Because he saw His glory *—that explains
Isaiah. The Lord never chooses persons as sich,
whoever they may be. The choice is governed by
purpose. God does not choose anyone just as a
person. He does not even choose instrumentalities
as things in themselves. There is a sovereighty
about God’s choice. Very often He chooses some-
thing that is altogether without reputation, or
standing, or acceptance ;: something altogether re-
jected by men. He has His purpose in view all the
time.

And if He does choose a man like Paul, with
great natiural gifts and abilities, He will deal with
that vessel in such a way as to make him know—
whatever other people may say about him or think
about him—that before God he is nothing. Tt is
not what other people say about a person: it is
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what that person knows himsellf or hetself to be iin
the presence of Gusd. There is no maan, I think, who
was more In %reeﬁmtt with Isaiah in crying :
* Wice is me ”, than the Apostle Paul. For indeed
he did ery that— Woe is me —* O wretched man
that I am!” (Rom, vii. 24). It is not that God is
looking for big men or impertant people, as such.
He needs men, he needs wormen, he needs peopie ;
buft He is looking for an iAstiwim@nt—an insbiu-
ment that is in perfect RarmoRy with Uhe purpese
that He has in hand.

INSTRUMENTS SHAPED TO THE PURPOSE
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thing seemed to be set fair for a glorious period of
history. Isaiah was brought up in that, The tri-
umphs of Uzziah brought the nation and the king-
dom, geographically, almost back to the limits of
Solomon’s reign—that is, to the limits of the
covenant made to Abraham, It was a wonderful
reign.

As I say, there is no doubt that this young man
—you can see from his writings that he was an
idealist—was under the fascination of this great
man, this wonderful man, Uzziah; he over-
shadowed everything for him. Isaiah’s life was
wrapped up with that of the king. God blessed
Uzziah, and prospered him, and gave him victory,
and gave him territory: “ his name spread far
abroad, for he was marvellously helped . . .” And
then . .. and then . . . tragedy of tragedies—read
it: “ But when he was strong, his heart was lifted
up so that he did corrupily, and he trespassed
against the Lord his God; for he went into the
temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar
of incense ™ (II Chron. xxvi. 15, 16).

How much we could say about the perils of
prosperity, the perils of popularity, the perils of
blessing—ecven God’s blessing! And how much we
could say about the unsafety of the best of men.
How unreliable we are—I mean * we men ! How
dangerous it is for God to entrust us with blessing !
There is much in that. The point is that there came
this moment, this turning-point in Uzziah’s life,
when, with all the good that there had been, with
all the blessing and enlargement that God had
given him, he assumed something—and then he
presumed.

It is like so many things, and so many people—
yes, so many instrumentalities: a good beginning,
bidding fair to accomplish some great thing for the
glory of God, with much Divine blessing, and
much Divine enlargement; and then . . . at a
certain almost imperceptible point, it becomes
something in itself, and begins to trade upon its
position, upon its reputation—even trade upon the
blessing of God! There comes in a secret pride of
having become something—of course for the Lord,
and by the blessing of the Lord ; assuming that the
blessing of the Lord overlooks secret sin, and pre-
suming upon that ; spiritual pride creeping in. That
is the history of Uzziah ; and that is the history of
many a greatly blessed and used instrumentality of
God.

THE HOLINESS OF GOD

Ugzzizh, then, presuming upon his position and
God’s blessing, as we see, committed this presump-
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tuous act: he went into the Holy Place, where the
Altar of Incense was, to offer incense. The high
priest, with eighty other priests, implored him,
begged him, warned him, telling him in most
definite terms that that was neither his place nor
his office. The priesthood saw through the act to
tite spiritual significance—presumption. And then,
as he stood there, censer in hand, ready to offer the
incense, with his anger rising, God smote him! The
lepraosy broke out upon his face, and the priests
made haste to thrust him out of the Temple ; and
from that day to the day of his death he lived in a
lazar house—a leper!

What about lsaiah?—the man who had been
living, fascinated, under the shadow of all the pre-
ceding glory ; to whom Uzziah had been the very
model, the life dominating his whole horizon ?
Here is his idol shattered! He knows that that man
is 1n a leper asylum for the rest of his life!

Do you see the significance of this vision?
“ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord . . .".

For a ministry like this, to serve God’s full pur-
pose, you must be horizoned by nothing less than
that One on the Throre. You must have no other
vision ; no fascination or heart-captivation with
that which, under testing and under trial, will break
down-—and will let you down. It is very necessary,
in order to fulfil this purpose, that we get away
from earth and from men, and get to the only Man
—the Man in Heaven. Everything for Isaiah was
saved by that vision. How he might have been
shattered! How devastating this whole thing would
have been finally for this young man, if he had not
seen Another, whose glory eclipsed the human
glory which, up to that time, had been the greatest
glory of which he knew. Such a vision is a tremen-
dous thing for our deliverance in the day of
disillusionment.

DELIVERANCE IN DISILLUSIONMENT

For we shall all undoubtedly suffer much dis-
llusionment as we go on. There may be great
Bible teachers, and great figures in the Christian
world, whom we admire. I have done that: T have
been a young man, and have done my hero-
worshipping of the great Bible teachers, the great
leaders, the great Christian statesmen, and so on.
And I have lived to know that you dare not put
your trust in men—in “ princes . You will find,
sooner or later, that, at best, that is not safe
ground. And while, in many cases, it is not a matter
of sin, yet, in many cases, the Lord does allow
these “idols” in the end to pass out under a shadow.

The point is that you may come to a time when




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 37 - Searchable

you are disillusioned, when you discover the
human weaknesses and defects in those vou
thought were absolutely trustworthy and reliable.
And many people to-day are out in the shadows,
out in some backwa'er, in their Christian lives,
because of becoming disillusioned or disappointed
with certain Christians, or certain things. They
looked for, and thought they had found, perfection,
and they discovered they had not.

Now this is a contingency, a possibility, that we
have got to face. If we have not really seen the
Lord Jesus as the answer, if our anchorage is not
firmly in Heaven with Him, we shall be shattered
in that day, and our faith will break down. What
we need is this seeing of the exalted Lord and His
glory ; and this seeing is essential to our salvation,
not only as believers in God, but for those of us
who are Christian workers, in order- to get us
through. If we have not seen the significance and
the meaning of the Man in the Throne, we shall
just go to pieces umder the duress of disillusion-
ment and disappointment,

That does not mean—God forbid!—that we
should develop a spirit of mistrust about servants
of God, and be always looking for their faults,
watching where they are going to break down. God
forbid that there should be anything of that. At

FOR BOYS
THE LOST

WHEN the morning meeting was over, Jimmy
said goodbye to his mother and went off with his
grandparents to their home. His mother had
arranged this because she had to visit a sick friend
in hospital, and Jimmy was happy enough about
the plan, for his grandmother always made sure
that he had a good time when he went there,

As a matter of fact, he had such a good time
that he was almost sorry to go off to Sunday
School. But just before he left, his grandfather
asked him if they had a Missionary Box at the
school. When Jimmy replied that they had, Grand-
father took two sixpences from his purse, saying :
‘ Here is one sixpence for the box, and one for you
to do what you like with.” Then he added one of
those jokes that grown-ups seem to think so funny,
saying with a laugh: ‘ Now mind you don’t get
them mixed up, James. You must put them in
different pockets.’

Jimmy didn’t think that this was at all funny,
but he was polite as well as being obedient, so he
put one coin in one pocket of his grey shorts and

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1959

the same time, whatever we may think about God’s
servants, let us remember that they are but frail
vessels, and that, if we are to go through and fulfil
God’s purpose, it is necessary that we should have
seen the only infallible Oune, the only One who can
really be relied upon never to disappoint. The
Lord Jesus will never be the occasion of a dis-
illusionment---never !

Now, you see, Isaiah had been related to Uzziah
in this way: epamoured, fascinated, captivated.
And then he became involved. Disillusioned,
siripped and denuded, in such a day he needs
something: he needs saving, he needs rescuing ;
he needs hope; he needs, in the midst of the
wreckage, to see purpose. The purpose has not
gonc ; 1t is not all in vain, not all hopeless. The
God who had called him in relation to His purpose,
met his need ; and so the vision was his salvation
and his ministry.

We leave it there for the time being. Let us re-
mind ourselves that we are not talking about
Isaiah, we are not talking about Uzziah ; we are
not talking about the prophecies of Isaiah ; we are
not talking about the vision that Isaiah was given.
We are talking about Another, whom John says
Isaiah saw: ‘he saw His glory '—the glory of our
Lord Jesus.

T. A-S.

AND GIRLS
SIXPENCE

the other in the pocket on the other side. And this
was the cause of all the trouble! As he was getting
near the Hall he suddenly remembered that there
was a hole in one of his pockets. He clapped his
hand to his left side, but to his dismay could feel
no cein there. He plunged his hand into the pocket,
and sure enough, the sixpence had gone. It was
only a small hole, that was why he had said nothing
about it to his mother, but it was big enough for a
sixpence to fall through. Horrified, Jimmy felt the
other pocket, but that was all right. The sixpence
lay safely there.

Now Jimmy was faced with a truly difficult
problem. Which sixpence had he lost? Was it the
one given to the Lord’s work, or was it his own?
He tried hard to remember what Grandfather had
said. Had he said that the one in the left-hand
pocket was for the Lord? Or that the right pocket
one was his own? Jimmy was an honest boy, and
he had to admit to himself that nothing of this
kind had been said. It was he, and he alone, who
must make the decision. And by the time he
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reached Sunday Sdnool he stilll diidl mott kmowy thoe
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kept asking himselff winet was the rigit kg to din.
As the battle weant on im his mind, he paidl vary
little attention to the lesson, witich ws someaiiing
about Elijah and a widow's ause. Rightt 2t e
end, the teacher said, very cleaily: “So you swe
that 1t is always right t0 pultﬂli\e Lord ffigst”
ﬂghtt@mt!tm Lord firss! Dimmy heand  yawr
wiieit is meie, e kaeew it

3 ]

it\msthe @nswmt@ms mmmm
was over he droppe dthempeneem ok 2
set off for home with his friend Silks. Perteps e
ought to have felt happy, now thet e had mede
this sacrifice, but / he fieht sz, Miiis szdiness
was only madie worse Siles amnounced tiratt
with next S:twndizy's money e L)

have enough to buy his rolller iaties, amd| thwatt i
father had promised to take himm to the shep to gt
them. Poor Jimmp! He had diome the righitt tinimg),
of that he was sure, but he found itt Ivard tio imk
that, after alll, he would still Ieve to wait fior hnis

skates.
It @ff ek

Meth
mﬁnﬁh hospial, msﬁo@mm% Then  dawvirrd

male apout Ummmys tedtexiour at lmebh, Hust
matiiing) was sseitl tto Hear, Hioveswer, ass sswon ass shiee
weanit @it aff tie noom), GrandiEzther tturneel too tiim
andl adieed: “ Lanees, Haewee ywau ggot aa Hudde ibnyyour
okt ??" Timmoyy tunmed] neatl aard] Headl tto aabindd tthiaat
e Hreedt], thiougih e aadtbied] tHaett it twass carljy aa ssdl|
ane. Hie cold mot iinagire Howow Hiss goiaddatieer
Rarewy atoutt itt. Hhie ssoon unidissttond], tHuougdh, witken
W tmﬂkmofg:] a wgﬁm t&litlrhg Ty
ittrmusst Heaxee ssivd it e hiss
an to the mmmmmﬂwm‘:t
aftier lee thadl gare offf ito | Sohiood]. < Niésegr
wiind’, ssﬁtu((‘&mmﬁﬁli\er ‘T wiill] puatid tibnttee Baox

it esxearii » Tivnnwss fiaee fidll. Wdas Hee tto bee
roibtved! off Hiis Hgpss A mﬁml titRe? Hiis
fbae, Grandifather asket! Hihim . ¢ Yoau llmt

sirgenee g, Haae yout?' Tien Jamgy
plisivned] it ittwashiis own witiigh Haatl Hwnwssl
ﬂﬁ%ﬂhﬂt Ihe Hindl itt tie qalar oane i 1O tHee Hax.
QNI URSS H SEn Invtead) off vingy
%mm sspilte @%@%wimvwm
g ttquy and beggan too bpowHissneseeviedtanty.
Ie sqsun ddrergrd) too2a ssikte 2t ptting
the sispence trdk 1mmmasrpusselhe tesddk amit 2a
aihmy halffasoovm. “Xoou hedl bsstesr Hage tihids,
S h‘zilhesmtﬂ “ik i g 2 woort sbipptinewghh

as& lhé S%Fbl % t, TImmRss, eeraddanhce:
hee wealth 2Awaeps
timlma &rﬁstt lmh1ﬁsllffe ﬁh?ét%%%tthﬁt@é&%t
Il seafty: " Meisadwrass TRt teo powit thee Logeh s
Grepdfrather ‘}fm‘sq!m thiee ggdee, wmnlitsas&miw

QURIRIRS] tmeaanmumqmwehfﬂ;rlh%rﬁ&lwmamé !

aR unusual thi bis grandfather Q%M

in @nu his miz @% TRRIHE, Al K vl 1t axam hiee too wealt untill Seherdey

Mether was affaid that he bad som coRpRinitle  like Siks. H B
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X
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mm@@s %{@m\x@@% m%
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h@ﬁy@ Wé "ﬁ&

IQWmésmmﬁwm
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i, ahd
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people. And the Lord adiiet] dailly theam that wezee
to be saved ™ (Acts ii. 42— 47)).

“ And tive fresact teanat sou| aff thee it albeadf tinase
that had beliewed wene one: amdl mot ome said thet
anything that he wuas his owm; bt all
things were commen 4o them. And withn greet
powerfdn;!é the pody
tion of t Jesus: QI YATE WUBS UNDEBIN
them aM” (Acts iv. 32, 33).

(The above readings are firom the Darby
translation.)

l believe that the word * fllovsbing' is a very
g;eeeeiousmd Immmmlsam@m
sed mdel ; it has become a very
Eo}aular ited Siates, we Ieve e
‘t’imgf Tlm amdtheFdiw&ih;pmff”ﬂhmn
it seems that ewyihmgnstarmeﬂia fﬂllmmhrrpﬁ
nowadays Andl yet 1 amn affraid that gradivlly ths
word * felllowshjp’ hasmnslruemmmg Dowe
really know what * felllovsthpy' is? How mramy
* are there am tinis et Wit iis e
meaning of ‘ the teaching and fdllowsitijp off thhe
apostles *? Are we i that felllowsttipg? 1 dhink these

are very practicall guestions, to winch we mssd to
give our thoughts and comsidiaration.

In the bopk of the Acts; ehapler ii, wie fnd) thak
these early belisvers—these wirp Teeeived the Lend
@n the of Pepfeeosi—"coimurd) im the teaei-
and WD of the %m@.’.l% I| brlieve WR
al knew something of the off the
0 the ami;éd*g %‘%@k?e%‘m}@r the mlwm
S ng es, a5
we knew y, iis molt semvihing efler
than the teal m @ﬁ“ @ulr Lord Desng Chmist. The:
es tell us of our Lord. Itt is our Lord Jesus
imself who is the teaching off the zpostles. We
accept that, and we know that we shoulll confime
in thelr teaching.

f at W IH%

i 9? a%gms ‘ﬁ

give wivnness afftteeressureec-

tras mwmmwnmmnﬁ:
#s

JANUANRY — FHERUANRYY,, 19950

e iis a werpy peciows f6dlbovs thwe
Fativer ad! e Sson, aand] iftiés fiam eaeemiyy—muss
am el fhllbowsstifp. Ibt iss = fedloovshipp off lifée,
tsecause tive Fatthear aand the SSon shlaaee core lifee. Ikt
its a fRdlbowsblippiim thve Srifidt: iitiss mut aan esctéenadl
oy iiion ;; it i st ssonedtiiing that iss omttvaadd; ;
it iis ot sometiiing tthat tes tto Hee aananget] aant
tmanglitt iitto Hedingy tyy disoussstan, cor aayeeeneatt, cor
cufigrence, @r committes, @r faatt, oor aryyhingg off
it ssontt. 1kt iis = fed1bovwhliyypinn thee Spfiit—idwaad
frdllowathii.

Viee karowy, sy, thiadt thiastt fedleoveblipptisswvesen tie
Fativer amdi the Soniiswitteout yyy sbtastiow, withioout

diwbie, Tihene ik tsdwesanthiee
amdl the Kon. Tire mlhar cgan, aant diwes,

—wyith adl IHHssmtms
Hiis Hifs asounssd| wookk. Titiee Hasttear
ifs gt afiid] too tousst Wi SSon; ; it issnogtadfradt too
it Himmsalf too Biis Son. Ataddssoif tiss witth the
Ron toweart] thre Fatiier. Tiive SSon Hes peerftert f4aith
im tive Fattieer; e meer diolitls the Fedtivar, Hée
meyy g timangih maany thidss, walllyypsaifstiastiovesobf
et amdl yweat wee ffir] theare i ss adivagyss theet reatiaant
confiitience im the Fatioar, Witieen Hite wass Heeee ain
catth, He mexear questionsd HHis Faativar, oor HHss
Fativat's wiishbom;; Hite Ravaw tihat HH$s Feathar wuas
itn Hiioen,, and] witth Fim. TiHeake issaapretient thasstaard
canfitience—no dbst, mo féeat, nwlingg off sadth
tiinowgitt, toutt parffest resst At gearee Bettveesn the
e Etweihipoctst baniyiop o or e

hiivioo liseFhdiaera A

off ks Swan Jigsies CHiiist.

Bk iftisthe wth @f@wtbﬁttmﬁshiré@ébfmmw

tsgg %ﬂ%tﬁt%mfeﬂ D, tfg% Wiseanthad; a%ffm
t
e et T
%mrnw&; s mmgmt Irtls?nsmm
it

@zshsmummtmtmuwmm
ith 1B tiksse) andi etemall fedlppvsdhin. 11 caan colly
sgly et ift ik thee Liee ofF@whl . Hlisslioweissseo aopedt
thet He wants to bning) mean iveo thadt Whesssh

mm %&@w& searkt ilis Soh tey thits
Sﬁ“ tt“'? m%ﬁ

1Ith %ﬁt ajfe
IIth

lrht .rrh faarnaah
tfb tminﬂg tmétf lmém; thadt
inten Hadh, 20 Hiee wids tiy gy

TﬁiHh 1mm%ilssfﬁélmw§np Weasee nestasily
DU i TRy bse fragiiam, thadt wee
foy off i, thilt Wie 2fe dgmmied

1B
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A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMQNY

into the fellowstiip of God's Som, our Lord Jesus
Christ. Andl when mran is imcdzt im tiet flow-
ship, vw; find that tenm, “ the fielllovsdtijp off e

Now, apostlesaremm butt they are aftwssan,
they are callipdl, they mwﬂneredmtmm‘ﬂmmdl
fellowship. We remember tit, wiven e Lond
called the apostles, we fiimd iit iis wxmmm in tie
Saiptures, that He cdiose these man ™ it they
might be with hin7" (Mark iii. 14). The Londls
ﬁtrstdwrelslllmmeysimnlkﬂbewmlnl-limami
then He wants to send them ouf tio mlrw:hlilne
Gospel, to heal diseases, and to cast outt dismons .
They are callled and chosen to be “ wiibh” Chorikst
—just to be with Hiim. Imn other waxdls, you find
that the first thougint of our Lord Jesws i mett tio
send them out. His fiit thougiit is died tihey msy
be with Hiim. He wants them to he wiitst! wiith
Hiih, to enter imio that Wilessed felllovedlifp thived
He bad with the Father im etamity. To e wiith

Hiifin!!
And these apesiles are mes@man% They
represent these Wit are to come affter themn;,;

represent those Wi are to keow the Lovd thio
their insmumeniaditity; they represet e giRaf
multitude that will lbe gathered i @mgt@h

retﬁzesemtt e Churdn i i

ip of the mmmu}w

of the 'is nmhw%%nnha than the fﬂlk%p

ship of the Father and the
of life. It is mot a fidliomshijp off assocition, of
outward gathering or cumng) T it is &
fellowship of life, and im life. Itt is @ fellw&lhgp
of the Spirit. That is wiatt we ffidl im Philliggpens

‘ Is any fiellowsthijp im dhe §piii??' (@nil. ii. 13). We
cannot have felllowsthiip just by meetiing) outwardly
—there must be felllowmstijpim the Spinit. Ambliit is
a felowstlijp off the Babjy: a fidlbovetifp wittmut
reservation, a fielllowsttijp wiithout fiear, witthout
dontitt; an open felllowsthip; ; aattossy,aaconfilldeices,
in one another, as manibers of the Batly off Cliviist.
This is the nmature of the fellowship off the agpsiiss.
Andl we are called indo tinat ﬁﬂllmmhm

Ittiis the fellowainip

But havi
s 2 mg &%@@;&%
8 ’ wﬁ'm’
gghi T@% three %m% %ﬂ%ﬁ\ @éﬁ)fgﬁi

m
%&&gmw Hying %u&la@m m&%w

étaw them m@ﬁ wiRg > 1© lfﬁfb
@wghnp—ﬁlg i&wﬂqm Wg% he E‘F{%

then We see how hard

nett understand Him. "r‘heym wﬂhn Hlmf

woadlly ; ; theyy ssepeat! wirith HHim ;theey woeokieddwidbh
Him, digy aantl mghht; sandl iit comttimueed for thireee
yweeans. Aabyedat yoou it Howw caur aordd wass adivaggs
fimsatiadl. Exeryy tiinee Hie thited tto opeen HHinsdlf
tio Hiis disiples, Hie meet aa wadll theece; thegy ditl
mot wibrsttand! witadt Hie meeartt. Hiée ttieed tto tédll
tinam tthe Feattivats willl cconeeming HHinssddf, Huat
ot ey Heeandl its, woou fifiel tHaef, tHee veeyy mesctt
e, thivgy dldd ssonestiing thaet stfuowveet] thegy diidd
mot wibiarstand!. Hrtoww Heand 11t musst Hasnee Heean oan
our Lendl! Hiow aiften Hite thitell tt0 ogen HHimed
tio tien;; tiitsdl tto divaw theem iinto thaat ppeféect,
athscllute fidltovebipptiat iss wiibivaut shiagblow, witlih-
out resawaiton, wibvutt diabats, wrilvutféaar. Aad
yet, tiey weere lliniitel], thgy weeee resstitteed; ; iy
aulll msvar eanitar iintotiat fEtlboveslipo.

