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Chapter 1 - The Way of Sovereignty
I thank you, dear friends, for the warmth of your welcome back again. In what our brother Harrison said about the link resulting in his being here, I wasn't quite sure as to whether I was to be blamed, or to be praised! I'm afraid I must leave that uncertainty with you, but he seemed to feel that it wasn't such a bad thing. I trust that it's working out that way, I believe it is.
Now without any further loss of time in that way, let us get to the Word. And I ask you, first of all, to look at a fragment in one of the best-known chapters in the Bible, in the gospel by John, chapter three. And the fragment that I'm lifting out of this so well-known story, is at verse 8: "The wind bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth. So is every one that is born of the Spirit."
I want to bracket alongside of that three other fragments from the book of the Acts chapter 2, verse 2: "And suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of a rushing of a mighty wind and it filled all the house where they were sitting." Chapter 11, verse 17: "If then, God gave unto them the like gift as He did also unto us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I should withstand God?" In chapter 15, verse 10: "Now therefore, why tempt ye God that ye should put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers, nor we, were able to bear."
Back to our original fragment, John 3:8 "The wind bloweth where it listeth." Here the Lord is drawing a similarity between the wind and the Holy Spirit. He says, "the wind bloweth where it listeth, so is every one that is born of the Spirit". This similarity between wind and the Spirit is not peculiar to this passage, as you know. There are other places where the two are brought together. For instance, in Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, "Come oh thou wind and breathe upon these bones..." and the Spirit entered into them.
Two Things: the Wind and the Spirit.
Everybody knows that on the day of Pentecost it was the day of the Holy Spirit coming as the sound of a mighty rushing wind. Now, the point that the Lord makes here is that of the absolute sovereignty vested in the Holy Spirit - His perfectly free and independent action. He says, "There are some things that you don't know - whence it cometh or whither it goeth, we know not". Some things you don't know, but as to the fact and the effect, there is no gainsaying that, there is no question about that. The wind... and we're not talking about a soft gentle breeze now, the wind is indisputable. Ability, or no ability to understand and explain, it makes no difference; it's the fact, that matters. Fundamentally it's the fact that matters, not whether you can explain the thing, or define this thing.
The greatest of all facts, dear friends, the greatest of all facts in relation to God and man, is the Holy Spirit. Everything, even Christ, even the work which He has done, all the meaning and value of His cross, and of His Person, of His incarnation, of His atonement, of His heavenly glory, and everything else, depends entirely upon the Holy Spirit, to become of any value to us. He said that, "It is expedient for you that I go away, if I go not away the Spirit will not come" clearly implying, "It is far more important that the Spirit should come, than that I should stay in the flesh".
Everything depends upon the Holy Spirit. There's no vital relationship with God apart from the Holy Spirit; no living Christian experience apart from the Holy Spirit; no knowledge or understanding of Divine things apart from the Holy Spirit; no fruitfulness in life or service apart from the Holy Spirit; no transformation into the likeness of Christ apart from the Holy Spirit.
Now I, of course, could stay for a week or more, speaking on the Holy Spirit, but that is not the message for this morning in general. The particular aspect of this matter for this present moment is that of the absolute sovereignty of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit's absolute demand to have His own way, to have His own way, which demand will be refused or resisted at the expense of your spiritual life. This is a life-or-death matter: the Spirit being sovereign, with all that that means. Well, that is clearly borne out by this very simile of the wind, the wind blowing.
When the wind really blows, and we hardly need to pause to say that there is nothing indefinite about the Holy Spirit, nothing uncertain about the Holy Spirit. If there is one thing that marks the Holy Spirit from the first reference to Him in Genesis 1:2, "the Spirit of God brooded upon the face of the sea" to the last reference at the end of the book of the Revelation, "The Spirit saith come". If there's one thing about the Holy Spirit from beginning to end, it is: He's always positive, always positive, always very definite. And if you know anything about the wind really blowing, you know that the wind takes charge. It takes charge.
Have you ever really been in a hurricane? Have you ever really been at sea in a raging storm? Have you ever been in the presence of a strongly blowing wind? You know how futile it is to try to resist. The wind takes charge. "So is every one that is born of God", according to the Divine thought: taken charge of, taken over, taken out of their own hands, out of their own power, out of their own reason - taken over. Everything into His hands. Now, that's the New Testament teaching about the Holy Spirit, that is the very basis of a true Christian life and because that is not recognised, acknowledged and accepted by so many who bear the name of Christian, for that very reason there is so much that is indefinite, uncertain, unsure, wavering, vacillating, double-minded, undependable about so many Christians. Do you notice how meticulously careful the apostles were about this matter?
Look at the book of the Acts. Well, Philip went down to Samaria and preached Christ to them. The Spirit started moving, there's no doubt about it, and many came to the Lord; many came to the Lord. The apostles which were at Jerusalem heard of this, what did they do? Did they say, "Well, this is good news, this is fine! We rejoice in this!" No, they probably didn't say that, but they went down and when they were come down they looked into this thing and what happened? They did not just accept it as it was, "Then, then lay their hands upon them that they might receive the Holy Spirit". And do you notice that procedure was followed carefully, meticulously all the way through?
With Paul, he came to Ephesus and found certain disciples. Sensing a certain lack or weakness, he was perplexed perhaps, throws about in his mind: "Now, what's this? They are disciples, they are Christians, they know their Old Testament..." Apollos, that man mighty in the Scriptures, that's a good Old Testament foundation. That's the only Bible, of course, that existed, but there's something here... they've got the name, the profession, the Scriptures, but there's something here lacking. "Oh! Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" he asked. Can you believe? Can you believe without receiving the Holy Spirit? I leave you to answer that question.
Here's a case in point: there was a flaw in their foundation, we'll not deal with that, but here it is. How careful they were, "We have not so much as heard that the Holy Spirit is". He'd got his finger on them in this part, hadn't he, he had right discernment. Well, then he got busy on this situation and they received the Holy Spirit. He laid his hands upon them and they received the Spirit. Here is the complement of faith, the complement of said faith, the completion: the Holy Spirit.
My point is, how careful were the apostles about this matter, not just taking things at their face value, but making very sure, very sure, for anything short of this would be disastrous. Sooner or later it would be disastrous. Making sure about this, that these people had really received the Holy Spirit. Why? Why? For this one reason only, that when the Holy Spirit really is present within, the sovereignty of that life from centre to circumference is taken over by the Spirit of God and that individual is no longer in possession of themselves, no longer in their own sovereignty, no longer on the ground of their own rights; the Spirit has taken over everything. The Wind takes over. And if there's one thing about the wind, when it really gets going it demands submission, absolute submission. So is every one that is born of God!
A life under the aegis of the Holy Spirit is a committed life; it cannot be otherwise. You're not under the aegis of the Holy Spirit if you are not committed; a state of controversy will be going on between you and the Spirit of God until that point is reached where complete and utter submission is given to Him.
Look at the Lord Jesus. The Spirit came upon Him as He moved out into His life vocation. There was a point at which it is written of Him, "Jesus, from that day, set His face as a flint to go up to Jerusalem..." See what that meant? All that was involved in that we know and He knew, but He set His face steadfastly as a flint, to go up to Jerusalem. He is committed, He is committed, He is under the Spirit's government.
You know, when you travel by air, you travel a long distance by air, there is always a point at which the pilot knows to be the point from which there's no turning back. They've gone too far to turn back, it would be far more fatal to turn back if anything goes wrong than to go on. From this point, it's the only thing to do, whatever happens, is to go on, we're committed. Jesus went all the way, from the day when the Spirit came upon Him, in His heart He'd gone all the way. There was no turning back, He set His face steadfastly. I repeat, a life under the Holy Spirit's government, is a committed life from which there ought to be no turning back.
Have you reached that point of committal? Have you really reached that point of committal? As we say, all the books burned behind, all the bridges with a past destroyed, blown up. Committed. The Wind! Take a look, the Spirit is in the position of mastery: subduing, controlling, a force which subdues every other force in us; every other force in us. We'll see that working out in a moment. So the first thing (and dear friends, I keep very strictly to the Scriptures in what I'm saying, you know this is so) the first thing about the Holy Spirit as the Wind from heaven and as seen on the day of Pentecost, is the great foundation of the dispensation which is the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, is that He just takes everything into His hands and demands that place of absolute sovereignty.
You're going to argue with the wind? You know, it's futile to argue with a hurricane. It's futile to try out conclusions with a mighty rushing wind, you'll either be disastrously broken, or gloriously broken! It's possible to be gloriously broken, but everything of Christ comes along that line of following the Spirit.
The next thing about the wind is that the wind chooses and takes its own course. You cannot tell the wind which way to go, or to come. You cannot dictate to the wind as to what its choice should be, this or that, the Wind just chooses its own course and takes its own course - so is everyone born of God, born of the Spirit. The Spirit demands the right to do this with us, dear friends, to choose His course with us, and to take His course with us. He demands the right to do it.
Now, Peter is a very splendid example of this whole thing, in a very real sense, Peter is the embodiment of all that I'm saying. It's not without significance, that it's Peter who is the foremost figure on the day of Pentecost, not without significance, I've said. What significance? Why, the very significance of Peter himself! Remember the last words that the Lord said to Peter in the old regime before the Ascension? "Simon, when thou wast young thou girdest thyself and wentest wheresoever thou wouldest, but when thou art old, another shall gird thee and carry thee whither thou wouldst not". Whither thou wouldest, whither thou wouldest not, naturally. Here you have Peter, present with his own natural temperament, this mercurial man... what a descriptive word that is, have you ever spilled some mercury on the ground and tried to pick it up again? And get it back again? Why, you've got to go after it in all directions! And when you think you've got it, you haven't! That's Peter, isn't it? Simon... very descriptive... the old Simon: his temperament, his natural makeup and constitution and disposition, diving off all the time. Frustrated in one way, he is off in another. "Thou wentest withersoever thou wouldest" so Paul has got Peter well summed up: "Whither thou wouldest - you dictated your own course. You chose your own way. You followed your own likes and dislikes and preferences. You were the sovereign of your own life and, as you thought, of your own destiny, but Another... Another shall gird thee, Another shall gird thee. That belongs to your spiritual immaturity all that, your spiritual maturity is going to be marked by this: Another shall gird thee and carry thee whither thou, the old Simon, wouldest not go. This Spirit that will gird you will work quite contrary to your own makeup, your temperament, your disposition, and make it impossible for you just to do as you like, or as you are disposed to do. Another shall gird thee...". The Wind chooses its own course and takes it. So is everyone born of God.
