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In Touch with the Throne
Some Comsiderations on the Prayer-Life

The Divine Basis of all Acceptable Prayer.

I HAVK it on my heart to say a few things on
the matter of prayer, and I think it would be
most helpful if, just at the outset, we were
reminded of the Divine basis of all acceptable
prayer. Before we come to what may be more
technical, we must recognise the spiritual
foundation of prayer, and that lias to do with
the ingredients and the sacredness ofi the incense
whieh was to be burnt upon the golden altar
referredl te in Exedus xxx. ; from the 34th verse.

It is not my intention to take up these in-
gredients for exposition, but simply to note that
the Lord stipulated for the sweet spices certain
things, aml then made a very strong statement
in relation to them. *...... ye shall not make
to yourselves according to the composition
thereof ; it shall be unto thee holy for the Lord.
Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell
thereto, shall even be cut off from his people."
That is the basis of all acceptable prayer. 1he
sweet spices, the ingredients of the incense, as
we know, typify the moral excellencies of the
Lord Jesus ; Mis graces and virtues, and merits,
andl worthiness. Theiinasmnge iis ndt tihejpnayess
of the saints. The incense is the merit and
worthiness of the Lord dJdesus put into tihe
prayers, mingled with the prayers, becoming
that which brings the prayers in effectiveness
and acceptance to the presence off God. There
is completeness here inasmuch as the ingredients
arc fourfold : the completeness offthe graces and
virtues and moaral excellencies off Christ: Avnd
then, as you natice, salt is to be mingled with
these other ingredients which always speaks of
preserving things in life, and it seems to me to
suggest Hint even the presentation of the moral
excellencies of the Lord desus is always to be
free from merely cobl fovmmplity, Which weans
death, and must vewain a living and vital thing.
It is s0 possible that a eentemplatiom ol the
Lord Jesus should become a meehanical thing,
ahd a formal thing ; that we aeeept the thing, in
ot K\mgk s REEESSAFY aRd as try ,&;Eg £ E8E

eehanieally upen the merits of the Lord Jesus,
when the Leord wants the thing te Be eoh-

tinuously alive. With every fresh coming
to the Lord there should be a fresh appreciation
in life, of the Lord Jesus. The salt is to keep
things from death, to keep things in life, to
keep things fresh, to keep things keen, and we
are required)to have an abiding keenness, alive-
ness of appreciation of these excellencies of the
Lord Jesus. If it is so, prayer jis acceptable
and effectual. The salt is not one of the in-
gredients, but something added in. That some-
thing is that whigh is inecorruptible. And then
the vary deflnite ﬁtigulaﬂ@n that nething like
this was te be made by man himself er foF him-
self. Ther: was te be neo imitatien ef this, and
there was te be ne private and Persenal appre-
priatien of it By man ; it was to he held always
e the Lord, hly to the Lerd ; and 2R -
fringement of that rule meapt death. As we
KReW, 8R efe eeasion e eifering of false fre
FesHIte IH iﬂ@}giw}m and deail. ~ 88 here We
are told that If this Ih!ﬁl% WEFE Made By Han,
an imitatien ef 1t for Rimself an g;af 18 8wh
grsenal ends; he wenld be fue git frem amen
is peaple: The meral excellgncies of the LeF
Je34s €annet be imitated, aRd MAap eannst have
them in himselk, and aN¥HIRG feigned I8 uA-
acceptable 8 (loil.  Thete are ne execelleneiss,
therd are e glories like these af the Lard Jesus.
Here we have God most definitely and posi-
tively saying, in effect, that there is a unigueness,
am exclusivemess: about the character of the Lord
Jdesus which is unapproachable by man, which
is altogetther apart, from the very best that man
cam make, of himself. (Jod sees in the Lord
desus that which is not anywhere else, and for
amy' man to come in imitation merits of the Lord
Jdesus means death. There is no ground of
approach to God in our moral glories, and
herein is the awful blasphemy of saying things
about the saerifice and the laying down of Ji
on_the part of men for their fellow-creatares
being on & par with the laying down of His life
by the Lord desus. That is utter blasphemy,
ahgl that must eeme under the most utter
{udgmsnﬁ of God. Neo ! God sees nething like
He meral exeellencies of His Sen, and ferbids
U3t try and bring anything whieh 18 an imita-




tion of that, or a man-made thing, not recog-
nising the uniqueness of the Lord Jesus. Now
the ground of all acceptable prayer is that the
moral excellencies and glories, and graces, and
virtues, and merits, and worthiness of the Lord
Jesus is that upon which we approach the Father.
That is very simple but it is basic, and before
we ean get anywhere in the matter of prayer
we do have to recognise that,

The Five Aspects of Prayer.

Now we are able then to go on with the
subject of prayer itself. In the first place I
want to say a little about the nature of prayer,
that which makes prayer, from its different
standpoints. And while there may be many
other aspects, I think we may say that prayer
has five main aspects; and they arc, com-
munion, submission, petition, co-operation,
conflict. Prayer is each one of these, and
prayer in its fulness requires all of them, or
involves all of them.

Prayer as Communion.

Firstly, prayer is communion, it is fellowship,
it is love opening the heart to Godi and that is
the foundation of all true forms of prayer. We
may liken it to the two main activities of our
human bodies. When we speak of the acti-
vities of these physical bodies, we speak of
what is organic, and then of what is functional.
Organic trouble is a. very serious thing; a
funetional trouble may not be so serious. And
prayer as communion takes the place of the
erganie in eur bodies. One part of our organii?
inalke-up Is eur breathing, what we call respira-
tien. New, yeu never stop to think abeut that,
You fever reasen that eut and say : * Shall
I take anether brgwth 2”7 * Shall 1 breathe 2
8F ¥ Hew many mere breaths shall I take te-
day 2" Yew may de that ever yeur meal ;
mﬁ‘E is funetienal; Yeu never de it OVer Your
F@ &HBH that 1s Brgamic: Yeu MY diseHs:

ek ¥ will w of fﬁ S ? E INK; \?(
. H HW F YOS ﬂm @E W [} ihif
ﬁ gF al t 18 fHhet 1894
8H Felled, that i El@l EFQES Wt ¥eH
HBE I at Bver BHF F@{i‘tt i , BVeE BHF
H:@HBH 15‘%%}? I?ﬁlé S Elé

§8H£ ¥éu ing wauld'give eu{ a0d YoHF
WBH S gHt, aRd YBHF ERiAk H}g

8¥8F l\‘@ 8 that F@%fﬁ@ﬁ&ﬂ is BAsie

And prayer as communion, is, in thesqpmtual
ife, what respirstion is in the physucal Com.
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munion with God is a sustained thing, it is a
thing like bresthing which goes on, or should
go on. It differs altogetther from those func-
tional periodical activities such as
Respiration is quite involuntary, it is not just
deliberate, We may call it a habit, and a habit
is something which easily eludes the full cen-
seleusness of the ene whe is addisted to it. We
de things habitually witheut being aware at
the time that we are deing them. When a
hablt is fully formed it is Just an wNGONSEIONS
part of our proeedure, and eomimunien with
God is that, something that goes en. Prayer as
gommunion is just that, that we are in teueh
with the Lerd and sp@ntane«ausly and in-
veluntarily we epen our heart te the Lerd.
That is the first foundatienal thing in all preyer,
and that is something we shall have te give
attention to. While we never diseuss £he
uestien as te whether we will breathe er net,
f ere is sueh a thing as develeping right Breath-
and in this sense we shall have te give

at entioR 8 BUF breathing.

I think of all the people that ever I met, who
exemplified] this organic life in fellowship with
God, Dr. F. B. Meyer was outstanding. It did
not matter where he was, what the circum-
stances were, he suddenly stopped, perhaps
dictating a letter, in a conversation, in a
business meeting, and just saidi: “Stop a
minute," and he prayed. And that was his
habit in life, he went that way; he seemed
at any moment to be in touch with the Lord.
It was like bresthing to him. 1 believe it
represented one of the secrets of the fruiitfulness
of his life and the value of his judgment in the
things of the Lord, and only those who had
close touch with hnm., especially in difficult
executive meetings, know the value of that
spiritual judgment which he brought to bear
upon situations, and it seemed to come to him
just like that, as out from the Lord.

Well, that is prayer in its foundation. It is
communion, it is fellowship, it is the spon-
taneous opening of the heart to the Lord. It
is not the whole range of prayer, but it is life
lived back of all deliberate activities, in touch
with the Lord, and it is a very. very valuable
thing and makes all other prayer so much more
effective if we have that t is 80 different
from life being just a matter of prayer in
emergencies. mer téh@ité% are very eften mueh
more critical than they need be beeanse we
have to find eur way baek te Ged instead of
being there. T think very eften the Lord allows
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emergencies to come and restore fellowsliip
with Him which has been lost, and then the
abiding fruit of such an emergency in the Lord's
mind is that we should not lose that touch
again which He gives us from the emergency,
we should keep hold of it.

Prayer as Submission.

Then, secondly, prayer is submission ; and
here we must be aware of the possibility of a
contradiction in terms. Prayer is submission.
Passive inaction in what is called trust, is not
prayer. We have heard people speak of trust,
whieh for them means just passivity, inaction ;
but it is not prayer. Submission is alwmys
active, it 1s not passive. And submission
always invelves the will, it does not dismiss
the will. New eafefwlly keep held of that.
Te many peeple just trisstfully leaning en the
Lord is theught to be submissien, and their
address to the Lord takes its eharacter from
sieh a state ; but that Is net praver. WUn.

u@etlenm wieseenee 1N things as we find

them is h@t SH mﬁ&iaﬁj and it 1§ net prayer.
Subimissien means getting inte line with the
TiPiine mind. . That may mean eenfliet. 1t will
almest invaribly mean aetien. 1% will hﬁng
il the velitien. =~ Praver, frem WHREBV%F%
ES!HE YoM F@QQF&’ it s alw, SElHVﬁ &

gVer Bassive, Trust is RHBE @-F hiﬂg it 3

fiet esme iHEB the Feal FaYE ﬂ
egmes 1hts the r@&m 8 %dey tt fait
? %I% i etve t R V?‘F R &%é%}fﬁ
IS no "}\ BH&
dl“eéb% ‘é ‘é st “i nJ
? gl ilﬁ 1¢
'y

%]'o'r’] lS no "§U
_ ééi

o
SR I ;
i \Eé% i _sxee*e g u POE
bt or’b‘é‘ggﬁ .O‘BEJ:QE‘ ¢ &L
i 40, Bngfreszﬂe bl
éﬁr%‘éﬂn W Péb" " e‘Hﬁot
a“ i evt,@r r&lé“!é
e FEEé *" "é"be Péh‘ff axy ﬁae'ol
t}ntﬁ&ﬁn l Fﬁlllge l‘\NNf' & :b%"]
s Syug E’

r%%'ﬁfﬁ%%‘fs
;!i, e

"?s(eé \7
hge " 3‘ br‘lé 3’
g P‘Fe Pedhik %'?1%
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forward to bringing us to a standstill in the will
of God. That is submission. You sec it is an
aetive thing, it is a positive thing—is sub-
missien. I antielpate that there will be more
guestions i this eennestien, but it is a very
impertant thing te resegnise that prayer In its
seeend aspect is submisslen, whieh is a ﬁve
thing: 1€ is net jH§€ sella?sm g befere
saying : “ Well, T trus§ that every tnmg wm
tHFR SHt all Fght, and 1 just asquieses in Ehings
a5 they are Aild leave it With the Lerd.” It is
eoming pesitively ints line with Ged's will,
God's desire, Ged’s mind ; that is submissien,
and very eften it F@PNQQQNS the 4 66h:-
flict and semetimes heart-bresk, but it is
sibmissien and it is nesessary. We will teueh
that again at anether peint later.

Prayer as Petition.

Thirdly, prayer is petition, request or asking ;
whichever word you prefer, it is all the same.
And here we touch what is in the activity of
fﬂ wer, perhaps the major aspect. Undoubted-

it has the largest place in Seripture, and it
f@ﬂlly defines the meaning ef the word ﬂ»faf:e
Frem a Seriptural standpelnt, prayer is rightl
taken te mean petition, and if yeu go throug
the Werd of Ged yeu will find that by an
everwheliming measire Praver represents peti-
tien. Perhaps we here de et need very mueh
argument ﬁleﬁg that line te BFove, 6F pPerstads
that it is se, but I am guite sure that befere
We arc threkgh we §h& see that & HSGS of

Bh&%i% 18 necessary and &rﬁﬁ FEE‘ ef

%T f g&f {58 ISHY‘ 88% ig ,g g [ﬁgﬁ%fg%{é
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everything, He knows the end from the begin.
ning, He knows what He will do, He knows how
He will do it, He knows the end of all things
from the beginning, then why pray 2 Or again,
Divine goodness makes prayer * superfluous,
God is good, compassionate, mereiful and Jong-
sufering, He will only do the best, He is love ;
prayer is superfluous, To petition the Lord to
do good, to be gracious, to show kindness, to
do the best for us, to ask : why not trust the
goodness of God ? Prayer is superfluous. Or
once more, Divine foreordination makes prayer
uscless, If God has settled things cternally,
predestination holds good, it is therefore uscless
to pray. Or, running alongside of that—
Divine sovercignty—the fact that God niles
and over-rules and He is in the thronc of
government and has all things in His hands and
in His power—makes praver lack of faith,
Why ask, why pray, why petition, why request
when all things are in God’s hands and He is
ruling and over-ruling, governing, directing in
His sovereignty. Once more, the Divine vast-
ness of law and purpose makes prayer pre-
sumptuous. It is presumption to ask God to
change things when He has fixed everything
according to His eternal laws and things arce
moving in correspondence with a set order, It
is presumption to expect the Lord to go out
of His order, to ask Him to do so.

Now you may not have put things like that,
those questions may never have arisen in your
minds in that way, but I venture to suggest
that whether those words have been in your
mind or not, whether you have put things like
that or not, from time to time what is con-
tained in them has subtly erept into vour
prayer-life and affected it and taken some of the
grip out of it. That when you have been
praving there has been an indefinable some-
thing creeping in, a sense—"" Well, the Lord
knows what He will do, why should I beseech
Him ? The Lord is goold and gracious, why
should T ask Him ? Che Lord knows the end
from the beginuing, why should I not just trust
Him ? The Lord's purposes -are fixed, why
should I hegin to wrestle with Him to change
things ¢ He will work out His purpose, He is
of set mind, who can change Him ¢ Prayer
is affected, if not by the actual framing of the
language mentally, by that sense of contradic-
tion which comes in. All these things creep
into the mind or heart and have a tendency to
deter or weaken in the matter of prayer, and
we have got to deal with these more fully as

we go on.  We must recognise that the modern-
ism of our time does set aside the objective
cfficacy of prayer, and only gives to prayer the
place of a subjective value, of its salutary
influence upon the one who prays in making a
change, perhaps of demeanour, of mind, and
reason, by certain qualities of reverence and
such like.