Whatt abwour tRlpovebinp ameny the agessikss
themisdkess? Tihpoe wve%ﬁ?mém agpstiges; ttﬁey
W witth thee Landi; ; aamby?é:
neadl theair likess teggsties:, whiadt aa *'1 tweg'émer’l

T LLond) antest] a% 2 meekiddosr, ass 2 NeeasemaiRer,
alll the timee. Tiues, tivyy Woee arovanugp Rosgde—
they Weare nust cthilddenn: aantit weeee nodt canljy
mufite Hautt thesy resdlyy [doeddthiee Logdd; ;
% tto mumeewvymnggffmrtme
Laondi, andi they dd sl threyy Teadlyy Haatiaa
ealﬂmw bmfﬁmthmn
Land, ttmywadldoetjwvtm thwe Ilardy, t
iing umctimmwﬁlmfﬁrrtﬁwllmdj

Ssam’éw thisse thigh¥oe fé&!i’d
rh@tAlmre |11m’éyfrzs\ﬁ£% g’?és

tn%i edsdh h\‘é&/%é?e

@ﬁ gjmrb |tbvettm¢ewm1 Qﬂs’ew&%% ‘Fﬂ% Feet

rs;

R Wt SSINPRARSh AR Pe
wm&w%%m%%&%

, thee tweo seatss abf Zadiselgse anlit-
rnmuma tesh. Tilisy ceanse ansd askiestl thee
Lond) thait mgdit sift, anee Qon HH$s ripdtie, amshi
Qe @h Higs 1 nﬁh@ychwnwtcamyjlttmetfeh—
timyj}wtcamuttmmdm anebl ceagitit thee odbisar

R WHRRATD, 2 WU sew the TRastifon obf thee tesh
aprrsiks) wesre nust tedda; theyy wesee ant-
BN ;; wesre ceaghitd! aast theoy reastest
im m%r——tmre W @ sttty reeatiion ffom thise
ten! 1Kt jjusst shreovestl thadt thesy wosee taggstiear cout-
wandlly, andl witth thee Iand) tteo, asrdtl rmttcmi}y
Hread! threyy o fRdltoveblippwiith thtee Loyl Hdinse¥f oot

zelhnwtrrmne mm@ymmmwmfmmw

%ﬂf tmm% B as%
%%J'W %%%% %%t@%@q%%l%

Zéb



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 37 - Searchable

me.” They diidl mot do that. Burt, wien Petar stood
up. spontaneously and matturailly, the afiver alevem

stood with himn. THegyweeeenool doggerinddiddalds ;

something had happened—they lscame el
Although it was Peter wiio wes the moutiypiece of
Gaodl on that day, yet it was not Petor wiwm wes
speaking. The twelle ware thare! Tiose poople
who were there on that day of PRerttecost: they
heard the voice of Petar, yes—toutt dincy saw e
Twelvel The picture was cianged. Wi ffirdl dinet
it was the Twelve, as one, tinat stoodi hefiare dine
world. 1t is a bodly, a eoporate hodly;; mett indi-
vidluals. é%ml we find mergh k;jis pmrflgetd frdliowetiip
amoﬂg the apostles. They et to gathar

hef for a comsukigiton fliyl, and divan diadidie

to say. Wihetever Peer ssiidl, the ethers sidi -

‘ That #s just wied 1 s @sigg e sayl!” Tkt weas &
fellowship im life, fell@wﬂﬂip off the Spiti. Gone
was the suspicion ; gone wes the ficar, dhe Quaid-
ing against ea@h@ﬂi@r Hafey@uﬁmﬂ;ﬂﬁrsf@at
liberty—perfeet confidence i one anatar;
f@%ﬂ@ﬁ@ﬁl

On that day the Lord showed us that e ik
sueh a thing as the ° fellowship of the apastigss:
The fello p@fftheﬁathermm%mm
bg%‘&mitgdt © thth?a tﬁg;er and the Son from
e ; but om spmeddning heppard).
It was broadened, itt wes willkrest], andl mem Was
athered into that fellowship. And these early

lievers, i mdbyaﬁer edi brliexed] om
the Lord Jesus, ‘continued im the teaching
the fellowsug off the apostiles™. Itt iis mott omly tat,

after they , they keptt the teaching off tie
apostles——lt is more tham thatt. They ontiered iinto

p; y fiound ﬁmsewes jjoiinad
naturally into & fellowship ;; they ware liviing) i
fellowshi ing lwxmg, rezll amdl practical—
the fellowship of the mposiiies.

%

of sﬁmi:?%%%% ik u;@xﬁ
any@ ol i

%g%hé%i*&%%‘@f%%% Be St S
B o L Wit A s Yo

find thal @ther Wondi: ~° eVRINARIAG ih CORIAMN".
That individualistie m B goie; ek selfe

thep@@p\abuftth@resmﬁwm@mgm
selves% there is love among themselves. And
their and souls are knitted togrither infio @,
Neot only their heart, but their so/l: their afffe-

JANUARY —FEBRUARY,, 19959

tiam, tthﬂgn Irtt‘lgj thiegir diesive, thiwdir wvlll—e&ywﬁ;&
tinimg) i toggatier iittto core. TiHadt iss t
frllowsliipp aff thive agoosties
It it nmt anily westiiedl, ttovaadd tite Fadtear aat
i Ron. 11 thhink wee ] [ Rawowy if frtiere issamptiiiing
Hyswemn us sl tttmtfﬁélbmih;p wiith ttie Hadtivar
antl the SBon, tht tiet ifs ssaiioss, veeyy seeitmss. 1
dhmtemaw@zaﬂwwbﬂﬁrmnussmnﬂ@xddmmﬁ
it i saious—we Kotow thwdt. IRt if f theere s any
stiediow Hughwesm e antl thwe astierr, Heetveeen oourr-
sihes @ Haties antl sisstars, ifs itt mot empadlly
satious? Heecawsse tthat ppeffedt obeersss iss thhe
fidllowmadhiip ﬁfttltlte agpestiss.
Tiinis s wan mqffg;c@etttrnms Reaplie aare adwasiss
on sraiin. Im ssonte prats off the weoll, meaiadl
hwsptwlls @:}f aémﬁdutgkw theare isaa il
esgrmion of sudh Huogp tigeoasse noeate aape
llmngmnuarmsstmmmm wondget
is gy to heppen. Aadd are musst Hse caa ﬁllwﬂ‘
tie astresr: esveapyore iis am gpaadd. It tissaallffe wndder
tramsion. Auudyest, Hyrativers aatl ssivtess, 1| féed|
mw@tuﬁtmm%ymadmliwnmaaw
ttamse lifle. @iniistiarss ttodiey s Hivigy widbher gyeadt
stixeim witth e angtier. Yoo fifidd thee iss ssudh
fizar ant] diouibt; thene its 2 lbadk o f resst aart peeace.
Is iit ivewarsse wee dio must reed ]y wiesstand] whiatiss
tiine meeaniing off the fédlh}mh[p of f thee aqpesiéss? Iks
it Heecause wee dio muit ' coniiuee inntiwe féékbovellifp

of um 837
thadt thee tdlpystip obf ttwe aémﬁ{rés

) QAR 1D e Py

Qﬁ Pearieaastt, 1t wass nedtthesie bsdaee, tss\smémy

itt ifs hetie, B3t ]] bsdinxee thag ttmﬁ% § maathe
mﬁ@ﬁﬁ%}gtféﬁ%htﬂﬁt tlttlmh s x?r%
el€o Wn

titrasee twedte
Sﬁ!ff and tthéy wesee witth Bl frar thiese ypea

it trae thek &n@setwgwmaafmm@ tlfﬁét
hadl bwgm @uiwoaddy it t seeanss teo
e s, It sgnss ag thngh, i thesse thiese yyesss,
nihing) hes beem #hrestl iin thee limmﬂ‘
thteese twediee. INot aoml t, bt wee fifiild thiadt
Heseuse they wesee wit ttwe Tard] thieair nedtred]

asortibiions wesre nexesistl all| the mewee. Iff thwsse

tedinee Heedl st issan witkth tiee Llandd, weernmigghitt nugt
aen Kaow wiisdt they weeee; tlhay gt aaear

wiito Weare [piouss, wﬁmweeaeltnﬂknggféwr-

warij tio thie Hogpe wif Iksrad] cor whicoltoreet thive Lo

"ﬂltayxmg‘rtt tto uss ass ssieth. Ikt weas conlly

witwan tiney/ wmrewtth ttive ILond! tHaet adl | thadt waas

im them wees nexedbet].

%&W@@%Ft I




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 37 - Searchable

A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

When the Lord iis pm‘am exanytiiing) i brouglitt

to light. He is the

I believe that, im three yeurs, alll tiwtt ws
hidden im the heznts of these diisciples wes hrougfit
into full light. That is why we fimd tihat they weare
such people. Actually they wore mo waonse thvem we
are ; but, because they ware wikih the Lord, eweary-
thing inside was being brougiitt owt. Tie Lord ted
really done something im their lixas. Everything
that was naturally there was revsdlad, andl om
the day wihen our Lord was hetrayed|, tiney weare
scattered. Im other waordls, they weane o
theit end—they ware hranght to s andl. On
mgh?ayh ﬂ)lfytgggan h;hz realise diet wihaiever dhey
mi thin was gone! They weare
scattered. Butt, after ouwr Lord ws raised wyp tam
the dead, He re-gathered them—inef @ olldl

bmas it @n thie Heasis off messumesttion lifée. Tihee
ond| ne-gptinered theem, aantl fileetl ttem wiibh titee
li%w Sipmit, aamtl sso tﬂu;y woere Hagptizet] ibndoomee.
And finen wee flind] the fedlbovshippodf thee agoasibsd !
Ko, tretiens andi stistass, woeaae codléddinootbiaat
fedliowadtiip. Ixt iis the willl off Gt thadt wee sitooUit
aoniime i et fdltovadtip. How czan wee ddo sed?
Onlly tyy dilly telingy the syoountl of ddedth to
auseives—to ingy thait 1ss addi . Wtereeogmpisse
ottt adl | et ids i uss iss debealt: wee aaee Hyroughitit tto
e entl off ounselives. Audd them, everyy digy, wee
teke tie gpount off nesumection liffe. Wee ogeen
aunsglives to the Ilond], sandl bt HHim fifil] uss width
His Sipritit; sl itt iks andly thean theat wee fiiidd wee
are tnlly Heewiing fEdlbovwhingp wiith tiee Feathar aant]
ttihe S9om, aand] wee Hevee fédlbovshiypwitithonaea aotiteer.
(8. K. off@ringg)
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BROKENNESS

“ By reason of breakings they purify themselves.” (Job xI. 25)

God uses most for His glory those people and things which are most perfectly broken. The
sacrifices He accepts are broken and contrite hearts. It was the breaking down of Jacob’s natural
strength at Peniel that got him where God could clothe him with spiritual power. It was the break-
ing the surface of the rock at Horeb, by the stroke of Moses’ rod, that let out the cool waters to
thirsty people.

It was when the 300 elect soldiers under Gideon broke their pitchers, a type of breaking them-
selves, that the hidden lights shone forth to the consternation of their adversaries. It was when the
poor widow brake the seal of the little pot of oil, and poured it forth, that God multiplied it to pay
her debts and supply means of support.

It was when Esther risked her life and broke through the rigid etiquette of a heathen court,
that she obtained favour to rescue her people from death. It was when Jesus took the five loaves
and broke them, that the bread was multiplied in the very act of breaking, sufficient to feed five
thousand. It was when Mary broke her beautiful alabaster box, rendering it henceforth uscless, that
the pent-up perfume filled the house. It was when Jesus allowed His precious body to be broken
to pieces by thorns and nails and spear, that His inner life was poured out, like a crystal ocean,
for thirsty sinners to drink and live.

It is when a beautiful grain of corn is broken up in the earth by DEATH, that its inner heart
sprouts forth and bears hundreds of other grains. And thus, on and on, through all histery, and
all biography. and all vegetation. and all spiritual life, God must have BROKEN THINGS.

Those who are broken in wealth, and broken in self-will, and broken in their ambitions, and
broken in their beautiful ideals, and broken in worldly reputation, and broken in their affections,
and broken ofttimes in health ; those who are despised and secem utterly forlorn and helpless, the
Holy Ghost is seizing apon, and using for God's glory. “ The lame take the prey,” Isaiah tells us.

From * Streams in the Desert.”

Frinted at the Witness and Iestimony Press, 13, Honor Oak Road, London, S.E. 23,
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come for the value of the spiritual ministry of the
Tt is available for this purpose throughout the

The limited amount of accommodation makes
have special consideration.

Those who are interested at any time should

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accommodation of those of the Lord’s people who desire to

13, Honor Oak Road, London, 8. E23, Telephone: FORest Hill 4609

Centre.
year.
prolonged visits very difficult and such need to

make application to Mr. or Mrs. A. G. TAYLOR,
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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv. 13—, . . til! we all attain unto the
unity of the faith. and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of- the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children .. .” '

It is not connected . with any ‘Movement’,
* Organization®, “ Mission’ or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to * all saints ™, Its
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will.
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing.
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its ‘ attainment ’, it may
be better qualified to be nsed of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘ subscription °, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
*A Witness and A Testimony*, 13, Honor Oak
Road, Forest Hill, London, S. E. 23, England. All
cheques should be made payable to * Witness and
Testimony Afc’'. The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address.

‘ Personal* letters should be addressed to
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS, :

—

o
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EDITORIAL

*“ACCORDING TO CHRIST™
{continued)

THE occasion of these editorials is a widespread
and serious exercise concerning the nature of the
local expression of the Church. As we pursuve this
enquiry we are getting ever nearer to the heart of
the matter. The fragment at the head is, we trust,
becoming clearer as to its real significance for
every local representation, from the “two or
three” gathered into the Name, to whatever greater
number there may be. Let us, then, bring it right
back to this: it is not an expression or representa-
tion of some thing, even be it called ‘The
Church *, as extra to or apart from Christ, but the
presence and expression of Christ Himself. To this
essential reality we now apply ourselves along one
more of the lines which meet in Him.

PETER AS REPRESENTATIVE

We shall all agree that, while the full revelation
of the Church has come through Paul, Peter was
the point at which both the intimation was given
{Matt. xvi. 18) and the actuality broke in {Acts ii).
While much—too much—has been made of this
by historic ecclesiasticism, we do agree that Peter
was in an outstandingly significant place in the
beginning of the Church in this world. So we are
going to look at Peter with a view 1o getting to

25

the most fundamental factor of all in the Church
and the churches.

When Peter sat down to write his circular letter -
to “the elect, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia ”, he began with a
doxology. That doxology hinged upon the living
hope springing up with the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead. Peter, perhaps more than
all men, had cause for a doxology over the resur-
rection of Jesus!

But we take Peter as representative of all those
who had become followers of the Lord Jesus in

the days of His flesh ; not only of the twelve, but

evidently quite a large number beyond the twelve.
There were the seventy ; and, beyond the seventy,
many more who followed Jesus, and had some
attachment to Him. Peter can be taken as, in a
very real sense, representative of them all.

THE DEVASTATION OF THE CROSS

We are thinking at this moment particularly of
the effect of the Cross upon him, and upon them
all. The utter devastation, and then the despair,
that the Cross of the Lord Jesus brought upon
them. For we arc told they were °all scattered
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abrosat” ; and we know how, even ixflore tie Cross
became an actualiity;, any reference tiw ikt brouglitt 2
terrible reaction. From time to time the Lord did
just make some meuntiion off His comiing diestin, 2,
as He didl so, mmywmawmy followed mo e
with Him (l]ohn vii. 66). Then atthers Sidl,

agyiln,
“ This iis @ nard sayimg);; wiwo can Heear it0?7™'((v.66D).

Apparently offf they went as well. The wany
and prospect of the Cross was mpmmﬁdle aff ae-
ceptance. When itt came, Petiar, @s the wery cartie
of that wiolle company, is found most velinamsanly
denying, with a tenriblle dienidl, any essadition
with ist—just because off the Ciass;; and they  youtt
all shared tlilat, even iff mot i wrd @nd i e
sane form of expression, for we are told dimt’ dhey
all forsook himn and fikal’ (Maet. xxvi. 56). AmiiHie
had said to them: ¢ Yow will altl leave M (Uothn
Xvi, 3%)—and if becanne true. o

Then we meet them after His crueifixion. We
Pemotent o G For o, S
embodimen F

e, was shattered. Alll 'th@ﬂ' heprss @%@mr

ope, Were —*We hed trusted -
oo Tong T (VK gy %m@%“m
re 5 XXV 2
was gone, and the hope kid iim Hiis grave. "

From_time to time we mret Thomas, and e
e O L S e ST
aga n WA )

esspess—lloss of faith, loss off asuiemee
those forty after !thfe r@mm—
tion, we find the Lord repeatedly hwngglro
them, rebuke them, bemse
believed|

* They it mlﬂllﬁam
‘Some doules’ ¥xviii. 177). Wee aam se®
what a shock the had been, 1 have mott used

too strong a word whem X have said tiet the Oress
was nothing less than a devastation flor every
att the Heste

follower of the Lord Desuss. Amdl rigjitt
of them alll was Peter ;; we coulltl
concentrated im him. It mmst have

o and see mmﬁmﬂwﬁ
anything, or for yourselff. No!
THE ONE W& E%%@W#Jt
NSW there v 'f ‘-’ f :
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they may alll be im-pottont, umtill Hie iis
inside! That is @ tremendous stiatement, ot itt i
borne out by at leest this threeffiolldl trutth: Tarry—
don’t move yeit; the essential has mot takem

after afll! Make sare; leave mothing to diwmece;
let it not be just an emationsl revival iin Serernia |
Whatever there may seemn to be an the outside, to
prove that something has happened, meke sune thiett
it has got insite! Make sure dhat Christ i im—
the Holy Spirit is im! Mizke sure! For, @s we sialll
see as we go on, you nay have o mich-—snd ticm,
that vital thing being lacking, there mwy he
calamity, as with them.

This migftity hope diees mot fesit menelly upon
historic fr@unds—that iis, upom the @m off the:
historic This mii TRRIS WP imNvand)
realntz———@mst imyou! mlnmw Aned
for the full, full mmng—the mmy
hath been hid from alll rs'—it as been
there through eM ations—" lmtt iis mow mede
known, which is im you, the Inope off gllory ™
—xe have to go to Paul
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Nazareth in those days involved them im 2 eom
siderable amount off troublie, at lleastt witdn the Inigfh-
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e ezt (LLukeeiii. 199, 51) Butweedso Kagovtbiadt
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A WATNESS ANID A TESTIMONY
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for work. All that they had in their association with
Him, and then all that they were allowed to do by
His delegated authority—all fell short of being
something that could make them triumphant in the
hour of the deepest testing. And that is something !

Paul put his finger on it at Ephesus, if you
remember, when he said: ‘Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?’ {Acts xix, 2). It
was ever the apostles’ question, and ever their
quest. They knew afterward, if they knew anything
at all, thdt nothing, nothing, will stand up to any-
thing, save Christ Himself indwelling.

Now, we can, of course, take that both ways.
There is the negative side—the almost frightening
possibility that there should be all that, and then
disaster at the end. But let us take it positively.
What a marvellous thing it is that we are in the
dispensation when the one thing, above all others,
that God will make true, is “ Christ in you”—
Christ in you! No wonder Peter burst forth with
his doxology: * Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who . . . hath begotten us
again unto a living hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead ! You need to be Peter
to be able to speak as he spoke; to have gone
through the awful shattering, into that unspeak-
able depth of despair, loss of hope, to be able to
say “ a living hope "—a Jiving hope! And what is
it? “ Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

No; there is no hope for us individually ; there
is no hope for our companies, our churches, our
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assemblies ; there is no hope for Christianity—
unless and until the living Christ, with all the tre-
mendous significance of His coming into this
world, of His life here, of His Cross, of His resur-
rection, has come, by the Holy Spirit, on to the in-
side of things, of people, and churches ; until it is
* Christ in you ”. All the other may be there—the
creed, the teaching ; you may, with all sincerity
and honesty, say: ‘I believe in God the Father
... and so on—1it may all be there, and yet there
may be disaster where that thing is the most
frequently declared.