Peter on the day of Pentecost came under the mighty girding and now the battle between old Simon and new Peter begins. Next thing, as you know, Acts chapter 10, Peter is on the housetop praying. He's been fasting and praying and he becomes very hungry, and falls into a trance, and sees a vision. Remember the story of the sheet let down full of unclean creatures and a voice, "Arise Peter, kill and eat!" Old Simon rises up and says, "Not so Lord!" How we mix things up don't we, when we get into that realm of nature. "Lord..." that word won't do, that word won't do when it's our saying, "Not so". You cannot say, "Lord" and at the same time say, "not so". And three times this happened, and it, the vision, passes and Peter's called.
Well, you know the rest of the story, don't you? There arrived the three men from Caesarea, Cornelius the Centurion, knocking at the door. Read the story, I haven't time to just go over it again. Peter was girded, the Lord said, "Go with them, go with them!" the Spirit said, "Go with them!" The Spirit said, "Go with them!" There's a headache for Simon, he was girded and he went into the house of a Gentile, into the company of Gentiles - unclean beasts according to Jewish ritual; according, mark you, and you've heard me say this before, to the Scriptures of the Old Testament! He'd got the Scriptures on his side, as he thought. He is standing upon his interpretation of the Scriptures, they were supporting him, but the Spirit was doing something that seemed a contradiction to the very Scriptures and to his whole position!
I know the danger of what I'm saying, but you see the point. The Holy Spirit knows what He's doing and He demands absolute sovereignty in this matter. For it is not even our interpretation of the Scriptures that is final, it's the Holy Spirit's interpretation of the Scriptures. And very often, as we go on with the Lord, we come to the place, yes repeatedly in our lives, where we have to say, "I've got to make an adjustment over that. I believed, and very strongly, this and that about that, but I've got to adjust. The Lord has made a demand that I change my position over that".
I remember some years ago, a retired Army colonel, a friend of mine who'd written books, books, and books on a certain prophetical subject, published them; well-known and read everywhere. He said to me, said to me, "You know, I've got to recall the whole lot. The real light, light that the Lord has shown me, poured upon this matter, makes it necessary for me to change my whole position, my whole life position, over this matter." He was honest, it was honest, but there's no doubt about it, the Holy Spirit had taken over this matter of his mental play upon the Scriptures and interpretation. And there's all the difference between a mental interpretation and a spiritual revelation.
Well, here is Peter in the house of Cornelius and this wonderful story. What was Peter doing really, or the old Simon doing in this matter? Listen: he was making Christ much smaller than He really is. And if there's one thing that the Holy Spirit is against, he's against that. He's against that. Israel: the elect, the spiritual aristocracy... the Gentiles: the dogs, the unclean beasts. Israel! The Holy Spirit is saying to Peter very emphatically: "Jesus Christ is a much bigger Christ than ever you have seen Peter, yet, you have to adjust to that."
If there is one thing that the Holy Spirit is against it is exclusivism, make no mistake about it, when exclusivism makes Christ smaller than He is. That's the tragedy of Israel: chosen, yes! Elect, yes! Given the oracles, yes! All that, but what for? Why? For the sake of the nations, a testimony of God in the midst of the nations, that the nations might see and believe and turn to the Lord. That's, that's the horizon of God.
But Israel... oh, Jonah, Jonah is really an example of this. "Go to Nineveh, that great, that mighty city..." you know the story of Jonah. But Jonah represents the traditional position of Israel: exclusive, shut up within themselves, "We are the people and no other! We are the chosen! We are the elect. We have received the light. We have got the truth!" But why? Why? Not for ourselves, not to make us something in ourselves, not to draw around us a fence shutting out all others, but for the sake of all others, for the sake of all others; that's all.
And Israel lost their position, dear friends, for this whole dispensation on one, one issue. These two thousand years of Israel's tragic, so tragic history, is the issue of making God's Son less than He really is. Oh, what Christ is! What God meant Him to be to Israel and to the world! We see it in this very chapter, that the most familiar words in all the Bible are, "God so loved the world! Whosoever..." Nicodemus. "Nicodemus, you've got to be born from above, out of this exclusivism, out of this narrow traditionalism, out of this fixed and set position of yours, born right out into the greatness of God's all-comprehending purpose in His Son". How great Christ is! Oh, may we be saved from having a smaller Christ than God means us to have.
There's no danger in that, dear friends, the Holy Spirit can look after that, but my point is that the Holy Spirit in this tenth chapter of Acts is just saying this, "I'm not having any of your circumscribing of Christ on any ground whatsoever. You may quote me Leviticus chapter 11 if you like, but I'm not having it: what God hath cleansed, call not thou unclean". The Cross has dealt with all that ceremonial uncleanness and opened up the vast vistas of grace for all men.
The third occasion of Peter, you see, first his temperament, then his spiritual bigotry. In chapter 15 Paul refers to what happened. In the letter to the Galatians we heard what happened. Peter is called to account for this, by the elders at Jerusalem. He is, as we say, on the carpet, on the spot: having to answer for this, this unusual, this unheard of behaviour. Well, you know, we quote it. Peter sums it all up in this, "Who was I? Who was I to resist God?" That's what it amounts to, "Who was I to resist God?" But something else happened.
Peter is at Antioch. The Gentiles at Antioch have been saved, gathered in. The Spirit has done something with the Gentiles. And Peter's down there rejoicing! He's following up, he's following up in Caesarea, in the house of Cornelius, happily following up with the Gentiles in Antioch. He is even drinking; all right. "But certain [ones] came down from Jerusalem, James and certain others came down from Jerusalem, and when they were come down, Peter withdrew." Peter withdrew. Peter withdrew! There's a withdrawing. This is a dangerous offense to the Holy Spirit, a violating of what He's doing. And Paul recognised the significance of this, this; and he said, "I withstood him to the face for his dissimulation. I withstood him to the face."
Simon is having a bad time, isn't he, under this aegis of the Holy Spirit. He really is. What's happened now? Here's something that has come up of the old Simon: bondage to man. "What will the brethren say? What will the leaders say? What will the chief men say? I must, I must be careful because of what they will say, and perhaps what they'll do!" And that kind of thing is set over against the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit. Two things in collision. You cannot have this. I'm so glad that Peter must have got the better of this, he couldn't have written his two letters if he hadn't, and he couldn't have said later on about this man who withstood him to the face, and said, "Peter, you stand condemned. Before God you stand condemned, you're guilty of dissimulation." Later Peter wrote, "Our beloved brother Paul... in all his writings, in which there are some things difficult to understand...!" You see? But he's got over his hurdle.
The Holy Spirit was choosing the way and, taking it, is finding Peter coming into line. Coming into line. There were some, not a few, who did not come into line: "Demas hath forsaken me, returned to Thessalonica... I don't know about Barnabas, I don't know about Barnabas. Even Barnabas," says Paul, "Even Barnabas... even Barnabas." Unthinkable! "Dear, beloved Barnabas to whom I owe so much, we all owe so much, the church at Antioch owes so much, but even Barnabas was carried away." Barnabas falls out of the New Testament. I hope I don't exaggerate judgment and condemnation, but there are those who just get out of the way of the Wind when He's blowing toward this great full purpose of God. Dissimulate... withdraw. The Lord save us.
I don't know where to finish this. The Wind searches, may I finish on this and leave the other. The Wind searches and tests everything, especially foundations and structures, of what kind they are. I spent a great deal of my life in Scotland in my childhood and later. There's a common sight in Scotland, we had there many pine trees, pine forests, and pine trees growing along the roadside and it's a land in which the wind blows sometimes. And after any of our great wind storms you can go along and see these pine trees uprooted, themselves lying level with the earth and their roots up in the air. Before, people admired them, and said very nice things about them; what fine trees they were, what a magnificent sight! And the wind blew. And the wind blew, testing the depth of their roots, testing their power of endurance, testing stamina. And down went so many of these before time, erstwhile, admirable, praiseworthy trees. Down they went, crashing to earth. The wind bloweth... the Holy Spirit just does let you know, friends, that is what He is doing! The Holy Spirit is going to blow on us all!
Christian experience is just this: under the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit our foundations are going to be tested; make no mistake about it, they are going to be tested, and our structure, our building, our stamina, our endurance. The Wind's blowing today, my word, it's blowing over this earth. Look at all the testing! See all the tragic crashing to the ground. Do you know, dear friends, that Christianity as we now know it, is going to be blown to bits, absolutely to bits, and there's going to be nothing of it left. Christianity as we know it.
All these things must be dissolved: systems, this whole cosmic order, and this whole Christian system as we know it, is going. You say, "That's a terrible statement. On what authority?" Well, plenty.
I have lived through two world wars. What have we seen? That alone is a simple and very small example of what I'm saying. We have seen many and many a place with a great Christian tradition, something that has stood for something, simply crash to the ground - hardly one stone left upon another. Everywhere! Destruction. No preferences, no favouritisms. And God, where is God? Where's God? "Oh, if anything ought to have been preserved, that ought to have been preserved. God ought to have protected that...". No! The answer is no. Why? Because God is not interested in things.
