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    God Has Spoken

  


  
    by T. Austin-Sparks


    The first two messages are transcribed from conference messages given in January, 1965 simply titled: "Hebrews 1, 2, & 3". The spoken form has been retained verbatim, words which were unclear are in [square] brackets. The final two messages may not have been part of this conference as they are undated transcripts, however they appear to fit with the theme so have been included.
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    Chapter 1 - The Necessity of Giving Earnest Heed to the Things That Have Been Heard

  


  
    The first half of this message is a transcript, but unfortunately the recording ends part way through. However, the full message was published as an article in the AWAT magazine in January 1966, so the message has been completed using the article from the magazine.


    Lord, we do now adjust ourselves to the deepest truth, that only Thou Thyself canst make us understand Thine own things. It is not possible for the natural man to understand the things of the Spirit of God. Only the Spirit of God can give that understanding. And unless Thou here in this very hour dost do that with every one of us, we have come in vain. Lord, do Thou the speaking, beyond all human instrumentality, may we be given to hear the Lord speaking in our hearts. That will be fruitful. We pray that it may be so in the Name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.


    Will you turn again to that letter from which we have already read, the letter to the Hebrews in chapter 2: "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard lest haply we drift away from them. For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? Which having at the first been spoken through the Lord was confirmed unto us by them that heard; God also bearing witness to them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will."


    If you'll turn to the end of the letter, to chapter 12 at verse 25: "See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh. For if they escaped not when they refused Him that warned them on earth, much more shall not we escape who turn away from Him that warneth from Heaven, whose voice then shook the earth. But now He hath promised saying, 'Yet once more will I make to tremble, not the earth only, but also the heavens.' This word 'yet once more' signifying the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that have been made, that those things which are not shaken may remain. Wherefore receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us have grace whereby we may offer service well-pleasing to God, with reverence and awe. For our God is a consuming fire."


    Those words, of course, sound very terrible. They're almost like holding a threat over people and you might feel that they are not too encouraging a beginning for a time like this. I have read them with one object and I think they constitute a very good starting point for such a consideration as is before us at this time.


    No one will question the solemnity of those words. There is something almost terrible about them. When you hear them, you say, "Well, you cannot, you dare not fail to recognise that we are in the presence of something very serious". There's something very serious on hand when such words have to be spoken. We are not in the presence of some just light, superficial, pleasant matter and interest. We're evidently in the presence of something momentous, something which, if on the one side can be put into such a language of fear; fear! For it says, "let us fear." A fear. A warning. A solemn and terrible warning. The possibility of something awful happening. If, on the one side it's like that, you don't talk like that about anything unless it's something of tremendous value, something of very glorious possibility and consequence. To miss that something is said to be the most terrible thing that could happen. Therefore it must be something tremendously important.


    Now, I'm not exaggerating. I'm not making that up, but there you are. I started at the beginning of the letter, "Let us fear lest..." I've gone right over to near the end of the letter, and the same words or similar words, occur again, a summing up. And in between the beginning and the end you just have any number of these earnest entreaties, these solemn warnings, examples taken out of the life of others who did not give heed and go through. And what happened in their case? You have all these exhortations, entreaties, admonitions, warnings, beseechings, and we shall come on to those in particular, probably before we're at the end of these gatherings.


    What is it all about? Now therefore, friends, I suggest to you that this letter must be a very vital letter. If that's the nature of it, the realm of it, if that is the portent, it's something tremendous in view for Christians which can be missed. That's what it's all about.


    I, this afternoon, will occupy my time mainly in talking about the letter. Later we will get into the letter itself probably, and talk about it.


    Now you see, when you have language like that, when someone is speaking in this way and it's put on record and it turns out to be (allow me to put it in this way) not man writing or speaking, but God, you surely must be in the presence of a crisis. It must be a crisis that is on hand. That is, a terminal point on which and at which tremendous issues are at stake, one way or another. When you hear something has got to happen, it's the ultimate that is brought to bear upon this moment, this situation. Now, we know, of course, that this letter itself took its rise from a crisis, but it's impressive to realise that not only was it related to a historic crisis, but the Holy Spirit took hold of that and introduced the ultimate crisis - built upon that the ultimate issue.


    Perhaps you need that explained. The historic crisis was this: this letter was written probably about, approximately two years before that full scattering for the whole of this age of the Jewish people; the destruction of Jerusalem, which the Lord Jesus had foretold. The words you noticed in our reading which were in the first place spoken by the Lord Himself, "Give the more earnest heed" and some of the things which were spoken by Him, were related to this crisis. He said, "The day is coming when they will cast up around you their siege. They will leave not one stone upon another." That whole terrible twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew's gospel spoken by the Lord was bearing upon the thing that was now within a year or two of actual fulfillment when the Roman legions besieged Jerusalem, brought it to starvation, destroyed its temple, so that literally, according to a Jewish historian, they did not leave one stone upon another.