It is the impact of Christ that matters. In those
early days He could not be present without it being
known ; and that is the thing that you and I need ;
that is the secret of the Church’s power. It is the
presence of Christ on the “inside’ of you and of
me, and of all of us as people together; * this
mystery among the nations, which is Christ in
you”. You are among the nations; and the deepest,
the profoundest, the most inexplicable thing is
“ Christ in you ”, as you are amongst the nations,
“ the hope of glory.”

It is a question of hope. It can be touched by a
deep and terrible despair ; it can see disintegration
and disruption. What we need is a mighty, mighty
hope, a living hope—that is, Christ, Christ risen,
Christ Himself! We need to get beyond even the
resurrection, to where we are able to say: It is
Christ present ; to what Christ means, as within us.

EpiTOR

THE ARM OF THE LORD

VIIL.

AS we move into the next anf succeeding
chapters of Isaiah-—being now, as I have said, on
the positive, the resurrection side, the constructive
side of the Cross—we find that one thing comes
very much into view: namely, the recovery of
God’s testimony in the City and in the nations.
That is the key to this section of Isaiah from chap-
ter liv onward. You will notice that Zion is much
in view here. If you run through and circle the
words ‘ Zion’ and * Jerusalem’, you will see that
that is the centre, the focal point of the testimony ;
but again, the nations are very much in view also.
This will come out more fully as we proceed.

We come, then, first, to chapter lv, and we
notice two things that mark this chapter.

B 29

RECOVERY OF LOST TESTIMONY

ABUNDANT GRACE, AND GOD’S SURE
WORD

In verses 1-9, we sce the freeness and the
abundance of grace released to the people of God
on this resurrection ground—iree and abundant
grace. “ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters, and he that hath no money ; come ye,
buy, and eat ; vea, come, buy wine and milk with-
out money and without price . . .” How much of
the New Testament could be crowded into that!

Then, from verse 10 to verse 13, we have God’s
sure word: “ My word . . . shall not return unto me
void ”'. Nowadays, we usually claim that promise
from the Lord when we are going to give a mes-
sage, that His word shall not return to Him void.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 37 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A THSTIRMIONY

Of course, the principle is of general application;
we are not wrong at tite in taking hold off
that, provided that It really is the word of the Loid
that we have to deliver. But I want to point out
that that is not the paticular meanifig of the stale-
ment here. You will notice the seqkueﬁ@e iR Werses
i1 and 12: " shall my word be that geeth fowh
Out of My mewih - it Shalll ROk Kl Wi Me Yoid,
but 1t shall assomplish that which 1 please, and w
shan pres ?@r in m@ mmg wh@reta I sent it FOR . .

yoh Fust RSt step fhere)—" FoR ye sha n@g%&

:m jey, and b@ led ?em with p@a@@ e W»gwr

A e P e
Lk ssgrﬁ%s b
E’B 3 A

?H i§ 1\58?3 Bg% 1§’ X ﬁ?w ]

WBEQ Ql%ﬁ%% V@% Wﬁ% H8 28 0d 13 Hik:

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER, AND THE
NEED FOR MEBEKNESS

When you come to chapter lvi, you find that
evefythlﬂg genires in the House of ¢ for alil
peeples. " Evem them will | BFing to My
m@untam; and make them joyful in My house
prayer; their burnt offerings and W,@rr Saekifieas
shall be aseepied Upon my aliaF: for mine Nelse
%ééée”%@%*ﬁ% %%?F“Es D e e o e
grd's testim g it i3 1o bR Tound in IHIS
Heuse— My QH§€ of pray&™.

In chapter lvii, we find some furtiter wammiigs to
the Ler e@ple against any reecuridnce of that
whieh had destieyrd the testim@ny before. It seems
always nieeessary for the Lokd o sdy, and to
agaif: Be eareful of the coming back of these
ths S WhISh Wresked your iestimny in e past;

@ thin (] H%% §%E@Eﬁl§ﬁ"§ from
iB@ 9&%%% H6H§€§ Eﬁﬁff@ BB of iRsli-
I8, XA E‘é ﬁ 'i’ﬁ%'i‘

E}g{%@@@%@@[ﬁ\ sH geve e%f’é%@%% g%
”h; i g%c

” %@s?‘ m
‘é T §%§E"‘é

f@g}g}é g %%Btm %ﬁg‘i

il @&ﬁ% Y v
Chapters lviil and lix awe fuil of meR Warmings,

fmere admenttions, meke Astuckhons, By \Way of

E’ﬁlﬁ% @f Ak

cleammgnfheskmafﬂhadmdﬁ;ﬂhauwouldmﬂmmm
the . Notice chapler i, weise 8:: * THeam
shall iy Vtght break fowith as We momming ...." ik
ﬂt&slhmmoutofmwmﬁﬂwmﬁmﬁwﬂnag%
everything with the Loid. These waii
admonifiis aie given nn@mrtmﬂmmm
femovall of e clouds thalt Alvni: e
sky ad tiyiing (@ @B@Mﬁ%maeawmmﬁg

A CLEAR SHINING TESQIIME)W
RECOVERED

We aie thus led into chapier Ix. Allﬂiﬁtthafs
ne befoe: has prepaed the way, allvays wiith

i3 10 view: * Anises, Siie;; fﬂi’rw mgm IS M,

mm@!@fy@?mmﬂi t%memwm@“ ERi®.,

H}m wec@met@tmﬂ& malieT off the: ieea)areed tesit-

e shi light of e CHugh i e

iR, iR A YRRy @Rk WK

* FoF . . . darkness shall cover trh@ earth, and oross

cRaFkRRSS Hhe peoples:: byt the ZQ;WH shall arise pen

m%ﬁé %%g inis QloFy shall be see ifRe.” iﬁﬁk

ihale 15 wﬁti}i 'Pa%&%%%%h@f

R @ f
f‘*ﬁf L
’""%%%m i ﬁ‘% } Hhe HiOne Sl

eOMe
s clear, wihem the: Shiliig: i

ke 1

When the sitiinony
undimmed;; winerm Godl Inass in HiR Honse, in His
propk:, conditions aveiing @ all thalt e Cess
means, them you have inis offed: alll e : m
naons ae: affeded, tir R AR
someiinG BappRns, adl a Wwealith, am eﬁﬁ@hmm&
a fuless comes badk o e Chuieh Heelk. Iif WR

Lord s UHH%% % el mhhad: | @fdn@rr
werds, if He Rall

ﬁ@mma Wwitheut ¢ie

e ﬁ%%% i

?ﬁg% é@ 9 f' %
ﬁg g
THEE NEW TESTAMENT COUNTERPART

PJ 21, %%%%S e
mwwhﬁ%,,%mw is Old TesiamRN: Propirey:.
We iecoghise ifhal {t i PRIt \Waks SAwWie: e

30




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 37 - Searchable

than he knew—that his utterances contained and
combined two interwoven elements. On the one
side, as far as Israel was concerned, there was
history in the making ; but on the other side, all
the way through this, there was (as in chapter liii)
a pointing on to the Messiah—to the Lord Him-
self ; to the Cross, and to all that was to follow
the Cross in resurrection. There was the temporal
and the passing, bii there was also the spiritual
and the eternal, which the Holy Spirit always saw
and had in view in history.

Thus, in every connection, as we have seen, we
are so to speak ‘ handed on’, by these prophecies,
to the New Testament, And the New Testament
counterpart of what we have been seeing in Isaiah
about the recovered testimony is found particularly
in one of Paul’s letters, namely, in his Second
Letter to the Corinthians.

PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE
CORINTHIANS

The great issue of both the letters to the Cor-
inthians was that of the testimony of the Church
in the city of Corinth and in the world. When we
read these letters, of course we become very much
taken up with all the details: in the First Letter,
with the miserable details; the many things that
are being dealt with. It is, for the greater part, not
a happy or pleasant letter to read: perhaps you

- have given it up many timles before you have got
to the end, not understanding very much, and not
liking a good deal more. But we need to stand
back from it, and ask: What is it all about, after
all? Let us not upset ourselves about all the details,
for the moment ; they all go to make up some onc
particular issue. What is the issue?

Well, as T have said, the issue of the letters to
the Corinthians is the Lord’s testimony in the
Church, in the city and in the nations. Let us be
clear about that. In the First Letter, there is, as
you know, very much said about the world, and
how the church in Corinth was failing to over-
power the world, because the world had already
overpowered it from the inside. The testimony was
destroyed from within, and therefore there was no
real impact upon the world. The natural, the carnal
man had found his way into the church, and the
church had therefore lost its testimony. It will
always be like that. If anything of the natural man
and the carnal man makes inroads, in any locality,
into the church, that will be the end of the testi-
mony in that church, and in that locality, and, so
far as that company is concerned, in relation to
the world. When the natural man comes in the
testimony goes out.

31
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TESTIMONY DESTROYED BY CARNAL
ELEMENTS

In the First Letter, then, the whole question was
one not merely of local conditions, but of the local
conditions destroying the testimony of the Church
in the city. And therefore all those conditions had
to be dealt with, had to be exposed, uncovered,
and brought to the Cross of Christ. Of course,
what we have in 1 Corinthians is Satan’s second
great strategy toward paralysing the Church’s testi-
mony. His first strategy, his first line with the
Church, was open persecution, to try to destroy, to
obliterate the Church’s testimony in the city of
Jerusalemn and in the nation. As we know, it
failed! But now Satan comes back along a second
line of strategy: that is, he insinuates, into the
very ranks of the church, men according to his own
mind——carnal elements-—the natural man, the
carnal man. They serve the Devil’s purpose so
well ; they effect the very thing he is-after. When
he finds he cannot succeed by open persecution, he
comes round, as it were, to the back entrance, and
introdnces carnal and natural elements in by that
door—and that has done it! The testimony goes
out ; it is destroyed.

But in between these two letters to the Corinth-
ians, something happened. In chapter vii of the
Second Letter we read: '* Now I rejoice, not that
ye were made sorry, but that ye were made sorry
unto repentance : for yve were made sorry after a
godly sort, that ye might suffer loss by us in no-
thing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto
salvation, a repentance which bringeth no regret”
(vii. 9, I10}). The Apostle has a good deal to say
about what had evidently taken place after his first
letter. There was repentance ; there was judging
of themselves and of the conditions ; there was, as
he said, ‘a clearing of themselves’ (v. 11). There
was a real distress and exercise about their con-
dition, and this had taken place between the two
letters. We may say that they had brought the
situation to the Cross, and that had changed every-
thing. And now that things had been dealt with on
the inside, the whole matter of the testimony to the
world, in the city, could be reconsidered, and a
counter-attack could be made by the church upon
the enemy.

So that is what is in this Second Letter—the re-
covery of the testimony in the locality and out to
the world. It all brings out into very clear relief
the constituents of effective testimony—or, to use
Isaiah’s figure, the shining forth of the light. Let us
look at some of the things that Paul says about
this.
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* Far out af mucihafftliecivonamtiauggaishop fibertrt mtmt

1 wnwe umio yow withh many fearss, mot et
should be made sory, bt thett ye moigfitt kaaw
love wihich 1 mmmmmwmw

(W Cor.. ii. 4).

The first thing that we see is the value of
triumphant love hat ¥ 2 constiituent off efffatine
testimony, of dlear Shimingy. This dimly hed its

two sides im the Apostle. Iff exer 2 men migiit ane
found his love exiraustiedi, the Apostlle migjitt welll
have been that man, as flar as these Conirtthiers
were concamedl; for he didl sgy: “ 1H 1 lloxe yow
more abundant[y, am 1 lomﬂi the lesd?" (i, 1L9).
Surely that is enough to put any man off—to ffirdi
that all his outpouring and oulgoing amd gjiiing im
love only mreans that love is bheing witdizeynr,
that less and less love anmes back, Wit 2 sidition
he had to nneat! his love triumpinadl. Butt it
seenns to have an effect im them tow: some-
thing of wivat he had wittian im s First ILetar,
chapter xlii, seems to have come sbout. Yas, tie
triumph of 1 Corinthians xiii can be traced i fhiis
Second Letter to some wery

that “ suffereth long, #nd is kind ”, and so on—
the gquality of triumphant love.

That, we mwﬂhw%%ﬁm%
ima fa@t@ri effeeti
gs@s%t ! %symmmmw

have l@ve one to amuihies X, 3}‘&
Th 8 is the testimeny ; this is h@w ittwill be knowm
—if we have love one for It

much whether the world is affiected bymlit%.

We cannot diose the doors om ourselves, and saay:
aleys DOstle, 1 ARV Ry, WY
ways hostile, it is always

take any account of it? Let us siuft ounseines im
and get on with our job’' You camot dio that;
you cannot the workd, We are hee to afffst
the is one of the dhieff rezsoms winy
the Lord leaves us here. We are mott justt to like
here, cloistered and diosed im, imdiifffaxentt tip tthe
world, mlﬂilydle!adnedi from it.

H% ﬁ

it wﬁ%“‘%@%

‘t B
?f"“%?f”? %?nf e o “‘?

li%bea t l&
il % mﬂm 7&
aﬁ@%ﬁe& pot %mﬁa&

1t spes in us, the &hm litt%faw

that will affeet it, will be the migkerll loxe Wi ‘m

resl degree—ithe love  thatt we

e o ffor anastieer. * By rthissskiadl 1ad] lmeen Kawow
. iff ﬂmlmmmﬂwf‘ (Q)rmm
N wWomss iy iss—audt
iing, Youti—Itowimgy!| IEfttiett iisttivereit twilll ddoffar nmooee
thieam cour poressciningy. Buttittwilll aatlbeastaiivean gypeat
Hreeiding) tto @ur presadhiing. AN o prezadiiing musst
e Hyy tihiks cone tthiing—aea sshaoy tirikumyyih-
aantt Howeeiim thine nidbist aff ttne ILoorddéspeepide.

THE VALUE QFF SUTHERIING WIITH CHAIST

The sesgond tiring) im tessimmmy ids the vadie of
witith Chmesdt, Tikene i6s mmedh altsnutt thissim
tine SSwwordi ILester too the @utinttirnss, Haorinsteaeee: :
“ T Fehiee raﬁfnmcﬁemdd@ddoanwéll kcomdort ;
who eonfiavethussimalllaurafftieciion tHaavwemaay
e aliile too wonfiovt thwmtﬂmtcareezmamycwﬁhuam
Hmoougdh three ceomftort weressitikh wee aursebhessanee
confiontted] aff @wtl. Feor as rile ssufféeingg o IOBhisist
alimpunt] unto wss, exansoaur aonftor taisoadboudd-
ath thmmugh@hsst™ ((N Qo ii. B 5).

Finst off adll suffesing withh Cinisst bsiness 2a weon-
%@%ytlmgunm i @ur dikssoieaty off thee coppelabitass
It ik & XREl iRRso et tingg iinda Wes i likeethiss,

%ﬁm S QaPest te 2iTee. Bdth
in the @mm amj %l}ﬂéﬁib aifthe (Chruedh, theseeiss
m%(%t ) t%fl?a m&tﬁng?yqﬁfcmnﬁem Youucesnse

asuniesk
mla your Gt ({ps. xiﬁi) lhum?eaa%
fil & mimist fomfﬂstummrenimmm
gy irto ant! thantikst ssbuatinns

1 mymgmmtm Ikmmnmp@élttmmim

%I diigness, amtl %bmmtmtﬂmmt%uﬂe
st thiing) Hreeweean it tttoseay ttoyyouiss :

witwtt div )sgﬁﬁamw 1tﬁ’7m yyoueaeertisean

im myy position, myy codition?? Haeee ypou eaeerHagk

why amy dimp, diegp sufféming? Witladt dio yyou Kaww

eﬂlmnltltt??

m‘ SWF‘%&
e tiﬁ%

fo hﬂe
FFER mwxrb@r
er rm%uwe QS I&S:th?e tf

% SSTFOVIRE VWetfb
gIKR? the Wmﬁdlﬁs “ ttw&twemaayhsea&émtfb
thnogih thee cosnieskt Wileseavitith wie
w@ms e qsupfartes] ot Gosk ™ Amedif filisareiss
mmg thmlmﬁss whieD s taeingy aa psdin-

oy T/ thyy teo i m?n
aB Wik sy, Mgt ™ ittfeor i
ng“ hm%aanttuucetm?g%ytm %f
“Iﬂhns Kessmean Frumitpyt SCORE

and! witigbhwuill tse ssteliciinttadie fﬁlrfmmg
mm Tim oy dl it essss aan] thautid ke 11 ogan fiveh ccom-

B




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 37 - Searchable

fort and help fromm the Lord, which may be off
tremendous value to some others in the future.”

MINISTRY MADE THROUGH EXPERIENCE
OF RESURRECTION

For that is how ministry is made. The man or
the woman who Is ambmms to be *im the iministry”
—-to be speakiing and going abouit tak-

i feetings and all that sort of thing—but wiho
has not gone through deep places, found the
Lord there, and brought up some treasure fiom the
depths, some ‘pearl of great price’: that ones
ministry is Aot real; it IS arficial, it is el

rofessionall, The true FIRIster of J@@% @hﬁ%’t
e taken dewn to the depths, i i%@@wriefe,,
i h wa the&e, aﬂa t@ BEIH Y Hﬁ%ﬂ@@;
%erh Sgie 64 pe ﬁ Qg e
EP ﬂ?g § eé%ﬁi%;i@% iﬁgg F%%% %urggg HAte
da VE!
Pﬁﬁa@ Eﬂ§ E‘#@E %E%@ dfe E RS m@rg % ]

N@tl@e what Paul Wﬂtes at the begianing of his

letter. " For we would not have you ignevant,

brethren, BOREEHHIME SuH afflieton whrah
In A%, that we were welghed down ly,
beyond ouF pewer, Insemueh that we desppdied
8Yen 9( Iife:: yea, we ourselves have ha@ the answer
off dealh within BHF?:@N@& mai we sh 9 I not sk

!F‘z ayFselyes, B Hn g Whieh F§I§3 oead !
if I 8). This 1§ %w E’ﬁlﬂl iF e—whevﬁ
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THE VALUE OF BROKENNESS

The third thing in effective testimony is the
value of brokenness and \weakness.

" But we have this ireasie in eanfihen vessels,
that the exeesding greainess s e REWET may
off God, and net {r@m ourselves: we arg pf@m
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

that imhabiteth etermity, whose mame is Hally: 1
dwell im the high and holy wiith Ik ediso
that is of a comtrite and homble spiiit™ (1s. hvii. 15).
You find Him at humbled Caoriimth, diestened
Corinth. There is somsthing mew in tiis ssecond
letter—something that wes imisting firom dine fisat.
You feel the unction of the Spiiit, the ety of
the Lord. Yes: the Lord iis hare mow, lnscanse they
are broken. That wnciiion off the Lovd iis ally found
with men and wemen wine Inave recllky ad £ week-
ening, a breaking, an empnmr@ Wi tewe last all
* confidence i the filadh ™, wihase @wnsedtfssteangtn
has alll gone. Thatisﬂilew@ﬂ‘ﬂheghmnm ; filfeed itS
the way of recovered testimony.

LOVE THE Wiy OF ENLARGEMENI
There is one mere passegp to which 1 would

like to refer you.
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be too big to come diown to il these mean things.
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without self-importance or saliffinffiditon; hexe a
large heart—a heart off loveV
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unfaveurable g&
that there may m ‘b‘é Sk
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what a life Szl gve him derirg) these yeais! He
huntedhmhemmeaﬂmmamwg@
(T Sam. xxiv. 14, xxvi. 20); dresed! and pused
him from rock o rodk, from cave 1 eaNe, ih e

wildierness, mmlymmmmmmm@y
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detemunedl, bl it Dan

day ,
these pursuits, Szull, with his 3000 dhosen men—
an army to catch a mmam!—arrived! im = centain
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Hreemuidd ! (T 158am. xesiing. 49).
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local company. And then, smitten with this realis-
ation of their own failure, they discovered that
there was love pouring to them, through this
Apostle, from the heart of God: and that dis-
covery constituted their new testimony.

Fourthly, it must be born from the brokenness
and enlargement of heart that comes through the
consciousness of weakness, I suppose, if any people
ought to have been conscious of their own weak-
ness, it was those people at Corinth. There are,
in fact, indications in this Second Letter that they
came almost to the point of despair about them-
selves. [ think this realisation of their own falli-
bility and untrustworthiness just overwhelmed
them, overflowed them. But through it they came
to this enlargement of heart. If you and I are
groaning under the consciousness of our own
failure, we are not going to be petty and mean
toward the failures of other people ; we are going
to be very much more patient, very imuch more
understanding—altogether larger of heart. We are
going to say: * Well, 1 have had to walk very care-
fully myself, just there. But for the grace of God,
there goes myself!” That is largeness of heart, true
brokenness.