God is only interested in one matter. The Holy Spirit is only concerned about one matter, dear friends, one matter only. And history bears this out. The Holy Spirit is only concerned with Christ; with Christ, with what is Christ, what is of Christ, with the measure of Christ. The Holy Spirit has only one in His vision and that's Christ. And He's always saying, "How much really of the eternal essence of Christ is here?" And so you can go to Asia Minor today and find no trace of the churches in Asia. You can go to Galatia, you can go to all these places of the New Testament and find nothing today as places.
Now, the first three chapters of the book of the Revelation just bear down upon that. Note, to the churches, to the seven churches in Asia, "What the Spirit saith, what the Spirit saith, what the Spirit saith..." seven times, "What the Spirit saith". The Wind is blowing, what for? Just to discover not, not whether this has got a tradition, not this and that and something else, not whether they've got a building and a place of meeting or a technique of worship, or kind of New Testament order, but whether they have that or not, how much of the risen, living, exalted Christ is here? And the Holy Spirit will go as far as to say, "Repent or I will remove thy lampstand out of this place because the Light's gone". What's the good of a lampstand if there's no light? We are ornaments the Holy Spirit is not interested in. Do you see the point? The Light is Christ, the measure of Christ, it is Christ, it is Christ!
What the Spirit saith is "Not this and that, I know thy works and thy labours and thy patience, all that's very good, but I have this against you...". But, but, but! What about Christ in you: in your assemblies, in your gatherings, in your corporate life, in your testimony in the world, what about Christ? The place can go, all, all of the house can go. Oh, forgive me, Westland Chapel will go! Eventually it will go, eventually. It's not here for eternity. And all the other places, however much they may have stood for the Lord, they're going up in the great final issue.
And dear friends, what matters is not the place, and not many things that you make a great deal of and think are very important, but this measure of the Spirit of Jesus Christ against dissimulation, withdrawing, division, bringing us all down onto the common ground, the one foundation, which is the unique and only foundation, "For other, other foundation can no man lay". What are you laying down as a foundation? "Which is Jesus Christ". The Holy Spirit is concerned about that and that only. And He demands I come back to the beginning, He demands the sovereignty. This kind of submission, subjection, committal of our temperament, and our tradition, and all things in us, and outside of us, committed to Him - to have His way utterly, and unreservedly, and undividedly.
Chapter 2 - The Way of Glory
I'm glad to have this opportunity friends, of meeting with you and sharing with you something of that which the Lord has spoken to my own heart. And I trust it will be His means of blessing for you also.
I'm going to ask you to open the Word with me, and just traverse a path in the gospel by John. The basic passage will be in chapter 17. Chapter 17, verse one: "These things spake Jesus and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, 'Father, the hour is come. Glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee'".
Verse 4: "I have glorified Thee on the earth", 5, "And now, oh Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was".
Now will you go back to chapter 7, verse 39, "But this spake He of the Spirit which they that believed on Him were to receive, for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified".
Chapter 11, verse 4, "When Jesus heard it, He said, 'This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God that the Son of God may be glorified thereby.'"
Chapter 12, verse 16: "These things understood not His disciples at the first, but when Jesus was glorified then remembered they that these things were written of Him and that they had done these things unto Him". Verse 23: "Jesus answereth them saying, 'The hour is come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Verily, verily I say unto you, except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone, but if it dies it beareth much fruit".
Chapter 13 at verse 31: "When, therefore, He was gone out, Jesus saith, 'Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in Him and God shall glorify Him in Himself and straightway shall He glorify Him'".
Chapter 16, verse 31, "Jesus answered them, 'Do ye now believe? Behold the hour cometh, yay is come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, shall leave Me alone yet I am not alone because the Father is with Me".
Back to verse 14 of that chapter, "He shall glorify Me, for He shall take of Mine and shall declare it unto you".
You will have noted the common word in all those passages which, after all, are only a selection. There are others containing the same word which could be added. This word forms a pathway right through the gospel by John. It is the pathway of the glory. And you will have noticed that even in the selection of passages on this matter which we have made, how the Lord Jesus placed everything, everything on the ground of His being glorified. From beginning to end, that for Him was the ground of everything: His being glorified. We should be impressed with that without any exposition of it, or enlargement upon it, the fact overwhelmingly shown, declared and verified in this book, that for the Lord Jesus everything rests upon the ground of His being glorified.
The phrase which He used a number of times, He seemed to be governed very much in His life by this phrase: the hour, Mine hour, My hour, "the hour is come", "His hour was not yet come". There was an hour which governed His whole life, the significance of a time, an all-governing time in everything. And that hour, that particular time was in His mind, coming up again and again as He went along.
He called it His hour, it was the hour of His being glorified. It was as though He were bringing out of the future something that governed this present situation, whatever it might be, from time to time. "Well," you ask, "What is the glory of the Lord Jesus? What does the glorifying of the Lord Jesus mean?" The answer in the Bible throughout is just this: the glory of God is always the expression of His complete satisfaction. When God is perfectly satisfied, fully satisfied, then the glory of God always breaks out. You can trace that through the Old and New Testament.
And the Lord Jesus was living in the light of a time which He called, "the hour," when the Father's full satisfaction would be realised, His Father fully satisfied - the glory of God's satisfaction. He was living in the light of that, and bringing that into every detail of His life. We're going to show that in a moment. But you notice He was governed again and again by this "hour" business; whatever it was.
Begin in chapter 2, the marriage in Cana of Galilee, the water and the wine. We're coming back to it in a moment, but it says about that, "This beginning of signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee and showed forth His glory". But notice what led up to that, the feast: the failure of the wine, and His mother anxious, concerned, turning to Him and saying, "They have no wine". Jesus turned to her and said, "Woman, what have I to do with you? Mine hour is not yet. Mine hour is not yet". But then He acted after that pause, waiting for something, saying in effect, "I can do nothing of Myself. I can only do what I do as the Father enables, gives Me His sanction to do it, and when it comes from the Father it will be quite alright, the Father will be glorified! I'm not here to glorify Myself by what I do, I'm here to glorify the Father." And in His heart He was saying, "Father will this glorify You if I do this thing?" and He got the answer back, "Alright!" and showed forth His glory.
His hour, that great future hour of the Father's satisfaction, came, and was brought forward. And that is not imagination and strained interpretation, because you have actual occasions when He said, "Father, glorify..." and there came a voice: "I have glorified and will glorify". Living, you see, in that touch with the Father.
Another occasion, when His brethren after the flesh said, "This is the time of the feast in Jerusalem. Everybody is going up to Jerusalem to the feast, You go up." And Jesus said, "You go. I go not up, Mine hour is not yet." In effect saying, "I am not just governed by what everybody else does. I am not governed by common acceptance, popular opinion, the fashionable thing to do. I must have it from the Father that this going up, is in some way going to be to the Father's satisfaction. You go up!" And when they had gone up, then went He up. Strange behaviour isn't it? But what's going on inside? It's this all the time: "Father are You going to get something out of this? Is this going to be to Your pleasure? I can't do it on any other ground than it glorifies You! If You are not going to find satisfaction in this, well, let them have all the feasts they like, I'll not be there! Let them do what they've always been doing, but I'll not be in it, unless there's something for the glory or satisfaction and pleasure of the Father".
"Mine hour... Mine hour". And He evidently got the witness from the Father in that moment, "It's alright, go up, I've got something in this..." and He went up. You see He did have something in it, in His going up. You see? Putting everything on the ground of glory, glory, the glory of God in Jesus Christ, the glory of Christ. Putting everything [there]. That's, that's something to govern life isn't it? "Does this really minister to the glory of Christ? Am I going here or not going, what I do or what I do not do, whether I act or refrain from acting, how much is this going to minister to His glory?" That's the governing thing - a touch with heaven, "Can I do this? Will I be doing it for my own glory, my own pleasure, my own satisfaction, or does His glory require it? Will it minister to His glory?" That was the basis of the life of the Lord Jesus. He called that His hour; governed by the hour of the Father's satisfaction and that was His glory. "My meat and My drink is to do the will of Him that sent Me" - it's only another way of saying "My glory is His, His pleasure".
So you see, His life was governed by this. But then you'll notice on one fragment which we read, (and there's much more of the same kind in the same connection) this glorifying of the Lord Jesus was the signal for the change of the dispensation by the coming of the Holy Spirit. "This spake He of the Spirit which they that believed were to receive. The Spirit was not yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified". In other words, Jesus is glorified and the Spirit is released, the Spirit comes. The great advent of the Spirit takes place, the dispensation is changed into the dispensation of the Holy Ghost. This is the dispensation. And how much the Lord Jesus put upon that, "It is expedient for you that I go. If I go not away, the Spirit will not come, the comforter will not come!"
Obviously, as we have recently pointed out, He put much more importance upon the Holy Spirit's coming than upon His own staying in the flesh. But the signal for the coming of the Spirit, as Pentecost so clearly declares and shows, both in the act and in what followed, was Jesus glorified. I mean, in the act, it was a day of glory wasn't it, on the day of Pentecost? Full of the glory of the Lord, but then everywhere they went full of this glory, preaching Jesus is glorified! Jesus is on high! Glory went out over the earth, but the signal for that was Jesus being glorified.
And it is a very practical thing, dear friends, whatever we may desire about the Holy Spirit, and we pray for the Holy Spirit, we want power, we want light, we want guidance, we ask for the Holy Spirit for a lot of things, for a lot of purposes. Perhaps we're impressed with the necessity of the Holy Spirit. Remember this: the Holy Spirit will only act in any way at all, if the motive is the glorifying of the Lord Jesus. Nothing else. You can pray until you can't pray any more for the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit genuinely will make no response until your motive is that Jesus may be glorified, not that I may have something, do something, be something; no, nothing like that. Jesus being glorified governs the whole matter of the Holy Spirit. Jesus has put it on that ground.