    It is on record that as they went about their work, they literally left the whole thing to the ground - to the ground. And the temple: finished, all the temple worship finished, the priesthood finished, the sacrifices finished, the people scattered to the ends of the earth, never to be recovered again in the dispensation. It's been like that according to the Lord's word, "your house is left unto you desolate." It's been like that these two thousand years. That's the historic crisis that is here, the shaking of the things of the earth that can be shaken.


    Now the Holy Spirit takes hold of the historic and superimposes upon that something bigger: the shaking of the heavens also. The heavenly things! This is, this is Jewish Christianity now, it's Christianity as a whole that will be shaken at the end. This is an end of one phase. Another phase is coming when everything in Christianity will be shaken - shaken to its foundation.


    This tremendous two-fold crisis is the occasion of this letter. Why did the Lord cause this person, whoever he was and we won't debate who he was, to write this letter at that time? And this is where it comes to us with just as much force, it ought to come as it came to the Jews at that time, or was intended to do. The time will come - it is fixed in the counsels of God - when everything in this creation and in this universe is going to be subject to a tremendous shaking. It's going to happen! Going to happen.


    Peter speaks about it in terms of the atomic age, as you'll know. "Seeing that all these things shall be dissolved..." the elements of fire, and so on. It's coming. Now the issue is this: when that comes, if that comes, what that we have, will abide the shaking? What will go through it all and survive unshaken? Unshaken! What have we got that, let the greatest shaking in this universe come, can never be moved, will never go, that will come out all right, unshaken. A kingdom which cannot be shaken. What have you got like that?


    Now, this letter was written to these Hebrew Christians, to try... it was a great effort of the Lord, to get their feet established on ground that could never be shaken. You see, they were wavering. They were wavering. They were already being shaken. They were being moved from their steadfastness. Some of them were thinking of going back to the old associations and the old Jewish system. It was like this. And the Lord inspired this letter with the one object of getting them established, so established, that when this terrific storm broke, and these winds were let loose, they carried away, carried away so many and so much, there would be that which would stand the storm, and abide. And, as I have said, He used the historic as the occasion for bringing in the eternal. He leads onto this for all Christians.


    Now, dear friends, there are two things about that that are important for our notice. One is this: that you cannot, you cannot settle that matter when the storm breaks. See? If you have ever been in a storm, a real good storm, you know very well that that's not the time to get things settled. If you haven't got them settled before then, you are just going to be all at sea indeed. Forces will be just too much to cope with, far too much to cope with. You'll just be thrown all over the place. An emergency is not the time to quietly get down to our foundations. We're caught up in things too much. It's like that. If it's not all settled beforehand, if you don't know where you are beforehand, when this thing breaks, you'll not be able to see to it then. That's important to recognise.


    Therefore, therefore this letter would say: "in the light of testings which will come, in view of that which is bound to break upon us at some time, now's the time, now's the time to make sure that our position is an absolutely sound one, an absolutely true one, that there's nothing doubtful about our position at all, no question about it. We know where we are. We're not at the mercy of other people's judgments and ideas and what not. We know the Lord, we know the Lord for ourselves, we know where we are. Let everything go to pieces, we know where we are with the Lord". Now that is the thing that has got to be settled, and it cannot be settled when everything's going to pieces.


    But the other thing that is important (and I sound very serious, don't I?) but it's very important that we should recognize that it may not be necessary for the great ultimate upheaval and chaos and cataclysm to take place in order to bring that issue out. Is not this the heart of every trial that comes into the Christian life? Every day, any day, a temptation or an adversity, some suffering, something that just is calculated to throw you all over the place. Now, in any such experience the question arises: what have I got of the Lord that's going to get me through this? What have I really got now of the Lord that will stand me in stead in this crisis? It may be something in everyday life - a family matter, a business matter, a church matter, a personal matter - something that is most testing, unsettling, and upsetting. It comes like a shock or a blow to knock you to pieces. What have you got of the Lord that's going to see you through it, that you'll not, you'll not go with the wind. You'll not be carried away in this hour of trial. It will stand. It will remain.


    Now, that is the issue of this book, you see, whether it's a historic crisis in the life of Israel or Jewry, or in the ultimate experience of the church, and it's coming, and it's already come to multitudes of the Lord's people on this earth. That's the position today in a large part of this world, the test is: what have we got that will see us through this, this terrible time? It's the question for many today in the East. But it's the ever-present question, you see. And that is the message of this book.