Fifthly, and finally, what utterness for the Lord

MARCH — APRIL, 1959

should result from a sense of responsibility for His
honour in the locality and in the world. 1 think that
is what arises here. If that is not present, then all
the other means nothing, It must have been brought
home to the Corinthians that they were letting the
Lord down in the locality. Their condition, the
situation among them, was just bringing dishonour
to Him. And that provoked a sense of respons-
ibility: ‘Oh, we cannot afford to let the Lord
down! For the Lord’s sake, for the sake of the
Name of the Lord, we must put things right
ammongst ourselves, whatever it costs.” There is
much in Isaiah’s later chapters about the Name
of the Lord in Zion, when recovered. And so, in
the church at Corinth, this sense of responsibility
for His Name and for His honour, in that vicinity
and in that city and in the world, produced a new
utterness for the Lord,.

We come back to our question: ** To whom is
the arm of the Lord revealed?” Well, to those,
such as we have seen, who accept the implications
of the Cross. This is all the outcome, the outwork-
ing of the Cross. This all comes out of Isaiah liii.
Recovered testimony of this kind can only be as
the result of the Cross. The Cross is the basis of
everything in all testimony.

T. A-S.

“THE POWER THAT WORKETH IN US>

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord-
ing to the power that worketh in us, unto him be
the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all
generations for ever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians
iii, 20, 21).

THIS doxology is a familiar one. It is also a very
great ome—perhaps the greatest of them all. Un-
like most of the others, however, it does not appear
at the end of the letter. There must therefore be a
meaning, not only in what it says, but also in the
position which it occupies, a position which is
central to the whole message, Like most of Paul’s
writings, this letter to the Ephesians divides itself
into two parts. The first part is largely doctrinal,
setting out the vision, while the second is mainly
practical, applying the vision to the details of daily
life. The doxology is poised in a central position
between the two, covering all that has gone before
and preparing the way for what is to follow, In
both connections we need to be reminded of the
One who is *able to do™.

A REVELATION OF THE IMPOSSIBLE

The revelation given in the first three chapters
of Ephesians is indeed a striking one. It sets forth
the ideal of the Church of Christ—the Church, not
according to man’s contrivances, but according to
the mind of God. The writer himself seems to be
overwhelmed by the power and glory of this
supreme disclosure of God’s plan for His people,
since, with the ink still wet and ‘the document only
half finished, he has to fall to his knees in earnest
prayer to the Father—not this time for light
about the truth, but for power that it might truly
work in the lives of his readers. This was some-
thing not only to be seen but to be accomplished.

This, then, is the first point stressed by the
central position of the verse: it serves as a rc-
minder that this unfolding of the related life of
the redeemed as members of Christ’s Body is
meant—as with all other doctrine—for practice
and not merely for contemplation. Before we read
on any further we must be convinced that this is
not God’s dream ; it is His master-work. This

35
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A WATNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

particular unveiling of the Londls ohjeciive im
redemption is so tremendous, S0 llmwﬂn-ﬂmhng amdl
apparently so remote from the * CurchH' #5 we
know it,, that it s necsssary to remimtl cousdves
that it is mo mere idissll—iit wankss. Itt can bhe dions.
It must be done. Butt wiho can dio it?

No one questions_that to s iit iis impossible—
indeed the implication of the vaise i just this.
Men can talk about itt and adboutt iit, bt mone
of them, not even Paul , can dio ik, wee @
forced to turn awey to the Lord as tine only Qme
who can. The purpose im presenting the revelation
is not to offer us a pattern that we can get husy on,
but to drive us back to the great Misstier Buildier.
If we read this sedtion simcarelly,, wihilkst wee stiedll e
filled with a great desire that dhis mgit e, we
shall be filled equally with @ profound conviction
that neither we nor any other man can dio itt. Hbow
wonderful it all is! Howgb'mmm itt wesuildl he if
only the Church im our day were like dhitd! Bud
we recognise that it is quite beyond ws. Thiss its the
right conclusion. Wie are meant {® react im dhis

way. Any self-confidence on ouwr part would he
pf@@f that we have never reslly widierstoed dhe
implications of the vision.

AN that e - - - Wik ™. The Xaseess ane meadt
to make us think. %m@d&@m%@@m

view ; to have revelkition o illmirition 28 1@ Wit
alene will satisfy the Lord. For this, 0o, Pawl Ired
to labour im . Brffore Ine colill brgjin t wi-

fold his cxom@ph@n of the true mature of tme
Church, he fourd himself prayimg) camestly for te

it of wikdiom and revelkiion for i readins.

are meant to consider every ome off tihe massive
staterments 2s to this spiniusll Bodly off Cimigt, 1
ponderonw)musmmmmdllesmsly
as did the Swiiour wio shed His blost ffor its
realisation. This iis essential, and this is our pat—

to thmk
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statement before us proves thit mvam cammot dio it.
God, and Godl zlone, is able to do iit. To wiet
dieg’ee this vision of Chiurdh life has been realised!
through the cemturies is mot owr imretidte com-
cem. We have just read Ephesians i, ii amdi iiii. W
have been informed as to the miind of tie Lordl.
Now we are asked to commit curselves o Him, im
the confidence that He is capable off mukiing it
wor}( im our case ; to add owr * Aumein ™ to et of
Paul’s.

GOD'S METHOD—INWARD POWER

We still have three dwpters to . Bife
hurrqu into them, and considiming i memy
ractical exinortations, wie st first g amd] ask
ow it can alﬂlbem%esedlms,wmmw
ok dorey conama Gaile gt sl
is gt 1]
The reminder is still valid thett only Gatl iis
to do. For the smalllest pradiicdl pourtt, zs ffor tne
large spiritual vision, we sielll mead the
ability of our wonderful Lord. Iff we agk: How
does He set to wolk? whut is Hiis mathod? e
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cording to the powar that worketh in ws™. Gail's
method is to providie ws wiilh @& jpresent iinwerd
experience of this great ability off Hiss. Omnee we

have fully grasped owr compllete digpendence om
this inward energy, we shalll ke ready to considar
the eutworking daily llifke.
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So from every angle we are directed back to this
central consideration. It is vain to read on into
chapiers iv, v and vi, unless faith has really laid
hold on iii. 20. Apart from this promise, the many
commandments only mock us. How can we walk
worthily, or keep the unity of the Spirit, or build
one another up? How can we glorify the Lord in
the home and at work, and, above all, how can we
wrestle victoriously with the hosts of evil? The

FOR BOYS
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answer is: “ Now unto him that is ableto do .. .”
These things can be, for He can do them. They
can be in our case, for this same Lord dwells in
our hearts by faith. And they can be at this very
moment, for His present power is already at work
within. This promise is for now and it is for us.
“ Now unto him that is able . . . unto him be the
glory in the church . . .™ Amen!
H.F.

AND GIRLS

THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES

YOU do not have to journey into a far country
to be a prodigal son. Bernard had proved this.
From the time when he began to grow up he had
been a very bad son, bringing much pain and dis-
tress to his father, and almost breaking his mother’s
heart. The father had been most patient. Again
and again he made amends for his son’s wrong-
doing, paying back what he owed or had stolen,
and even after Bernard had been to prison, still
giving him a welcome in the family home. The sad
story went on through the years, with Bernard
bringing much shame to the family name, and
repaying his parents’ kindness with still worse
behaviour.

His mother fell ill and died. Most people felt
that it was really sorrow of heart that had killed
her, and even Bernard became more serious for a
short while after that. However, he soon went back
to his evil ways, till at last the father had to refuse
to help him any more. Then the father died also.

Now, as the father had been a wealthy man,
Bernard had every hope that at least some of the
money would come to him; so that, when he
received a letter asking him to attend the reading
of the Last Will and Testament, lie made sure to be
there, and to arrive in good time. In the large room
which he knew so well, quite a number of the
family and friends were gathered. They did not
seem very pleased to see him, but this did not
worry Bernard who had only come to find out how
much he was going to get.

As the hour struck, the family lawyer came into
the room. After a short delay, he stood up and
reminded the group that they had been called to
hear the contents of the dead man’s Will, and to
know his last wishes. Then he took up the docu-
ment and began to read. The Will opened with
some legal sentences, mamed the Executor, and
then went on to give a history of the wayward
behaviour of the only son, Bernard. Calmly and
coldly the reader went on with his task, telling, in

the dead father’s own words, the whole story of
the selfish and evil life which had wrecked iheir
home, ruined the mother’s health, and brought
such bitter sorrow to the father’s last years.

Bernard grew red and very angry. The matters
described were true enough—he did not dispute
that—but he had not come to the house to be
reminded of his own past misdeeds. At last he
could bear it no longer. He rose from his chair,
strode out of the room, slamming the door behind
him, and left the house. The lawyer paused just
for a moment, and then quietly went on with his
reading, At last the sad story was finished. Then
the document continued: “ But in spite of all this,
he is my son, and I love him still, For this reason,
even though he does not deserve anything, I pro-
pose to give him all that I possess. There is, how-
ever, one condition. He must attend the reading of
this my Lasi Will and Testament, and must wait
and listen to the end. If he is still present when the
reading is concluded, then he is to inherit all my
possessions.” Then the lawyer went on to read the
rest of the Will, which described how the money
should be divided among the others present if the
son did not wait to hear the whole testament.

And, as a matter of fact, that is how it was
divided. Bernard lost it all. He lost it, not because
of his past sins, but because he was not willing to
face up to them. All could have been his—on the
one condition, that he did not run away from the
truth about himself.

In our Bibles we have the New Testament. It
tells us of what our Lord Jesus has given to us as
a result of His death. We, too, have filled His heart
with sorrow at our bad ways, and have no right to
expect anything from Him. But, like Bernard's
father, the Lord loves us still. All the riches of His
grace are given to us. In our case, also, there is
one condition. It is that we should face up to the
fact of our sins.

“ It we confess our sins, he is faithfni and right-
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eous to forgive us our sins . . .7 (I John 1. 9).
Many people are Iike Bernard. They want to hear
what the New Testament says about God’s rich
blessings, but they turn away from it when they
begin to read about their own sinful life. They are

not prepared to own up to their need. For this
reason they forfeit all the blessings of God’s love,
These blessings are freely given, in spite of all onr
unworthiness ; but they are only given to those
who are ready to admit the truth about themselves.
H. F.

“BECAUSE HE SAW HIS GLORY”’

IL.

KEEPING in mind the passages that we have
been considering (Isaiah vi, I1 Chronicles xxvi, and
Yohn xii. 37 - 41}, let us try to summarise what we
have been saying so far.

GOD REQUIRES A PEOPLE OF PURPOSE

We have noted, firstly, that, in relation to His
full purpose, God is ever found seeking and taking
up a people in whom that purpose has been re-
vealed, and whose life is constituted according 1o
it. God’s saving work, and God’s conforming work,
are governed by a purpose, which is centred in His
Son. Nothing that God does is, in His mind and
intention, something in itself, or an end in itself ;
all is related to His clear and definite purpose. The
Bible throughout shows us that God is ever in
quest of a people who have seen what that purpose
1s, and who are under His hand to be constituted
according to that purpose, to serve Him in it. That
is the explanation of the whole Bible, and that is
what lies behind this passage in the sixth chapter
of Isaiah in particular.

I hesitate to pass on from that, lest its real sig-
nificance and value should be missed. 1 used a
phrase earlier which I think touches this question
quite directly and seriously. I said that, unless
Christians are governed by this comsciousness of
purpose, in their being saved and n God's dealings
with them, there is lacking a constituent, and there
is a constitutional lack, in their Christian life. We
know that, in the physical realm, if a persoa has a
constitutional deficiency. he or she is always open
to, a prey to, the many maladies which are floating
about, They lack resistance to the germs that are
in the air. They are caught this way and that way ;
they have no defences against these things ; and so
they are the people that go down whenever there
is something about. It is a constitutional deficiency.

Now, if there is a ° constitutional deficiency’
like that in the Christian life—whether it be of an
individual or of a company, or of the Church as a
whole—that individual or Church will be in a state
of weakness ; it will be suffering from many mala-
dies, and it will be caught by all sorts of things that
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are floating around. How true that is of many
Christians—they seem to be caught by anything
that's going! First they go off on this line, and
then on that, and then they are caught by some-
thing else, You never know what is the next thing
that is going to get them! They lack this central,
unifying, defensive thing—the knowledge and con-
sciousness of the purpose of God concerning the
Church, concerning His people. God is ever look-
ing for and seeking a people that He can take up
as an instrument in relation to His ultimate and
full purpose.

ONLY GOD’'S PURPOSE CONFERS
SIGNIFICANCE

We went on to say that it is not the person or
the persons—it is not the instrument, be it indivi-
dual or collective, as such—that are the primary
factors. There is sovercignty in this, and you never
know what God is going to take up. He defeats all
our calculations and judgments as to what He will
use. It is not the vessel or the instrument or the
person or the place ; it is the purpose, the purpose
of God’s sovereign choosing, which gives signifi-
cange to anyone or anything. We are not called
because of what we are. We are * the called accord-
ing to His purpose.’

Is it not an impressive thing to see how many of
the great vessels that God used had a strange end
to their ministry?

Take Moses: God buries him, and no man can
find his place of burial (Deut. xxxiv. 6). You can
never put up a stone over the grave of Moses and
say anything about hiin—what a great man he was.
God just buried him.

What of Isaiah? We are entirely dependent upon
tradition as to what happened to Isaiah. It is said
by tradition that he is the one referred to in
Hebrews xi. 37, as having beea “ sawn asunder .
Bui that is mere tradition ; the Bible tells us no-
thing about it.

Think of Jeremiah. What a man Jeremiah was !
While we have said what we trave about the ves-
sels, nevertheless these men did a great work, and
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suffered greatly, and teok on a very great signifi-
cance, because of their function, But Jeremiah—
what a man! What about his end? Does anybody
know what happened to Jeremiah at the end? No,
it is all goess-work. No one knows. He may have
died in Egypt with the last company that went over
there (Jer. xhii. 6, xliv. t — 30). But we don’t know
—he just disappears. How strange of the Lord to
let a man just go out like that!

What about Paul? A great servant of the Lord—
no doubt about that; but, so far as the Bible is
concerned, he is just left in prison in Rome, and
that is the end of the story. Surely he was worthy
of something more than that at the end !

Do you see the point? God is not building a
memorial to the name, to the instrument. Jeremiah
-—wherever he is, or wherever he has gone, we don’t
know. But the Bible does say this: “ Now in the
first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be ac-
complished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
. .. (Il Chron, xxxvii, 22 ; Ezra i. 1). It is the
function, it is the purpose, that God has laid hold
of. The man just sinks into the great vocation ; it
is that that matters. And if the record leaves Paul
in prison, tradition may say much about his death,
but there he is. Ah! what about the purpose that
he has served? God has looked after that! After
all, it is true that with all these, and so many others,
they are only known to us now because of their
service to the purpose of God. In a certain sense,
that is their immortality.

Yes: significance is not attached to any name,
person, or instrumentality ; it is only attached to
God’s purpose concerning His Son. And you and
I will take on value only in the measure in which
God’s Son is truly served, and comes into His
place, by means of us.

GOD MEETS ALL NEEDS FOR HIS
PURFOSE

We further weat on to point out that God is
faithful to His purpose, and—given that there is
no deliberate urtbelief or pride—He meets all the
needs for the realisation of His own purpose. That
was the real meaning of this vision that came to
Isaiah. We showed in what a devastating situation
Isaiah, ns a young man, found himself, at the time
of that vision. There was the tragedy of Uzziah ;
there was the state of the people. Read those first
chapters of Isaiah’s prophecies, and see what a
state existed, It was encugh to put any young man
off the ministry—enough to be utterly disconcert-
ing. Tt was sufficient to bring complete despair,
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hopelessness ; to make him feel, ® Nothing is
possible .

But then, God is not a God of circumstances, in
this way ; God is the God of purpose. And so,
because of the purpose with which this man Isaiah
was related, God came in with the vision, the sav-
ing vision, and by it delivered him—and what a
vision it was! God meets the need of His own
purpose—provided, as I have said, that there are
not those things that always stay the kand of God
- deliberate unbelief, or pride. God can do nothing
where there is pride. But, given there is an open-
ness of heart, a purity of spirit, toward Himself,
with all the tragedy, with all the human weakness,
with all our own failure, God meets the need of the
purpose, and works all things for good in those
who are called according thereto.

THE PURPOSE OFTEN INVOLVES
DISILLUSIONMENT

Further, we pointed out that this ministry, this
calling, this function, concerning the purpose of
God, is often fraught with deep experiences of dis-
illusionment, of disappointment, and of breakdown,
in the realms in which we had great expectations
and upon which we had set our hopes. So it was
with Isaiah over king Uzziah. Isaiah’s whole life
had been bound up with Uzziah. God had blessed
him, God had used him ; there is no doubt about
it, the Lord had been with king Uzziah ; he had
done a great work for God. What a devastating
thing it is to our hearts and to our confidence, when
we see something, or someone, which has been so
evidently and wonderfully raised up and used and
blessed of God, just coming to spintual tragedy. It
makes us feel: ‘ Then, who can be saved? who
can go through? Can we hope that we shall do
better? Can we hope that the thing with which our
lives are bound vp will have a better end than
that?’ We feel there is always the terrible possi-
bility that it will go that way with us, and with
what we have given ourselves to.

There will be disillusionments, there will be dis-
appointments, there will be heartbreak, But note—
the thing that saved Isaiah, in a day like that, was
that God established a relationship between him
and something that was above it all: “1I saw the
Lord, high and lifted up”—the anchorage in
Heaven. We never cease to wonder, do we, at that
end of the Apostle Paul. It constitutes a problem—
but it is a glorious problem. If ever there had been
a man poured out for God, it was Paul ; if ever a
man was jealous for God's highest and fullest, he
was ; if ever a man suffered in the interests of God’s
purpose, Paul did. And now, at the last. the
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churches throughout Asia, who owed their spiritual
life to him, had turned away from him ; friends
around him had left him ; he sees his work appar-
ently falling to pieces. Your amazement is that the
man himself doesn’t go to pieces. You think that
if ever a man ought to be in the slough of despond,
really cast down and under things, Paul ought to
be. Here he is, a lonely man, taken out of his life-
work, shut up in prison ; converts and friends, and
even fellow-labourers, turning away from him—
“Demas hath forsaken me ™, he says, If ever a
man ought to be down, he ought to be.

But look—his link is with Heaven! He has seen
“the Lord high and lifted up’, and that has saved
him in this terrible hour. “ These things said Isaiah,
because he saw His glory . . .’ Oh, that we might
be so strongly and clearly and positively related
with the One in Heaven, that all these things which
could break our hearts, and send us right down to
the bottom, just do not have that effect. We may
have our dark hours—I have no doubt that these
men had their dark hours ; we may have our times
of despondency. But—but—there is something that
is more than that, It is the One who is above—we
have seen Him.

EXPERIENCES RELATED TO THE
PURPOSE

Next, such an instrument, related to the purpose,
is brought into experiences that definitely bear
upon that purpose: that is, they are constituted
according to the purpose of God. The purpose of
God, in relation to His Son, is that Christ shall
ultimately fill all things, and all things shall be
summed up in Him. He is to be the universal Lord,
and what is true of Him, characteristically, is to
become true of the Church: it is to take its char-
acter from Him, in order that, so doing, it may be
the very vessel and instrument of His government
in all the coming ages. If that is so, then a very
great «deal has got to be done in us to make it
possible ! _

For this is not just an official thing: it is not that
God just takes us up and puts us into an official
position, willy-nilly, as though it didn’t matter what
sort of people we were. Oh, no—a lot has got to
be done to bring a people there. And so we find
that in such instruments, as we have them in the
Word of Ged (and they are only indicative of God’s
abiding methods and principles), the thing to which
they were called was wrought into their very being.
Isaiah meant this when he said: “ I and the child-
ren whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and
for wonders in Israel ™ (Is. viii. 18). He had given
his sons certain names, and those names were des-

criptive of the very things that God was doing. To
Ezekiel, the Lord said: “Say, I am your sign”
(Ezek. xii. 11). * When you see God’s dealings with
me, what God is doing in me, the way God is lead-
ing me, then you will see what God is after.” That
is an essential thing for any instrument of God.

Let me repeat: You cannot just go and retail
Divine truths. You may give good addresses, clever
addresses, even brilliant addresses, on Bible sub-
jects ; you may give very impressive discourses on
the Bible ; and people may say they enjoyed it—
even go as far as to say that, for the moment, they
were helped by it. But you must remember that
that is not good enough for the Lord. What the
Lord is seeking to do is to create a constitution.
I do not of course mean a system of laws and
regulations, such as when one speaks of the ‘ Con-
stitation’ of a nation. I mean what we mean by
‘our constitution’: how we are made, what we
are made of ; our make-up ; the very substance of
our being. And God is seeking to make a comstitu-
tion in a people. Any instrument that He is to use
must have that constitution, and it has got to come
right out of what God has done in us. That ex-
plains a very great deal.