So, you can be quite sure of this: that once you are adjusted wholly to the glorifying of the Lord Jesus (and the Lord knows when we are adjusted or not, truly) and we are rightly adjusted, we've given the Holy Spirit the ground that He wants and He'll move spontaneously.
Well, we've a lot to say and we mustn't stay with each one of these fragments. Notice again (and this is a door through which you enter into such a wealth in this gospel) that this matter of the glorifying of the Lord Jesus was the ground of the reversing of situations from the impossible to the possible, or to the actual. Now, there is a sense in which this whole gospel of John is the gospel of impossible situations, which are turned into actuality. Have you ever thought of that? A whole series, from beginning to end, of utterly impossible situations in the natural.
Well, begin (and we'll hurry through) the marriage in Cana of Galilee. The whole thing is proceeding, and suddenly the whole thing breaks down, collapses. They have no wine. It's the key to that thing, it's the whole basis of everything - of the joy and the fellowship. And the breakdown there? Well, it's shame, it's disappointment, it's reproach. The bottom, as we say, has fallen out of everything when the wine fails. It's a hopeless situation, what are we going to do? You can do nothing. Everything is at an end, everything for man. I expect those who knew about it were looking at one another in consternation and perhaps afraid to let people know because of the disaster that it spelt: the utter spoiling of the whole thing. Hopeless. And mark you, Jesus was very careful (and you see it comes up again and again in this gospel) very careful to see that it was hopeless: they have no wine. "What have I to do with you? I'm not here just to redeem broken-down social occasions. I'm not here just to make things a little more pleasant for people and save them from their embarrassment! I am here for the purpose of doing what is utterly impossible to men that's why I've come."
Life is broken down. Life is full of shame and embarrassment, and disappointment, and hopelessness. That's where you begin: a hopeless, impossible situation for man by nature, and He's coming to that. And He turned it and He showed forth His glory by changing this hopeless situation into one, not only of hope, but of realisation.
That's chapter 2, what about chapter 3? This man Nicodemus. This man is trying to find his way into the kingdom, to find the secret of the kingdom of God, and he's got all that ever a man could have of religion and learning: "Thou art the teacher in Israel," said Jesus, the teacher in Israel. Everything of tradition, everything of inheritance, everything of position and prestige, and everything that a man could have, and still dissatisfied, still speaking like a man in despair, disappointed. Coming to Jesus by night to try and find the solution to his heart problem, it's a heart problem with this man. And Jesus takes great pains to show how hopeless his situation is. He doesn't take up this man on his own ground and encourage and comfort him, He throws it straight at him: "You must be born again. Except a man be born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God..." cannot, cannot, cannot! Hopeless for the best! Hopeless for the best of this world. It's an impossible situation naturally, no matter how much religion you've got. Hopelessness, but, but for Jesus. He turned that hopeless situation, not only for Nicodemus, but for how many more, for us, not only into hope, but realisation in the kingdom, in the kingdom.
It's an impossible one, you see. My point is that Jesus is continually making it perfectly clear that but for Him the situation is impossible, but with Him there is no such thing as impossible. That's chapter three. Chapter four: was there ever a clearer example of hopelessness than that woman of Sychar? "Thou hast had five husbands and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband..." And when she begins to speak you hear her tones of despair: "Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not again, neither come all this way here to draw..." the cry of a woman who has exhausted life of all its hopes and is still in despair. You know what He did with that, but He drew out this hopeless situation, didn't He, made her aware of it, took pains to let her know. That sounds cruel for Him to bring up her past, but He is letting her see that her own state is a hopeless one in order that He might show that He is the hope of the hopeless. Chapter 4.
Chapter 5 [4]: when Jesus was coming to Galilee a certain nobleman of Capernaum came to him and said, "Sir, come down, my son lieth at the point of death. Come, heal him!" And again, it sounds so cruel, Jesus took this poor, distraught, heartbroken father, with his whole life wrapped up in that boy who is at the point of death, Jesus says, "Except you see signs and wonders, you won't believe." What is it? Is it unkindness? Cruelty? Lack of sympathy? No, He is drawing this man out to his extremity and making him recognise and acknowledge that only, only in Jesus is there any hope. He says, "Sir! Come down, come down, ere my child die, come!". It's the cry, almost of despair, isn't it? As though he'd come to the last resort. Only Jesus; that's what Jesus wanted. Only Jesus; no other hope. And Jesus didn't go, He said, "Go, thy son liveth". You know the rest of the story. This is one more of these examples of the impossible. Chapter 5.
Chapter 6. "Whence shall we buy bread enough to feed so great a multitude?" Five thousand people, two hundred pennyworth of bread! If a few or any of you like to look into your Bible and work that out, you'll find that that represented a year's wages for a labourer, a labouring man. Two hundred pence - not sufficient to meet this need. Jesus had put the question to the test: how can it be done? "No, it just can't be done!" said the apostle, "It just can't be done, it's hopeless, it's impossible!" "Command the people to sit down..." well, you know the rest of the story, but there it is; quite hopeless, quite impossible, isn't it? But turned to real actuality. Chapter 6.
Chapter 8, the man born blind. Born blind. Strange language, strange kind of argument, a lot has been made of this, all sorts of things have been said about it. The disciples asked, "Master, who did sin? This man or his parents, that he should be born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents but that the Son of Man should be glorified". Well, born blind. The man's own language about this, mark you, shows how he realised the hopelessness of his position. When the rulers attacked him, challenged him about who it was that had given him his sight, and said that this man was a sinner, the man said, "Why then, here's a strange thing! Here's a strange thing: was it ever known from the foundation of the world that anyone born blind should receive their sight?" From the foundation of the world! His idea about it, you see, was one that there's no question about this with him, this is a hopeless thing! This was a hopeless thing; never been heard of from the foundation of the world. That's pretty hopeless isn't it? Yes, Jesus meant it to be like that for the glory, for the glory. A hopeless situation; chapters 8 and 9.
[Chapter] 11: Lazarus. You know His attitude over that, they said to Him, "He whom thou lovest is sick" and not as disputing that statement of His love, nevertheless He abode where He was - four days. And when at last He came, and moved toward the tomb, the sisters said, "Lord, by this time he stinketh". The Lord had deliberately, deliberately forced it up to that naturally, naturally, to make the thing as hopeless as anything could be naturally. "This sickness is not unto death but for the glory of God that the Son of God shall be glorified thereby".
You go on to the end, in the last chapter, what is it? "Master, we have toiled all night and have taken nothing...". All a fisherman's lifelong acumen, and knowledge, and ability: exhausted. Nothing's the verdict upon that: nothing! Well, you know the rest, "Launch out, let down the net..." an impossible situation turned to a glorious realisation for His glory. He put everything on the ground of His glory.
There's a lot of comfort in this for us you know friends, isn't there? Oh, how often do we despair; feel the hopelessness of things. While Jesus lives there's no such thing as impossibility and hopelessness. We can say that, I can say that, perhaps it doesn't require a lot to say it, but oh, sometimes it is the most testing thing that we could know and believe that this, this is possible after all. But it is. And many of us have enough experience, because He has taken pains to bring us to the place where but for the Lord... well, this is the end, but for the Lord there's no more possible. But how, again and again, He has changed that hopeless, impossible situation into something for His own glory! He stakes everything on His glory; everything on His glory.
Now you see, what is He doing in all this? He's putting our life upon the same basis as His own. He came and put His life on that ground: the glory of the Father. Nothing that was not to the glory of the Father. All was to be for the glory of the Father! Everything was tested and challenged by this: how much does this serve the glory of the Father? If it doesn't, there's no place for it; only if it does do I entertain it. Now He turns it over and puts our life onto that, you see? He put the people in Cana on that ground. He put the woman of Samaria on that ground. He put Nicodemus on that ground.
I left out one case: the man at the pool of Siloam - what a story of hopelessness, that is in chapter 4, at the end of chapter 4 [the pool of Bethesda in chapter 5]. He'll let you know that he feels his situation is a hopeless one that, hopeless one, for that man. He's been there 38 years and every time he tried to get into the water, somebody got ahead of him. The cry of despair... Jesus changed it. He was putting this man's life on the same basis as His own; all the way along it's like that.
It's a very safe position, dear friends, to have your life on the same basis as the Lord Jesus had His, isn't it? And you know, that is the destiny of the church. What is it that Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians, chapter 3, verse 21: "Unto Him be the glory in the church by Christ Jesus unto all ages for ever and ever." How? How glory in the church for ever and ever? Just this way: that the church's life has been a life of impossible situations, turned to glorious realisations. Isn't that the history of the true church? All the way along, look at it: again and again, see from the beginning. So impossible: Nero, Nero slaughtering 10 million Christians - it shows how the church had grown, how quickly and mightily, but it is computed that he had massacred no fewer than 10 million Christians. So that's a lot, that leaves things pretty small, and pretty hopeless.
And again and again the church has gone that way, hasn't it? Through history it's gone that way, but on it goes. On it goes, greater than ever today. Hopeless? Yes. Impossible? Yes, but for Jesus. And what is the object, what is it that's governing this? Oh, it's not because the church is anything, or you and I are anything; His glory governs everything. It's unto His glory, "Unto Him be the glory in the church by Christ Jesus".