Now before we take up some of these things
more fully, let me say that there are two things
to bear in mind always in petitionnl prayer,
The first is the basic need of the other two,
communion and submission, Ior petitional
prayer, in which after all that 1 have suid, we
believe, and with which, after all, we shall go
on, nevertheless the basie need is communion
with the Lord, so that prayer does not resolve
itself into merely asking’ God for things, but
it comes out of a heart-fellowship with Him.
And then submission, so that our petitions arc
not for our awn ends, personal desires, but by
submission we have been brought into line
with the Divine will, that petition is hased upon
oncness with the mind and will of God. You
will find that I am only putting in another way
what you have in the Word of God made
parfectly clear, namely, “if you shall ask any-
thing according to His will,” that is submission.
Then the other thing to bear in mind in peti-
tional prayer is that in view of all the aforesaid
mental diflicultics, petitional prayer becomes
pre-eminently an act of faith. 1t is these things
which very largely make petitional prayer an
act of faith. Yes, argue if you will along all
these lines ; about the sovereignty of God and
predestination, cle., nevertheless, we believe that
CGod will change things. In spite of all the
arguments which would undercut prayer and
weaken prayer we are going on asking.. That
makes petitional prayer pre-eminently "an act
of faith. Yon may say that that is a very
cheap way of getting out of it.  Well, we have
not finished yet, but that is the conclusion we
have to arrive at.  We do not want to get out
of this cheaply.

Prayer as Co-operation. ,

Now there are yet other two aspects of prayer,
oae cf which we will deal with at the moment,
and the other we will leave for another occa-
sion. The fourth is, co-operation, and this is
the governing object of prayer. It gets behind
everything else and will set us right as to
praying and as to prayer in all its aspects.
Communion, submission, petition, conflict, all
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are adjusted and set. right when we mecognise
that prayer is co-operation : all these other
aspects and phases of prayer are for co-opera-
tlen. Ceo-operstion is the motive, it is the
truth, it is the life, it is the liberty, it is the
power, it is the glory of prayer. The motive
of prayer Is co-operation with God. What
Ef@}f@f is in truth is ¢o-operation with Ged. To
ave llfe in prayer, we have to recognise that
it is ee-operation with Ged, and you get life
when prayer is entered Inte as ee-operation
with Ged. 1If yeu are net in ce-eperation with
Ged yeu may be sure yoeu will have ne life In
gfﬂ)/@l"; If yeu are really ee-eperating with
ed you will knew, yeu have [ife in prayer.
Liberty in prayer eemes aleng the line of ee-

eration with Ged, and it is net until we get
that adjustment, that eeming inte line with
Ged's purpese, that we * get threugh,” as we
say. Immediately we get inte line with the
purpese of God and aetively ee-eperate then
we ‘get mevement, there is liberty. In the
§ae way pewer, the pewer of prayer is related
te eo-operation with Ged. Ce-eperation with
Ged is pewer in prayer. Think ef Elijab and
ethers ee_mm% inte ee-eperation with Ged,
reswiting in the effectiveness of tNeir prayer i
what it aseomplished. And then, the glery ef
prayer. Prayer beeomes a glerieus thing when
it i really intelligently, spiFifwally, a8 matter of
¢e-eperation with Ged. Ce-eperatien elimi-
nates selfishness and everything that is merely
persenal. That is ene ef its ehief values. It
means that praver sheuld bring us inte the
Divine plan, the Divine metheed, the Divine
time, and the Divine Spirid—thed s, dis:
pesitien. Al these things are impertant. Not
enly te knew the plan, buwt Ged's methed ef
fulfilling His plan ; net enly to knew the plan
and the methed, but te eeme ints Ged’s time |
and then net enly te be an that exeeutive side,
Bist te be in & Fight spirit for the fhmg when the
fime has ceme, 8 de if in the Spirif, the
demeansur Of the Lerd. AN that i3 es:
8 %m{mﬁ; We may Be IR g Fight thing, in &
f iw : &t & HORE time ahd Y&t Ret Bs_ﬁ_@i;gm
te Lord BECAUSE WE AFE iR & WFGRE SPiFf tha
is net the SpiFt of the kord. And prayer in
£8-8peration 1S to make adjustment in alf these

matters.

There arc three factors which are essential to
prayer. Firstly, desire ; secondly, faith; and
thirdly, volition, will. I just make that state-
ment and leave it as it is.

Then when we put together communion, sub-
mission, petition, we have co-operation. When
they go together, when they arc adjusted to
each other, in line with each other;—eanmnumumnion,
fellowship, submission—in line with the Divine
will—then you have co-operation.

Perhaps in closing that phase of things we
might remind ourselves that very often the
Lord calls for an initial exercise on our part
before He comes in on His side. Ho very often
requires an initiative from us in the matter of
desire and faith and volition. It is like the
drop of water that you put into the old-
fashioned pump which produces the stream,
and you do not get the flow until you have
given the pump something. And the Lord just
calls for that on our part which may be in
comparison, a very little, but which makes
it possible for Him to come out in His fulness.
So, very often prayer at its cnnmmencement
represents exercise of will, and faith and desire
on our part, and then the Lord responds to
that. May be that the Lord docs not respond
until He sees the desire put into faith's deliberate
action of the will to %et through to Him.
There is a good deal of diseouragement met
very often at the commencement of prayer, and
the danger is that we should peter out too soon,
that we should give up because we do not seem
to be getting anywhere—the Lord is just asking
for that drop of water to start the flow 1

We have so far only mentioned four aspects
of prayer, and referred to some of the diffi-
culties which arise in connection with them.
We have not cleared up those difficulties. We
shall next give a whole chapter to the fifth
aspect of prayer, and then proceed to deal at
greater length with the diffieultles, way of
seeking to answer them. These difficulties,
hewever, are really enly in the reabm of the
mind, and, while they may semetimes %et; in the
way of faith, faith will triumph ever them, and
leave behind a history of mighty things in
spite of them. T. A-%.
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Foundations
(Coutinued)

Ry : Psalm xi. b,
1 Con. iiii. 9-17.

As we proceed with our consideration of
feundations: there is a third thing. In the first
letter to the Corimthians we have another way in
whieh foundations; are virtuallly destroyed, at
leastin a very real measure. It is by what is put
en them; the building that is placed upon them.
Net utterly and altogether and finally are they
destreyed by this means, but they are robbed
of their supreme value, and thus they are in
their main virtue destroyexl. You will see what
I mean by the Apestle's wordis: *'1 laid a
feundatien ; and anether buildeth thereon.
But let each man take heed how he buildeth
thereen.” And then Paul propeses that some
build with eertain materlals and others build
with ether materials. Then a testing fire from
Ged eemes te try out that superstructure ;
and the weed, hay and stubble material goes up
in smeke, and when 1t has all gone the question
is : Well, what was the value of that fowndation
if when all is said and dene nething is on it ¢
fn that way the feundation is In lts supreme
sighifleanee and value destroyed. The Apostle
tells us that these whe de that sort of thing may
be saved peeple, and, beeause they have Christ
the feundation is there; they themselves; may
net lese their salvatien, but then they were not
saved just te he saved. Christ dld net ceme
iite them just te be there. He was net the

HRdatien just te remain the feundation. A

HRdaton “Presuppees a superstrusturs, it

gifts e if, implies it, neeessitatess it ; and

6F8 i3 18 justiHeation N having a fewndation
{f Y8l Nave net & sHpersthvctire. The supey-
SHHEEHEE if the justification of the founaatien.

hat wodld 35}\8 think of & builder whe went
FOUNE EYVeRYers Puﬁmg down fowndations,
R? el you Wwent reund the earth seeing a let
of reuidations and that is all yeu saw ; feunda-
tighns gﬂt iR year after year and as yeu passed
8N, YeH saw nething but feundations. Yeu
weHld say : Well, that fellew did net justify
fis existene®, he did net justify his labeur ;
the enly justifieatien for putting these feunda-
tiens in is that he put semething en them.

The justifieation of our salvation is that there

is a superstructure ; for our salvation involves
that, and wec are not justified as saved ones
until God's building is up. God is justified in
saving us when He has His building. That is
the justification of the grace of Ged. Se the
Apostle goes on with the language abeut Ged's
temple : ' Ye are God's building.” bls
building. Now what we are putting upen euF
salvation, what we are building is either geing
to justify the foundation, or te, virtwallly, for
all Divine intents and purpeses, destrey the
foundation ; that is, render it vain in the full
purpese of Ged. That is plain. De yeu see
what 1 mean ? There is a way ef rendering
even the Divine feundatiom well nigh valueless,
anel rebbing It of its real virtue by puttm% ufg
something not accerding to Christ. New tha

is very simple and very elementary, bt it will
help ws on a little.

The superstructure lias to be in keeping with
the foundation. 1t has to be spirituallly and
morally of a piece, it has to be alike. What the
foundatiom is. the superstructure has to be.
The building has to take character from the
foundation. The foundation is said te be
Jesus Christ and the whole building has to take
its character and nature from its foundation.
Think of de-rooted foundatioms: after an ex-
cavation diown to the bottom-most depths of
hell ; for that is where Christ laid the foundation.
He excavated down to the very bottom-most
depths of sin ; He touched rock-bottom to lay
the foundatiom of our salvation. Deeper He
could not go. He ploughed through hell te lay
the foundationss of our eternal redemption.
Now think of putting wp a flimsy weed, hay,
stubble building upon that. Does that Justify
those foundatioms; { Something werthy ef
Christ is required, something waitthy off tthe werk
that He has aceemplished, something whieh will .
speak of the greatness of His grace and His
glory. That is God’s building.

When we have said that, and seen that, we -
can come to this letter to the Cariirtthians ami
let the letter itself explain that to us. You
remember that we are thinking of destroying
the foundatioms in this sense, that something not
worthy of Christ is put upon them.

Now take up your letter to the Corinthians
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and we will cover some familiar ground.
Remomber this whole letter represents the
preblem whieh eonfronted the Apostle as he
eontemplated visiting Corinth. There was a
githation there with many sldes which repre-
sented for him a preblem ealeulated to break
the heart and destrey the faith of any ene whese
feundations were net well laid in themselves.
1 am guite sure befere we are threugh yeu will
gee that to faee a sltuatien like that, yoeu will
need te have feundatiens well lald in yourselves

The Wisdom of the World
and the Things of the Spirit.

The first chapter introduces you to the first
phase of his problem. Before you are through
that chapter you discvoer that in that assembly
of believers at Corinth the spiritt of the world
outside, the Corimthian spiritt had gained access
and taken hold. The spirit of the world at
Corinth was the spirit of werldly wisdom ; it
was a eentre and eitadel ef philesephy. Th@y
had ne better entertainment than te diseuss tths
latest phase ef philesephy, the new thing in
theught. And Cerinth was a plaee where himan
reasen had full play and everything was deter-
mined in its value Dy the feasening pewers
of the mind ; argument, debate, diseussien. 1%
was & world-eentre of l‘ﬁtl@ﬁﬁllﬁm, and that had
crept into the assembly of the Lerd’s peeple.
And what we find is that the Lerd's peeple
in that spirit, In that mind, had taken held ef
spiritual things, heavenly things, things ef Ged,
and brought them down to the level of mere
human argument, debate, discussion, and rea-
son ; applying all the time the test of human
reason to them and seeking so to handle them
by the intellectual faculty as te bring them
within the limited compass of man’s own poewer
of mind. Thus they were dlseussing what the
Apostle calls the things of the Spirit of God, and
bringing heavenly, eternal, spiritual things
down there ; dragging the thlngs of eternity
into the school of worldly rationalistic dis-
cussion, debate, argument. Of ceurse, that
was not exelusively the way ef the Corinthlans
of Paul’s daj’. There is plenty ef that te-day.
Again and again we have conie up against
people whose one great obstacle te the things
of the Spirit of God 18 their ewn head. They
will get their head in the way ; and what they
cannot reduce to thelr own iIntellectual com-
prehension, they reject. And when you say:
Look here, you will have to stop arguing, dis-
cussing ; give God a chance along the line of

faithh; they will answer: Why have we got
brains ? That means our brains are the capa-
city of eternal things. If that is so, God help
the eternal things! Well, that was the first
phase of Paul's problem ; no little one. Those
of us who have met it even in a little way know
what a big difficulty it is.

Human Predilections, Sympathies, and
Antipathies.

Pass into ‘chapter two and wc find the
same thing carried on for a bit, and then as
we move on and begin the next chapter we
find we come into the realm of human
preferensss; human fikes and dislikes In
the direction of teaching and teachers, preach-
ing and preachers, the messengers of Ged
and their fessages. Owe seheel says: New
Paul is the man we like, and Paul’s line ef
things is the line we like. Yew may like
#gs 68 oF Peter, but as for us; well, Paul is sur

Within the same assembly  aRetNer
EB RNy RFC SAYING: WE Prefer ABBIIB% RH
II}ﬂ@ of things. “¥e aVe

AVe Balgr it We like I&E% %é i %fu Elu
gy i

el eE A

%mh :Eiiééw 9 Sai 1 fnu Hs ww siﬁ
i eu ave e§ ‘and yaH

eweb 8 i? Ehtist -

Ehm { ltﬁ}g%‘%@ﬁt frem Ehe% thers; efe Hféisi
s El IG&‘HBH eu §es MaIdRg: EhF

mg Shees

Eh@y afs awtulw dimemﬁp‘ﬁrhm % 58
hﬁlﬁdl@ That was thers ; their sympathies
antipathies : and thess are dssplié regted mm S
i HHMaR natire: 1t takes & [ot of graes
get over them. Of esurss; that was their
eondemnatien. 1f It dees take & le& gf grAce

{e get oveF these things, aRd yed NEAE net
get ever them, Yeu T et a lot
gf grace. That " w&& m&q s Feblem, Ghs
thing whieh Paul d d@al with

and fer whieh he hﬁd 3 F@@ﬁ&ﬂéﬂ ¥ hefore

Ged.
The Tragedy of Arrestedi Growth.

In chapter three again you find a state
which is perhaps more difficult ; that of
unduly delayed maturity. After some con-
siderable time of being God's people and
having the things of God in their midst, Paul
says that he could not speak to them as unto
spiritual but as unto carnal, as unlo babes :
that is a tragedy. There are perhaps feww more
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pathetic tragedies in human life than to see
arrested growth in infancy while years go on.
That is how things were at Corinth. TPaul says
it was carnality which had caused the arrest ;
and carnality always does cause arrest; and
when they ought to have been mature they were
still helpless, dependent, spivitual infants,
without understanding, perception, capacity
to take spiritual responsibility. A very diflicult
thing to deal with that. Beloved, that was not
peculiar to Corinth, or Paul’s day. Multitudes
of the Lord's people are like that to-day. Oh,
yes; it is a pathetic situation to find people
who have known the Lord for years, decades,
who arc still without their spiritual faculties
developed to a state where they can take
spiritual respousibility, where they know and
have not to be told !  There are multitudes like
that. The reasons are not always the same.
It is true that carnality is the causc of that
very often, but I am afraid poor teaching is also
responsible for that in many cases.  They have
not been fed and nourished. 1t is a tragic
sitnation with which we are met to.day ; but
there it is, whatever the cause, In this case it
was their own responsibility, their own faull,
their carnality,

The Shame of Spiritual Pride.