EVERY MEMBER AFFECTED

Perhaps you may be thinking, * How does all
this apply to me? How does it affect me? This
seems to concern some ideal instrument, perhaps
some ideal people, for ministry ; or some visionary
conception of a church like that. I'm a very simple,
ordinary individual: surely I, with a great many
more like myself, don’t come into that?’ Let me
say here, with very great emphasis, that such a
vessel, such an instrument, is not just made up of
public speakers, outstanding personalities, partic-
ular ministries and ministers. If you gather with
others for prayer, your very coming together with
others in that way, even if you do not pray andibly,
but are just there in the spirit of prayer and co-
operation, makes you as vital a part of that purpose
as any particular ministry.

Remember: though there may be men who
minister the Word, those whom we point out as
* ministering servants of the Lord *—we would call
them °‘ the Lord’s servants —remember, they will
never fulfil their ministry unless you are behind
them in prayer. Paul was very, very sure about
that: he let us know quite definitely that even he
(of course he would not have said anything like
that—* even I’ ; but we say, ‘ even he ") could not
have fulfilled his great calling, his elect ministry,
unless there had been praying people behind him
all the time. They were fulfilling the ministry.
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That is only one aspect of the whole matter. Jin
a corporate thing—I do not mean an
thing, but an orgewiom—eseyyppertniaeiess ;tike
whole Is affected by the least part. And so you ate
affecting this matter in some way. Evea if you aie
not functioning at all, you are affecting the wiole
thing. We are called into something that iiveles
s in respemstiility.

NEED FOR ABIDING

Let us now go a further step in this summary.
We are not actually touching the record and the
narrative; we are drawin fg out the lessons. Wihem
we think of the tragedy of Uzziah, we st recog-
nise that the way of safely is the way of alviiding
deeply in G@d—abidmg under the hea
ment. What a different story would have wold
abeut the end ef Uzziah, if he had net taken things
iAfe his 6WwA hands and sought o be@@m same—
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With smeke ” (Is. vl 11-4
The refes@m o the time factor is emphatie
“ I the year that king Uzziah died *. Yes, it was
a very, very erusial and significant time. If we

e6uld grasp this, we sheuld Have a new and Wenr-
derful epehing Up of heavenly Mmeaning. Fer ﬂn%

MARCH —ACHRIL,, 1959

deatth of Uzziah was not am incident @ am
event in the history of Esrael: iit ook pkoe aft a
petiod when some of the greatiest changes of alll
time were taking place in this woilld. It neay welll
Fespact Bul than conminy clhe. RISl
%ﬁ ES g
e ot v e ok bl st o o
stofy © 5]
L g i T
(. FitiFe © fith JRItr
@ o @l@% of r@@ @l%y &j OF IHi% ig?
gevernment. HH%% g bR

m §@E at of m Dmm %@ﬂ RANRIHY,
?ﬂ mm%
B@W:, g%&xrwa% %lmtt&%

Shorﬂty afiesr Uzzlah's deatth, Rome wess feunsikel
—iihe grealt power wihich would eventudlily be i
dwmofkuﬁmmam@&mhwﬁmm&m%m
the glony goes, e Wwhat begins: Runr ik .
The government depads Fom Jrsedesm. ﬁflﬁ:

By , O 1B Coml
m ﬁtﬂ\fﬂggl'

THIE HEAWENLY ammmwr

Butiti%aln%a\v@nlwtem [} itlﬁ;&mm
theene ; it is a hea %hwd

o
S %%ﬁ@%% L

ke,
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m:;lmuuse, a templ mmm;@m‘vm
on see, brings us riglitt over to nmtt
time. This vision is mot @ vision it bhellongedl to
a oztzim prophet wiw lived digitt umdied] yems
before Clmist; itt #s mott just & biit off Instiony Hedbongg -
ing to an age far back im the difstontt presit. Thiks is
something that is right up to diste. Jesus hes fal-
filled alll this—Hie is the fulfilment off &l tnis—tinz
Throne, the Priesthood, the spinituzl House. Do
you sae? We are im this vision, or ouglitt to be. Audd
it ougit to be mare than a visiton: we cuglit to e
in the reality of it. This belongs to ws, mut to
Isaiah ; it is ours.
Is it wue? Well, iis iit rue thet the eenthly
that the departed, tlhe RRLN WAS
scattered, the throne was vewated, the priesihood
ceased tobeofanym? Is it trwe? Qff couse
it is true. Is it rue thett the glhmivus heavenly
of that has come im?—that there is
One upon the Throne, far zbove alll? Is iit true
that He nsewmmgam‘amwhmm‘mw
behalf’? Is itt true that there ic @ gpnittal Hiouse?
* Hiis train filled the tenple’™ Yﬁmm witadt we
are brouglt to—a tremendous Spimiitoall reallity.. At
is an immense comflont and @noouragement tio Kamw
that, winan the earthly breaks diowm, the heavenly
never collapses. Winen there is exaytiiing off dis-
appointment dowm here, mmm

DO

hﬁ@g@mg
m

feah t him,. The Thm@ WAS RN IR e
Priesthood was mot set asidp:: weﬁm.s@
feahty Has itg@metlmes eonuiiiiied) for v%%(
real problemy: that hese iy 2 mem dmte St
ﬁom his lie-werk, the churches frrsaliig) him,

spiritual dediine seiting iim, things alll
error and false hets m%e%m
M prop Qﬁ%@m‘@h

Paul gﬁwsusm
qfthew lmmwmmm
RSS! ? @ummdmedn@wmmmw
mlylosthnsmn,hemlmmmnmﬁm
im mtnonandm

A __ﬂgﬁﬂgé:?%' @J%@ ‘%ﬂ ‘“%
Ry %ﬁ%%

e& eai it mﬁ ,littlé !
gggﬁ a%l‘f amen mt%!vm ;

this %1

itars. TVhegeane the flavr; Epiesions iis fiicood!
Ah, mm:ttmwihllefmnmtﬂaatssiuaam agnud Hoe-
img alliree ttw itt, aant] Kanowingy whiadt wass Haagmariing
amdl wxmatwmaunnm thaet Hoaull wyotethadtléeteer.
He wias mwt nraal), mutimeggjimiing tiinggs Héewuasnuot

sayieg: “THiss its Huwv thimgs cngditt too bee. Ty
reallly ae like tiss, lhut tthasus Hmtlh@qugbhttm
tie”.. Nty Hee ifs ssaymgg: ¢ TiHississiL."

THE PURPOSIE SHCTIREID INN HEAWEMN

T dgwritt karowy whiadt s ggt too agmsan teouss, Bt
ssynestingy musit hmtm uss, ttD t uss teo thiadt
pesition Wiene wee tto thingysass they
afe dRwmhene, huithe it antotthnggsass theyaarein
tite i, iivteanidon andi mpuposse off @ ; whicere
We s thmnghttbsmnmm edise. Titadtisstiteread]
fioree off thiks wisston. Euwes giss seeunedc—na0t
divwm heae, tut up there. ' HHghh andoHifeet] upp™—
ilt ifs ssmnued wp theaee. B0 ywou eowsr havee ssonee
dimliss ahoutt ¥our ovwn gyethigg thmowghh, ablomt
yaounr ovm ssdbadiion? Wiethizer sppriiasdlly yoauasee
m tto wilnttinangj?? Wiethioer yoouwill | ssumived”?

youany quesiions ordbokiits adfomittha?? ko
you sorimmess weortier whieeheer yoauwilll findssh ugp
out aff thimgy?

Wedlh, newy, xasu willl %@éﬁt thrts alioit Koot sadt-
AR Wkt lttlﬁsSQSGl}'r%I PHieaxean. X sahwa-
YRih ifs th Cnisse im ageH 155 NeBt
thriefiene setlnj%ét tey qsmddimssctmvnhwe Wy
not Belipxge thedt @uﬂ% empgégelsslmﬁaa‘s
sqsee 1 Mpaxah, ardi Mt%tmthmﬁgs
hese> Igt (;5} s casyy lsswmmmg Hiss
PURREe Bkt ass YRsdr
qamh Syl t; hjut<hz>\WerueavelnssettmtthhsswtmﬁS r-
off @xst iis sesauedd] i Hleaan?? Tittadtiss
sww Irtasmas thee deshated), hmea&ge@wcam
ot b, Ittcanmwit fiil, beseuseethadt Tinaneeceanadt
be vagatedl., Ikt cammoot brsdk dioven, Hoseasse thiadt
Brigssroad] it am esesndl mwsstlmdd amet willl nost
asasce. “ Hie anerr likesth ™ —thiad iss the podint; thiee
eumpitms ifs uppson titve " eyee—" Hite evverlivetth too
make ineesssion™. “'Hie ik alilke to seaee teo thiee
mnu;st“—m it weond MAaAss, aasypuulkmw

]%ﬂtmntmtﬂteeadd
1
g s
i , : e %m@.
11"?1?5 DRkt ST 1 an s 3 aty Séﬂlt
-1&@%‘6&%@ RS} BB Ht-
¥ t?osﬁée%th‘?e
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Isaiah, and of Paul, was ‘ because they saw His
glory’. Oh, that it might be true in our case—
their persistence, their going on, their surviving,
their triumphing, their effectual witness, their
ministry, their service! These were the fruits, the

MARCH — APRIL, 1959

effects, of seeing His glory. Would that we might
be brought again, in a new way, to see the Exalted
Lord—the Exalted Lord ; that the effects of that
might come upon us as they did upon Isaiah.
T.A-S.
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paramount, had rebuked! their shortsightedness amdi
condemned their 1 ity. Acoordiimg to
Stephen this was & viltimus andl evil fome vt wes
at work even winam the amnd| types off the
heavenly were being formwally and ritualisticzllly
prgl‘c}?esedeﬁect off Segpiiari amd| tihe
’splmounmm

significance off his with tie Holy Syt
—as will be seem from some of Inis dieuses—wes to

wipe out and set aside the entire QltH Tiestammorit
order, as represented by and contired! im the Temple
at Jerusalem. The sigmifiicance of the aivent of
Christ was the off vkt wes—and is—of
time, by that which is etowradl; the dirgpbeding of
that which is of earth by tiat wihich it off Hissven ,

the dii affttie ttenpooed Myt Hespiditdah| ; sart]
the of the menadly locl oy the universsl.
The cult of Israel was fiiithail for the age.

One, perhaps me, fchor iim the sigmificance
of Siephen mmmmwummmm

with almost his last breatih: “Beholdi, I sze tine
heavens opened, and the Sum of mam

the ri thmnddf@@ii""(w S’S)H@mmhmtﬂm
central and basic reality of true New Trstemmndt
J(]'Jhnstlam dfghthe Clhg&gdh and| Tglhée ahunches—
lesus on the right hand off Godl. SrONaIIIRaTL,
the a the headiquarters, vested im the
ascended Lord, and conred im Heawn; moft im
Jerusalem, wmywhﬂedmmwﬁmmm
is the onlymmmmmm
self had wsed the title, Hie is spaken off a5 Son of
Mam, This is not the Jewish title, iit is tive umivensdl
desigmation. 1m Damniid| we have the Son off Mtan 25
receiving from God * domimion, ud gllory, andl @
kingdom, that all the mﬂﬂlﬂs,nmmns,anﬁm_}—
guiags showldl serve hiva™ (Dwn. vii. ]MQ)T}imtin;
the ﬁmﬂﬂgﬁfﬁﬂﬂhﬁﬂﬁm&mmﬂi
P‘I vi

”fh@ Je '4. 5 _
than that h@“ k. Wi
fimpliest 5

ﬂ@n& I
@asmmﬁen eff@@ L%mm @1}@

There was an ymplieit call to the Chireh off

to leave the apd all1 thide ViRaH Wil ift

gatﬁ@v@ into the gmten the faller, 2nd| the abiémg

this g%s ) M@@th@f; things immasired )y ielpied.
As we see
wondierfialll’

these, we are fofesd| to exadaaimi: * OR,

speativat] off the Hweenandy mooeeneen?? Weiashiretiize
wwice off Hisewen, pradiainiigy, iin aa orowiadl aantl
diemggrous Hwmur i thiee Chuncdtis Hissboyy , thiee ttae
| et et odfi tssconrsstitttoon aant wooazidor ??
Did tiney dio Hiim tto dbedth), ditixean Hyy thee séirsster
iimtielliiggence off ttre exill poverss witoo Karovvthee iin-
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THE ARM OF THE LORD

VIIL

Reading : Isaiah Ixi. 1 - Ixii. Ia.

WE come now to yet a further aspect of this so
many-sided fruit of the Cross of the Lord Jesus.
We remember that the first three verses of this
sixty-first chapter of Isaiah, so full, were taken up
by our Lord Jesus Himself. After His baptism the
heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended and
came upon Him: it was the great moment of His
anointing as the Servant, who had just passed,
symbolically, by the way of the Cross, as repre-
sented by His baptism. Now, anointed, He meets
the enemy in the wilderness, and worsts him com-
pletely on all points ; then, returning from the wil-
derness in the power of the Spirit. He comes to
Narzareth, where He has been brought up.

On the Sabbath day, He enters into the syna-
gogue, and the Scriptures are handed to Him. He
opens them at this point in Isaiah’s prophecies,
and reads these verses, and, when He has read
them, He hands the roll back to the Ruler of the
synagogue and sits down. (This, contrary to our
custom, was a sign that He had something to say.
If we have something to say, we usually stand up ;
but in the synagogues, if they had something to
say, they sat down.) And it says that ‘ the eyes of
all’ that were assembled °were fastened upon
Him *—because He had sat down ; they saw He
had something to say. “ And he began to say unto
them, To-day hath this scripture been fulfilled in
your ears ” (Luke iv. 14 - 21). ~

We thus see that the Lord Jesus was appropri-
ating this part of Isaiah to Himself. All along we
have recognised that there is a relationship of these
prophecies to the Lord Jesus and to this dispensa-
tion, as well as a connection with the history of
Isracl. And this is what we now come to,

THE ANOINTING OF THE HEAD FLOWS
DOWN TO THE MEMBERS

But notice, as we begin, that this ancinting,
while resting first of aii upon ‘ the Lord’s Servant’
—for that is the title of Christ in Isaiah: “ Behold
my servant” (Isa. xli. 1}—while this anointing
of course rests upon Him and relates, fully and
supremely, to Him, as the the Head, the language
of the prophetic narrative immediately afterwards
makes an abrupt transition to ‘they’, ‘them ’;
‘ye’, ‘“vou’, ‘your’. After this declaration con-
cerning the anointing of the Servant, it goes on:
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“ And they shall build the old wastes, rhey shall
raise up the former desolations, and they shall re-
pair the waste cities, the desolations of many gen-
erations ” (Ixi. 4). The people of God derive the
values, come into the good, of this anointing. It is
as though the anointing upon Him, as Head, just
flowed down and embraced the whole of His niem-
bership—the members of Christ.

That is why we read the first fragment of the
next chapter: “ For Zion’s sake will I not hold my
peace . ..” As | said in the previous chapter, there
15 so much, in these later prophecies of Isaiah,
about Zion—about the good of the anointing be-
ing found in Zion, Zion inheriting all these values.
And Zion, as we know, is the Old Testament
figure of the Church. We were speaking, in that
chapter, about Zion’s light: “ Arise, shine, for thy
light is come™ (Ix. 1}—this is the testimony re-
covered. Here, in chapter Ixi, we move into Zion’s
life and Zion’s liberty.

*TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE
CAPTIVES”

You notice, first of all, that this is a message fo
Zion, to the Church. All this has to have its fulfil-
meat, its realisation, in the Lord’s people. Israel, at
this time, were in exile in Babylon, i a state of
bondage and spiritual death, and the prophecies
have to do with their deliverance, their liberation
from that bondage, from that death, the bringing
of this people out into life and into liberty. Now
I have said that Jesus took to Himself this Scrip-
ture about the andinting of the Lord being upon
Him, “to proclaim liberty to the captives ”, and
so on. But you remember that the earthly Zion,
the earthiy Jerusalem—in other words, the Jewish
people—never did come into the reality of this lib-
eration. They missed all these values. That Zion
did not inherit the values of His anointing. But the
Church has inherited it all. This has become the
inheritance of the spiritual Israel, the spiritual
people of God. Judaism—* Israel after the flesh’
—was the supreme antagonist of the anointing. By
their weapon of legalism, they slew Him. It must
be a people who answer to all this that is said
about the anointing, who come into these further
values of the second part of this chapter,

That is, it must be a people who can appreciate
the Good Tidings, because they are meek: that
was not true of Israel after the fiesh. It must be a
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people of a broken heart, and that was not true aff
Israel after the flesh, It must be a people conscious
tl%aththgy reailly are IS ves ane%wthat m@t m
of the Jews in our Lord’s day
belleved, that of alsygeop\z on the earth they were
the freest, the ones who kiew least about bondage :
that was one of the points of contiovisy With thesim
and the Lord Jesus (Johm viii. 33), It st be a
people who feel that their state is one of i
ment, if they are to e the * opening of tlne
prison to them that aw bouhd *; and $0 ofn. The
values of the aneinting ean @ﬁly conR o peope
Wi realise, in all these ways, §91ﬂtuaﬂy MR
need of this Servant of We Lowd, Working, uhder
the aneinting, ter thelr geed, for tRSIF advaniage.

THE NEW TESTAMENT COUNTERPART

We now follow the same course a3 we lhave
followed in every connection. This part of [saiah’s

prophecies, and this chapter in partieula¥, carfies
us to the New Teswnniit counterpar. We have
seen that there afe parts of the New Testament
whieh answer distinetly and clearly to e differ-
ent phases and meverens in these
Isaidh. And the New Teswmfiit eouh! fo
this §1x%rﬁf§t shaptsf is uﬁd%wd% Paul’s ke
ter te the Galatians, Let us loak at WFf&%EH@HE%
from that letter. Yeu Wi %é?% Bring A
Isalah 1xi, the aneinting & §91f1t

PAUL'S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS

* This only would I leann from you, Received
Ke the Spivit lay the works o the !aw, oF by e
earing of faith? Ave ye so foolish? having

) zhe S iFit, are ?&e new p er{e@iael 7] mfﬁ:ﬂ
h@f@f@f@ hat supplieth o m e pwm

awiz keih mirasles ameng you ){

m@ wef)@ of the law, oF By Hie h@armg fﬁizﬂh

@hﬂﬂ Fedeemed Us from e eurse o
that HPeR m@ @@Filﬁi g@ Lz

aﬁamnamr mgf Jw%;% %&Q é@@ s:még

%)@ BF9m1§ 9

" And besaise ye are sons, God seni forth the
Spirit o j his Son into ouF hearis, erying, Abba,
ather " (1v. 6).

* For we thrsweh the SpiFit by faith wait foF the
h@p@ of r:gm@@uﬁms ((wp H). 4

;:@;v Wialk by the Spirit, and ye shall

n@: j’amtngg Lst %&’%&é@m F@Zgg ﬂ@gﬁ@lm&w
RSN ANE SPWIK, Spiit
i@?? ihese are soniFaFy the one 1o the okher;; hat ye

52

may not do e Whings that ye would. Bult if ye are
kel by the Spitril, ye are wot wader e law .
wefm»wmsmm wmsmmmUsamm
fiw. 1% -188, 25),

“ For he that soweth unto his flesh shall of ithe
lesh reap corription; ibuk the that Soweth wnito ts:
Spiirir sthvadl of tihe Spidrit reap eternal llife'” (i, B).

A1 thatt, a5 you notiice, has %o do witth tie Sipitit
—which is, ofemlm aneitiesr way of spealiing ajt
the anointing. We wiill now e anitiesr bft&ff
series, which folllows the line of the: Cioss,

* I have been crucified with Christ;; yet I lime
anild yet wo longer I, bt Clinissr lkveith ik e .

(iii. 20).

* O foolish Galatians, who did bewiich yoid, be-
mmwmmwwwmfpm
erueiied?” (Wi, 7).
ﬁe; %3}3 they thaimafﬁhgf Christ J% h%\;; QI%

WA [passions
thereof ” (fves 24).

“ But far be it from me to glory, save in e

eFoss of @u F Isel Josiuss CHinish, h winiieh thige

RSs Qff W@Wdtha b@@nmmwmm nd I unito e

workd * (vii. 14).
Tihese two series of xRt Masth s it IRitesr
‘o the chukches in Galatia ” (i. 2) make: iit drar
1o e ot e ot e
s QT Ipe-
&mmﬂlm%ﬁ

THEE ESSENTIALLY SPIRITUWAL NATURE
OF CHRISTIANITY

N e ali] ko thait thils ILites: 1o the: Gallians
contait Paul’s trmriiisies balle. Yes, Raidl was
autt@i«'an mwmm%@tmwmmm
fo %t e

what it DaidiR » i i ik el
gw @ iy laeg;i&éﬁ lwt Eﬁ %&ﬁ%ﬁ
% %ﬂﬂh% |1%,It&r£

{m ) A N@oo T%‘él%

t'}%‘m 3 % H%BEW
e %@ % i
%5, q §§%€H&HI &58 138 %&%%’Iﬂ Wal CORAIHER:

\t@w wieftl insito-
Tghiing @ malic fo

gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ&&m w&%
"ﬂ)bﬂ'ﬁgﬁ%%% rﬂmw&lﬂii%ilﬂ%’%ﬁ%ﬂ h

Gl E———




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 37 - Searchable

then, and ever since, he has sought, either to re-
solve Christianity into a matter of rites and cere-
monies—ritual, formalism, earthly and temporal
symbols, representations, figures, and so forth ; or,
failing that, to substitute for it the false spirituality
sometimes dignified by the name of © mysticism ’.
That was Satan’s object, and Paul saw that the
issue was nothing less than the real meaning, the
essential nature, of Christianity—what it is. And
Paul was not giving it away, because he had had a
tremendoas experience omn this very matter. He
therefore set himself to fight this thing with all the
strength at his command, to make it perfectly clear
that Christianity is not in any respect an earthly
system—it is a heavenly life. Christianity is essenti-
ally a life in the Spirit, and the Cross is intended
to produce that. If it does not produce it, there is
some reason for it in those concerned. It means that
the whole nature of Christianity has been changed,
and the mieaning of the Cross subverted.