There's much more to it in those passages which I read, remember one occasion, the feast, near the end, the feast, the Passover. There were at Jerusalem, amongst the multitude there, certain Greeks who came up to the feast. And going about looking at the sights of Jerusalem, both personal and material, they included in their sightseeing this one of whom everybody was talking: Jesus of Nazareth. They came to the disciples and said, "We, sir, we would see Jesus. Jesus!". "Philip cometh and telleth Andrew, Andrew cometh and telleth Jesus..." what did Jesus say? Immediately: "The hour is come. The hour is come, the Son of Man shall be glorified. Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth by itself alone. If it dies it bringeth forth much fruit". How is Jesus glorified there? How is Jesus really seen? They said, "we would see Jesus" and said Jesus in effect, "You don't see Me just when you see Me after the flesh, you'll see Me when you see that great multitude which no man can number out of every tribe and kingdom, nation, and tongue. One grain having died, reproducing itself in a mighty harvest - that will show forth My glory! That will let you know who I am, not just one of the sights of Jerusalem, but one of the sights of heaven!" A new, new revelation and knowledge of the Lord Jesus, you see. That was the thought there, how Jesus is really known, foreseen, in how He is produced in other grains of wheat: in you and me and many others. That's how He's glorified. He puts our life on that basis.
And so He says to us that it's to be the same with us, as it was with Him: falling into the ground and dying. He immediately adds, "Except a man lose his life for My sake, he cannot find it. He that loseth his life shall find it; he that saveth his life shall lose it. It's the same basis as Mine". You let your life go for Christ, you pour out your life unto death in His interests, and glory will come along that line. That's the way of the glory.
I think I've said enough to make the point clear. This is the Word. I could go on of course, for hours, but it's not necessary, we've got it here. The Lord Jesus has put everything of His own life and ours upon this one foundation: His glory - challenging everything according to that. Testing everything according to that. Governing everything by that, saying to us, "Now it must be true of you, as it was of Me, that you have your life governed by one motive and one interest: how much does this minister to My glory?" How much? Oh, that dismisses all talk about, "Well, must I?" Or, "May I not? Have I got to?" No place for any talk like that, dear friends, when we are mastered by His glory. If this does not serve His glory, then let it go. If this way can be to His glory, no matter what it means to me, then that's the way I'm going. It's the way of the glory all the time, the ground of the glory.
May the Lord write this word deep in our hearts and make us men and women who are committed, committed people to the glory of our Lord Jesus.
Chapter 3 - The Way of the Pioneer
In the book of the Acts, the book of the Acts chapter 3, at verse 15. This is a part, only a part, of the whole statement, but it contains the phrase that I want for this present time. The whole statement is, "Ye denied the holy and righteous One and killed the Prince of Life whereof we are witnesses". That phrase and title: the Prince of Life.
This morning we were occupied with the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit as illustrated by our Lord in the wind, "The wind bloweth where it listeth" or, where it likes, where it chooses, where it wills. "Thou hearest the sound thereof but canst not tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth, so is every one that is born of the Spirit" - the absolute sovereignty of the Spirit as the basis of a true Christian life, the born-again life of the believer.
This afternoon we were occupied with the Spirit's criterion. That is, the Holy Spirit has as His one object and test of everything, Christ Himself: making Christ the test of life, of work, of everything. That is, how much of Christ is found in us, both individually, collectively, and in all the activities of our life. The Holy Spirit's criterion is that - just how much we meet Christ in one another. A lot of other things are made Christianity's criteria, but that is the Holy Spirit's criteria; it's all reduced to that.
Now this evening we are going to say a little about another very big matter. There is the hallmark of the Holy Spirit's presence and activity; that which really does evidence the presence and sovereignty, the work of the Holy Spirit, and that is contained in this phrase or title: the Prince of Life.
Before we come to that, let us just glance back a moment to this matter of the Holy Spirit's objective that is Christ. At one point in our meditation, we showed how the Holy Spirit is against everything that makes Christ smaller than He really is. Put that round the other way: the Holy Spirit's work, business, purpose is to show how great Christ is, how immensely great Christ is. And dear friends, it will depend entirely upon our apprehension of the greatness of Christ what kind of Christians we are, whether we are little ones, small ones, petty ones, trivial ones, unaccountable ones, insignificant ones, or whether we really do signify, count, mean and represent something by our being here in this world as Christians.
The thing that will determine our value, our accountability, our spiritual significance (and no one thinks after what I was saying this afternoon that I'm talking about natural importance, human bigness; I'm speaking about spiritual stature, measure and significance) the measure of that where we are concerned will be very largely, if not entirely, dependent upon our real spiritual apprehension of the greatness of Christ. Not just our mental view, our studied conclusions, but how great Christ is to us in an inward way by revelation of the Holy Spirit. And this is one thing that we believers, we Christians, ought to be occupied with continually because it is the effect of this that will make us what we are going to be: occupied with knowing Christ in the full dimensions of the Holy Spirit's revelation. There are many ways in which we may come to that, which I will not mention, but closely in touch with what we have here, in this word, is this way of coming to an understanding of how great, great Christ is. That is, by a recognition of the titles by which the Holy Spirit speaks of Him.
I wonder if you have done anything about this: considered, considered the titles given to us by the Holy Spirit of the Lord Jesus. I have compiled a list from the New Testament of some 53 different titles of the Lord Jesus. Go back to the Old Testament to the prophet Isaiah alone and we'll add quite a few more: Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace - these are all titles, distinctive titles. And as you know, there are many others, both in Isaiah and in other parts of the Old Testament. I reckon before we were finished we would have about a total of over 80 different titles given to the Lord Jesus in the Word of God. Now, it takes a very big person to carry as many names as that! You wouldn't like to have all those names to carry about in life, would you, as many names as that? Why, if you get one or two, if you get three, there's just about all you could put up with! But here you are: here is one man, one man who is so great, so great, that He can stand up to this large, large sum of designations, titles. And remember that they are not just names, they are not just names, they are definitions. Every one of them is a definition of His character, His work, and His significance in God's universe.
I'm not going to run through that list... you see what a realm you're in of the greatness of Christ! Oh, if I said to you that I could occupy a whole week of meetings with you on each separate title, and more than that, more time than that on each separate title, you'd want, you see, 80 odd weeks just to cover the ground in a superficial way! But there is no fathoming of the depth of these titles, these definitions. How great He is! And I repeat that if by the Holy Spirit you and I could be led to know Him in these terms, the terms of these wonderful designations, what a Christ we would have! But, it's all here for us! It's in the Bible, we've got it, it's in a book for us, and we have got the Holy Spirit to take each one and bring us into the good of what that title means.
I trust that, though I have to concentrate this into a very short time this evening, that you will see something of what I mean.
Now, here is one of these more than fifty-three titles of Christ in the New Testament: the Prince of Life.
The Prince of Life
Perhaps I had better stop at once for a little technical adjustment. That word "Prince" is likely to mislead us, if we think of it as we should just naturally do, as referring to some princeliness, some high estate, some honourable position, as we speak of a prince. But that is not (while it is true, of course, of Him) that is not the word that is really here. The same word, the same word as is translated "prince" here, is translated in other ways in the New Testament. In the letter to the Hebrews, for instance, "to make the author of their salvation perfect through sufferings". That word "author" is the same word as the word "prince" here. "The author and finisher of faith..." author again is the same word. But in the original language, the best, the best translation of the word would be pioneer. You can see that author fits into that, just as in another place it is translated "captain", "the captain of our salvation", it's the same word again: captain, author, pioneer.
The Pioneer of Life - what, what a meaning that gives, doesn't it, to this statement, this statement of Peter before these Jewish rulers as he is hurling at them the great devastating charge of their crime: "Ye killed the Pioneer of Life!" Do you see what you do if you kill the pioneer? The pioneer, if there's only one pioneer, kill him and see what you do. Oh, how rich that very word is: the Pioneer of Life.
Now then, let's broaden out a bit. Here is a word, a word of immense dimensions. This one word embraces and gathers into itself all the meaning of Christianity. It sums up everything that Christianity (New Testament Christianity I mean, true Christianity) really means, this word: Life. This is the eternal issue, make no mistake about it. This thing here called Life is the eternal issue. It is the issue in creation. It is as clear as anything can be, that when God created the world, and then man upon it, He intended through testing and probation that the man that He had created should become the recipient of, and participator in something called "Life" which is more than animal life which he had, more than soul life which He breathed into him.
Whether it's symbolism or not it doesn't matter (to me at any rate, it doesn't matter) the principle is the thing. That Tree of Life placed at the heart of the garden represents this great thing: that there is something there for which God had created man, that he should have that on conditions of obedience and faith - have that, what that tree represented. It is called the Tree of Life.
Now, all the other trees were alive, they were all alive and all the animals were alive. All the birds and all the creeping things and all the fishes were alive. And Adam was alive, but not alive with that Life. There's no logic, no logic whatever, or reason, for putting that thing there apart from them, outside of them, as something distinctive and something definite if they've already got what it signifies. But they haven't; they haven't. And the very act of God after their disobedience through unbelief enforces this truth.
He turned them out and put in an angel, a cherubim guard around the Tree of Life and said, "No, not now. Never, now. Never now on this ground, for this kind of man: never. It was My intention, but never. The day, the day when thou eatest thereof as to another tree, in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt die". Sentence was passed and man fell into spiritual death that day and all his children from them to us, and all others today, and all that may yet be, are dead to God in that sense - never having had that Life by nature. That's the issue of the creation. That is the issue bound up with the incarnation of the Son of God. Why did He come? Why did the Son of God divest Himself of all His heavenly glory and come in man form? To take up this issue, this issue: "I am come that they might have Life". He said it.
"That they might have Life" - implying implicitly that they haven't got it. They haven't got it. "Without My coming they would never have it. I am come that they might have Life". The issue of the very incarnation. And of course the issue of redemption is this, this Life, this particular Life.