You pass to chapter four and find the Apostle
speaking with language which indicates spiritual
pride. It takes this form. The Lord had
blessed them with spiritual gifts and done very
gracious things for them ; put them in posses-
sion of His spiritual riches, and they were
hoasting of those posscssions, boasting of these
things as though they had acquired them by
their own ability, had achieved them by their
own cfiorts: aml the Apostle says: ... if
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if
thou hadst not rcecived it 277 1n other words :
“Why are you trying to make people think that
vour possessions spiritually are the result of
vour own spiritual ability, that you have by
vour own cffort attained unto this ? Why
don’t you recognise that it is all the grace of
God, and that you arc the humble dependants
upon the Lord. They were boasting of their
spiritual gifts as though they were their
spiritual attainments and not gifts. Spiritual
pride is a terrible thing. Ordinary pride is bad
enough, always the hall mark of ignorance,
but spiritual pride is & far worse thing.

Then there is the next phase of the problem
confronting Paul. That alone would dis.
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hearten & good many, but put them all to.
gother | Chapter five. Here we dare not tarry,
“ It is actually reported that there is fornication
among you...... " Amongst believers ? In an
assembly of the Lord’s people 2 Yes ; o tragic
story which has been repeated again and again
througl: the ages. Bt oh, the heartbreak to
any man who had any real sense of spiritual
responsibility for souls, Lo come u) against that.

Chapter six.  Believers, members of the Body
of Christ dragging one another into the courts
of carthly judgment, having writs issued
against onc another, summoning one another
hefore the magistrate, charging one another,
Jaw.suits before the ungodiy.  Fellow members
of the Body of Clwist! Oh, what a misappre-
Liension of the Body of Christ. That is, they
were standing up and fighting for their own
rights.

He goes on. You come soon upon some
terrible disorders at the Lord’s Table. One
wits Lhat they were turning the Lord’s Table
into a revelry, a feast. People better off in
this world’s goods were bringing to the feast
luxuries, and people who were poorly off could
only just bring their little, and there was the
elass distinetion, and all that sort of thing,
The Apostle says: Have you not homes ?
If you want Lo glut yoursclves at least have the
deceney to do it in your own home in private ;
do not o it as an assembly of the Lord’s people.
You sce ihey often turned their common
meal into o sacrament, They met together,
ent and drank  together and then as spon-
tanconsly as if it were the natural thing they
made of their meal a testimony, but this thing
had so degencrated as to make it & common.-
place, as we have mentioned, and all the glory,
beauty, sneredness of the Body of Christ and
Blood of Christ had been dragged down:to this.
No small problem that in itself to have to deal
with. There were other aspeels of this matter
whicli we will not deal with.

You pass on still further and you come to
disorders in the assembly in general,  People
usurping authority, and you know what the
Apostle has to say about disorder in the House
of God. The place of men is mnder the sove.
reign Headship of Christ in a spirit of subjection,
fulfilling their ministry in the House of God.
But here men were taking authority themsielves
and not having their authority in subjection to
Christ. And then women, out of their divinely
appoinied place, npsetting the whole order of
the assembly. The Apostle tells them what
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this means. You get out of your Divine cover-
ing and get into touch with the evil spirits who
deceived Thwe. The Devil is out to disintegrate
this assembly along the same line, and you arc
glving him the chance he wants by this dis-
order. The whole matter was one of order,
The Lerd has an order for His House, and all
may fulfil their ministry—women and men—if
they keep to His order.

1 think any one who had not the flnuntidtions
in themselves: well established would give up
thils situation, abandon it, rum away, do what
the esunsellors advised David to do, ileo to the
moeuntaln. * If the foeundations be destroyed,
what ean the righteous do ?” Surely with a
situation llke that the foundations are de-
streyed i Net a bit of i¢! I eome back and
see that after all Paul dees net run away, he
dess net aceept that the feundations are
destreyed ; buwt he decs see that these founda-
tiens are being rebhed of their value by all this.
This is the thing whieh destreys the feunda-
tions iR their real virtue.

The Natural and the Spiritual.

Now do you want an exposition of what Paul
means by wood, hay, stubble ? That is itt!
The Word interprets itself. What did he mean
by putting upon the foundation a super-
structure of wood, hay, stubble ? He meant all
that. Divisions, schisms,” wwonlitlly wiiediowmn, in-
tellectual glorying, and all the rest. This is
something which will be destroyed by the lire.
What will you have left ? When you are
building with that material you cannot be
building with the other at the same time, there-
fore you will have nothing left. Do you want
an expositiom off what Paul means in the second
chapter by the spiritwal and the natural i
" New the natural iman readiveth not the tthings
af the Spirit off Cod : for they are fimsliishiess
uite him ; and he cannet knew them, hecause
they are spiritiallly judged (discermed).” Natu-
fal and spiFidwal.  We knew that word natural,
in the Greek. is the word seulical. or seullsh
man, and he is set ever agalist the sipiritual
man. What is the soulish-man ? One Cerin-
thians tells you ; all that. The man whe is
handling spiritial things with natural wisdem,
he is the seulish man. The man whe is tn-
uaneed and actuated by bis ewn natural likes
and dislikes, apreferanoa&,, sympathies and anti-
pathies=Pald, Apelles, Peter—=thed’ is the
soulish man. Pwd ever against him is set the
spiritual man. The man whe is net actuated
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primarily by his own worlidily reason, but looks
to the Lord the Spirit for his understanding in
the things of the Lord., The spiritwall man is
never influenced or governed by his own likes
or dislikes for people or teaching or anything
else. He is actuated by what the Lord likes.
He does not say: 1 prefer this man to that,
this line of teaching to that. He says: Has
Paul got something of Christ ? has Peter got
something of Christ 2 Well, T will have all, it
is Christ I am after. Never mind what kind of
a vessel, it is Christ D am after. There are mo
divisions in the spirittuial man. no preferences
in the spiritual man."«*He may know secretly
what naturally he would like, but he does not
allow those things to come, to prejudice his
mind or in any way affect his relationship.
The spirituml man does not go to law with a
believer to fight for his own rights. The
spinitmal man is not guilty of fornication. The
spiritual man doss not brimg disorder into the
House of Gaodl ; it is the man of soul who does
that. You see you have got a clear exposition
with the whole letter of the meaning of the
natural or psychical and spiritual.

How Paul Won at Corimth.

Do you see what I am getting at ? It
brings me right back to my beginning. What
kind of a building is to be suitable to the Divine
foundation ¥ Well, we have seen how Paul
faced his problem. Oh, magnificent example
of how to face a spirituall problam! I am not
coveting to face a problem like that in one
assembly. God forbid that it ever should be ;
but 1 do sec here the most magnificent example
of how a humanly impossible situation is faced,
met, dealt with, and triumphed over. I am so
glad Paul won through. Read the second
letter and you see he has won, he is on top, arid
the}’ are out with him. Everythimeg was in a
state of suspense so far, as ministry was 6on-
cerned in his first letter. The seeond letter is
the letter of ministry. *“Therefore seeing we
have received this ministry, even as we ob-
tained merey, we faint net: but we have
renounced the hidden things ef shame, net
walking in eraftiness, ner handling the word of
God deceitfully ; but by the manifestation of
the truth cemmending ourselves te every man's
conscience in the sight ef Gedl™ Then a
wonderful ehapter en Gedlly serrew leading to
repentanee, and what the Truit ef that repen-
tanee is. But he has wen, that is the peint ;
solved the problem from every standpoint.

€
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How did he do it ? ™ Qypan @t diveptiar ane @gein.
I see Paul away there with this whole problem
spread out before him.  Yes, bowed, concerned ;
praying, saying : Lord, this is a terrible thmg,
only You can meet it, but something must be
done, this does not glorlfy You : give me the
key to the situaiton, put into my hand the key
to* the wiiolc thing. And as he sought the
Lord, it flashed into him. and perhaps he
shoutedi: I have found it; and sat down to
write. Chapter one ; put your pencil under
every reference to the Lord Jesus and you will
have seventeen blue pencil marks in thirty-one
verses, an average of more than one to every
twe verses. Gather that all up into the grand
statement: * For I determined not to know
anything ameong you, save Jesus Christ, -and
him erweifiedl™ *° For other foundation can
no man lay than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.”” What is the solution ! Giving
the Lord Jesus His full and right place! Put
the Lord Jesus into His place as absolute Lord
in the heart, in the life, in the assembly, and all
these foul birds will go out before the light. Jf
the Lord Jesus is dominant in our hearts divi-
sions will go. Yow will not have to clear them
up, they will go. What we need for all our
divisions, our lack of love, our schism, our likes
and dislikes, is a fulness of Christ. Christ as
Lord, Christ as Master, Christ reigning. And
like evll ereatures in a dark cellar scuttle away
when the light eéemes on, so will divisions and
sehisms, and all that makes for them, go, when
Christ eemes inte His place. It is the cure for
evervthing.

If the foundation is to be justified it must bo
justified in a superstructure after its own kind.
Christ at the reet, and Christ the stem, branches,
and fruwit. It is all Christ. We have some-
thing te think abeut. * If the foundations be
destreyed, what ean the righteous do 2"
Destroyed in this sense, that they are made
veid by what is being put on them. What can
the rightesus de 4 Well, there is nothing to be
dene but ene thmg, but that one thing will do
all the rest ; that is, bring the Lord into His

lage. Oh, Paul must have had a wonderful
alth in Christt; facing a”situation like that,
beloved. Sit down with any one Ehase of it
and see how you would like to tackle it ; and
then taking the whole thing—more than { "have
given you—and realising you have a spiritual
responsibility for that situation, you want a
mighty faith to believe that whole situation
will yield if only the Lord Jesus can be brought

1

into His place. It will do it, and it will again.
There is no problem, no difficulty which cannot
be solved by the enthroning of Christ. All the
problems in this world, and of all the nations,
arc going to be solved by the enthronement of
Christ. There is no other solution, but this is
the sure solution. God has bound up every-
thing to that, that all things are going to
settled when His Son has His place. But judg-
ment must begin at the House of God ; it must
start with us,

1 have used all this by way of illustration.
It may have an application to us in some
way or other. Whether that be so or neot
is for us to determine before the Lerd.
Whether we are gullty of any ef these tmﬁ%
in spirit, in principle, iIf net In ast. t
docs not come heme to us In any speeifig
applieation, surely the grand trush sheuld help
our hearts. Hew are we Feiﬁg to face our
proeblem, elther within eurselves, er witheut, in
others i Only in ene way. Seek te have the
Lord Jesus exalted in yeur ewn hear; and in
the hearts of ethers. BFring Him fikst inte
view and then with Him in view all the ether
things ean be dealt with.

I have only touched one aspect of this chap-
tor. I will not go further with it. Paid said:
* Jesus Cluriistt, andl him cnudifiiel’” Yow will
see what the foundation is composed of. Jesus
Christ as the foundation in this letter includes
Christ crucified, the meaning of His death for
us: Christ Risen, Christ exalted in the plaee ef
Severelgn Head. These three things eemprise
the feundation. When we knew what the
death ef Christ means se far as we aré eoneerned,
Christ efueified ; we died when Christ died.
fiew €an we H@V@ the Hﬁ%uﬁl man tnen, the
caFnal Mman then ? He has gene.  When we
KHSW what lE ) 98 FISER Wi @ﬂfiéf %hRE I$;

IV6 #te 664, BRIy HRES 604 ; HRES 8 SERSF
% £, eﬁé‘ smw i

lﬁg or ! E‘éf@% 8}5 #BHEBWHFI
Eﬁ@ i SS?HI? i: r%?:g 8f H‘Q p8f sHS MERNS

o i‘g e

m :
E 1 m 8&5 mma H f{h&aﬂug

FHEi &dl;
Ei %8 §HBSF %FH& F‘? mus 98 ﬁ??%Falﬂg

Let the word lead us to glory ln Christ,
for that is where chapter one ends: “ He. that
gloricth, let him glory in the Lord.” T. A-%.
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Some Perils of the Way

TwE Word of God is strewn with instances
of how good people were cither caught in traps
and snares, or were just saved from such by a
small margin,

There is no doubt that the Adversany is out
to cripple, spoil, or make havoc of the work of
God by any means in his power, and where he
cannot do so by direct methods, lie will atitempt
it by’ the indirect course of deception, and sub-
terfuge.

The servants of the Lord have no ‘small
amount of warning in the Scriptures in the
direction of watchfulness. Sometimes lessons
of the most. vital importance can only be learned
by painful experience, but there is something
to be gained from the experiences of those who
have gone ahead, as well as from a spiritual
grasp of the teachmg of the Word.

If we did but see the spirittuall factor in the
things recorded, wc should sec how frequently
history repeats ltself even if the, outward form
is not always the same.

We take three instances for the moment, and
we are sure that all servants of God who have
any measure of experience will recognise how
true to life are the perils therein comstituent.