S0 Paul lunges at this subtle move of the enemy
with all the force of the Cross, and brings in every
weapon to which he can lay his hand. What are
some of those weapons?

PAUL’S WEAPONS AGAINST THE
DEBASING OF CHRISTIANITY

(1} HIS PERSONAL HISTORY

Well, first of all—und this is a very powerful
weapon, as you will notice from this letter—he
brings in the weapon of his own history and his
own experience. There are few places in all his
writings—perhaps only Second Corinthians—where
he refers to himself more than he does in this
letter. He brings his own history and his own ex-
perience right forward; it is one of his master-
strokes. And he was the man to do it ! Just look at
Saunl of Tarsus: look at his history—what he tells
us about himself. Was there ever a man who had
put this whole Jewish systemm more thoroughly to
the test than he had? He had committed himself
to the observances, to the performance of every
part of the Jewish ritual, right up to the hilt; in-
deed, he tells us that he was far more zealous in
this matter than many of his own age. “ I advanced
in the Jews’ religion beyond many of mine own age
. . . being more exceedingly zealous for the tradi-
tions of my fathers” (Gal. i. 14). This man had
gone all the way with this system, with its cere-
monies and rites, its types and figures, its symbols
and forms ; he had gone the whole way.

What did it do for him? Where did it land
him? He had exhausted it most thoroughly, most
conscientiously, most sincerely: because one thing
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that we have to say about Saul of Tarsus is that
he was a man who did not believe in half measures
—he was a man who meant business, and he was
a man who was sincere in what he did. He tells us :
“1 verily thought . . . that I ought to do™—*1
thought that I ought to do’—" many things con-
trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth ” (Acts xxvi.
9). It was a matter of conscience with this brilliant
young Pharisee, who had climbed so high on the
ladder of Judaism. But, where did it land him?
We have lis own exclamation ; he says: ‘ This is
where it landed me!>—*Q wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver me out of the body of this
death?” (Rom. vii. 24). You conld not get very
much lower than that, could you? That is the last
word in anything. In his own experience, in his
own history, the whole thing had failed. In effect,
he says: “ That is where it landed me ; that is all it
did for me. And it is not going to do anything bet-
ter for anybody else, however devoted they may
be to it.’
(II) THE MEANING OF THE CROSS

But then, having come to that end, to that igno-
minious end, crying for deliverance—° O wretched
man that I am, who shil deliver me? Nothing and
nobody, over all this long history, has proved a de-
liverer for me!>—then he found the Lord Jesus;
and the Lord Jesus did for him all that this tre-
mendous sumn of things had entirely failed to do.
He found the Cross, and he said: “I have been cru-
cified with Christ ; yet I live ; and yet no longer 1,
but Christ liveth in me ” (Gal. ii. 20). You notice
the change from the thought of ‘death’ to the
thought of life’. He is a dead mam mnade alive,
come to life. He is a man who has known an alto-
gether new beginning, a new history, a new ex-
perience, which has sprung out of the Cross of the
Lord Jesus.

Moreover, he found the Holy Spirit, and the
Holy Spirit did for him what this vast system of
Judaism, o which he had given himself so utterly,
could never do. That is why he gives such a large
place to the Holy Spirit in this letter. That is why
the Cross and the Holy Spirit are here brought to-
gether as the ruling lines of this whole testimony.
The Holy Spirit, on the ground of the Cross, has
reversed the whole experience, changed the whole
situation.

(III) THE MEANING OF CHRIST

And then—here we could go through the letter
with another ruling line—he discovered the real
meaning of Christ. The name of Christ occurs
forty-three times in this little letter, which can be
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vead in ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, That
itself is significant ; indeed, it just shouts at us as
to what it is all about. Paul is really seeking to
show here what is the true meaning of Christ. What
is the true meaning of Christ? Just this: that all
that system has been—in Himself—completely ful-
filled. The vast system of the law and all its ordin-
ances has been fulfilled in and by Christ, in the
Cross ; all righteousness has been fulfilled. As He
came to His baptism i the Jordan, typifying His
death on the Cross, Jesus had said: * Suffer it
now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous-
ness” (Matt. iii. 15). That was the question at issue,
and it was all fulfilled in the Cross of the Lord
Jesus ; Christ crucified has fulfilled it all. The Old
Testameut is fulfilled in Christ. That is whai we
have been saying about Isaiah ; and what is true of
Isaiah is true of all the Oid Testament. We cannot
attempt to show here how the Old Testhment is
fulfilled in Christ, but that is what Paul is saying.
‘I have been crucified with Christ : and so I am
united with Hint in that writing off, that fulfibnent,
of all the requirements of God ; and, by the Spirit,
1 come into the good of all that Jesus is.’

(1v) THE MEANING OF GRACE

There is yet another theme in this letter which
would repay our study : it is the meaning of grace.
That is a great thing in the Letter to the Galatians.
Grace puts us on to an entirely new basis. All the
ritual, ali the forms, all the demands of the law,
only served to accentuate the evil conscience. Paul
makes that so clear. As we know, this Letter to the
Galatians was written before the Letter to the
Romans: probably Paul, when he had written to
the Galatians, said to himself, * T must write some-
thing more abour this °, and so took the opportunity
of enlarging upon it when writing to the Romans,
But the point is that the whole thmg related to this
matter of conscience. 1 had not known sin . . .
except the law had said, Thou shalt not . . . (Rom.
vii. 7). * The very saying of that thing only gave me
a bad conscience: this whole system was only
keeping my conscience alive—it was not saving me
from an evil conscience. But grace has done that ;
grace hds put me on to an altogether new and dif-
ferent basis, where the evil conscience is dealt with.’
Yes, grace deals with the conscience. It is a wonder-
ful word over agaiust a bad conscience: ‘The
Grace of God .

(V) THE MEANING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Lastly, Paul discovered the meaning of the Holy
Spirit. What does Paul say preeminently about the
Holy Spirit iere? * Because ye are sons, God sent
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forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
Abba, Father ” (Gal. iv. 6). * Ye received the Spirit
of sonship, whereby we cry, Abba, Father ” (Rom.
viii. 15). Paul sels that over against servanthood.
And there he gets right to the heart of the matter.
For if we recognise, as it is easy to do, the difference
between a servant and a son, we have the secret of
everything.

A servant is one who simply has to do what he
is told: he is told that he must or he must not, and,
whether he likes it or not, whether he agrees with
it or not, it is for him to obey, that is all. Whatever
may be his own reactions, he cannot help himself :
he is merely a servant. Inwardly he may be in posi-
tive revolt against the whole thing, but he can do
nothing abont it. I amn speaking, of comrse, about
a servant of those days. A servant of the present
day would just give up his job and go—that is how
it is in our time. But you could not do it there in
the Roman Empire in Paul’s day. A bondslave had
no power of choice whatever ; he could not say :
*]1 am resigning; I am going to find another
master '—he just could not do it. He was bought,
body. soul and spirit ; and, though he might be in
revolt with every fibre of his being, there was no-
thing he could do about it. He just was the bond-
slave of this law.

THE SPIRIT OF SONSHIP

That 1s a servant, a slave, What is a son? Well,
if he is a son in the true meaning of Christian son-
ship, his service is a delight to him. There is in him
the dynamic of love: he delights to do those things
that please his Father, and that love gives him the
incentive and the power to do them. He has another
spirit, the Spirit of Sonship, working in him, making
it possible for him to respond to every requirement :
for that is the meaning of the Holy Spirit-—an in-
ward power, and that of love, which makes every-
thing possible. As we all know, if we have a mighty
love for something, nothing is impossible! Would
that we had more of this love—the love that does
not irk, that does not wait to have things pointed
out, to have its attention drawn to them, but is all
the time on the alert, anxious and keen, watching
to see what needs to he done. We need that spirit,
do we not?

That is something that is so impressive in certain
companies known to tis in the Far East. It is re-
ferred to here by way of illustration and example,
not by way of condemnation or criticism of others.
Oune great meeting hall, for instance, with its mter-
nal capacity of 1,600, and provision all the way
round for up to 3,000 more, and with its 1,000 panes
of glass, needs, as yon can guess, a lot of looking
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after—what with the cleaning, the care of all the
electrical installations, the amplifiers, and so on,
There is so much connected with even one centre
like that. After every meeting you see an army of
men and women, prepared, and getting down to it,
sweeping and cleaning and mopping wp, adjusting
and seeing to things, so that everything is clean and
wholesome and in its place, for the next meeting.
As you look at these people doing these jobs, per-
haps you ask about someone, busily working away
in his old clothes: * Who is that brother?’ ‘ Oh,
that is Major-General So-and-So!” You see another
younger man getting down to it, really getting down
to a dirty job: ‘ Who is that young brother?” * He
is the Managing Director of the biggest textile fac-
tory on this island!’ And so you go on—General,
Colonel, Director—but they are all ‘ going to it”.
One of these high officers has made it his business
to clean those’ one-thousand panes of glass once
every week!

How do they go about it? Well, before they
start on their work, they all meet together and pray
and sing. They pray all together, this great army
of workers ; then they have a good sing ; and then
they get down to the work. It is all done in a spirit
of joy like that. That is the spirit of sonship! That
is not bondslavery ; it is the true spirit of sonship.
We need far more of that. That is the meaning of
the Holy Spirit. You are not surprised that these
people are radiant, and you are not surprised that
the question is answered in their case: “ To whom
is the arm of the Lord revealed?” It is indeed re-
vealed there. Suffer the iltustration; it is very
wholesome to have seen these things really work-
ing. They can work : they really can work.

This, then, is the meaning of the Spirit, the
meaning of Christ: the real spirit of sonship. That
is what Paul is saying here. Satan is against that—
Satan just hates that. He will try to break it up;
he will try to spoil it, at all costs, That was the
battle that Paul was in. He was not just contending
with the Judaizers, but with the direct antagonism
of the great enemy against a testimony of that kind
—against the real fruit of the Cross.

FREEDOM FROM LAW MEANS
GOVERNMENT BY THE SPIRIT

Now, if Satan is thwarted along one line, he does
not give up—he tries another. Satan is a great
master of strategy, and ome of his favourite lines
is that of pushing things to extremes. Among the
Galatian believers, he had sought to push legalism
to an extreme. But now he is thwarted along that
line ; Paul wins the battle—there is no doubt abont
it. What is the enemy’s next line of attack? ‘ Very
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well then’, he says, ‘if you won’t have the law,
then don’t have any law ; discard all law. “ You
are no longer under law, yoy are under grace "—
you can do as you like! Just behave as you like ;
just carry on as you like; you must know no limita-
tions, no restrictions. Any kind of restriction is law
—repudiate it! Go to the other extreme—licence
instead of law!” 1 believe that, if Paul were alive
to-day, he would be just as vehement against this
as he was against the other: for here is a work of
Satan indeed. If Satan cannot bind by the law, and
change the whole nature of things in that way, he
will seek to dismiss all law and mnake us whally
lawless.

But remember, if this Letter to the Galatians
is the letter of the liberty of the Spirit, it is also
the letter of the government of the Spirit. We are
only free when we are governed. In George
Matheson’s well-known words, that we sometimes
sing:

‘*Make me a captive, Lord,
And then 1 shall be free”,

A paradox—but how true. We are not free when
we are giving way to licence, when we take liberty
that far. No: this Letter, and the Letters to the
Romans and to the Hebrews, are not documents
of lawlessness. Even if they do set aside the whole
of the Jewish system, they do not introduce a
régime of lawlessness. But they do most clearly
bring in the life and government of the Holy
Spirit. Remember -no child of God who is gov-
erned by the Holy Spirit, who is really living a
life in the Spirit, will infringe any Divine principle.
Indeed, a life governed by the Holy Spirit will be
the more meticulously carefu! about spiritual
principles.

NO CHANGE IN DIVINE PRINCIPLES

You see, the change is not in the law ; that is
where a great mistake has been made. Christ cruci-
fied does not alter the law ; Christ Himself does
not alter the law; the Holy Spirit does not alter
the law. The change is not in the law—the change
is th the man. Grace does not say that, because
you are not under the law, you may now murder,
and get away with it ; that you can steal now, you
are not under law ; you can commit adultery now,
you are not under law ; you can be covetous now,
you are not under law. Grace does not say that;
you are horrified at the suggestion.

But carry that right through to anything and
everything of Divine principle—and remember
that the Law of Moses is only the embodiment of
Divine principles. Now the Lord Jesus took up
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that and said: ‘ Moses said, Thou shalt not kiii;
I say to you that if you are angry with your bro-
ther, you are not less in danger of judgment * (Matt.
v. 21, 22). The Apostle Jobn goes further, and says
that if you hate your brother you are a murderer :
if you hate him, without taking any step to kill
him, you are already a murderer in your heart (1
John iii. 15). Take the words of the Lord Jesus
again: ‘ Moses said, Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery ; I say to you, you have only so much as
to look with evil intent, and you have broken
the commandment” (Matt. v, 27, 28), It is the
principle of the thing, you see. This is terribly
searching.

No, neither Christ, nor the Holy Spirit, nor the
Cross, changes the nature of the law, the prin-
ciple of the law—it is the man who is changed.
That is how the law becomes lifted from us, be-
cause we become changed people. The Spirit, who
keeps the law, has now entered into us, and if we
walk by the Spirit, in the Spirit, we do not fulfil
the lusts of the flesh (Gal. v. 16, 25). Tt is a quest-
ion of the changed person.

TO WALK BY THE SPIRIT IS TO KEEP
THE LAW

So grace does not say: ‘ You are not under the
law, therefore you need not observe the Sabbath.’
We have to recognise that the Sabbath is the
embodiment of a principfe: it is not a day—it is
a principle. It is a principle npon which God has
constituted the creation, in every realm, that there
must be a period of vest for sometiting new. In -all
nature there has to be a period of rest, in order to
prepare for something new. In our bodies there
has to be a period of rest in order that there may
be something new. In spiritual matters, in spirit-
ual service, there have to be periods of rest, during
which the Lord can speak and give us something

new—that is the principle of the Sabbath. But even
there, the Lord has very graciously made it poss-
ible for many to have a day a week still, in which
to let other things go, to keep it sacred for the
Lord, for spiritual renewal.

So, you see, it is the principle that matters, not
the outward form, Nothing changes the principle,
The principles of all Divine laws are abiding: they
are never abrogated, never set aside, never nulli-
fied—they still hold good. Jesus went behind the
code, and put His finger on the principle of every
part of it; and He said: You may not now be
governed and ruled by an outward system of
* Thou shalt’ and ‘ Thou shalt not ’; you are to be
ruled by the Holy Spirit who observes those things.
The Spirit is the Spirit of holiness: no one who
lives in the Spirit, therefore, will persistently,
habitually, do unholy things, be unholy. The Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of love: no one who lives in the
Spirit will have any other than the Spirit of love,
will fail to observe the laws of love, will violate
love., The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth: no
one wha lives in and by the Spirit will be untruth-
ful, in any sense—and untruthfulness covers not
only the saying of things that are not frue, but
everything in the life that is not absolutely true
and real and genuine and honest and transparent.
The man or the woman who lives in the Spirit will
be a man or a woman of truth, one who is real. The
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of wisdom, and those who
live in the Spirit will have a Divine wisdom gov-
erning their lives,

It is life in the Spirit, through the Cross, that is
here in view ; and it is the crucified man, the cru-
cified woman—or the assembly or the church-—
who walk and live in the Spirit to whom the Arm
of the Lord is revealed. Do we want to know the
power of God—God with us, God for us? Then it
must be like this—the Cross our ground, the Spirit
our life, walking and living as sons of God.

T. A-S.

“THESE MY BRETHREN ”’

“I will declare thy name unto my brethren : in
the midst of the congregation will I praise thee”
(Psalm xxii. 22).

“ A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is
born for adversity ' (Proverbs xvii. I7).

“ And the King shall answer and say unto them,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto
one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did
it unto me"” (Matthew xxv. 40).

“And Ananias departed, and entered into the
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house ; and laying his hands on him said, Brother
Saul . .." (Acts ix. 17).

“ For both he that sanctifieth and they that are
sanctified are all of one, for which cause he is not
ashamed to call them brethren’ (Hebrews ii. 11).

WE are both humbled and inspired to know that
the Lord Jesus is not ashamed to call us His
brethren. Often the words seem to come {o us as
a challenge: He is not ashamed of us, but are we
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ashamed of Him? By all means let us face up to
the challenge, but we must not allow the Accuser
to use it for our condemnation. Most of us are
truly not ashamed of the Lord. If it became a
matter of declaring our allegiance, we would not
hesitate, by His grace, to do so. If we were in
other lands where people said, ‘ My god is So-and-
So’, we would not hesitate to reply, * And my
God is the Lord Jesus *. In a land like ours it is not
always right or scemly for us to be treating the
matter in this way ; so, while we must not excuse
ourselves for cowardice, we must not accept a bur-
den of false condemnation because we do not
buttonhole everybody and make them listen to
what we have to say about the Lord. Nevertheless
our hearts should be filled with constant wondet
that He not only loves us but claims us as His
brethren.

But if we must avoid condemnation, we must
also beware of conceit. We are nothing to be proud
of! The Lord finds no grounds of satisfaction in us
that He should claim this kinship, and we would be
wrong indeed if we imagined that there was no-
thing in us of which to be ashamed. No, this de-
termination of His has nothing to do with our
merits. It is rather a declaration of His own faith-
fulness. HFle wants it to be understood that at all
costs He is going to be a Brother to us. He will not
repudiate us ; He will not cast us off ; He will not
let us down. He claims us as those who have been
given to Him by the Father.

REASONS FOR THE RELATIONSHIP

In this passage in Hebrews two reasons are given
us for this emphasis on spiritnal brotherhood. It
is due, firstly, to a common origin. “ For he who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all
one origin ” (R.8.V.). There is, of course, an em-
phasis on the essential humanity of the Lord Jesus ;
on the wonderful fact, too litue understood, that
the Eternal Son is now for ever Man, and, as such,
capable of being a veritable Brother to us men.
But the clear stress here is on the wonderful act
of grace whereby we have become “ partakers of
the divine nature ™ (IT Peter i. 4): we have been
brought into the family of God, and, by new birth,
have the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ as our
Father. This brotherhood is the result of a mighty
miracle. It is no human idea. It is not just a casual,
superficial matter of praying * Our Father’. It had
its birth in the heart of the Father, in the burning
eternal quest of God to realise His own fulness in
a family of sons. This is why the Lord Jesus is not
ashamed to call us brethren: it is for the Father’s
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sake, The whole idea takes us back to eternal
longings and counsels ; it is associated with that
which is infinitely precious. It takes us back to the
Cross, where the Eternal Son travailed that we
also might be born of God. This is no little side-
issue ; it goes deep to the very heart of redemption.

We not only have a common origin with Christ ;
we also have a common destiny. “In bringing
many sons unto glory ” (Heb. i1. 10). Although
there may be much cause for shame in us person-
ally, there is nothing to be ashamed about in the
objective to which we are moving ; for that is to
be the very reverse of shame—namely, glory.
When this end is finally realised, the Father Him-
self witl be proud.' He will be satisfied, and all the
universe will thrill with the glory of it. Shame is a
mean thing, and there is nothing mean about the
Divine goal of our salvation, which involves
miserable sinners being transformed into the true
likeness of God’s glorious Son.

Let us note that there are to be many sons.
There is always the danger that we, unlike our
Lord, will become ashamed of those who are our
brethren. When we begin to appreciate the maghi-
tude of God’s eternal purpose in His Son, and be-
come aware of the very high spiritual end in view,
we may find ourselves constantly reducing the
number of those who can reach that objective un-
til we make it an exceedingly exclusive circle. We
may even be in danger of giving the impression
that we think we are the only anes. This cannot
be correct, for the Word distinctly states that there
are “ many sons” of whom He is not ashamed.
Not that we must grow careless, or take too much
for granted: even a simple reading of this letter
makes it very clear that partnership with Cheist
has its conditions, and that none should presume
that all who are born again will automatically
realise the full purpose of their salvation. No, let
us heed the warnings. But at the same time, let us
yield to the inspiration of the upward calling. This
is a big purpose that we ure in: we must therefore
seek grace ourselves to be bigger people, and,
above all, to be more wholehearted in our com-
mittal to this great ¢ Brother * who is not ashamed
to associate our destiny with His own.