The issue of the advent of the Holy Spirit is this one issue - He is called the Spirit of Life. Romans 8:2, "the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ". He is the Spirit of Life. You mark, wherever you meet the Holy Spirit in all your New Testament, you are coming on the issue of Life; right on the issue of Life in symbol, or type, or figure, or statement, it's this issue of Life. So the word carries with it in itself the very greatness of Christ. If this is the eternal issue in creation, in incarnation, in redemption, in the Holy Spirit in all His work, the issue is Life and that Life is in Christ, surely and alone in Christ. What a significance is given to Christ! How great He is, reaching back to eternity past, coming through all time, carrying this issue for men and reaching right into eternity to be, on one thing: Life.
The Pioneer of Life
The Pioneer of Life - it is this, dear friends, this particular thing, that makes Christ unique. Unique! In Him was Life, and again the implication was: and no one else, only in Him. In Him was Life. In Him was Life.
You know that John wrote twenty chapters, twenty chapters of the gospel, and summed up the whole of his twenty chapters in one word, one conclusive statement: "These things are written that you may know that Jesus is the Son of God and that believing you may have life in Him". Thank you John, now we know what you've been after all the way through! All that you have written through that gospel has been concentrated upon one thing: Life. And that's borne out as you read, isn't it? Chapter by chapter the issue is Life.
Then John wrote six, six chapters of letters, as we have them divided up, and you know that those letters of John just bare right down upon this, "He that hath the Son hath Life, and he that hath not the Son hath not the Life", cannot see the Life. It's, it's all about Life!
The issue is Life, centred in Christ. And it is so clear by that, because you don't do that sort of thing, you don't write all that and say all these things if everybody has got this Life after all. It so evidently means: well, Jesus is unique in this! He's different from all other beings, created beings. He is different; as different as that Tree of Life was from all the other trees. And the difference, the difference, the uniqueness of Christ is in this: that He has in Him a Life that no other species of creation possesses. It's a difference in Him because it's a different kind of Life from all others.
Now, this is the very heart, the very heart of the meaning of His being the Son of God. The Son of God in the spiritual, in the Divine realm, it follows the line, the parallel of the natural: Sonship. Sonship, what is sonship after all? Well, it's not just a title is it? It's not just an association, sonship in its very essence is this: that the life of a father dwells in the son - the life.
How do I know that I am the son of my father? And the remarkable thing is (I don't know how true it is with you, perhaps you never thought about it, it may not bear out in your case, but I know it does in mine, and I suppose I am pretty well as old as anybody here) this is the remarkable thing to me: the older I get, the more I see my father in me. I am coming up against my father more and more, the longer I live, as I remember him, as I now can understand him, as I couldn't as a child, or even as a youth. I took him for granted. He was objective, but now... my word, this father of mine is coming out all the time! No one can raise any question as to whether I'm the son of my father! I know, I know. Why? Why? Because I'm called by the same name? Not at all. You're not a son of God because you call yourself a Christian and you bear a certain name, no none of that. The thing, the thing that makes for His sonship is this: that the very life of His Father, God, is resident within Him, has been passed into Him, has become the basic factor, and reality, and power in His being; His Father's Life is in Him.
And that, dear friends, goes right to the heart of this matter of a new family; the new family which God is making, which is to occupy His realm for eternity when all others have been dismissed from His sphere; all others have been dismissed, have gone. A family and a family only will remain and that family will be in terms of sonship in this sense: that they possess this unique Life of Jesus Christ as His own transmission by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Life to them.
Jesus was different, not in outward appearance perhaps altogether, for those who looked on and who were just spectators did not note the difference amongst men. "His visage is marred more than any man's, when we see Him there's no beauty that we should desire Him..." and so on. Not in the outward appearance, although I even think that Pilate registered something about Him. However, it is in this... this secret possession, that He is different from all others. And He was different, He was different, there was something there that was not true of any other person of all the millions on the earth when He was here. It's unique, quite different.
Now, He says He is the Pioneer. What is the pioneer? Well, "pioneer" again carries with it no significance if there's no one else coming after. The very meaning of the word "pioneer" means that He's ahead of others, He's the trail maker and breaker for others. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews, of course puts it, "in bringing many sons to glory" to make the pioneer, to make the pioneer, perfect through suffering. If this is true, you and I, you and I come to be possessors of that unique, that Life which is different, different in its very essence. Then you and I, dear friends, in the deepest reality of our being are different, are different. Now, that's a statement, a statement of fact, but what does it amount to?
And I do want to be helpful, not stating facts of doctrine, but really helpful. What does it amount to? What does it amount to? The most blessed thing of which you and I can conceive! It not only amounts to our being in a Family, a Divine Family, of the eternal Family, the answer to God's everlasting desire for men, it means this: that there is something by the Holy Spirit Himself as present as the Spirit of Life deposited in a born from above child of God, as something deposited which is a mighty power and energy to which you and I will owe everything. Oh yes! Oh yes!
We were speaking this afternoon of the negative side of what the Holy Spirit does in order to get us, to get us to the place of His absolute sovereignty. That is, He breaks us, He empties us, He brings us to total exhaustion where our own natural resources are concerned. He just smashes us to pieces and brings us to zero in order to bring us into the glorious sovereignty and fullness of Jesus Christ. That's the negative side, but look here! When the Holy Spirit is doing that work, He's never, never doing it with a negative object. And the positive thing that the Holy Spirit is doing is this: just to make us know the mighty, mighty and persistent reality of resurrection! Of resurrection! Death's work is in us, it's true. By the Spirit's operation: but Life also, the reality of resurrection! Oh, I do feel that this is something, if you forget everything else, that we must lay hold of anew, dear friends.
I don't know how many of you here, and perhaps some, not all, but others will follow in the way if this is not too disconcerting for them. Some of you know quite well what it is to be brought down very, very low indeed, low in your spiritual life, low in your physical life, low in your faith. A place where everything seems now gone, and finished, and hopeless; everything. Everything! That more or less may have been tasted by some of you, and don't forget (I'm sorry, I don't want to be depressing, I really don't want to be depressing, but I'm on the positive side you know, when I'm saying it) that is what the Holy Spirit will do if He gets sovereignty. He'll upset you. He'll break you. He'll end you. He'll up-end you, oh yes, you won't know whether you're this way up or that! You, you'll just come there to bewilderment and despair of everything in yourself. And they're things where the Holy Spirit really gets sovereignty for one reason, and it's a positive reason: to make you know the reality of the power of this Life that He has deposited in you, that it is stronger than death, that it is stronger than hell, that it is stronger than all the power of satan, that it is mightier than all the strength of human nature and all the weakness of human nature. That it is something that comes up again, and it comes up again, and still again it comes up when you thought that it was gone forever, disappeared for eternity. Up it comes again, and on it goes again, for the next cycle. This is true! This is true, it's true to the New Testament if you look. The Holy Spirit was working on this line.
It's true to spiritual experience, when the Holy Spirit gets hold. Now, is that something? Oh, thank God for it, it was deposited in us when we first received the Spirit as the Spirit of Life by faith in Jesus Christ, and were born anew; it was deposited. And a hundred times, a thousand times for some of us, since then. Our survival, our very survival has been on this basis: that there's something at work in us that is mightier than all these forces that are seeking our undoing and our destruction. It's something that survives, and comes up, and rises again, and takes us on further, until we have the next bout, but then it happens again! It's there!
It's like... I dare not... perhaps I'll use illustrations, but you know, you're familiar in this country, more than perhaps in any part of the world, with what you call pricks, injections, shots. What is it? Well, something put in, and it works and it may work for a year. And the presence of that within, silently, you're not conscious of it at all, that is there working silently and secretly. The presence of that is setting up a mighty resistance to something that otherwise would invade and mean a fatal issue. It's there within, secretly at work.
There are many diseases and maladies that are warded off in later life because of this something earlier, put there. We're saved, but we don't carry the consciousness of this thing all the way through life, but it's there. We owe a tremendous amount to it. Now, that's in the physical realm, and it's a poor illustration, but it is an illustration of this. The Holy Spirit brings this Life in, deposits this Life, this Divine Life. And secretly, oft-time so unconsciously, so unconsciously that Life is there working as a mighty Divine force for our redemption, for our deliverance, for our persistence, for our survival, for our spiritual progress, going on; stamina and for victory upon victory.
In the Christian life when the battle rages and it's an issue of Life and death again, in some way or other, this stands in good stead, this Divine Life. Because of what? There is One who has pioneered this way of Life. He's pioneered it. Oh, you in this country know something of pioneer work over here in the West, you're living in the good, aren't you, of the pioneers who came away right across, ploughed the way, cut the way, met the difficulties, the obstacles, cut down the forests and gave you a way for this good and pleasant country. But what they had to meet, you know, pioneering! They met the cost of it. They took all the involvement in it. They shouldered all responsibilities, they endured all the hardships and the sufferings, and what a thing it was, to give you this life.
He's the pioneer of something more than Californian benefits! The Pioneer of Life. He came, He took on Him all that was involved in this matter of death, and darkness, and evil, and God knows, as we were saying this afternoon, and God only knows how deep that iniquity is in us. How terrible a thing has happened to humanity through Adam. Oh, how terrible. How terrible is the thing that has taken place in us, in us. But He took the whole thing, the sum of it, the whole of it on Himself. And through it, through death, through blood, through agony, through darkness, through God rejections, the final stage of sin, through it all He pioneered through this issue of Life and came out victorious on the other side of the bloody ordeal of the cross. And as the Pioneer He said, "I'm the first one, you can be the second, and the third, and the fourth..." and on toward a great multitude which no man can number. Ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of persons possessing this same Life.
That is our prospect. That is what He's brought to us, but my point that I want mostly to emphasise is the reality of the indwelling Spirit of Life. Oh, lay hold on that! Lay hold on Him! "Lay hold on Life", as Paul said to Timothy, lay hold! Refuse, refuse death, refuse the old argument of hopelessness and despair because of this or that, or anything in this universe that would spell despair, but for the fact that the Pioneer has got through to the other side for us with Life, like the torch in His hand, offered to us.