1. The Peril of Mistakem Glorying.

It was Hczekialm who fell into this snare.
Hezckiah had been ill with an illness which,
but for a Divine intervention, would have been
fatal. By such an intervention a lease had
been added to his life. Just at that point, when
(Jod had done a great thing for him, and made
possible a further period of valuable ministry,
the Enemy seized the occasion and the over-
joyed state of Hezekiah to lead him beyond the
limits of discretion. It Wdss a cleverly lald
plot, and came along the line of human sym-
pathy. A ruler from far olf Babylon who had
heard of his sickness sent me 3 with
tokens of friendly congratulation, if he had
heard of the recovery, or of sympathy because
of his sickness. This was, apparently, a kindily
act, but it must be borne in mind (and this is
where Hezekial failed) that friendliness with the

nations round. about was always a matter of
serious question with God as to Israel, and
there could never be eliminated the element of
treachery, though unreeognised, which would
rlse to take advantage ef friendship (?) when
the eseasion Mmade It an advantage te de s6.
There were ether fackyis; but Hezekish was
eaught in the trap ef sentimentalism, and wn-
govered all Eh% leneg of the he H&Ehm%% to sueh
a% cauld ga 8 % alue them s §Esmu
BHGE 8§ 8 ﬁ lBiEEQFH H%SH 3 8
: tne ?EBW It \m% X%, an
g §‘=“~% W at PIACE NIS mlj?i I6ious act
fad iR the tragedy 8 fsasl’s [ater Ristery:
Those glories of the gold, silver, previous oil,
spices, armour, etc., were the socrel glories
of the inner life of a poople in spacific gpiritual
relationship with God. They were the wrought
tilings of fire, and suffering, and the Holy Ghost.
The flesh has not right to leok upen them, and
they may net be displayed to the earnal mind.
Then, again, they may net be gloried in as
things in ﬂl@ﬁﬂ%ﬁ?‘t& like blessin sqmﬁtual
%uahti@& spiritual fi@hes, and sp lgi
must always be kept Eﬁﬁf@dly In elosest
F@lﬁ ioR te Him Whem they represent. They
ﬁf& His exceliencies, and they aré net fer beast-
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fav Ma m,% Hse ef fer AR impression: There
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position, reputation, and  possession, to be
utterly sct aside by crucifixion with Christ,
then we shall see what we have uncovered
only used for the destroying of the true spiritual
value of the testimony,

2. The Peril of Unspiritual Solicitude.

Our second instance takes us into the Book
of Kzra, chapter iv. The building of the House
of God as a place for the expression of His
thought in fulness is not going to be carried
through without every kind of opposition which
the Enemy can bring against it. When that is
- finished he will have no more place. He will
neither have anything more to do, nor will he
have any more opportunity for trying it. Henge,
by cvery means, he must interfere with this
work.

Amongst the almost countless methods used
by him, one of the most cficetual has been, and
still is, what we have called Unspiritual Solici-
tude. That is, the help (1) of those who are
not walking in true fellowship with the Lord.

Argue as vou may for getting people in-
terested in good things, and thereby getting
them “ saved,” the flesh and the natural man
never can build a spiritnal house. * That
which is born of the flesh, is flesh,”” and it will
never be anything else. “ Flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven,” A
spiritual state by being born of the Spirit is
indispensable to doing spiritual work.

We do not say this without a good deal of
experience in the matter, and we know that, in
the long run, what was done by the unspiritual
has not stood the test.  But worse, the mass of
the trouble, disintegration, discord, division,
weakness, and dishonour to God in Christian
work has been the fruit of the uncrucified {lesh,
and unspiritual people. Like those in the
chapter above-mentioned, the evil is so often
hidden in an outward solicitude and sym-
pathetic interest, often with a confession of one-
ness in the interest and the object of the
interest.

1t is always a dangerous thing, and not at all
in keeping with the principle of Scripture to
allow some from without whose spiritual
qualities and wallkk with God have been un-
proved to take up the suered responsibiliticos
of the work of the Lord.  This is not meant to
apply to the point of suspecting everyvone who
comes along. But serviee should grow out of
fellowship and life together in the Lord.

From what the Holy Spirit shows us in
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Torrn iv., we are able to see that those who came
in such & sympathetic (7) way were after ol
enemies § and while all who come in solicitude
may not be consciously or deliberately set upon
mischicet, the principle holds good that, all who
are not truly in fellowship with the Lord in life
and walk will prove te be an adverse factor
in His work sooner or later, and the enuse of
weakness,

3. The Peril of Untried Workers.

For this further illustration we turn to
Acts xiii. In this chapter we find ourselves at
a point in the journcy of Barnabas and Paul
whicli brings out from obscurity a seeret flaw
in their method. Tt is in Perga in Pumphylia,
One—John (Mark) whom they had taken with
tliem for the work, broke down and returned to
Jerusalem, , _

There are one or two things in the background
of thix young man going with them which ouglit
to_be investigated.  Primarily this, that we

" e {1 . . o
dosread of the Holy Ghost saying, *' Separate
me Barnabas and Paul, Axn John Mark unto
the work whereto 1 have culled them.” '

The inclusion was one of a purely personal
and arbitrary character, and apparently of a
very casun) order,

John Mark was cvidently a2 young man of
some carnestness and apparent promise, He
had a Christian home, for it was in the house of
his mother that the prayer mecting was held
when Peter was in prison.  These things evi-
dently led Barnabas to think of him as being
promising and, perhaps, a useful addition to the
parly.

But when all s said, he was an unproved
worker, and sooner oi later it was inevitable
that the weakness should make itself manifest.

Now, it is true that every worker has got to
be tested somewhere, and many who were no
more proved beforehand than was John Mark
have gone forth and made good.  But here is a
case where so much depended upon the workers
being men who had been tried, and where it
way 80 very neeessary that the Holy Ghost
should do the seleeting. The issue of this
matter was not just that John Mark returned
from the battle, but that econfusion and an
ahiding canse for sorrow and shame arose out
of it in the very beginnings of this great epoch.
It is uscless to try and settle who was right,
Barnabas or Paul, in the subsequent refusal
of him for a second journey of these two men.
Probably they were both right.  Paul was right
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in not exposing the next journey to the possible
further weakness and further breakdown. Bar-
nabas was right in taking the position that
because i voting man had failed once, he should
net be deprived of a second chance. But then
the two positions cannot be made one, and so
it must be, either that a measure of positive
right on one side or the other is surrendered,
er you must admit that there was a mistake
aml weakness in the first place,

The sequel to this episode which is given us
by Paul in his letter to Timothy shows that
Paid stuck to his original position. He had
taken the attitude that in such work as that to
which he was called those who took a place
should be proved and known. When, after
years, John Mark had proved himself, Paul was
quite ready to have him as a fellew-werker and
companion, and instriueted that he sheuld be
brewght te him.

It is tremendously important that for the
sake of the testimony, the necessity of un-
broken fellowship in the case of those whom the
Holy Ghost has brought togetiar for a great
work, there should not be the jeopardising
element of the unproved and unestablished
worker.

The Assembly ought to provide an ample

ing-ground for all who are to go forth. If
the Assembly is constituted and governed
by the Holy Spirit, all the weaknesses of its
members will come to light. The fact that it

is so in many local * families " of the Lord's
people, is intended to result in moral and
spiritual training for the time when the mem-
bers will have to stand against common foes
without the spirituell home-life immediately
around or behind.

There are terrible tragedies on the * mission
field  in the way of broken relationships which
were intended to be very fruitful for the Lord,
because the training and proving in a homo-
fellowship was not adequate. This whole thing
is spiritusell. It is not just getting on happily
with other workers in the more ar less comfiontt-
able conditions of organised work at home. It
is being in a spirituall testimony, against which
the devil is positively set. * Here there arc met
factors which are not just ordimany social diffi-
culties, however unpleasant, It is the devil out
to ruin the testimony by setting the Lord's
people at varianee, and anyone who has not
learned to te in the matter at the home
end is not safe to be sent forth to the realms
where the devil has se much more of his own
kind te play with, and so much more in every
way by which to cause pressure and strain.

Any “ training ' in a college ought to be but
an adjunct to equipment, not THE eguipment.
The real training is spiritual, not academic ; mmd
this is only ible in a spiritual Assembly.

There will always be a serious loss in any life
if it has not had a true Assembly ba%kground.

“To love our Captain so, makes for a perfect comradeship.

the three brake through':

‘And

they knew that they could count upon
one another without reserve to the end.

We had learned already

that unhindered prayer togethor was not just expedient, but vital,
and nothing kills that kind of prayer so swiftly as even the lightest
flicker of uneertsinty in one about anether. Perhaps that was why
we were first-shown the crystal quality ef leyalty, for eur prayer-life
togetherr was to become the chief thing with us all. And it meant
depth of conviction about certain matters, and singleness of mind,
the opposite of a scattered life with affects nething : ‘Better plough

deep than wide." From *-Gold Ford.’
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I Will Build My Church

I.
ReapmT; - L 1ter ii. B-12
Matthew xvi. 16-18S.

WE turn to the Word of the Lord in Matthew
xvi. 16-18 ; the fragment of that passage which
is basic to our meditations is that in the 18th
verse: 1 will build my ehureh,” and we will
immediately seek to explain what we have In
view. And it is, that which Issues frem the
death and reswrreation ef Chiist, and jts real
nature. It is here called by Him: My
ehdreR,” and that embraces matters ne fewer
and ef ne leser importance than the Perssn of
Christ, the death and resurr&aion af Christ, the
heavenly pesition and aetivity of Christ. the
advent ‘and veeatien of the Hely Spirit, the
ceming %gam of the Lord .lesus, the n@w_bmtn
the warfare with Satan, and the veeatien ef
believers in the ages te esme. There ¥8H have
a extalegue of the magnitudes ef the Werd of
Ged, and these are all included i that phrase :
“My ehureh. Se that it will be seen at onee,
that te be seeHpied with what the Lord Jesus
galls * MWy aiwicgh™ iis to ke xavpied WMHID 9
small thing=net that it is my intention te deal
with all these matters, but 1 simply want 0
hiave yeu impressed at the ewtset With the great
impertanee of this Matter.

Our specific object at this time is the nature
of what Christ effects and brimgs into being in
His resurrsstiom ; and we shall consider this in
two ways. Firstly, what we may call con-
templatively or objectively, and secondly, in-
trospectively or subjectively. That is, on the
one hand we shall look a! its nature as it is
presented to us, and then on the other hand we
shall look into it and see its deeper nature and
content.

Peter's Explanatiion of
what Christ said.to Him,

To begin, then, with the contemplation of
“ My churelh.”™ We have readl @ passage which
defines for us what Peter—the one to whom the
statement was specifically mnatie—understood
it to mean : * upon this rock 1 will build
my church ™ ; he did not understand it at the
time. That is quite apparent from what he
said a few minutes afterward, but he did come

------

14

to understand what the Lord had said to him,
and he gives us what he understood to be the
meaning of that phrase: *'I will build my
church,” or: * upon this rock [ will build
my church.” Listen again to his own diefimition
and explanation of those words : * Wirtto wifwam
coming » (that is, of course, the Lord Jesus)
“a liiing stone ™ Whiett was the rock ?
* Unmtto whom coming a liivimg stone, mgjscted
indeed of men...... " Look again at Matthew
xvi. and you will find immediately after the
Lord Jesus had said those words to Peter:
“From that time began Jesus to show unto his
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem,
and suffer many things and be killed...... >
*“ Unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected
imbed of man, but with God elect, precious, ye
also, as living stones are built up a spiritual

......

......

------

house...... * 1 willl - build my church.”
e built wp a spiritual house...... * That is
Peter's explanation and definition : * ...... built

up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer up spirituell sacrifices, acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. Because it is contained
in serijrture, Behold, 1 lay in Zion a chief corner
stone, elect, precimus: And he that bclicveth
on him shall not be put to shame. There you
have what Peter understood to be the meaning
of the Lord's words in Miatthew xvi. 10-18,
When we turn to the letter to the Epthesians
we have what the Apostle Paul came by the
Holy Spirit to understand to be the meaning
of such words. We shall leave that for a little
while, returning to it later, bearing in'mind as’
we go on, that what is before us is the nature,
not just the object, but the nature of that which
Christ brings into being in His resumcstiion.

Clwist is the Builder.

Let us study this jjassage in Matthew a little
more closely, and sec what is implicit in the
statement. We begin with the personal state-
ment of the Lord Jesws: *J will build my
church.” “1*; that carries with it two things
quite clearly. Onme is that Christ builds the
Church. That is discrimmimeting and impantznt.
Christ builds the Church. No man can build
the Church. Christ is the Builder. *‘Amd the:
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Lord added to them day by day those that were
being saved.” No man can add to the Church.
No man can constitute the Church, no company
of men, no committee of men. This is something
whieh is the Lord's doing, and if the Church is
eternal, only the Lord can build it. What man
may de will be but for time. The second {ling
in eonneetion with that “ 1™ is this ; that in
view of the imminent cross, the statement—
*1 will build my Chureh “—means that the
Risenn Christ will build His Chureh. He looks
right aeress the grave, He leeks right through
death, He lesks 8 the ather side af JRuusalem,
His crucifixion and all that was abeut (o take
Iaee tNere, He Iosks through it, hevand it, aned
save: 4 Wil build my Chiyreh.” 1t i the
absolute confidence and eertainty that He will
gﬁ thrakgh, that He will come siit en the ether
}sig and He will b8 a3 trily on the ether side
of Egivary and of death and all that that means
s He 13 nere and new 8n this side of it ; and
new as Gne Whe has alF in faith and assur-
anes and E@f%i.ﬁ‘@% assed threugh if, He says
L will il "That is the faith with which
the Lord Jesus faces the cress: 1 is & ehallengs.
It i§ as thevgh He wers saying :  Lef Elders,
Suibes, Pharisees, Rulers, men and demens,
and all the ewer of spiFitual death de their
werlk, and their uwtmest. 1 will build My
Chureh ; 1 faee the Seribes, Pharisess; Elders
Rulers, peeple;, devil and death, and I wil
build My Ghureh in spite ef them all!”’ That
17 s a tremendels 1™ a§ it comes there
with the eress elealy il view, imiminent.

The Cruss essential for the Clmreh.

Now that leads us to three other things. The
cross and the resurmaction mean, fistly, that the
cross accamplishes something. Vou look at it
this way and you will sec what I mean. Here
is the Lord Jesus standing with all that in view,
and Ket with an object which is the objeet for
whieh He came, the object which has been In the
Father's heart, the Father"s theught and inlen-
tien frem eternity ; the ebjest whieh is the
deminating ebject of His ve?' Being: My
Chureh ” : 1 will build,” and yet befere He
éan build that Chureh there must be this thing,
this death, this cress, and this mesurrectien.
It is net just seme incident in His life, it is
net just something which eemes in the erder
and progress and %r@ ramme of things ; it is
semething which is basie te that ebjeet, witheut
whieh that ebject eannet be, heeause this eress
and this resurrestion is te be the seene and the

occasion of accomplishing something, apart
from which accomplishment that Church cannot
be. So that the cross and resunrectiiom of the
Lord Jesus aceomplished something. They are
a part of a scheme ; a definitely anraugsd order
of things in whieh they take a very vital and
important place.

| have to remind you that wc are working
towards seeing the nature of the thing that
results from His resunnadiian, and therefore
it is important to see that that character, that
nature is reswltant from His death and resurree-
tion : that the deat] and reswhadion, the
orass df the Lord Jesus, give character te the
Chdteh.  And €hat is why tyey fuwlfil 8 frimese
and are 2 pant of the whole design, IRecAse tinad
Churel eannet be witheut them, inasmiieh as
it derives its very guality from them. You 68
the Lerd Jesus; slthough HiE was set wpon that
ahjeet, codld never have realised it bY 16RpING
Qver frem Cliserea PRIHPHE €6 the Fesiaasion;
that is; lsaving the cFoss gt 1t was essential
8 His end because it had gEet te vield eeriain
features whieh weuld ecenstitute the Chureh:
These things we shall ses later.