CHARACTERISTICS OF BROTHERHCOD

The reminder that He is * not ashamed to call
us brethren’ was given for a very practical pur-
pose. This was not intended for pretty sentiment,
but for the harsh realities of life. We are engaged
in a great Divine enterprise, full of difficulties, and
opposed by many enemies. How can we get
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through? The answer is that our Father has pro-
vided for us a great Helper, our Brother—and a
Brother who will never relinquish the sacred task
of seeing us through. So it may help us to consider
what benefits come to us by virtue of this Divine
* Brother .

A BROTHERHOOD OF SACRIFICE

* A prother is born for adversity ”. His love does
not hesitate to pay the price; if the brother is in
need, then he gladly sacrifices in order to bring
him help. One of our references is taken from
Psalm xxii, the first part of which describes in de-
tail the agonies of Calvary. The Lord Jesus could
have no message for His brethren—indeed there
could be no brethren——if He had not first laid
down His life in willing sacrifice. These suffer-
ings were not for His own advancement; they
would have had no meaning, they could not have
happened, if He had not undertaken to deliver us
from our sins. All this He endured for our sakes.
And then, immediately the pains were past, with
the tomb opened and the Lord brought out on to
resurrection ground, He confessed us as His bre-
thren. Psalm xxii changes in the middle, after
which the sufferings are finished, and the blessed
* afterwards* of glory is realised. The turning
point is found in this very verse, which speaks of
His ministry to His brethren. He now has a mes-
sage for His brethren, a testimony for His brethren,
a leadership of praise in the midst of His brethren
—all because He has paid the price of brother-
hood. There is always a costly price to be paid :
“a brother is born for adversity ”. Tt was with
these “ many sons ” in view that He first under-
took to bear the Cross ; it was doubtless the antici-
pation of the happy day of deliverance when He
would lead the praises of this host of brethren
which enabled Him to endure the bitter pain of
it all. He felt that it was worth it, The fruit of His
sufferings would be a holy band of brothers.

In some measure this should be true of us all.
There is a great sacrifice to be made if we enter
this realm—* we ought to lay down our lives for
the brethren ™ (I Johm {ii. 16). One of the wonders
of the New Testament is that it adopted Greek
words which had quite unworthy meanings, and
put pure worth into those very words. The un-
happy feature of our own day is that beautiful
words have been dragged down into the foulest
mire. We have to be careful how we use the word
‘“love’. Thank God, though, that * brotherly love’
still means something. It denotes a love which is
unselfish, which expects only to give and not to
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get ; which does not indulge in a lot of empty sen-
timent, but, in an honest, practical manner, cares
for the other simply because he is a brother—be-
cause both are sons of the same Father.

This seems to be one of the implications of the
Lord’s parable of the sheep and the goats. He takes
great account of our behaviour towards what de
calls *“ one of these my brethren, even these least ™.
The ‘least’ are not necessarily the smallest or
most insignificant—these may attract our natural
sympathies—but perbaps the ones who have leas:
interest to us or who are least likely to provide us
with any recompense. Although the deeds des-
cribed were not heroic ones, they nevertheless de-
manded something of a sacrificial spirit on Lhe
part of those who did them. What a surprise for
them to discover that the Lord treasured those
acts of “ brotherly love” as though done person-
ally to Himself. It may not be so difficult for us
to care for the Lord’s great servants, What is much
more rare, and to Him much more praiseworthy,
is the sacrificial service done without any thought
of recompense or reward to *“ these least ™. it is
a solemn thought that the way in which we treat
our brethren is in fact the way in which we rare
treating Him—their ‘ Brother ’.

No partiality is allowed in this sacrificial ex-
ercise of brotherly love. When Ananias went to
visit Saul of Tarsus, it was not because he desired
to have him as a brother ; indeed, he might quite
truly have confessed that this was one of the last
men in the world whom he would have chosen.
From his side, Saul also could truthfully have ac-
knowledged that his previous attitude towards
such as Ananias had been anything but brotherly.
See, then, what grace has done! The one lays the
hands of association and identification tipon the
other, and greets him as * Brother Saul™. To
Ananias it was clearly a costly action. He liule
knew that it would make his name honoured
among believers throughout the world as the first
one to acknowledge Saul as a brother. As cvents
developed, and Paul became a great spiritual
figure in the Church of his day, Ananias must have
been unspeakably grateful that he was given grace
to take this step. He had every reason uot to be
ashamed at calling Saul of Tarsus © brother’. But
at the time, it called for real sacrifice. Brothecli-
ness always does,

“ Behold, how good and how pleasant a thing it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity ” (Psaim
cxxxiii. 1). Indeed it is ; but it is also costly. That
“ precious ointment ” flowing down may speak of
the fragrance of Christ, but it also speaks of the
sufferings of the Cross. This is how brethren dwell
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together in unity ; this is the secret of their brother-
hood: they share the Spirit of the Crucified, and
lay down their lives, not only for the Lord. but for
one another. This brotherhood is a brotherhood of
sacrifice, in the fellowship of the One by whose
unique and supreme sacrifice it was brought into
being.

A BROTHERHOOD OF SYMPATHY

Christ is a Brother to us because He provides us
with a special depth of heart sympathy. Hebrews ii
has quite a deal to say on this very point, Sym-
pathy, of course, means more than suifering for
people; it means suffering with them. On the
Cross the Lord Jesus suffered for us, bearing pains
which we shall never know nor have to face. But
all His life was full of sufferings, the suiferings by
which He qualified to become a true ‘ Brother ,
by enduring all the trials and temptations which
we have to bear.

Job had three friends, but he had no brother.
The three doubtless tried to be helpful, but, in
actual fact, they had no sympathy for Job. They
reasoned, explained, argued and criticized, but they
did not and could not sympathize. They did not
know what God was doing, so it was foolish of
them to try to correct Job and load him with use-
less advice which was no help at all. Their wis-
dom would have consisted in quiet comradeship, in
the understanding look and the sympathetic gesture
which would assure him that he had spiritual sup-
port in his trial. They had no real sympathy for
him. How could they have, when they had never
endured the kind of trial which he was experienc-
ing? Poor Job badly needed a brother to stand
by him and help him through.

We, too, need such a brother, and in Christ we
have Him. He can sympathize, hecause He has
passed through all the problems and difficulties
which we have to face. Unlike Job’s friends, He
does know what ithe Father is doing with vs, and
why the enemy is allowed to try us. He knows, but
often He does not explain, It is not the time for
explanations, but for brotherly comradeship, the
time for kindly support from the ‘ Brother’ who
has been through the sanctifying process Himself,
learning obedience by the things which He suffered,
and who will lend a hand to see us through. He is
ever near to keep us steady while the fires and
fioods of affliction are doing their sanctifying work.
“ When thon passest through the waters, I will be
with thee ” (Isaiah xliii. 2). He does not despisc us.
His love is more than condescending pity. He is a
true Brother to us, and will not despair of us, nor
disown us.
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What a need there is among the saints for such
a ministry of brotherly sympathy! Too often we
trecat one another with the supercilious criticism
which Job got from his friends. Like them, we are
far too lavish with our advice, far too ready to con-
demn: we are prone, like them, to adulterate
Divine truth with harsh or malicious judgments of
our own, The suffering people of God neced bro-
therly comfort. In some cases—though not always
—they may have brought trouble on themselves.
In other cases, like Job, they may not have done
this, and yet they betray an undisciplined spirit
which certainly needs the refining fires. Sometimes
their trials are direct Satanic assaults. But in any
case, it is not so much advice that they need as
brotherly sympathy. Qur counsels may do more
harm than good. Our prayerful strength will be a
truly Christlike contribution to the work of bring-
ing them to glory. The Church should be a bro-
therhood of sympathy.

A BROTHERHOOD OF STRENGTH

The third feature of Christ’s brotherly aid is its
strength. Sympathy, but sympathy with strength.
In natural relationships we do not expect a brother
to be soft or sentimental. Other people’s love may
be of this kind, but not a brother’s. His love is dif-
ferent, perhaps a bit more robust or even tough.
but nevertheless thoroughly reliable. We must not
expect the help given by the Lord Jesus to His
brethren to be mere soothing of our feelings or
easing of our way. His work is the work of sancti-
fying ; His great aim, the production in us of the
true family likeness. He is determined to make us
His brethren, not just in nominal or legal relation-
ship, but in conformity to His own image.

He will not lower the Divine standard. This
would be a false love and a treacherous sym-
pathy. As our ‘ Brother * He will be strong to in-
sist that we go right through with the costly
experience of doing the Father’s will. Sometimes
His very strength may to us seem harsh, We would
rather He accepted some lesser standard, some
cheaper way. In His case, the Father’s love did not
spare Him ; it could not, for the issues at stake
were too important. And now, with the outworking
of those very same issues in our own lives, we
must not expect that His love will spare us. This
Brother gives His aid, not that we may seek to he
spared, but that we may endure.

We shall not truly help our brothers in Christ
if we lower the standard, and content ourselves
with something less than the full will of God. That
is not the sympathy which our feliow-believers
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need—the false love which is only concerned with
making things smooth and easy. To be a true
* Brother ” to us, our Lord Jesus first took the path
of absolute obedience Himself. “ For their sakes ”,
He said, “ For their sakes I sanctify myself ; that
they also may be sanctified ” (John xvii. 19). Our
experiences are not ours alone, but have a meaning
for our brethren. Qur testimony matters. It matters
far more than we think. If we realise this, we shall
seek grace, not to be crying ont to the Father to
spare us, but to have our eyes on the will of God
in the midst of all our suffering, aware that we are
called to be a support and an inspiration to our
brethren when they too pass this way. For our
sakes, as well as for His own, the Lord Jesus darc
not be weak. He must be strong to do the will of
the Father, and so he a cause of strength to His
needy brethren.

He is a partner to us in our great enterprise of
faith, The following verse reads thus in the Cony-
beare and Howson version: “ And again, I will put
my trust in him, even I and the children which God
has given nie * (Heb. ii. 13). This is all in keeping
with the stress on His brotherly aid. He certainly
showed a perfect personal faith in the Father, Here,
though, He draws us into this faith of His, partner-
ing us in it, and inspiring us to share His absolute

confidence in the Father. This brotherhood is a
brotherhood of faith—His faith—and with Him
we can go through together, trusting only and
always in God.

This conception of the life of faith lifts us right
out of ourselves. kIt reminds us that in a4 small way
we, too, are called upon to be partners in faith to
our brethren, to strengthen them and encourage
them, so that we may trust God together, and trust
Him right through to the end. In Hebrews xii great
emphasis is laid on this need for faith while we
are enduring the chastening which comes to sons :
for this we must keep our eyes on the Lord Jesus,
betieving that He will see us through to the great
Divine end of partaking of God’s holiness, But this
is no mere personal matter. “ Wherefore lift up the
hands that hang down .. .” (Heb. xii. 12). As we
learn to trust, we are to bring strength to our
weaker brethren. The Father is seeking to bring
many sens to glory. For this purpose He has pro-
vided the strengthening help of our great * Bro-
ther’, who has become a partoer of our faith. Let
us thank God for Him. But let us also, in our turn,
seck grace to be brothers, to sec one another
through to the glorious end in view. In the last
analysis, this brotherhood is a brotherhood of
faith.

H.F.

“BECAUSE HE SAW HIS GLORY”

IIE.

Reading : Isaigh vi. 1 -5 John xii. 41 ; Isaiah vi.
6-14.
“ These things said Isaiah, because he saw his
glory ; and he spake of him.”
John was referring to the Lord Jesus—Jehovah of
Hosts!

'WE have seen that what took place at the time
of Isaiah’s vision was related to the entirely new
order of things into which we have come. It was
the end of an earth-centred systém, the end of the
earthly seat of Divine government and priesthood ;
and the introduction of the heavenly and the true,
the abiding, the eternal. It was not only a vision
of the pre-incarnate glory of the Lord Jesus, but it
was a prophetic forecast of the new order, the new
economy—what we call the new dispensation. He,
our Lord, would be exalted far above all rule and
authority: the seat and centre of government
would be—as it now is—in Heaven with Him ; the
priesthood is continued by Him ; the house is now
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a heavenly house. That came in, in its beginnings,
with this vision.

We have spoken of the tremendous things that
happened in that eighth century before Christ. Now
we are in the time of that vision’s real fulfilment.
That vision is, or should be, the vision of the
Church, the people of God, now ; and in the light
of that vision the Church ought to be fulfilling its
ministry, as did Isaiah. Because Isaiah, as we have
pointed out and stressed, is not just a héstoric figure
or a representative of a certain period in this
world’s history : he is a representation and embodi-
ment of a permanent, Divine function, in relation
to bringing the people of God to God’s thought
and fulness in Christ. And that function is as much
here now as it was in the days of Isaiah: the func-
tion of the prophetic ministry remains. There may
not be a people whom we to-day call * prophets’,
in the Old Testament sense, but the function of the
Holy Spirit is being carried on in this dispensation :
the function that seeks all the time to keep in view
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sense of sin. The nearer you get to God, the more
acute becomes this consciousness. And if He draws
near, if the Lord comes into any place or any hife,
this is the thing that happens.

Now look! “ This One’, said John, ® this One
whom Isaiah saw, sitting on a throne, high and
lifted up—this One was the Lord Jesus ; and He
came down from that throne. This One, this same
One, is “ Holy, holy, holy ™ ; it is this very One.’
Oh, is it not overwhelming that the One about
whom the seraphim were crying * Holy, holy, holy,
is the Lord of Hosts —that that One was Jesus!
But if He left His throne in glory, if He has come
oul of Heaven to this world, He has not left be-
hind His holiness. Look! He is here, and His very
presence has the effect ol creating a spontaneous
outburst. His enemies—they cannot remnin quies-
cent ; the evil powers— they cannot remain silent ;
sinners—they come to His feet. His presence, with-
out His saying anything, means that men begin to
make confessions, Sincere, honest people begin to
seek Him, Sinners, stricken with the consciousness
of sin, say: ‘Depart from me—1 am a sinfu] man,
O Lord!” The evil people cannot bear this
presence; they cannot endure the presence of His
holiness. The presence of God is like that!

Look again! Here is Saul of Tarsus, the Phari-
see: ‘as concerning the righteousness which is of
the law, found blameless’ (Phil. iii. 6). That, he
tells us, was the verdict of his contemporaries. Not
much room for consciousness of sin there, is there?
On his way (0 Damascus he meets Jesus Christ .
he sees the Lord high and lifted up. What does he
say? The erstwhile self-congratulating, righteous
Pharisee writes to Timothy: *. . . sinners ; of whom
I am chief * (I Tim. i, 15). He has seen the Lord.
and that is the effect.

Job, all through those long chapters of the book
which goes by his name, is trying to justify himself,
and his friends are saying so: ‘Job is all the time
trying to justify himself—to put himself right with
God and man.’ It is a long and terrible story, until
the Lord meets him. When his friends at last are
silent, the Lord comes in and says: “ Who is this
that darkeneth counsel by words without know-
ledge? Gird up now thy loins like a2 man:. . . de-
clare thou unto me. Where wast thou when I laid
the foundations of the earth? .. .” (xxxwit. 2 - 4).
And so on, He meets the Lord. What is the end?
“I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear .
but now mine eye secth thee, wherefore 1 abhor
myself, and repent in dnst and ashes ” (xhi. 5, 6).
He has seen the Lord, he has met the Lord, he has
been in the presence of the Lord.

62

We have quoted Peter. Peter was a very self-
assured, self-confident sort of fellow. But one day,
in the presence of the Lord Jesus, something of
that majesty broke in upon him, and he cried :
* Depart from me ; for T am a sinful man, O Lord
(Luke v. 8), It is just that; it is a real test. A life
that is really in touch with God can have no pride,
no conceit, no arrogance, no self-complacency ; it
cannot be hard and cruel toward people who are
faulty and failing ; it knows its own heart too well.
That is essential in a ministry that is going to lead
to spiritual fulness.

A simple little story is told of a girl who started
a little class amongst slum children, poor litile be-
grimed girls, ragged and dirty, who never knew
much abont soap and water. She gathered them to-
gether, and wondered how she could give them
some sense of another kind of life. And so she
bronght along a beautiful, white lily; a large,
white, perfect lily, They gathered round ; she didn’t
say anything ; she held it up in front of them : then
she passed it round. * Would you like to feel it?
Would you like to look into it?” A grimy little girl,
in all her mess and tatters, reached out a grubby
hand to touch the lily ; and as it got nearer the
flower, she suddenly saw herself. She saw the con-
trast between the hand and the lily, and drew back.
She rushed out of the meeting, ran home, sought
out all the soap that she could find, washed herself,
pui on some cleaner clothes, did her hair, and came
back. And not a word spoken!

That is only a very simple illustration. Bul a
little touch with the real thing, a real touch with
the Lord, should shock us, should really show us
ourselves, The background and basis of any real
spiritual value to the Lord is a sense of His holiness
and the contrast between Him and ourselves. It
must begin there ; there can be no rushing in.

For T must remind you that Uzziah forced his
way into the Holy Place, and took up the censer
to offer incense unlawfully. Something that had no
right to do so pressed into the presence of God,
and God smote it. And the leprosy which broke
oul upon his countenance was only a symbol of
what was in his heart. When Isaiah cried: “1 am
a man of unclean lips ”, do not forget that he had
seen Uzziah, and had heard the leper calling: “ Un-
clean, unclean!” For it was a part of the law that
all lepers must do that, to let everyone know ; he
had to pronounce his own uncleanness. It was that
to which Isaiah was referring: “1 am a man of
un:lean lips ‘1 am really no better than Uz-
ziah: I am a leper.

".l;hat is the first phase: * Woe! Woe! Woe is
me!’
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aerrible thing! It is the explanation of Israels
oom.
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the hardening of many people. That is not pleasant
ministry! 1t is going to create a good many ene-
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have taken the place of others, sometimes for duty,
like Clifton James, and sometimes just for love.
And in some cases they have not escaped as he did,
but have sacrificed their lives for the one whose
place they took, The greatest story of substitution,
though, is the Gospel story of how the Saviour died
for sinners. He took our place, though He knew
very well that in doing so He would have to lay
down His life for us.

It was an honour for a mere Pay Corps Lieuten-
ant to take the place of the greatest British General.
It was only humbling and shame for the Son of

God to take the place of us sinners. Lt. James
suffered many fears, but nothing worse, and in the
end he came home safely, without having come to
any harm. How different it was in the case of the
Lord Jesus! He was not spared, but went through
all the sufferings of the Cross for our sakes. Now
we can have eternal life because He took our place.

‘ Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood ;
Sealed my pardon with His blood:
Hallelzjah! What a Saviour!’

H.F.

WHAT GOD REGARDS AS OF SUPREME VALUE

IN the Foreword to their book The Making of a
Pioneer Mildred Cable and Francesca French have
this: -

“Certain characteristics are common to all
pioneers, and some of these characteristics are
pleasant while others are unpleasant.

‘ They are not an easy-going class of people and
are subject to an inarticulate urge, the impact of a
driving-force pushing them forward to further
effort and carrying them into what other men call
“ impossible situations ™.

There is a sense in which only a comparatively
few are God-appointed pioneers, and therefore it
is true of them, as of all pioneers, that theirs is a
lonely way.

But there is another sense in which every Christ-
ian is a pioneer. It is not long after we begin in the
Way that we come to feel as thotigh no one has
ever been this way before, and we ate baving to
learn everything from the beginniog and for owr-
selves. In the deepest depths of our hearts we feel
that no one really knows and therefore no one can
really help. :

This is the innermost reality of the life with God.
Iy is true in a much greater way of the greates
pioneers of the Kingdom. It is true of every ven-
turer on the way of the heavenly calling. But
whether it be pioneers such as a Paul, a Luther,
a Livingstone, a Hudson Taylor, an A. B. Simpson,
in their respective specific vocations ; or whether it
be all the ‘rank and file’ for whom-—in Christ—
“ all things have become new ” and we Start with
only the axe, pick and spade of the Word of God,
faith in God, and the urge of God, there is one thing
manifestly common to all. To recognise and grasp
this one thing is to stand possessed of one of the
most vital factors in endurance and attainment. It
is this: under the hand of God there is always

maintained the balance of inward education or
knowledge with any outward achievement. The real
value of any true pioncer is not that he, by sheer
force of will, got somewhere ; but that at every
stage and in every phase he gathered knowledge,
by which knowledge he leammed the very laws of
life, of survival, of salvation ; of effectiveness, con-
servation, and wisdom. He was not merely a doer,
he was a learner in his doing, and a doer by his
learning.

If we take the names mentioned above, this is
perfectly pateat. Paul, Simpson, Taylor, were doers,
but their whole course was one of spiritnal learn-
ing. God held them very rigidly to this. There were
times when they could go no further, do no more,
unless they had some new and fresh knowledge of
the Lord. That knowledge resulted in a new phase
of practical progress. It is of great educative value
to see in such lives how each step in the work was
the result of some new spiritual lesson learned in
an inner walk with God.