You can see in the light of what I've been saying, just if you like to glance aside at the terrible, terrible thing that Israel did when they killed the Prince of Life. Two thousand years of misery, hopelessness, despair, of a Wailing Wall in Jerusalem where they go continually day and night and bewail their awful lot... and again and again through these two thousand years, the awful consequences of their deed, allowed to break up and show. In the Holocaust, in the awful pogroms, "You killed the Prince of Life and it has been hell for you and death for you!" It's true isn't it? History declares what an awful thing it is to reject the Prince, the Pioneer of Life. You'll never get through if you do that, but thank God we have been given faith in the Lord Jesus and that awful doom is not ours. Today we live with an open heaven, an open heaven right through to God, because the Pioneer went through for us.
Chapter 4 - The Way of the Spirit
When I left New York to come here, I had a very strong sense that sometime while I was here, the Lord would have me speak on a certain matter. So far, and up till now, He has not underlined that, but in waiting upon Him it seems that He has brought it up again. And so, I just commit myself to Him for what it is that He wants us to understand at this time. May we have just a word of prayer.
Lord, Thou art the Master, we are the servants and it is for us to receive our orders from Thee and to obey them and not to do our own will or speak our own words. And so we would have it now, that we may only give at this time what Thou dost give to us, so that it may be receiving from the Lord and not from man. By the Holy Spirit make it like that we pray, in the name of the Lord Jesus, amen.
In the first book of Samuel, chapter eight, at verse four: "Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together and came to Samuel unto Ramah and they said unto him, Behold, thou art old and thy sons walk not in thy ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said give us a king to judge us. Samuel prayed unto the Lord and the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee, for they have not rejected thee but they have rejected Me that I should not be king over them. According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them out of Egypt even unto this day, in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods and so do they also unto thee. Now therefore, hearken unto their voice howbeit thou shalt protest solemnly unto them and shalt show them the manner of the king that shall reign over them."
Verse 19: "But the people refused to hearken unto the voice of Samuel and they said, Nay, but we will have a king over us that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles. Samuel heard all the words of the people and he rehearsed them in the ears of the Lord and the Lord said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice and make them a king. Samuel said unto all the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city."
In the prophecies of Hosea, chapter thirteen, verse ten: "Where now is thy king that he may save thee in all thy cities and thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a king and princes? I have given thee a king in Mine anger and have taken him away in My wrath."
In the book of the Acts chapter thirteen, at verse twenty one: "Afterward they asked for a king and God gave unto them Saul, the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin for the space of forty years and when He had removed him, He raised up David...".
This episode in the history of Israel, the episode of Saul the king, while it has some elements which may perplex and be difficult to understand, contains some very instructive things for the people of God at all times, for it is not just a bit of Old Testament history. What is here in principle has arisen again and again in the history of the people of God and become, as in this case, the point upon which there is a return, very often to tragedy.
What lies here at the heart of this incident or episode, is man's alternative to God's best. And in stating that you will immediately recognise that that is an issue which is constantly arising. It arises in our lives, as it has arisen in the history of the church all through these centuries: the issue of man's alternative to God's best.
The thing which is all-governing in this matter is that of the continued presence of the Lord in life and power right on to the end. You notice that that is the matter which Hosea brings out so forcefully: "You asked for a king and you got what you insisted upon having; where is he today? What's the good of him today? In so insisting, you lost the Lord! You chose an alternative to the immediate presence and government of the Lord and your alternative has let you down. Where are you today? Without both your alternative and the Lord."
So we repeat: the all-governing question is that of the continued presence of the Lord in power with His people, not for a time, but right on to the end. The Lord has been able to abide, to remain, to stay and go right on to the end; there has not come a time in which it could be said the Lord is no longer amongst us. That is a big issue isn't it? A very big one indeed. And I have said that this episode is not just a bit of Old Testament history, it is set in a very large context in Christian history and it must be therefore carefully examined and analyzed to discover the causes on the one side of the disaster, the tragedy of losing the Lord, and on the other side the ground on which the Lord is going to abide with His people to the end. We must therefore look into this to lift out the principles governing this whole question.
The Lord's verdict is written clear: "They have not rejected you," He said to Samuel, "they have rejected Me." That's what the Lord thought about it. They would not have accepted that if it had been put to them quite boldly in that way, "You are this day casting out the Lord, repudiating the Lord!" they would have been very angry indeed. But nevertheless the Lord said that was what they were doing whether they would accept it or not. It can be done, you see, while we even protest that that is not what we mean or intend; we can just be doing it.
Now, right at the heart of this story, one fragment of two words only, is the clue to the whole great mistake. The whole phrase is: "Make us a king like unto the nations". And the fragment is: "like unto," like unto. Whenever the people of God fall out of the immediate and direct government of the Holy Spirit, invariably they proceed to imitate and reproduce something that they have seen objectively - not by revelation, not spiritually, but something that they have seen - and "We'll have it like that, we'll make it like that, we'll reproduce that, we will duplicate that". Very often it comes down to this: "We'll have a New Testament order..." something studied, something objectively apprehended, but it's an imitation. It's a seeking to reproduce something that already exists in some form; some settled established form and order. And let it be said at once dear friends, that as in this case in Samuel, which is a continuation for a time of the book of Judges, so in every other case when this happens, it's always the mark of spiritual decline when you do that, it is not a mark of spiritual maturity to do that, of spiritual progress, it's a time of spiritual declension when you've got to imitate something.
There is a very big principle involved in this. Imitation, duplication, reproduction, by making: "make us", by making. All this is the incorrigible habit of the natural man. The incorrigible habit of natural man: to make something like something. That was the terrible tendency and the tragic tendency of the church at Corinth, to make the church according to the wisdom of this world, on the principles of this world. And Paul said "You're carnal; are you not carnal?" Wisdom... the wisdom of this world, no not that. But to form the church on the principles of this world as they had seen the world - bringing it into the church - it was a disastrous thing for Corinth, it was the great peril which was threatening the churches in Galatia which drew the apostle Paul out in such vehement anger as you find nowhere else in all his writings, repeatedly he uses the word: anathema. Anathema! And what was the tendency? Oh, this whole Judaistic set up which the Judaizers had brought down to impose as a fixed, settled, historical, traditional system upon something spiritual, creating this terrible crisis: that the believers in Galatia were being influenced to the point of turning away from that which had come in by the Spirit. As Paul says, "having begun in the Spirit..." turning away from that direct government of the Spirit to some thing and imitate it; the whole system of Judaism.
And so we could follow this thing through history, but it's coming up again and again, and here it is in this story as a great example of the tragedy of that. Let us look at the real implications of this story. What was it that they were doing? What was it that was happening? And in noting these things we have our lesson, we have our warning and we have our instruction. Note, it was a break with their right position; the position which was their right position before God. What was their right position, the right position of the people of God? It was absolute separation from the nations. It began with Abraham did they not? Look at God's dealings with Abraham; lifted him clean out, separated him, kept him separated, let him know that if he interfered with that separation, as he did on one or two occasions, it came back, it reacted upon him in such a state of lost fellowship with God that he had to get his altar up again and recover. But on the whole, his is a life where he's completely separated from the nations, from the world and his seed Israel are an elect nation taken out of the nations. Their forty years in the wilderness had primarily this object: to show them how utterly, utterly, they were an unworldly people. Or on the other side, so utterly a heavenly people, to have everything from heaven: their government, their provision and sustenance, their guidance, their strength, their continuance, right out from heaven because a wilderness can't provide you with very much for the life here of nature. Separated, unto God. We see why in a moment, but this was their right position. All through their history it was just a battle over this, the maintaining of this position.
They were called a holy people, sanctified. What is holiness; what is sanctification? It'd be as well if you get this thing settled, lots of ideas about holiness and sanctification. Do remember dear friends, that this whole world, this whole world lies in the wicked one. That's the word of God. It lies under a curse. And if it were the occasion and I had the time, and I'm being beaten right up now over this matter before I've started, I could show you and you would see very clearly how we are living in the part of the dispensation which is showing beyond any doubt or question that this creation lies under a curse, that every thing that man thinks to be progress and development, brings him into more trouble. And, and all his efforts after power, after strength, only bring him more fear and fear is becoming the universal thing in this whole realm. Fear, fear, fear! The greatest achievement of man is the splitting of the atom or the making of the atomic bomb. And what has it done? Brought more fear into the very creators of it than ever was in this world, and into the whole world. Is there a curse on all men's works? That is only a hint, it's only a hint, but it's like that!
Every fresh discovery and invention creates a new problem; some new problem, and we go from problem to problem and they get bigger and bigger until men today are just completely bewildered as to how to contend with the forces of this universe. Well, I didn't intend to say that, only to emphasise that there's no doubt about it, what the Bible taught at the beginning and all the way through is that this world lies under a curse. And its ruler is the accursed ruler! Touch it, touch it spiritually, become linked with it in any spiritual way, and you touch death because you've touched something evil, something unholy. Even unspiritual and unconverted men discern something like this. The great Churchill, you know, (not a saved man, a man who has a life with God, but, but very shrewd in his perception and judgment) spoke of Hitler "that evil man, that evil" - getting to the heart of it.
There's evil in this whole world system and God takes His people right out of it. For all spiritual associations and connections, you've got to live in it but not to be of it, not to be in any way spiritually related to it. Holiness, sanctification (the same thing) is just separation unto God from that evil regime that governs this world. Ah, wrestling, says Paul, is with the world rulers of this darkness, hosts of wicked spirits. For they had been brought out and their right position with God was that! And when they maintained that position, heaven was on their side, heaven was on their side, whatever they were in themselves. But here: "like unto the nations..." what a drop. What a collapse. What a break with their right position.