Secondly, the resurmnestiiom of the Lord Jesus
means a new ground by reason of a new state.
Something has been left behind in the death.
Some whole realm aml order of things has been
dismissed, put away, and entirely new ground
is taken in the reswmontion, and that new
ground represents a new state, an entirely new
state ; and it is on that ground that the Church
is built.

Then, thirdly, the world is put aside. In the
cross, the death and resummedtiom of the Lord
Jesus, the world is put aside, is left behind.
Oh, the stress that the Lord Himself laid wpon
that truth as we have it brought before us bv
John in his Gospel xvi. 16-18, 20, 21, 22, 23.
“*In thal day "—now go on to chapetr xvii. 0,
and He strikes that note continually in the
I7th chapter : “ 1 am no more in the world......
| come to thee." * They are not of the world,
even as |.am not of the worldl™ The world is
left behind. The world is ruled out, new
ground is taken, and on that ground the Church
is built. The ‘Apostle Paul, writing to tho
Galatians explains the meaning of that so far as
spiritual experience is concerned : ““Far bo it
it from me to glory, save in the cross of our
Lord desus Christ, through which the world
hath been erueified unto me, and I unte the
werld.* And when you and I testify te eur
unien with the Lord Jesus in His death and
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burial and resurmccttion in the waters of baptism,
we spirituallly accept the position where the
world is ruled out and left behind, and we take
new ground ; and that is the ground upon which
the Church is built. In a word, the Chureh is
built upon the ground where the world has no
place. Ji is outside of the world. In saying
that, we are, of course, saying something that is
very familiar to most, but something which is
growingly important in our time. The nature
of that whieh eomes out in the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus is that it has left the world
behind, and that it is eutside ef the werld, In
that sense In whieh the Lerd Jesus used the
werds in His prayer: “ They are not ef the
werld, even as I aim net of the werld.™ ' ......
even as I...... " You cannot now associate
the Lord Jesus with this world ; you cannot ¢
And in exactly the same way you cannot asso-
ciate His Church with it, and the churdh which
is associated with it is not His Church.

Eternal Purpose.

Meeaandlly, *...... will builld™ We have seen
a little of the implications of that j)crsonall pro-
noun "[L" Now secondly, *...... will build,"
and for our present purpose wc note ftwo
things. This means that the Risen Christ will
be marked by purpose. I will build...... s
marked by purpose. 1 do not merely mean
determination to do somethimg; but charac-
terised by a spirit, a power of purpose. 1
wonder if you have recognised that feature
which comes spontaneously into the life of
everyone who becomes vitally joined with the
Risen Lord, that that life immediately assumes
a spirit of purpese. If it never had a sense of

urpese befere, it has now. If it was a wandex-
ng, indefinite ‘thing before, without object or
alm or directien, the oene thing that marks
that life new Is a sense of gurpose, a sense of
ebject, a deflnitenress of dlrection, a peoiss;
and altheugh as yet all that that means may
fiet have breken tpen the wnderstanding, there
is a sense that has eeme, and that sense has
geme ewt of eternity, that life has eeme inte the
eternal, and by its unlen with Him has reached
right baek inte the before times eternal, into
the counsels of the Godhead, and has received
now its charaeter from those eternal counsels of
the eternal of God. As that life goes
on with God it will move more and more to the
place and state represented by the words of the
Apostle Paul: * This one thing I do...... "It
is a sense of purpose. It is the purpose of the

1))

Risen Lord. This statermemt of His says to me,
as I meditate upon it: ** I am set upon My Church
and I give Myself utterly toward its realiisation ;
the building of it and the consummating of it
dominate and govern all My thoughts, and draw
out all Mly resources.” 1 am occupied with
tiiis tnimng ;; tiniks its WAy prunpese.™  Andl yow kinowy
that when you come into the Kpinesiemn letter
that that is what you come into at once,

...... quickened us together with Christ......
and hath raised us up together, and made us
sit together...... " You are in the realm of the
purposing of (Jod concerning Christ, from
eternity. 1 will build My Churdh** An
atmosphere, a spirit, a sense of purpose. Amd,
beloved friends, there is, 1 think, much room
in many of the childrem of God, for that spirit,
that sense, that dominating consciousness of
purpese, 80 that they shall become absorbed,
engrossed, dominaetill by one thing, the end
whieh Christ has in view, and be burmt up with
His ebjective. There is far toa much indefinite-
wess, and it is that indclinitoness, that lark of
vision, that lack of absorbing devotion, that
lack of dominating objective, which leaves
room for so much of the scattering, destructive
weakening, paralysing worlk of the Devil. There
iIs no greater defence against the Devil than
for your whele being to be dominated by one
object. We leave far too much room for him
te come in by being like David, on his bed when
the time eame round that kings went out €o
battle. The Devil played havoe with David
that night and David was weakened to the end
ef his days, and never recovered, because at
that mement he was net taken up with the real
business ef life. The Lerd weuld have us in
unien with Him In this sense, that we have this
feature of His marking eur lives elearly : ' This
ene thing I de " : a sense ef Divine PUrpose
eating us ug ; the zeal of His House. " 1 will
build My Chureh ” Is a statement which carries
with it the spirit of One Whe has ene all:
iRelusive and geverning ohject in view, and
When Yeu come te youf later New Testament
you find that that is the thing whieh marked
apestles aned belisvers.

Read the Thessalonian letters again and you
will see that that is the spirit of believers in
general there. And read the letters of the
Apostles themselves from the standpoint of the
Apostles, and you find that their hearts arc
eaten up with this one object. Hear Paull:
‘! that we may present every mmam

...... A y perflect
in Christ Jesus. That is something which has
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drawn out Dus whole being. O, that we
should be one hundred per cent on the Divine
purpose, pouring ourselves into it without any
reserve. That is union with the Risen Lord.
That is to be the nature of the thing which
comes up in His resurmadttion. It is something
governed by one object—ipurpose and actien.
** 1 will builkd Nty Clnureln.™  We niust remember
that the Lord Jesus, from the day of His
resurrection until now is in aection. There is
a sense in which He has sat down. That sense
Is that He has aceemplished all the werl
neeessary te seeure the eefisummation ef His
Chureh. He is new at werk by the_HeIg Spirit
In the eutwerking ef the aeeemplished weFlk.
He is still werking. “ He ever liveth te malke
intercession...... " is one picture of Him in
action. “I will build......"* He is building,
He is in action, and He would have all who arc
in union with Him, not only characterissdl by a
sense of purpose, but definitely in action under
that sense. It is just possible to have a sense of
purpose, and it lies in to-morrow, that elusive
never-arriving to-morrow, to-mocrow that never
comes. When we arc a little more qualified,
when certain things have taken a certain shape,
or transpired—there is always that will-'o-the-
wisp future which we never reach, but when we
will do what we purpose doing ; but we are net
doing it. The Lord Jesus not only has an
object, but He is actively engaged upon His
object, and we are the proof of that. Unien
with Him means that we are in action, diefiinitely
stretched out in action under a mastering pur.
pose out from eternity ; for the eternal clement
arises with the Risen Lord. Temporay ele-
ments have passed in His death. * 1 will
build My Church...... * Then we must be
governed by a sense of purpose in this regime
of the active Holy Spirit. Of course, the nature
of the Church which He will build has been
seen in Tet¢tar's wordis: * A spiritual houwse.™
It is a spiritual thing.

The Charch is Christ's.

* Ny Clnudh ™ There yow have tthe iimmpliicretion
of relationship and proprietorship. The Lord
Jesus builds His Church, that which is pecubdatly
His in the sense that He has purchased it, He
has made it His own by right of eternal choice,
creation, and redemption. Itis His. It belongs
to Him. And there again we have the¢ impeor-
tance of taking account of the fact that the
Sovereign rights in and over the Church helong
to the Lord Jesus and are vested in ne one else.

iirg

It is not given to man or men to lord it over
God's heritage ; to have the supreme govern-
ment of the Church. It is Hi¥ Church, and He
is Lord of the Church, cand the Chureh which He
builds is that which represents the absolute
Sovereign Headship of the Lord Jesus, to erder,
to govern, to direct, control, to have the first
and the last word, and every word Instiween.
It is where Christ is Lord. That is simple;
perhaps too simple and too familiar, but we are
working on teward our object.

The Church's Vjctory over Death.

“ .A.and the gates of Hades shalll mot
prevail against it." That phrase is explained
in the OM Testament to mean * the house of
death.” ** The house of death shall not prevail
against it.” In Acts ii. you have an explana-
tion of that: * ...... thou wilt not leave my soul
in Hades, neither wilt thou give thy Holy One
to see commuptiimm, ™ the first statement. The
second, *...... whom God raised up, having
loosed the pangs of death : because it was not
possible that he should be holden of it.*"
* Holden,” in the grip, the mastery, the dominion
of death ; the house of death. The words:
Y shalll mot prew:l . ....» more literwllly are :
“®lall have no power of mastery.” *‘‘The
house of death shall have no power of mastery.™
That related to the Lord Jesus, and that relates
to everyone in that union with Him as a part
of His Chureh. He went into the house of
death ; the house of death closed upon Him.
We must remember that death is always a
thing of pesitive antagonism, There is a lot of
remaneing and sentimentalism about the friend- «
liness of death ; but the Word of Ge neverd
susgests the friendliness of death. Death is
always an_ Enemy in the Werd of Ged and
always stands in pesitive eppesition te Ged's
intentian, te God's purpese. It is the eppesite,
and that aectively se, of what (Jed eternally in-
tended, and at last death as the wltimate Enemy
will be destreved. It was necessary for the
Lord Jesus te ifite the hetise ef death,
representing all these whe, because of the fall,
have been enclesed in the heuse of death. But
He went in in the pewer ef something which no
ather whe ever entered there possessee, and
while the heuse ef death clesed wpen Him as
representing man in sin, it feund that it had
elosed wpen semething else as well, which was
mere than its master, and : * He tore the bars
away,” and * Up frem the grave He arose,”
anddhath, the heuse of death could hold Him
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no longer,  “T am the first and the last, and
the Living one 5 and | beeaine dead, and behold,
I am alive unto the ages of the ages, and 1 have
the keys of death and of Hades.” In virtue
of that, though the house of death may élose
ipon you and me, if the Lord tarey, those gates
of the house of death shall not have power to
prevent our being there in the perfected Church,
in the consummated building of Christ. The
house of death will have no power to retain you
and me when that trump shall sound. He has
the keyvs, that is, the authority, over the house
of death, and death will not be able to frustrate
the realisation of His intention, His purpose,
The gutes of Hades, the house of death shall not
prevail, shall not have power to prevent.  That
applied to the Lord Jesus, and that applies to
the saints,

And now to close, for the moment: the
implication of this statement of the Lord Jesus
reveals the oneness of Christ and His Chureh,
1 will build My Church; and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it means, if
it means anything, that the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus is essential to the very life and heing
of the Church. To prevent Him from rising
would be to prevent Her from having an
existence,  If Christ rises then it is unto the
realisation of His Church, o that He and She
are on¢ by reason of ane mighty vietory over
death.  And that, 1 believe, is why, above all
other things, there has been such a dead sot
through the ages against the testimony of the
resurreetion of the Lord Jesus.  Why, innme.
diately you come to the testimony of the Risen
life of Christ you becoine the object and target
of all hell's assaults ; and the one thing of which
vou hecome more acutely conscious than any-
thing else is of the spirit and power of «eath,
death working as a foree against spirit, soul,
mind, bady.  Why 7 Beeause the resureeetion
of the Lord Jesus is the greatest thing in the

Bible, and upon the resurrcction of the Lord
Jesus evervihing in thie Bible hangs,  "The pur.
poses of God from cternity, before ever a page
of the Bible was written, hung upon the resur.
rection of the Lord Jesus. It is the central and
supreme thing in the history of the ages since
man has fallen.  And that testimony to have an
expression in individual lives, and more, in a
company, the Church, is thcrefore, the onc
supreme thing which rouses hell to its depths,
Hell cares not about our systems of teaching,
whether they are true or whether they are fulso;
but hell does care about our living in the power
of His resurrection, 1t does not matter to the
Tnemy how wouderfully accurate we may be
in our Biblieal interpretation, but the Enemy
oes, with all his might, withstand our Biblical
expression in a life triumphant over death.
It is for that that the Chureh has been
brought into being. It is that which is the
Churel’s ohjeet here on the carth, to show
forth Christ in Risen life and in Risen power.
Very often the teaching can become the very
thing which covers over and blankets and damps
and numbs that life.  You and T, beloved, have
got to be very careful that we never become

so interested in Christian dogtrine and truth

that it becomes the thing which ozcupies us pre-
eminently, What you and I have to be occu-
picd with more than anything clse is. the living
of a life which is triumphant over death. That
ix a fur more difficult thing than studying
Christian doctrine ; it is the battle of the ages,
The nature of that which comes up with the
Risen Lord is that it is a living expression of the
fact that in Him to the full, and in Him initially
and progressively, the gates of Hades, the house
of death hax not prevailed and eannot prevail,
We are ealled for that, The Lord lead us into
the nature of that which He ealls * My Chureh.™
' T. A.-S.
(To be continued.) )

“ MEN’S HEARTS FAILING THEM FOR FEAR”

A little hooklet on the present situation as pointing to the nearness of Christ's return
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The Anointing of the Holy Spirit

(Continved.)
The Assembly as the Anointed Vessel.

Reapsa 1 Samuel xvi, 13.
2 Chronicles v. 1, 9, 13, 1L
Exodus xxx. 22, 235, 26,
Luke iv. 16-18.
I Corinthians xii. 12-14.

CoNTINUING our occupation with the matter
of the anointing of the IIoly Spirit, we are now
turning to that aspect of this great truth which
brings the assembly of God into view ; and
what we have before us is The Assembly as the
anointed vessel.