    And so it has to be solemn. It has to be serious. It has to use words like these, "Let us give... we ought to give - we ought to give - more earnest heed to the things that were heard. Lest haply we drift from them." Now, that is a poor way of interpreting the original language. Our English language just so often fails to give us the real sense of the words which were originally used. Here it is, "Lest haply we drift away from them." And the picture there in the original language is the picture of a ship, a ship in rough water with strong currents and heavy winds. And that ship is having a very difficult time, and it is trying to make calm water. There are moorings there in the harbour, moorings there, if only she can make those moorings and lay hold on those moorings and get moored out, she's all right. But here she comes. And those responsible are a bit careless about it. And just as she comes up on the moorings, they're too careless to grasp them, to lay hold of them, and to fasten them and she drifts past and onto the rocks. She drifts past.


    That's actually the picture behind the Greek words here, "We ought to give the more earnest heed lest...." You see? "On this strong, adverse current, these conditions of trials, do not be [swept away]. [Audio ends here.] We can drift past through not being serious enough, not earnest enough, nor meaning business sufficiently. The moment comes when all might be well and we might be made fast and sure, but we drift past, carried on to lose what was there for us.


    Now, you know that this whole letter is built up on that idea. Read it again in that light. After its introduction, that wonderful presentation of the Lord Jesus, it says: "We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away", and you see what the consequences of that are in this book. "The more earnest heed to the things that were heard." To me that is a key to this book. There are many arguments in it which might be taken out and used as the title, or key, to the whole book. A little further on there is this wonderful fragment: "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?" "So great salvation" might be a key to the book. You can read and study it in the light of that. And there are many other fragments like that which in themselves open up the whole book. "We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard." What things?


    God Hath Spoken in His Son


    You see how the book begins: "God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in His Son." Not by His Son. That is true, but it does not say that here. Yes, He spoke by His Son, but the real point here is that He has spoken in His Son. The Son is God's speech. It is not even what the Son says, but it is what the Son Himself implies, signifies, what His coming into this world, or being in eternity, represents of God's thought. God has manifested Himself, has made Himself known, revealed Himself, spoken for Himself Son-wise. Not the words of the Son only, but the Son Himself expresses God. If you or I could see the Lord Jesus, really read Him as a person, we would have all that God wants us to know, for it is all there. God has spoken in a person. He has embodied Himself for revelation in a person... 'hath spoken at the end of these days Son-wise'. You notice that the words 'in His Son' are in italics, which means that in the original those words do not exist. What is really there is this: 'God hath spoken Son-wise.' That is difficult to grasp and to understand, but, you see, it opens up everything. The rest of the book is an opening up of what Christ is, and all that has come from God in Him personally. We are not going further with that at the moment, but God hath spoken. In old times He spoke by angels, by leaders, by prophets, by priests and by numerous means and methods, signs and symbols and types, divers manners, a variety of manners, in different times and fragments. He has gathered the whole up now at the end. This is the last speech of God, but it is complete and full, comprehensive. It is the end - Christ.


    "We ought to give the more earnest heed." If it was so serious when He spoke by or through angels, then it was tremendously solemn when He spoke in His Son. The angels were great beings, wonderful beings, but, as the letter goes on to show, nothing in comparison with the Son. If when God spoke through prophets, or priests, or kings, or leaders, it was a solemn matter for the people - and it was a very solemn matter, a crucial thing for those who heard - how much more so when He spoke Son-wise! We ought therefore to give the more earnest heed when God speaks like this, and He has spoken to us like this. You see what it says: "The word spoken through angels proved stedfast". This so great salvation takes its greatness, its dimensions, its supremacy from the fact that Christ is so much greater than all. God has spoken to us in Him, but, you see, it is "God bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit".


    Through the Apostles


    I think there is something more to note about this for the moment. This letter - so-called to the Hebrews - was written (if what we think is true) just before the year A.D. 70, when the destruction of Jerusalem finally took place. By the year 70 all the apostles, with the exception of John, had gone to the Lord. They had done their work and had written their letters. God had spoken concerning His Son through them all. Only John remained at this time. God had been speaking. Now it says here: "God... bearing them witness". To whom did God bear witness? To the apostles - "by signs and wonders... and gifts of the Holy Spirit". God was speaking concerning His Son in and through the apostles, so that by the time this letter was written there existed the major part of the New Testament literature. Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians existed. You look into all those and you see that it was God speaking concerning His Son. The letter to the Romans opens almost with that very phrase: "The gospel of God... concerning His Son", and that is the message of that big book.