I can't take more time with that, but the Bible speaks of that kind of thing as spiritual fornication. Spiritual fornication: intercourse with an evil state of things which is in this world. Touch it and you lose God, He stands back. Well, leave that for a moment; do notice that the battle has always been on that for the people of God, always on that issue, if only the forces of evil can in some way bring about some kind of link between the people of God and themselves and their system, that's the doom of the people of God. This talk about worldliness, worldly Christians, and worldly church, and worldliness in the church goes far deeper than just how you dress and how you get yourself up and what you do and where you go; it's far deeper than that. It's touching spiritual iniquity and it spells spiritual death. It was a break, then, with their right position, it was a breach of vocation, a breach of vocation.
Why were they chosen out from the nations? Why is the church chosen out from the nations? Let's bring it right here: why have you and I been called out from the nations? For God looked to take out of the nations a people for His name. And we belong to that people, if we're in Christ, but why? Why? Just to be saved and go to heaven? Thank God for all that, but this people, and we, were chosen, separated in Christ for a purpose, for a vocation. And the vocation of the church, as was the vocation of Israel, and your vocation and mine, dear friends, is a very great one, it is an ultimate one, there's nothing beyond it. It is threefold: we should be here amongst the nations though separated from them, for a testimony to the absolute supremacy of the Lord. The absolute supremacy of the Lord! Now you've only got to recall your Old Testament to say that's the issue: "I am the Lord, beside Me there is no other." Their whole existence rested upon that, that they should fulfil this vocation of being here, to let it be known to powers seen and unseen, men and demons, earth and hell, that the Lord is the Lord supreme. And that's a very practical thing, it comes down to a lot of matters you know.
"I prefer to live forty years in the wilderness..." well, here we are, where are you going to have bread in a wilderness? Where are you going to have water in a wilderness? How are you going to live in a desert for forty years? Only as heaven comes to your rescue. Only if God Almighty intervenes on your behalf. It's a great illustration of this, but go through your whole Old Testament and you'll find that this is the thing: these people are either doing this, or they're failing to do this - maintaining a testimony in their very life and being, history and experience, to the absolute supremacy of the Lord without any pluses, without the Lord needing any help from the world, without your having to turn in any other direction to see you through for your support, for your maintenance, for your progress. The Lord alone and the Lord sufficient. That's why they were chosen. It was a breach with their vocation when they said: "Like unto the nations..."; not only the supremacy of the Lord, but to keep before the world the nature of the Lord, the nature of the Lord. What kind of a Lord is this? What kind of God is God? The Lord, the Lord merciful and gracious, plenteous in loving kindness, slow to anger. That was their song in testament. A holy God, a holy God. Without enlarging upon that, their vocation was to keep alive on this earth amongst the nations a testimony to what kind of a Lord the Lord is. Stating that, we leave it.
And then their vocation was to demonstrate to all around the complete sufficiency of the Lord. The Lord did not choose you because you were greater than any other people, because you were more able and efficient and you were better. Better? Not a bit. We know today that that people is no better than the other people of the world, indeed Moses did say, "If you depart from the Lord you'll stink in the nostrils of all peoples." How true that has become. Not because they were better, no they needed the grace of God perhaps more than any of the other nations. They needed, because of their weakness, the power of God more than the nations round about. Oh, they just needed the Lord! That's all there was to it, and the Lord chose them, chose them. Paul said to the Corinthians, "You see your calling brethren, not many wise, not many mighty, not many noble, God has chosen the foolish and the weak and the things which are not..." That is very comforting to us, but mark you, that can be just negative comfort. What for? "To bring to nought the wise, the mighty, the things that are, that no flesh should glory before God, but he that glorieth should glory in the Lord..." the absolute sufficiency of the Lord! And that was their vocation, that's your vocation, that's my vocation and that has got to be preserved intact in weakness, oh yes, weakness....
If the Holy Spirit does one thing with those who He gets really hold of, He brings them to weakness. He just undercuts all their self-sufficiency, their self-importance, their self-resourcefulness. You meet a truly Holy Spirit possessed man or woman and you meet one who has no strength in themselves, no confidence in themselves - foolish. Foolish! Why, you're destined, you're destined under the hand of the Holy Spirit to come to the place of utter bewilderment over everything if God doesn't resolve your problems and see you through, you're beaten absolutely for want of explanation and understanding. It's alright, it's just the way of the Lord! Emptiness, emptiness, yes, that's the way of the Spirit, the way of the Spirit.
You know the way of a river, the way of a river is always the lowest channel; always seeks out the lowest place, a river does. The Spirit, which is the River of God, always seeks out the lowest place: emptiness. And this is the way of the Divine glory, but this was a break, a break with vocation: "make us a king like unto the nations...".
Now, as I close, it was a repudiation of the principle of their very existence. What was it? You see, dear friends, there are depths of Divine wisdom which we have not fathomed or grasped. By His people and in His people, God is undercutting the whole of the work that the devil did in mankind at the beginning. And the principle of the man of God, the woman of God, the people of God, is utter and absolute dependence upon the Lord. Dependence upon the Lord! Look at Moses, look at Abraham, look at all of them: Moses, a man learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, evidently a very wise, intellectual, well-trained and tremendously efficient man when he was in Egypt, comes out and after forty years under the hand of God when God calls him to go he says, "I cannot speak; I cannot speak; I cannot. Oh, if You will send, send by anyone whom You will, but not by me... I'm not Your man." He's only one example, isn't he, Jeremiah: "I can't speak, I am but a child, I am but a child." Here is utter dependence upon God.
Saul of Tarsus, a big man in his own realm, yes, everything, everything, but if there is one man in history who knew his dependence upon the Lord, it was Paul the apostle. Utter dependence upon the Lord, "We have this sentence of death that we might not trust in ourselves but in God who raiseth the dead. That's where I am, a dead man needing to be raised". A dead man can't do very much can he? Not much good, a dead man, needing to be raised. The principle of absolute dependence upon the Lord which was the principle of Christ's own life: "The Son can do nothing out from Himself but whatsoever He seeth the Father doing...", "the words that I speak I speak not of Myself...", "the works that I do I do not of Myself..." dependence, dependence. And here: "Make us a king like unto the nations..." repudiation of this very principle; a change from the spiritual to the natural. Saul, Saul... their choice, Saul, the man who God gave them, was everything that pleased the natural. Look at him, he's taller than any other man in Israel. He's finer looking, a finer specimen of humanity than any other there. A magnificent fellow, judged naturally. Yes, alright, you asked for it, you've got it; what you asked for. The natural? God will give you the natural.
But we close. What did the Lord do about it? What did the Lord do? Well, He did two things. He helped them to their own conclusions. This is a very terrible thought. He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their souls. You know, dear friends, apparent prosperity and blessing is not always a good sign, you think that we are having great blessing and things are going just as we want them to go, but there may be a snare in it. It depends on the motive lying behind it all: your natural gratification and pleasure... something to glory in... your wonderful 'Saul' whatever he may be: your system, your organization, your thing... wonderful Saul, bigger than any other, something to take note of and to point out and "Look! Look!" There's a terrible snare in that. The Lord may not be in it.
The Lord helped them to their own conclusions, He gave them a king, told Samuel to anoint him, "Go on, go right along their line, they are determined, give them what they are determined to have, we'll help them to their own conclusion". And so He did and you know what the conclusion was. By Divine aid, they came to tragedy.
But the Lord was doing other things and this is better; while all this was going on, He was secretly preparing something that was after His own heart. Unrecognised for the time being, taken no note of, no account of for the time being, while these people are getting on with their Saul, the Lord was working outside. That little David, secretly chosen and anointed, separated unto God, going through a deep history with God, deep history, for a long time, during the whole of these forty years of Saul's reign. What a terrible time David was having out there in his cave of Adullam, but God is doing something in him. Secretly doing a deep work in David, preparing him for the day of crisis. And there is seeping out to him those who are being disillusioned, saying, "This is not it! This is not it, we've made a mistake. We've got on a wrong line, this is not meeting our real need, this is all disappointing" and a few like that growing company and their disillusionment and their heart emptiness - disappointment with this whole thing - were moving out to David and God was forming something secretly and hiddenly that was really after His own heart.
Oh, there's a lot of history in that. I don't like being critical at all, but I do point this out, dear friends, that there's a great deal of the Saul idea about in Christianity: the big thing, the wonderful thing, the natural fleshly thing that appeals to men and the world, something like unto the nations... like that, there's a lot of it. But is it not true that even in such a day, there are many hungry, empty hearts that are not finding that to be the answer? They're on stretch for something more and God is doing a secret work in our day, make no mistake about it, you can go over this world and here and there, one, two, a few whose hearts are disappointed and whose hearts are reaching out for the true thing of God. And God is doing it secretly; going to do no Saul kind of thing over this, no great public bigness, but no, quietly and secretly He's doing His deep work and these will be the instrument when that day arrives when this whole other thing will be blown to bits. It will be the people who know the Lord, with whom the Lord will go through to the end.
I've had to skimp a lot and leave out quite a lot this morning, I've gone far beyond my allotted time, but I got a comforting note to take all the time I needed. I haven't done that, but dear friends, I trust you see the point. This is the issue: whether you're with a thing "like unto the nations" or whether you are being after the thing after the heart of God, "I have chosen for Me a man after My own heart who shall do all My pleasure." "My pleasure..." The Lord give us understanding...
Do give us this insight, perception, understanding, discernment in the things that differ, even in Christian things, the things that differ, and lead us in the way where Thou Thyself canst commit Thyself without reserve... where Thou canst abide forever for Thy name's sake, amen.
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