By linking together passages as we have done
above we are only bringing counterparts into
view., We first of all saw David anointed
personally. Then we wore secing the great
inclusive, all cmbracing purpose of David’s
life, and his anointing in relation to the whole
testimony. In the passage in 2 Chronicles we
sec that purpose realised and that anointing
which was upon hiin personally now manifested
upon the temple; shall we say a collective
thing : out of the personal anocinting has come
the collective anointing. The one lcads to the
other, the sccond is the justification of the first.
The glory of the Lord filling the temple, the
cloud taking up residence in the whole com-
prehensive order of things in the temple is the
explanation of its full intent as to that in-
dividual or personal anointing which was upon
David at the Dbeginning. Then we  have
brought other two things together. The Lowd
Jesus anointed personally, separately ; declaring
the Spirit of the Lord is upon Him ; that is
('hrist Personal ; and alongside of that 1 Corin.
thians xii, 12, 13, the one Body and the one
anointing delinitely mentioned, with its tre-
mendously striking and impressive statement
that: **...... as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of the body,
heing many, are onc body; so also is (the)
Christ "—the definite article there: ... the
(‘hrist.”’ Tt is no new thing perhaps to most
of us, but it has to be brought again before us
in this particular conncetion ; for what is
clearly said there is this, that this anointing
upon the Lord Jesus is a collective and cor-
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porate anointing, and that for present and
future universal purposes Christ is so vitally
one with all His members that the members,
joined to the Head, have the effect of being
onc Ghrist. Not meaning that Christ ceases to
have a personal and separate existence, but
now, for the manifestation and expression of
Himself, and for the full realisation of Himself,
He is no longer just a scparate individual

- entity, He is the Head of a Body, and He is

Head and Body by the Holy Spirit. The Holy-
Spirit has made the Head and the members one
entity, which is called *° the Christ.,”” * For
in onc Spirit were we all baptised into onc
hody, whether Jows or Greeks, whether hond
or free; and were all made to drink of onc
Spirit,” the Spirit of the anointing, the Spirit
of the Anointed, the Christ, onc Christ, the
Christos, the Anointed—a tremendous state-
ment ! Thus the assembly  becomes  the
anointed vessel, the Body of Christ, anointed in
union with Him : “ But he that is joined unto
the Lord is one spirit.”’ Now to give a single
emphasis to that I read the passage from
Iixodug xxx. in conncction with the making
of the holy ancinting oil and underline the
clause : L. thou shalt anoint the tent of
meceting.” Bvervthing else in it and about it
was to be anointed likewise, but I svlect the
inclusive and comprehensive thing @ ¢ thou
shalt anoint the tent of mecting,” that is the
assembly. It is the tent of meeting, the tent
of the congregation, the tent of the assembly,
and it is Lo be anointed.

Corporate Anointing.

Now Jet me just say a few words on the
matter of corporate anointing,

This matter of corporate anointing with
which many of us are so familiar has to be
brought into view as the Lord leads. Lot me
suy the simplest thing about this, that the New
Testament knows nothing of merely separate,
individualistic anointings. I did not say in-
dividual anointing, I said individualistic anoint-
ings. Of course, you will have to understand
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the usage of words to appreciate that dis-
tinction. The anointing does come upon us
individually as members. We are not nil one
member, but many, and every member is
anointed, but there is a difference between an
individual anointing and an individualistic
anointing. That which is individualistic would
mean that the member is a separate thing,
something apart, detached. That is what we
mean by individualism, which is one of the
isms that is not recognised by the Lord. It
goes into the category of false teaching; in-
dividualism. That is, that which makes any
man or woman something in themselves apart,
a law unto themselves, a separate entity ; one
by themselves doing their own work, thinking
their own thoughts., even religiously and
spiritually. There is no such thing in the eyes
of the New Testament as indivdualistic anoint-
ing. Let me put that in another way. There
are net so many anointings as there are in-
dividual members of the Bedy of Christ,
While every member will receive the aneinting,
it will always be the aneintlng and net his
aneinting er her aneingmng; it. will always. be
the ene aneinting. Yew de net reseive e
aneinting and 1 anether.
mere plaimy Yaw de net receive one Hely

Sivit and 1 reeeive anether Hely 8pirit.

gFe are net §o many Hely Spirits as there
are believers. There is ene Hely S8pirit.
“here is one body, and one Spirit...... One
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all...... " The anointing is one
anointing and that anointing is not, in the
first .place, given to the members, That
anointing is made to reside on and within the
Lord Jesus as Head of the Body. It is the
Head which receives the anointing always.
The rest of the Body gets this benefit by
reason of its relation to the Head, conies into
the good of the anointing by bemg organically
united with the Head. And the anointing is
upon the Lord Jesus as Head of the Body the
Church. Oumr receiving of the angintmg is as
we come into the Body of Christ and under the
sovercign Headship of the Lord Jesus as
anointed. This ene aneinting is for all members,
but only by reasen of eorporate and erganie
uhign  witli CEhrist as Head. So that the
aneinting is en@ &ﬁemnﬁg aRd Ret  Maly
aneintings:

i the members share in the
aReIntIRg, b\yt ﬁew de sf» ?E el mg
from the rest, iR the o

that has a very wide mge 9 mﬁamﬁg

1 ean put that

God is against Division.

That, in the first place, means that Ged
recognises no independence, spiritual indepen-
dence on the part of His people. God never
goes with a spirit of independence.. God never
goes with a spirit of separation. Ceod never
goes with a spirit of detachment. Naw 1 am
afraid I must come back and be very elemen-
tary in explaining that. I am saylng “a
spirit of detachment,” * a spirit of separetion.”
There are times when by reason of denial of
foundational verities of the faith there has te
be withdrawing, but that is net a spiri¢ ef
separation in t e sense In whish I ami using
the term. 1 mean that dispesition t8 be ex:
elusive, te be separate, te be detaehed, te Work
apart, to forsake the assembling ef euwrselves
tegether, te8 werk and aet independently of
ether believers with whem the Lerd has jeined
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prayed the prayer of Johr: -~wvii: ... that
they may all be one ; ewr :< thou, Father,
art in me, and 1 in thee, thi; fivy also innty be
one in us." That is the pt.iver with whieh
He goes to Calvary, and ;hat prayer was
answered in Calvary. That prayer lias been
wholly and fully answered in the cross. Beloved,
san and I in Christ will never be more one than
wec are. You say that is a poor look-out ! In
ourselves the oneness may be weak and lacking
but in Christ you and | are organically one,
sharing one life. In the Christ Who is at the
right hand of Godl there is the unity of the bomn
anew ones which can never be improved upo:i.
That is a testimony in heaven. The Body is

"BfHWe

20



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 12 - Searchable

one, says the Word ; it is one in Him, in the
Head. The Holy Spiritt"s presence in all the
members of the Body - constitutess a oneness
deeper than consciousness, reason, feelin
recognition ; a very life basis, a oneness ?ﬁ
constituted duog down in every ghild ef Ged
like the oneness which exists between the
Father and the Son, and when we get to heaven
although then we shall enjoy that eneness te
the fidl without interferen@e ef this eld-man-
element which divides and limits the fellowship
now, when we get to heaven and enjey it we
will not be more one then in reality than we are
now. It will be manifested. & are never
commanded to make the unity ef the Spirit,
we are exherted to keep it, to guard it. That
means that first ef all we miist take it as exist-
ing. The body is ene, 86 alse is the Christ.
He prayed that prigyer as He went to the eress,
and In the eress that prayer was answered.
The testimeny- 6f Jesus ineluees that great teuth
that by His eress He has eenguered the Enemy,
and destroyed that part of the Enemy’s Wwerk
whieh brought disruption inte Ged’s ereatien.
And in the new ereation that spirifwal, erganie
eneness 1s net enly reeevered but established
beyend the reach ot again beifg destreyed. We
shall eome to the enjeyment of it eflly as we
eome to heaven, as we leave earth. T am net
speaking literally, I am speaking spiritually.
As we are linked with anything en this earth
whieh is ef a dividing eharacter, then we miss
the glery of the eneness ef the Bedy and the
eneness of Christ. The mere earth-beund we
arg religisusly, ﬁeelséaﬁéuealw the mere we
fail of that Heavenly res i'tW ef the eneness of
the Bedy. OF I8 %HE Eher way. the
Mere W& EBME 18 BHF. ERV‘BH gsftten e
MEFE We f!ﬁﬂ it m 8§§l ¢ 13 allgW Mah-ma 9
SYStems, GHEVEES 1hFQ gFBl{B

9 SFRE% apnd ewex aur {Ves. WG aR7 J

e HRiEy s !H E & Hif

Set freg becadhse
n@evsn and as we cBme % Ragvenfigs WS
EOME I8 § sém?ﬁ,sw EFe é Ei?m Seen i {ts
n@ﬁ&%@ m AS GOME as e
gf?lm 8f that E@itsm%x thererere, 8{?@

Wi making ene Bedy, an E @ Bedy Becomes
giie by the Spirit.

Organic Oneness.

1 have often iillustretied these spirithual things
by the human body and its double system of
control. This body of ours physically is a
unity. While it has many members, organs
and functions, yet it is a unity, ‘dard it is made
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an organic unity, one thing, by a double system
of control. One is the blood system, the other
is the nerve system. The blood system makes
the body a whole as an organic living thing.
Strangle any one member, stop the circulation,
and before long that member cesases to be an
aetlve part of that organism. The whole blood
system makes the boedy a single active living
uiity. The ether Is the nerve system. We
knew that every needle peint of this entire
physteal bedy 1s g@ verned and eontrelled by the
fiefve system. New this whole nerve system
has its base in the head, se that we eannot
teueh jli@ fiest minute p@lnt with the finest
needle "witheut teuehing the head and regls-
tering that teueh by reason of the head. The
head it is that registers all thiet, We know it
by reasen ef the base of the nervous system
in eur heads. We have sald that If yoeu take a
needle and you understand the braln, and with
a fine needle go frem peint te paint in the
brain yeu ean put ewt of aetion ﬁﬁ%f member
of the bedy. Yeu ean put the fﬁht hand
completely sut of astion by just touehing with
a needlepeint in the . brein. Yew ean put
tit the whele ef that side by teuching 8 peint in
the brain. New the Bedy of Christ 15 a eeunter-
part of that spicitually.

Omneness in Life.

The blood system which makes our physical
betlies one organically while in action, has its
eounterpart in the Divine life that is given to
us in new birth. We reeeive life in Christ and
that life in the whele beey is ene life. The
%F@ﬁt eirewiation of Divine life threugh the

ody is the basis of, net enly the eneness, but -
fe%gws BpEfcss I F@i figh o OhFist if the

is strangled, ﬂ'E eiFciation i3 Nt
gEFIi £ sfts w‘%sn@-%% 8{‘ he %eew is
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other way round ; when all the members have
a full tide of Divine life flowing uninterrupted
and unhindered, then you get amighty corpor-
ate movement. That is how it was at the
beginning. Now Ananias and Sapphira repre-
sent the Enemy’s cffort to interfere with that
corporate life and to check the movement of
the whole Body, and it was said to be a sin
against the Holy Ghost, and the seriousness
of that thing is just this, that Satan had inter-
fered and they, in complicity with Satan, had
threatened the entire movement of the Church
in those days. Now you have in Ananias and
Sapphira a literal outworking of that passage
in 1 Cor. iii. 16: ** Know ye not that ye are the
. temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you.” 1 Cor. vi. 19: * What?
know ye not that vour body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost, which is in you "

What I want vou to notice is that those two
passages cdo not refer to the same thing, they
are not to be put in the marginal reference as
synonvmous. This passage in chapter vi. 16
refers to our human physical body, as you
notice the context: * Flee fornication......but
he that committeth fornification sinneth against
his own body. What ? know yc¢ not that your
body |~. tho temple of the Holy Chost which is
in you.” Clearly the physical body is there in
view. Well, sin against the physical body as a
temple of the Holy Ghost is a very gricvous
thing, but this is an cven more solemn thing
in chapter three. *° Know yve not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in vou! 1f any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God destroy ; for the
temple of CGod is holy, which temple ye are.’
That is collective, corporate,; that is the
assembly.  That is not the ph\slwl body.
That is the pluml not the singular ; the ** ye

" there is the House of Goll. Now note

......

are
what God says: = If any man defile the temple
of God, him shail God destroy.” Sce how

jealous God is for the Body of Christ, the House
of God, the Assembly. Saul of Tarsus came
very ncar destruction on the Damascus Road.
Ananias and Sapphira came to judgment in
death because in truth the Devil had cap-
tured them to arrest and destroy the corporate
testimony in the House of God as it was launched
on its way in the beginning., It was a blow
against the oneness of the Body under the one
anointing, and that met this word : him
shall God destroy.”

......

Beloved, it is a terrible thing to put our

“declare themsolves Lo be Christ,

)}
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hand upon the assembly, it is a terrible thing
to touch the Body of Christ. Psalm ev. puts
that very plainly : ““...... yea, he reproved kings
for their sakes; saying, Touch mnot mine
anocinted, and do my prophets noharm.” Now
the assembly is the anointed vessel and we see
that the Encmy is ont to thwart the mighty
cficet of that one anocinting, to mtcrrupt the
progress of it. The one life is scen there
corresponding to the blood system. This is
the one life by which we move, which is our
energy ; Divine life given to us.

Oneness in Intelligence.

But then the nervous system in our pliyvsical
body has its parallel in the corporate Body of
Christ in the Holy Spirit ; He is the Spirit of
life. These two things cannot be separated,
but there is a difierence. - The Holy Spirit is
the intelligence of this oncness; the nerve
system it is by which we are made aware of

things. We have the intelligence of the whole
Boly by the nerve svstem beeause that is

registered in the Head ; and the Holy Spirit,
the one Spirit makes the Body one in action
by a rcgzstratlon of ‘the Divine mind. How
important it is to have spiritual intelligenc2 in
order to have the Body perfectly functioning.
These two things go together.  The eyes of the
heart had to be enlightened by a Spiris of
wisclom and revelation in order to sce the full
meaning of the Bodyv of Christ. That is the
Ephesian  position. The Apostle is praying-
“that that...... that.” Notice the sucees-
sive **thats ” governing his petitions, and all
those petitions are in relation to the Body's
union with Christ. The basic thing is: “

having the eyves of your heart enlightenced
there being given ™ a spirit of wisdom and reve-
lation in the knowledge of him.” We shall
blunder on and make all kinds™ of messes and
confusions if the Lord does not give us spiritual
inteliigenee 3 if we do not recognise that the
anointing is meant to hring to us intelligence
as to the Lord’s mind., 1 Johu i, 20, 27 comes
in again to our help. " And ye have an
anointing from the Holy Om, n.nd ve know all
things,” and of that is “snid, .and is true
an is no hie.””  That chaptcr, 1 John ii., i3 o
cliapter of antichrist and Christ, Christ and
antichrist,  Many antichrists shall come and
assume  the
gorb of Christ, the language of Christ, the
phmsoolot" of Christ, the doctrine of Christ,
many of the ways of Christ ; but still antichrist,

------
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go subtle, so impossible of recognition by the
ordinary intelligence even at its best. Over
against the antichrists—uwitthh their well nigh
perfect counterfeiting of Christ—is Christ the
Anointed ; but the antichrist is the ehrist
without the anointing. How are you to know
where the anointing is, that is, where the
Christ is ? The anointing in you tells yeu
whether the aneinting is there er If the aneint-
Ing 18 net there. The anelnting Is ene aneinting
and reeegnises His ewn expression, and where
He is ami where He is net. Have You get
that ? The aneinting is ene. Seme ene eF
some system comes and peses as OfFist the
Aneinted, but is net the Aneinted. Hew are
you gemg te knew that the aneinting is net
there ? By the aneinting whieh I8 1R YoM
whiehi is ere aneinting, which dees net have Hly
fellewship with that But when that which I3
gf the aneinting is present tNe aNeiNtiAg iR ¥ou

flews eut te that. That is seemenimg ORly the
aneinted epes have, semetnin € Eahnet
define, and is net semetning mental. You are

fet able te sit dewn and Pyt it 6R paper, Where
the antiehrists are wreng ; it is the aneinting v
you that tells yeu befere you 6an Feasen eF
analyse. That is fet miﬂuagigg; But yeu
kilew beeause the aneinting IN yeu teactsth
eH. “Hew de yeu kiew 7' ¥ capnet
ell you, but I knew."” That i, the Lerd iR
ime dees net let go te that, dees net flew 6idt
te that, dees net give liberty and sanctien £
that ; and T must wait until the Lord dees;
seener oF later J will have the explanatien ef
this. There is all the difference between that
and euF natwral suspiciens and prejudices.