If we try just to imitate the outward aspects and
copy the resultant framework of such work, with-
out the same inward history, we are in danger of
being saddled with a corpse without life ; a machine
without power ; a body without personality. All the
reproductive works of God begin with an jnward
organic life, not with an outward form. Jesus has
once and for all defined the law of that life in
saying: “ This is life eterpal, that they may know
thee . . . and him whom thou didst send . The law
of life is spiritoal knowledge of God, and there is
really no other true knowledge of God.

It is not true knowledge to have all the informa-
tion about God that can be obtained by hearing,
reading or studying, however much application
there may have been, and for however many years
it may have gone on. There are all too many who
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

PRAYING IS WORKING

" Much prevailing strengtho has the supplication
of a righteous man in its workiag.”
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

seems to have come in for realisation, since the
Cross has cleared the way.

That, then, is the first thing in the mental picture
that I am asking you to draw: the Cross, as God’s
n;eans for securing the foundation for everything
else.

1 CORINTHIANS

Now, from that Cross you draw radiating lines.
The first line reaches to the First Letter to the
Corinthians. Here the Cross is applied—not now
to conditions in the world, not to those outside of
Christ—but to conditions amongst believers that
do not tally with the Cross. The Apostle brings the
meaning of the Cross to bear upon the natural
man, the carnal man, and all his works, upon all
that has resulted from his presence amongst the
Lord’s people—the divisions, and alt the rest of
that horrible situation in the Church that is des-
cribed in the First Letter. He says : ‘When I came
to you, [ determined to know nothing among you
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified * (I Cor. i1. 1,
2). So the first *radiation’ from Romans is to all
conditions inside the church that are not in agree-
ment with the meaning of the Cross. God cannot
get on with building until those things are dealt
with.

We find the Apostle telling the Corinthians in
that First Letter that the foundation is already
laid: *71 laid the foundation, as a wise master-
builder, and others build thereon ; but let every
man take heed what he builds thereon’ (I Cor.
iii. 10). The things that we find in that letter, as
we have pointed out, are the things lo which God
says: ‘ No, you must not put those on My founda-
tion. My foundation is worthy of something better
than that. We cannot have those things in our
clearing—they will only clutter everything up once
more and make it necessary for us to go through
the whole buisiness of consuming all over again.
Because every man’s work which is not according
to the Cross is going up in flantes and smoke—
there will be nothing left.

That, then, is the first outreach of the Cross as
from Romans, to touch conditions amongst the
Lord’s people which are not in accordance with
what God means by the Cross. God says * No’ to
all that. * T am not going to use that on My founda-
tion ; T am not going to build with that. You get
rid of that, and then we will get on with the build-
ing.” As we saw in a previous chapter, those things
were dealt with by the Corinthians themselves. The
fire did burn among them—the fire of repentance,
the fire of self-judgment, the fire of clearing, the
fire of brokenness of heart (II Cor, vii. 11). Some-

74

thing happened, and they dealt with those things.

H CORINTHIANS

The second radiating line leads to the Second
Letter to the Corinthians. Here you have the great
restoration of testimiony in the church in Corinth-—
in the location, in the city and in the world. The
testimony that had been marred and spoiled can
now be recovered. When God finds that state of
heart, that state of spirit—broken, humble, con-
trite, very low before Him, °trembling at His
word ’ (Is. Ixvi. 2}—He can get on with things in
relation to testimony in the world. That is, He can
now build. When He has that, then things begin to
happen outwardly—it does not require a great
effort. they just do happen—because here is the
expression of the mighty dynamic power of God
in the midst.

The Apostle says in that letter: “ It is God, that
said, Light shall shine out of darkness” (or, ‘ Let
light be’, in the first creation), * who shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ ™ (11 Cor.
iv. 6). A few verses previously he says: “ We . . .
beholding . . . the glory of the Lord, are trans-
formed into the same image from glory to glory ™
(iii. 18). That is the testimony: when things in-
wardly have been dealt with, the outshining is
quite spontaneous. It is just the result of a deep,
very quiet work of God. When God spoke into the
first chaos His fiat: ° Let light be!”, 1 do not think
that there was a very great noise about it. There
never needs to be a great noise when God pws
forth His power. There is the ‘hiding of His
power’, to use Habakkuk's phrase (Hab. iii. 4).
But that is not the minimising of His power, God
only needs to speak, and immense things can hap-
pen. He only said: “Let light be!’—but look at the
force and power of light in this creation. How ter-
rific is the light!—and just from a word. It is
symbolic. :

But here at Corinth, the light shines out when
God has right conditions ; and that is how it will
be. There need not be the great noise of publicity,
of advertisement, of organization, of tremendous
excitement and feverish activity. If the testimony
is there, people will know it, people will feel jt. If
the conditions are right, something will happen.
And if there is nothing happening, then we had
better look to our conditions.

GALATIANS

The third line radiating from the Cross, as we
saw in dor last chapter, takes us to the Lettet to
the Galatians, where we are shown the resultant

e bttt v 4 1 e
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY
HUMAN DISINTEGRATION

When sin came in through Adam, a great pro-
cess of disintegration commenced. First of all, it
began in the man himself: the man was no longer
a single entity, he was a divided personality. And
every child and son of Adam js a divided person-
ality ; there is civil war in his very nature, in his
very constitution. He is a divided man, a man who
is in conflict within himself. Is not that true of all
of us? We know enough about ourselves to know
-that there is nothing in our matures, our make-up,
our constitution, that speaks of complete harmony.
There is war within us—war in our make-up ; war
in our temperament ; war in our whole constitu-
tion. We are broken ; we are divided ; we are dis-
.integrated. That happened in the man himself,

And then. it happened between the first two-—
the only two—the man and his wife, You can dis-
cern the elements of disintegration and disruption
between them : the man starts blaming the woman,
and that is the beginning of a domestic schism.
There had been a wonderful unity and harmony ;
they were “one flesh”, it says (Gen. ii. 24); but now
-—something has come in, and they are no longer
like that. When they were driven out of the garden,
they were no doubt blaming each other, saying,
* This is all your fault!” We are familiar with that
sort of thing—recriminations and so on. Division
has come between them ; there is a strain in life.

And then what of the family which came
through them? Here you have Cain and Abel, the
first children, involved in sehism,. division, disin-
tegration, even to the point of murder. And out
from the family, the thing spread to the race, until
there ensued the great scattering, the dividing up
of the race into its many. many parts, with all its
diversity of languages, as we have it to~-day. The
whole race is broken to pieces, in a condition of
utter disharmony. You pursue that through, and,
before you are out of the Old Testament, you find
the whole race divided into two irreconcilable sec-
tions, Jew and Gentile, hating each other with
bitter hatred. The Jew will have nothing to do with
the Gentile, calls the Gentiles °dogs —anclean
things—and wili have nothing to do with them.
And the Gentile nations react against the Jews, as
we know they have done all dong und continue to
do to-day. The present state of the human race is
one of brokenness, scatteredness, discord and
hatred, quarrels and strife and conflict and war.
From centre to circumference it is all in pieces,
and all the pieces are against one another, There
is no harmony. no unity and no integration in the
human race.

GOD'S SECRET

But God had a secret. He knew all about that ,
He knew what would happen; He knew what
would come ; and He devised His own way of
meeting it. He had a secret in His own heart as to
how He would solve this terrible problem. This
secret is what Paul, in this and other letters, calls
‘ the mystery ". How would God do it? He would
*sum up’, He would * gather together all things in
Christ’. He would make His Son the integrating
Centre and Sphere of a new creation, in which all
these diversities and conflicts would never again
be found. That is the sum of this Letter to the
Ephesians—to °gather together all things in
Christ ”, I say. surely that is something to send a
thrill through us, however often we may have
heard it before.

And so, in that connection, three things come
into view. . .

First of all, the Cross of Christ. You notice here
that Paul says: ‘ the enmity was slain’ (ii. 16). We
have many conceptions and teachings on the
Cross, bat here is one wonderful thing, that in the
Cross this enmity was taken hold of and destroyed.
Where there is a true work of the Cross in any of
us, that kind of national, or international, or
personal, or social, or even Christian division
ceases. The Cross is the instrument for dealing
with all that—and it will deal with it. i the Cross
really gets down to the depths of our being, the
whole situation, both in ourselves and between
ourselves and others, will change. The Cross does
something, so that we no longer meet one another
on natural ground at all. We meet one another on
heavenly ground, on spiritual ground. on the
ground of Christ.

Secondly, Christ Himself is the focal centre and
sphere of that. We meet °in Christ -—that is the
great word: “to sum up all things in Christ”.
Notice how often that little phrase ‘in Christ®
occurs: everything is ‘in Christ *. He is the centre
and sphere of this wonderful new integration. * In
one Spirit”, says the Apostle, “ were we all bap-
tized into ope body ” (I Cor. xii. 13).

Thirdly, as clearly emerpes from this letter,
the Church is the vessel of all this. God's secret
was not only that His Son would he the focal
centre, but that the Church should be the vessel
in which this unity should be displaved. What
a tragedy that it is not more so! And yet, as
1 have said, where you get a true expression
of the Church, this is what you find—that
these disintegrating things are oufside and the
mighty integration of Divine love is within.
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can be traced to a failure to allow the Cross to do
its work in some direction or other. That is the
inclusive, and the .only, explanation. If the Cross
reallY does Its work, this integration will spontan-
eously result.

The way of unity is not the way of pairhiig
things up from the outside—the way of unity s
the work of the Cross in the life. When the Chunch
really allows the Cross to get to work in its weny
constitution, the problem of division is solved. Andl
if there is spifitual poverty, if thefe is scareity, if
there is limitation in our spiritual resowicss, and
we are not knowing this fuliaess, it is for the same
teason. If the Cross works, you find that the
measure inereases, guite sp@ﬂtaﬂe@usl% it always
dees §6, When yeu get things eut of the way that
are esntrary e Cakist.
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His purpose in our case a3 He did in Daniel’s.
We fiind that he came through wholly and solkelly
om spiritual grounds. His own wisdom, his
authority, his influence among men, his experience,
his friends—all these counwed for nothing. As he
was hurried away and thrown into the den,
must have been a picture of compler Ihaplmm
There was nothing he could say, and nothing he
could do, He did fiot try to wrestle with the lions ;
it would have been useless if ke had. In a spifitual
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strength is of any use. For all hi% %pa
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purposes of God. Whatever eise happened, the
Lord would go marching trivmphantly on to His
goal. With this conviction, and his windows opened
in this direction, Daniel could afford to ignore his
encmies, and to treat all the decrees of men with
dignified comtempt. “ And when Danie! knew that
the writing was signed, he . . . prayed. and gave
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.”

The little calamities of the present time are con-
temptible in the light of the certain glories that are
to be. We are meant to be people of cternity ; we
are called to view all present problems and diffi-
culties in their larger setting. It may be true that
we, like Daniel, seem to be involved in disaster,
that for us the writing is signed which makes our
own future quite hopeless. Our vision is not a
personal one, nor is our ministry personal, so we
must never allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by
what is only personal. In Christ we have become
closely associated with God’s eternal purpose for
the greatness of His San. This is the largeness that
will lift us out of our own natural pettiness. -

Daniel saw far beyond his own surroundings.
He had gone to his house and entered his own
chamber. It may well have been a large room, as
rooms go, but in any case it was bounded by the
four walls of what was essentially his. He did not
look at the things around him, but away through
the open windows towards the cily of his God.
How important it was at that critical moment that
he should not lock around to what was merely
local, to the unpromising circumstances in which
he himself was found, but should keep well in
view the Divine prospect of the God-filled glory
of Jerusalem. Only the eye of faith could see that
city then, but Daniel had the eye of faith. Surely
it was this vision that kept him steadfast.

There is a sense in which men who are under
great pressure to capitulate or compromise can
only resist the temptation by remembering that
their ‘cause’ is much greater than themselves.
They are kept true by the realisation that, provided
they do not despair, the cause with which they are
associated will ultimately triumph in spite of any-
thing which may happen to them. How much more
1s this the case with those whose * cause ” is spirit-
ual! Had Daniel’s main preoccupation been about
his .own survival he could not have behaved as he
did. If 'he had been thinking chiefly of how he
himself could be preserved, he would probably
have made terms with his enemies or in some way
capitulated. To him, however, the vision was so
great that his biggest concern was, not as 1o
whether he could survive, but as to whether he
could remain faithful. He felt that he had to be

faithful because of the very importance and vast-
ness of the issue. )

This constraint to be faithful was noticeable in
every part of Daniel’s life. 1t was true, not only in
the prayer chamber when he was on his knees,
but also in every feature of his ordinary daily life,
that *“he was faithful” (v. 4). There can be
nothing mean or insignificant in the life of a man
who finds himself associated with a great Divine
purpose: he realises that this. association demands
a very high standard in every aspect of his daily
life. Few of us can be placed in such difficudt cir-
cumstances as Daniel was in Babylon. And very
few indeed have kept as faithful as he did in the
many tests and temptations which came his way.
Perhaps it was because he had so learned faithful-
ness in the smaller matters that he triumphed so
completcly in this supreme testing.

If Daniel had considered it most important that
he himself should survive, it would kave been very
simple for him to have refrained eithetr from pray-
ing, or from kneeling to do so, or from leaving
the windows open for all to see. After all. he was
no slave in Babylon, but a man of great tmport-
ance. He was no enemy of Darius, but his good
friend. Had he wished he could have kept his
personal safety, and no doubt he could think of
many very good reasons why he should try to do
so. But then what would happen to Jerusalem?
Whai would happen to the purposes of God for
His people? To Daniel it was the vision that
mattered, not his own personal good. And in this
very way he found his own deliverance. The man
who remains true to the God-given vision can
afford to leave the question of his own fate in the
hands of the Giver of that vision.

This, then, is the challenge which comes to so
many of us, the call to be faithful to the vision.
Daniel reminds us of how important it is that one
man should remain steadfast to the Lord. None
of us knows how much of great Divine purposes
may be served by our simple faithfulness. In a
sense we do not matter at all. It is not important
for us to avoid the den of lions, to be saved from
difficulties, to justify ourselves or fight for cur own
position. But in another sense it matters supremely
that we should be true to the Lord. In order that
we may do so, we need to keep in view the large-
ness of the vision.

THE GREATNESS OF HIS GOD

To Daniel God was greater than all. It was as
simple as that. He had many visions, concerned
with all sorts of people, places and events, but he
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had one transcendent visiom, amdl. thett was the
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flor lkessar ar | maatters, tihat weeazte cdliel
iinto dive sypritil tatike. @i thee diaxil magy eveen
e uss thwisy witth ssonee siitle iissssswitiith weellkies,
goad timgs i thansdhes, , Buttdiveessinnrs
firom dine prildile cne. “Iﬂhemc;ﬁftmewmree—
fluses o tae diveeteeld. LLikee IMatiid], Hee goees ddeie:-
miinatly en.
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A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMIONY

the “ head of gold ™ surmmountimg) zlll the Gentiile
ki ; and now flar a vany llong tine tre Hadl
had his place at the heart off it terrifying waorld
authority. He knew alll about the dismess off am
absolute despot and about the “ lkew off the Miatss
and Persians, which altereth mait™ (ww. 8, 112). Addd
when he had considered it @lll, Ine wes moone tivam
more. than a match fior it alll, that dhere is more
power im the simyile prayer of faith dinan im dine
greatest ire that this world can ever prodiuce.
He had learned his lesson. To Hiim ikt weas mo mrare
theory, as, alas, it offten is to ws Hie lned proved
it i the past and he was coniant to o an proviing
it 1t was a special occasion, but e sowght fiar mo  wat

ial remedy. He just weart on prayiing © @ he

ld aforetime .
When a man ¥ m SomRinNg Off seigmic  mam
origin, he is f@r@@@w © prayer: o only Ged

can deal with the gieat enemy. It i Sigrifiveanittet
the signed deoree was based| om 2 li. Deniiss puit
his sigmature to it m of delieraie untruth,
Those wino brougiit it to Iniom imsisied] dhef ift e
been agreed al “all the presidents of e
kingdom ... " | . Damird| was aft least eqjall to
his fellow presi ents, and he had hed 1o pratt im
it. Had Darius known the truth it it cotaim thatt
he would never have agreed to pass te law.
Wherever there is @ lie, Satian iis moft far awey. Andd
when we get involved im Inis atiivitites we dio welll
to stand back fior 2 momsrt, to considiar the winolie
thing, and to diecide—as apparently Deariid| diidi—
that only Godl can dezl wiith this siustion. Of
course we may need to stziz the truth or poiivit outt
the lie, but how often Gadls sarvants lnave omiy
got themselves into greater diifficulties ty tryimg to
grapple with somsthing that wes too much for
them, too strong or too suiile, wiwn dhe very Thay
presence of a Jie im the sitiusiton coulld leve afy
wattied them that this needed mott caninel ot spiiid-
ual weapons. This is nof @ mmatter off opimion ar
judgment—we alll imake mistakes—but off 2m win-
truth im the realim of facis. Wit dlo we tand to
do when we meet such a lie? Usully we weart o
fight it, to argue about it, 1o try to deall widh itt by

our owdn actions. Wined diidl Damﬁldb” He weart
stfaight back to Gedl, got o ks kiness andl faund
a place of spiritual ity @wear itl. Hie diedlt witth
it all im the place off prayer.
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widll Hepwee Hasan ane off gyeedt i iwaandd resst. Adaddtthiss
mett baecausse He Hadl adlzout Hiinssédf, bt
sscaisse e Hatl disvatel Himmsdlf tto thee ILorddss
iinterests antl il tHawdtore w@ftadl tto ldeane Hiss
own meells in the LLardks Haantis. Hie didd maot preay
m@@m i Hielm{mgag
WS AN HROmaaY).
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imsenl TEfonilly weewsulitl ddotHee saanae !
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ibion. A\ man ifs 0 prepiet uibsss e its fitsét 2

e off prayesr—-". ... ieifsaapsaaitedt anstiticestiad|l
ey fror these . isggxxﬁ) Baugtthiadt wess
anily tiee bmmnng musst nadt thinkk thadt resedda-
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g toitowss eand]. ' Ssp thhiss [Damicd | prosgpeet] . ... (v.
28). So—Hyy gty thimawgdh, wmmanveek] aart] undiss-
mgyet] Hyy pibaks andl tHeets—tthis [Ddandd] pross-
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PRIESTHOOQD

Reading : Malachi iii. 1 -4, ii. 1, 2, 4- 7 ; Revela-
tioni. 20,ii. 1, 2 ; Exodus xxix. 1 — 4.

THIS last passage in Exodus is followed by the
very full instructions regarding the consecration of
the priests and their identification with the altar in
all i1ts many aspects, the great burnt offering, and
the sin offering, and the trespass offering, and the
meal offering. With every one of them the priest
had to be identified. He was well and truly com-
mitted to the utter meaning of the altar.

Exodus xxix. 35 - 37, 44 s xxxil.f~-6

This passage in Exodus xxix refers to the typical
or ritual consecration of the priests, their complete
and utter giving to God to serve Him without any
reserve. They are a nucleus of the people of God,
wholly separated unto Him. But the strange thing
is that very soon it was Aaron himself who trans-
gressed and broke the meaning of his consecration.
It was he who led the people astray. It is only
two or three chapters later-—indeed that great con-
secration may just have taken place—and we find
him making a golden calf; and the people cry,
* Behold thy geds, O Israel!” So we see the need of
consecration being practical, do we not? Not just
a visiopary committal of some kind, but coming
right down to issues that have to be dealt with,

Exodus xxxii. 29- 32 ;
Daniel ix. 3-5, 8- 10, 20, 21

A MESSAGE AND A MESSENGER

We are probably all conscious of ocur urgent
need of continually receiving messages from the
Lord. What 1s the Lord saying? For if we do not
know what He is saying, where are we? We need
His message. It is remarkable that this book of
Malachi, the very last book of the Old Testament,
speaks of the Messenger, and indeed, as you pro-
bably know, that is the very meaning of the name
Malachi. We do not know whether there really
was a man called Malachi, or whether he was just
an unknown ‘messenger’ who came from the
Lord, But he came with a message at an end-time,
as the history of God’s people is culminating ; he
came with a message from heaven.

We do well to mark the very first note of it, in
verse 2 of chapter i. “ ¥ have loved you, saith the

Lord.” We need to give a big place to that, that the -
83

Lord is toward His people. Whatever He says of
rebuke and correction, it is with love in His heart.
Some of the messages seem hard messages, but
the hardness is necessary in order to deal with
things that must be dealt with. Yet, withal, “ I have
loved you, saith the Lord.”

And then Malachi is not only himself a mes-
senger, but he comes with a word from God.
“ Behold, 1 send my messenger . . . the messenger
of the covenant, whom ye delight in . . .™ (iil. 1).
And when it speaks of the priests, it says: “ for he
is the messenger of the Lord of hosts” (ii. 7), a
means by which God’s mind and will are made
known.

A MESSAGE TO THE RESPONSIBLE
ELEMENT

What is God’s message, and to whom is it sent?
The Lord’s final message is to the responsible ele-
ment among the people of God. Notice that. That
is the Spirit’s emphasis in the book of Malachi.
The w