Oh, that the Lord's people would know the
Holy Ghost and be delivered from all that
bondage which comes along the line of eternally
suspecting everything with which they come
into attack. Beloved, if in your heart the
Holy Spirit witnesses to the fact that L also
am a child of God, that is all vou want as a
basis of fellowship and we ought to flow
together ; and te refuse, that is, te vielate the
prinelple ef the eneness ef the Spirlt. Waell
now this intelligenee which eerresponels to the
nerve system is all linked up in the Head aned
that is what Paid means when he says : ** Wg
have the mind of Christ.”” How de we have the
mind of Christ i The anointing ! It does not
mean that any one of us has reached the place
where wc immediately know the Lord's will
about every detail in our lives. The anointing
docs not work out in that way immediately.
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There are many things about which you and I
are not sure as to the will of God, but we do
know this, that if wec arc walking in the spirit
and the anointing is free within us that ifi we
take or assay to take a stop out of line or out
of time witli the Lord the Spirit does not go
with us and we know that wc go on our own
to de it. This Is simple but it is true. We
have te get en with lt. The Spirit of Jesus
suffers Ws net/ It may enly be a matter of
time ; it may Be a matter ef finality, that that
is net the Lepd's will fer eur lives, The -
telligence: of the aneinting is the Eely Spirit
WhE waHld pive te ail the members the ene
mind -gf Efitist. 1 eannet eeneeive of an
BrEaRIE Hméf Raving half-a-dezen eontradie-
gB and een iieuﬂg inds: Yeu say, well hew
BY?H AEEOHRE ToF 38 many gedly, eensecrated
P@\gg@ Being entikely different in thelF attitvde
rfs GEHAIR Witl things ? 1 de net knew
tnat ¥ &m ¢alled Hpen to gtesunt foF that, and

GEHRIRY 1 am gt called Hpen t8 juege any
maq; it 1 do ventive 8 say this, that it cah
easlly Be &€ akam%ﬁ fer by thé measure il Whieh
the tress of the Lerd Jesus has been wreught
inte these lives. WHhieh means this, that still
there Hi&% Be & clinging to semething of geed
Rich 13 het the Lefd’s best, and that means
that tne Hely Spirit is net free to lead eut of
fhe ane inte the other; and there get the
difference. We are net saying whe may be
Halt 8F Whe may Be wreng, but that there are
differenees, and ft may be aeceunted for ngagiy
Ry the cress net having heen wreught suffi:
CleRtly: iR gne oF the ether. 1 am eertain ef
this, that the deeper we are baptised inte the
eath of EhFist e mere we shall knew of the :
BRENESS erg & .§g9mt; hecause that is the greund
Eﬁgﬁ WRIER the SPiFit operates, the death ef
REst. Well Dow, that cRvers seme greund as
I8 NG COFPBFALE NatHre of the aneinting. 1 is
BRI t?g‘ 2Bs B¥ Wa¥ of illistration, BUE § Uhink
I£ 15 HSeE 10 Bringing fo S the faek with whieh
g& 3{8 caling: Hiat the anginting is one, the
HE 18 8HE, Bie B3AY 15 8R6:

Anointing and the Divine Order.

Now there is a further aspect. That means
that by the one anointing wec arc brought into a
Divine order. If you like another word wiiich
is not as good a word in some senses, and yet
conveys its own meaning, wc arc brought into
a Divine system. Some people do not like that
word system, and it is always used by them in
a bad sense, but I want to redeem the word




from that realm and I want to say that themt
is a Divine system, there is a heavenly system,
there is an order of the heavens.
nacle was a pattern of things in the heavi
which means, as ** Hebrews ™ tells us, there .ire
the other things themselves which are a
heavenly. system and order; a system com-
prehensive, detailed, minute ; and the taber-
nacle is only a reflection, a type of the hesvenly
system beyond whieh must be the heavenly
order and system.

Now note, Christ and His Body are not only a
* Qe new Mam,™ they are an ordier, if you like—
a system. Christ is d by the taber-
nacle. Christ is represented by the temple,
and there you have a very detailed exhaustive
system put into operation, but both the taber-
nacle and the temple are figures net only of
Christ separate, but Christ and His people, one
people, one Bady. Se that the tabernaele and
the temple elearly represent the Chireh as a
heaveiily system. Neot man-made, net man-
eonceived. Remember that in the taberpacle
and the temple net ene fragment was lteft fer
human ideas. All human ideas abeut that
system were fruled eut. Mwairs theughts and
judgments abeut this thing had nie plase what:
ever. When it says that the Lerd filled
Bezalcel with the Hely Spirit unte all manner
of workmanship, that means that the aneinting
ruled man out and left no reem fer man's
judgment in this ; that every detall to a thread
was by government of the Spirit ; what was
to be used, how the thing was to be used, hew
the thing was to be made, the thing to be made,
everytlling by govexnment of the Spirit. It is
a heavenly system in which man has ne place
for his Judgment. Chrlst is that. The Chureh
whieh 1s His Bed# is that. And what yeu and
I have te leek for, beloeved, is the sipiritual
prineiple baek of everything in the Seriptures,
a heavenly prndiple. H we simply take the
Seriptures as they arc writien and begin te put
High inte operatien; what shall we Rave?
Vg shall Rave &n O1d Testament iemrgl% system
With priests, vestments, Fites and &l that sort
of thing. 1f we put the New Testament as it
stands i the letter inte eperatien we shall have
an earthly system.

Sisters in the Assembly.

Supposing we simply take hold of certain
injunctions in the New Testament and give
them out as such to be obeyed. Women
must wear their hats in the assembly ; that

The tni» ».-
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is in the Word of God. But supposing that
is as an injunction made a law for meet
ings ? I venture to say you will not get very
much spirituzl value out of it, probably you
will kick about it. Vou can have Chwistian
legalism just as much as you can liave Jewish
legalism. When the Apostle talks about hav-
ing the head covered and uncovered in the
case of the woman and the man, and when he
talks about women not teaching er usurping
authority over the man, and all these things,
if you put those into operation as merely eold
injunctions you will have a formal system
with very little life and prefit in it. There will
eertainly be ne wnetion, it will be ** theu shalt ™
and “1 shalt met.” And you willl apply
that with the rigidity of Remaniem and it will
resolve itself agaln te a matter of priesteraft
and man deminatien. Get baek of these things
and get the spiritual principle. There i8 &
spiFitdal prineiple Behind & Weman Wearing a
hat in the Assembly. One of the mest gIGFGNS
Fineiples, whieh will lift syt of rebellien on e &
vel of being willing te wear a Rundred Rats !
What is the principle 1 Christ is 86t ferth as Head
of the Ghureh whieh is His Eeag, BVRFYtAINg 1S
sbject te £'hrist and by reasen Bf Being suBJest
te Christ derives all its gegd: There eaR bE N
%am to anybedy by net being .sub{ssﬁ_ t8 Christ.
All- geod comes that way, all blessing eemies
that way ; the abselute severeignty- of the Lerd
JesHs ever u§ and we eempletely swrrenderin
to that is the way of blessing. He is the Hea
of tiheiman. - The head ef every main is Chrikt.”
...... and the head of the woman is the mam.™
Man is the head of the woman as Christ is the
Head of the man. *Now wives be in subjec-
tion to your own husbands.”™ *‘Hsihand,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
Church, and gave himself for it.”” What is the
principle ? That by not usurping authority
over the man and assuming the ofiice of toweher,
that is, taking the place ef soverelgnty over the
man, there is the wuphelding ef a heavenly
pFlﬁnglB; There is gdiven fo sisters in the
assembly the tremencdous honour of Fepre:
senting the heavenly principle that all prefit
comes by subjection to Christ, and that is
illustrated in the assembly by their taking that
plase. It reallly elevates them to being literally
personal representations of the principle of the
Chureh’s subjection te Christ. There must be
here some practical illustration and outworking
of a heavenly order. That is why the Lord has
given us these various means of expressing a
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heavenly order. It is o matter of the Lord’s
way of fullest blessing, and not one of law or
comparative value.

Baptism and the Lord's Table.
1 have often heen argned
with on this wise.  ** Well what is the need of
the water, of the bhaptistery 7 1t is o spiritual
thing after all ; our death with Christ, our burial
with Christ is a spiritual thing, water can make
no difference to that, and in spirit we enter into
it ; the water is not necessary.”  Does the New
Testament teach that ? The New Testament
teaches that that way is the Lord’s way, and
that that water, while it has no virtuc in itself,
while in itself it makes no difierence, that is,
the water does not put us away for ever, that
instant wo disappear under the waters does not
mean that we go ot of sight for ever; never-
theless, it is the means of a testimony, that we,
as a part of that old organism, that okl creation,
have disappeared with it from the eyes of God.
1 am not holding a brief for a mere method,
I am simply saying this is a figure, and the Lord
has given it to us as a way of testifying to a
great spiritnal reality ; but He asks for that
testimony. 1t is a part of the universality of
this work of the Lord Jesus. We have the
Loml’s 'Table. None of us believes that the
loaf literally is Christ, and that at a given
moment Christ actually enters into that picee of
bread, and that when we take that hread we
- Aiterally take Christ.: Or that the wine is
changed into the blood of Jesus Christ, which
we drink ; we do not believe that,  We might
nrgue, as many do, that we reecive life from
Christ spiritanlly and that it is all unnecessary,
Is it 7 The Word is: " Till He come,” The
Lord is axking for a representation of a heavenly
order, of a heavenly thing. Tt is not the thing
in itself, but it is the <pirit. that ix in the testi-
mony. It is not an ecdinance, it is a testi-
monhy. Now you come to the testimony which
has to do with the corporate nature of the
anointing, spiritually.  In _the baptism  we
have disappeared as o part of the old creation
from the sight of Gol.  After that God never
lonks upon a truly baptised one as a part of the
ol ereation.  He doss not look at you or me
as o bit of the old creation however much there
may be of the old man remaining. In the
death of Christ we disappoeared as a part of the
ol creation. In my baptism I took that
position. I have come to understund more
about it since I was baptised, but on the basis

We have haptism.

>

of my amount of intelligence then the Lord
accepted the whole and undertook to lead me
into it, and therefore it is not necessary to be
baplised cvery time new light is given. In
that we passed out of the old creation, In
coming up we are typically raised together with
Christ as o part of & new creation.  Bub what
is Lhe new creation 7 The new ercation organ-
ism is not like the old ereation organism which
was an organism all upset ; every joint in that
great body was dislocated 5 every function was
operating in the wrong dircction, it was a
reversed peristalsis, all working the wrong way.

The Laying on of Hands.

Now in the new creation, in resurrection
union with Christ it is an organism, not an
organisation, which is the Body of Christ.
When you have testified to the fact that you
have passed out of the old in the death of
Christ, aned passeed into the new in the vesurree-
tion of the Lord Jesus, you find you come to the
place where there is a testimony to the corporate
nature of that organism’as under the One Spirit,
the one anointing. Auvanias is sent to Saul
of Tarsus and the ‘two things go togcther.
Saul’s baptism was a testimony, and Ananias
laid his hands upon him as a testimony.  Later,
two or three years, when Paul was going out
on his life-work for which he has received the
anointing, they at Antioch laid their hands
upon him, Why ? Was that a mere form,
just a kind of courtesy 7 No, that is a Divino
principle,  And we find these hands stretehed
oul again and again--not always by apostles,
but by representative members of the Body of
Christ, acting only in a representative—not an
officinl, or ceelesiastical capacity—but in a
representative capuacity ; that is, acting for the
Rody ; reaching out their hands and laying
them upon this one and that one. A testimony
to what 7 T'he one Body ! This is an act of
identificatiom.  The hand is given as an act of
oneness 3 being laid upon the head it nieans that
that one has come under another Iead, the
Headship of Christ ; coming into the one Body
under the one Head, the one ancinting. That
laying on of hands is invariably associated with
the Holy Spirit, or the Holy Spirit is associated
with it : which mceans that the testimony to the
oneness of the Body which is borne by that
act of identification, is a testimony to the one
anginting, and the Holy Spirit Himself wit-
nesses to that one anointing ; so that Paul,
great man though he was, an elect vessel as he
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was, with the commission that he received in
such a wonderful way, cannot, with all, com-
mence his lificwork without being made by the
Lord to recognise that that life-work is the life-
work of the Body of Christ ; his ministry is the
ministry of the Body and not his ; and they,
representing the Body lay their hands upon him
and in effect say: * This aans tinett you e
going out to our ministry and we are with you ;
we shall always be with you in it spirigwsllly in
prayer.” Never think of yourselves as men
who have gone out from the Chureh to fulfil
your own life-work, but as those whe go out
with the chureld to fulfil the ministry of the
church. There is a great deal of difference, and
that truth is to be malntained.

We are often charged with having extra-
ordinary phraseology. There has got to be a
good deal of correcting of phraseology, and it is
not that the phraseology which we use is wrong
phraseology. Again and again we hear people
talk about the Chinese Church, the African
Chureh, the American Church, the English
Churclb; that there shall be established a
Chureh in Afriea, or a Church in India, or a
Chureh in China, That phraseology is wrong
te the reet, and abselutely centrary to the New
Testaiment, and Paul never used phraseolog
like that. The Chureh, the Bedy of Christ, is
ne, and the enly right way te speak of it is te
say, the Chiirel in Afriea, the Chureh in China,
the Chureh in Bgypt ; ene Churel, ene Bedy.
YoH say there may fet be mieh in Pnrases:
Isgy 7 “There i3 & 1ot in phraseslegy ¥ 1f the
Ne\v Testament prineiples had beeR maintained
What & strength thers wetld have heen. QHS:

8sthg &vehy mgﬂ_ﬁ‘ﬂd weman that had geie

FIL " WIER "tNe “Bivine esmmission had gene

FR with the whele Bedy ef Christ behind
Iem,; What 8 different stery wakld have heen
fﬁla; 1f the Body ef saints had committed
femselves 18 stand with these twe as they

et £0 different 1ands; What & different stery.
THEEE S Spi "ﬁ'x’:i’l' valie in that.  That was the

eRning oF e |R¥in 81 of hands as they sent
them 18FR ; they 3aid, - YVe ahe goimg \Wikh Xom,
this is net yeuF ministry it is Burs.” 1tis &
Divine order, a heavenly erder, and we have

to look back of things for spiritual principles ;
and here is the principle of the oneness of the
Body back of all. As we recognise that, and
come into line with it, then the anointing is
manifested. Do we want to know the real
value of the anointing i We can know it if we
come into the heavenly order. Iff we violate
the heavenly order and begin to organise the
Lord's work and do things as men do things in
the Church, if the Holy Ghost does not choose
and appoint, but we do it by ballot, or in any
other way, we may miss the anointing. 1t is
the Holy (Jhost Who should choose the elders
in the House of (lod. * Separate me"'—
different from : * Let us have a committee and
ask so and so to do this and that and sovnething
else.” A heavenly order carries with it the
anoimtiwgy; violation of "the heavenly order
means we have to take the responsibility
ourselves,

These things are important in order that we
should know the blessednesss and greatness of
the anointing. The anointing is power. Now
the Olid Testament men were anointed with a
horn of oil, and the typology of the Oldl Testa-
ment makes a horn always to be the symbol of
strength, and the oil a type of the Spirit. * Tlhe
Spirit of the Lord ecame mightily upon David
frem that day forwsant],” because Samuel had
taken the hern of oll and anointed him. *° But
ye shall reeeive power, after that the Hely
Ghest is eime upon yeu : ' but remember the
coming of the Spirit carvies with it the faet
that we have parted with all erders made by
man and ceme inte the heavenly erder. That
is invelved. And se the pewer ef the aneinting
is expressed an the greund of very definite laws,
the faw of & Reavenly order, ani Christ repre:
sents that heavenly arder, fer after all it is only
learning Chrst. Pt is net s8 muweh a study ef
Eﬂﬁﬁp 83 a3 eoming te know the Lord, and e

new the Lerd is te de things in the way the
Lord watld da them, and net as map weuld dg
them. 'The mere we knew the Lard, the mere
we fealise the difference between the way
that man dees things and the way the Lerd
weuld de them.

T. A-S.
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The Bible Study Course

Brroke the next issue of the Wirnvass aNp
TesTiMoxy the second set of papers for the
above will be dim. We rejoice to have had
such a large and hearty response to the co trso,
and trust that those who have taken it up are
finding that the work is worth while. We have
heard of a few who find the Genesis and Romans
papers a little difficult, and we are preparing a
paper in connection with these by which we
hope to make things easier, and to help in
getting more immediately to what was in our
mind in setting those papers. If any who have
enrolled are decided that they will not go on
with the next papers, we shall be glad if they
will let us know, so that we may be spared the
work and expense in eonneetion with sendin
the papers. We do net expeet that many wi
dre)) out, but we weuld just say te any whe are
net wsed te systematie study, and are finding it a
bit diffiedlt,  Yoh e FwRe D MR M e
goed ef this wark if yeu will stiek €8 it len
gnevgh te ferm the study habit.” It wi
interest these whe are deing this werk &8 knew
that they are linked By thelr studies oF enrel-
ment With the Lord's ehildren 1R & gf&% AR
g{%{aﬁg{ﬁ:ﬁﬂgm Eglifernia t8 Ehina Vi BUFepE,;

For any who desire to enrol for the first sec-
tion wc repeat the information which we gave
at the commencement of this ministry.

The object of this Bible Study Coumse is to
seek to provide a means whereby a foundation

may be laid for such as have not had a groumdl-
ing in the Scriptures, and who are consciuos
of their need of such, It is, however, not our
aim to just make possible a knowledge of the
letter of the Word, that is, the mere eontent of.
the books of the Bible, but to lead to a sipiritual
understanding, so that heart as well as mind may
be instrueted and enlightened. The methed i§
to provide a line for the gathering ef relevant
material, and to eonelude frem the Werd ef
Ged in general what it spiritwellly implies eF
indieates. The Werd of God is its ewn teaclier,
but euri ebjeet 1s te direst study aleng lines
whieh will bring abeut this effeet:.  Within this
eompass several different lines are fellewed iR
222 different papers eemprising the guarterly
§:

L. You enrol by sending your name and
address (whether M, Mrs, Miss, etc.) to—

Mr. T. Awstim-§pakis,
Heathticld,
Kilcreggan,
Dumbartonshire, Scotland,

2. There is a minimum charge of one shilling
per quarter to cover postages, printing, ete.

3. There is no correspondence ; neither are
there any examinations.

Although wc cannot take up ndence
in connection with the studies, we shall be glad
to hear from time to time how you are getting
on, and whether you find your studies helpful.
Should you decide to discontinue please let us
know.
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In Touch with the Throne

Some Considerations on the Prayer-Life

(Continued.)

Reaping : Nchemiah iv. 9, 17, 20.

Ephesians vi. 18,

Prayer as Warfare,

TuE Christian life has very often been likened
to a warfure, and very often the appeal has been
macde to come and join the ranks, and to enter
into the battle of the Lord. DBut there is an
irregularity about such an appeal, beenuse, while
it is true that there is such a warfare and such a
militant company, the real consciousness of the
fight, of the battle, of the warfare, is not existent
until you are saved, until you wre with the
Lord. 'T'he unconverted do not know anything
about this battle; for them it is something
merely reported, spoken about, objective,
outside of themselves, and of which they have
altogether confused or wrong ideas; and it is
not until we are really in Christ that we either
know the reality of the battle or understand its
truc nature. But it is not just the warfare of
the Christian life in the general and ordinary
sense with which we are concerned here at this
time. It is that warfare which is cspecially
connccted with, and related to the full testi-
mony of the Lord Jesus. The general concep-
tion of Christian warfare is that which has to do
with evils and wrongs and vices and the things
in this world &nd in human conditions which
ought to be otherwise : and it is there that the
mistaken apprehiension of the unconverted mien
and women is found.  They think that to enter
into the Christian army means to go out to
battle with the evils and the wrongs and tle
vices thet ahovnd in this world.  But when you
really conme into toueh with the full testimony
of the Lord Jesus, you. very soon develop
another consciousness, that it is not merely evily
antl wrongs and sins that you are having to deal
with, but with spiritual forees, intelligent,
cunning, artful, venomous, malicious forees,
back of everything else. It s that warfare
with which we are concerned just now. That
which is related to the full testimony of the
Lord Jesus, as to His nbsolute and perfect

Sovercignty and Lordship in this universe, and
that warfare is not with things, but with
spiritual persons headed by o great spiritns
personage, the Evil One.

Spiritual Conflict implies a’ Spiritual Position.

That warfare is related to o position. It is o
consciousness which only comes to us in o
certain realm.  You may he a Christian, and as
a Christian you may realise that you are up
ageinst  adversities, difliculties, oppositions,
things which make the Christian life strenuous
and full of conflict, and call out all the militunt
fectures of life, and yet you may not have
entered into ultimate things of the testimony of
the Lord Jesus, and the ultimate realm of the
battle of the saints. But if you come s o
believer to a revelation of the fulness of Christ
in His personal Sovercignty and Lordskip, in -
the greatness of the work of His cross in every
realm, and then into the light of the Church
which is His Body, you cnter immediately into
a new rcalm of conflict, the battle changes its
character, and you begin to develop a conscious-
ness, or a consciousncss begins to grow in you
that you are up against something far more
sinister, far more intelligently cvil than those
wrongs that abound in the world.  You beecome
incrcasingly conscious that it is the Devil
dircetly and nakedly, with his forces, that you
arc having to do. -But that consciousncss is
bound up with a- specific position, and the
experience of Lelievers is that as they go on with
the Lord, which mcans going upward, away
from the earthlies to the heavenlies, more and
morc away from the old creation to the new
creation lie, more and more away from the flesh
to the spirit, the more closely do they come into
contact with the ultimate spiritual forces of the
universe, and the conflict assumes new forms,
the warfare takes o new character. Tt is o war-
fare Jinked up with a specific position to which
the Dbelicver comes, the conscionsness wkhich
comes in only in a certain realm. 1t is in o
fuller measure & spiritucl warfare, and being a
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gpiritual warfare, it presupposes a spiritual
state on the part of the believer.

To put that in another way, the more spiritual
we heeome, the more spitiimil docs the warfare
become : raid the more spiritual the warfare is
in our consciousness, in our knowledge, so we
may realise that more spiritual have wc become.
When we are carnal our warfare is carnal, and
1 refer to bdievers, not to unbelievers; the
unbeliever is not spoken of as carnal, he is
natural—when we arc carnal as believers, our
warfare is carnal and with carnal weapons.
That is, wec meet men on their own level, we
answer back the challenge of men with that
with which they challenge us. 1f they come
out in argument we counter them with argu-
ment, if they come out with reason we meet
them with reasom, if they come out with fierce
temper we meet them in the heat of the flesh,
if they conic but to us with criticism, well, we
give them what they give us, and try to go one
better, meeting them always on their own level.

That is carnal warfare, with carnal weapons.
When we cease to be carnal and quit all carnal
ground and become wholly spiritual, we find
eurselves In a new realm back of men, dealin
with spiritual ferees and riet with merely caria
forees direstly. Weé have eeme iiite tedeh with
semething baek ef earnal man, and the earnal
man is wtterly helpless in the presenee of a
spiritual man, fer the simple reasen that he
eannet get the spiritual man te eeme dewn 6
Ris level; therefore he is disarmed, seener oF
later he will have te reeegnise that that man
is his superier ; but the speriorty is not Just
in that the spiritual man i3 en & new level, it i3
tnat he i3 m s&mgé, fiet the man natwraly, but
the ferees baek Bf the man. 1t is spiritual
WArfare new ; we eease 8 light after the flesh,
and we eease te Hght man. We cease te hagile
WIth flesh, sur WaHaFe i3 il anetner realm alte-
g@th_%r-,; bt that represents spiritual advanee
“ga Fitual grewth, it represents Spiritiatiy; an

Ren we eeme inte real spiritual waifare &
SPIFitHal Stats IS pre-si gg@%&; IR that realm
the Natural Man's FESOHFCES AFE UEIRFIY Useless,
they arg rFuleq sut, and for that warlese enly
spifitual @guipmenf, is either permissible ©F
etfestive. Then the warfare Is with spiritual
Weapons, sgimual receurees, spiritual equip-
ment. Se Ephesians vi. finds us in the heaven-
lies, battling, net with flesh and blooad, but with
prineipalities and pevwers, but we are equipped
gitg a spiritual armeur, elad In the armeour of

aq.
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The Prayer-Life—the Ohjgective of the Enemy.

Now that is all prelimimany. What we are
coming to immediately as the thing of basic
importance for us, having seen the nature of
our warfare, is that the battlefield of this war-
fare is prayer. When the Apostle has shown
us the whole panoply of God, the armour iin
all its parts, and exhorted us to take it up and
to stand and withstand, he, as it were, spreads
the ground under our feet and says : * Wiith alll
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and wetch-
ing thereunto with all perseverance aml suppliee-
tion for all saints.” The battleground of this
warfare is prayer. What 1 mean is this, that
this battle is won on the ground of prayer, that
these forces are dealt with and defeated on the
ground of prayer, and that being so, the chief
objective of the enemy is the Pragyariifie of the
believer. That is the focal point of all the
enemy’s attention and strategy ; it is the prayee-
liffeudTtiliCliodideeer. Noowif fwuaaiddeanopee Hann
that, that is the supreme thing for aur grasping,
for eur recognition. We have said the mest
impertant thing that ean be sald in this éennee-
tiel. The feeal peint of all the enemy’s atten-
tien and strategy is the erlife ef the
believer. 1f hie €an By any mealis destrey that
e has gained the H:Q?;; he has defeatdrd _the
SAINtS; RE has fristrated the ends of God. } 8
SBET{N' 18IS ARRVEE, nB?féi‘éﬁﬂfﬂl v@ﬁ@ﬁ%@ﬂ&& ;
Hlenily ansis Ry ; T TRhis HIE peaye
fife of Hie he 1;\4%& And he fghts It IR varioHs

ays. f‘iﬁ.ﬁEB A\l e RERMs It A1BHE preveniative
IREs; 1R e HIFFEH%P fgf@%‘fﬂf ; 81 nere

A {0 bR R Hsmsp OHs R%g and’ GoRMiet 8
gt Jar&y-sr-- st BRIV 13 PEAY: HE {8 Nave li?y‘i]F
T8 g6t BEAYer AR There i HSthiing Ji t
FRABE 8f RIS Wit aRd SHIFJHIIHQ {1‘11 Eﬁ?qf IRess ai
L it e e AT
Eh!g\%rf}%&& it WH{_ & & BHQX“\ fBP Hg if We
EBNEENEFAIE HPBH HIAt JHSE NOW:

The Battle for Prayer.

1 am quite sure that 1 find th? aereement
of mest of the Lerd's pesple when 1 say that ene
ef the mest diffisult things, if net the mest
diffigult thing, is to he able to gt te prayer, e
give ourselves to prayer, and that when we
contemplate prayer then we meet a host of
difficulties unsuspected, unforeseen, suddenly
rising up as ambushed forces breskimg out upon
us. Anything to prevent prayer! It Is so!
I am not saying semething that you do not
knew, but I am saying 1t in erder that you may
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ccognisc it clearlly, definitely, deliberately, and
face the factt; that it is not just ordimary cir-
cumstances, hut it is designed, a well-laid
scheme of the enemy to prevent prayer. The
enemy, rather than object to, will promote
occupation witli a thousand and one tllings for
the Lord if thereby he can crowd out prayer.
1lke dinesmot wvitnd! lnowr lugy wie @ieiin tine Lomils
work, he does not mind how often we are found
preaching, eonducting meetings, deing the
many-sided work of the Lord, as we may eall it ;
he knews qulte well that all the werk fer the
Lord which is net founded upen uHumphant
spiritual prayer, will eaunt for little er nothing
i the lehg rm, and will break dewn. 1 say
fie daes nat mind you werking: Werk fer the
Lord a8 hard as you ean, hut if ¥eu leave out
gr%ysr od Wil 1iBt %FGB[HEII%B VEFY mueh, and

% of the §Hhﬂ%¥'ﬁ-§ of i enemy i 18 GeL S
S Yg $8 8eeHPIEd, S8 MuEN B8R th 9%8 & th 9

Hish Wit —-—alé 9 th m —{hings foF the Lord,
F & WBF fh g fﬂ” 8HE B?FWFF 1

fﬁg 1f ?{ és%ﬁ“‘?wﬁ& n.” ¥ qng

8H§ an
\Lg[; acece

%m feaf mu ga SHr imsr@éfé
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