    Now these are the things that were heard: God's speaking concerning His Son. You and I have that. We have all that God has said and is going to say in this dispensation concerning His Son. All that I am saying is only getting into what God has said. I am not adding anything to this revelation of Jesus Christ. It would be impossible to do that, and it would be a very terrible thing to attempt to do it. We are only, as the Lord enables, getting into what God has said about His Son in His Word. We have it all: all that God has said concerning His Son. What a tremendous thing it is that He has spoken to us by His Son! "We ought to give the more earnest heed", because tremendous things are bound up with this. I am not going further into that just now, for I am only talking around and on this letter.


    Making Sure of Our Calling


    You see, it is a very critical thing for the Christian life. Not to the unsaved, for this letter is not written to the unsaved, but to Christians. If you look into the letter you will find that these Christians made a wonderful start. Reference is made to what they suffered for Christ's sake when they came to faith in Him. They suffered the spoiling of their goods - they suffered terribly. They made a tremendous start and there was no doubt about them being Christians. I repudiate any suggestion that this letter was written to professing Christians and not real Christians. You don't talk to professing Christians in this way! What have they to lose? They have not got it to lose. The whole letter is on what Christians may lose, and it is not a matter of losing their basic salvation. Let us say that at once, but that will lead us further into the letter. There is some tremendous thing that Christians have got to make sure of. It is not just their being basically saved, getting into heaven. The Corinthians were there, but to them the apostle said: 'Look here, you Corinthians, the foundation is laid in you and you are on the foundation, but you may be putting up a tremendous superstructure which will go up in flames and in smoke and you will just get into heaven so as by fire.' Do you know what that means? Well, you may get in, but everything you have got will be lost and go up in smoke. You will get in naked. What kind of abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom is that?


    Well, of course, if you would be of this indifferent kind and say: 'Well, as long as I get into heaven, that is all that matters' you are completely out of tune with the New Testament. This letter is saying: 'That is not enough. There is something immensely more than that to which you were called in Christ, and you have to make very sure about that... "Give the more earnest heed... lest".' Lest! How often that little word occurs in this letter! Lest so-and-so be the result which God never meant for His people. He meant something so much more than that.


    Well, I think we are going to leave it there now. We just stand on the threshold and survey this, and conclude with this word.


    The Lord Wants Better Christians


    Dear friends, the Lord wants much better Christians than many of us are. He does want a more solid type of Christian than is represented by the majority. Oh, the poor shape that the majority of Christians make of this matter! What a poor representation and expression of Christ we are! Many know it and are not satisfied. Inside they know that all is not well. They know a lot of things, have a lot of teaching and doctrine, and church work, but there is such a poor measure of Christ. The Lord wants much better Christians, a better type, a better calibre, and this letter is the letter to make known what it is that the Lord wants, and therefore what it is that is possible, and to bring this tremendous emphasis: "Give the more earnest heed". That attitude is essential to being a better kind of Christian. It is not how it is put here, but it is what it amounts to. There are Christians and Christians, but the Lord would work hard with us to make a better kind of Christian, I would sooner put it this way - to have a far bigger expression of Christ in us than there is. He would work hard for that. That is probably why He allows us to have difficulties, trials and adversities. We have to secure a position where, without any kind of interference, of arguments and circumstances, or what the consequences would be, we are with the Lord, at any cost, for all that He ever meant when He called us into fellowship with His Son. An attitude like that will make tremendous things possible, and that is really the upshot of this letter. Get right into line with all the purpose of God concerning His Son and you will be a different kind of Christian, and you yourself will count for very much more. The Lord will be with you and will commit Himself.


    So we can see why the letter opens up with putting the Lord Jesus in all His greatness right there in front. What a revelation of Christ is that first chapter! The Holy Spirit puts Him there, right at the beginning, in the first, supreme place, and then He says that everything else has to do with that, relates to that, and all these entreaties, exhortations and warnings relate to this: God has an immense purpose concerning His Son, and you are called into that.


    May the Lord at least impress us with this: that the salvation into which we are called is a very much bigger thing than perhaps we have realised. It is a "so great salvation".


  


  
    Chapter 2 - God Speaking in Relation to Man

  


  
    In the letter to the Hebrews: "God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in His Son."


    Chapter 2: "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them."


    We have said something earlier about this final speaking of God by the way of His Son. We have pointed out that in God's speaking Son-wise, it was not only what the Son said, but God's speech was the Person of His Son: what the Son was and is as an embodiment, representation, and expression of God's thoughts, of God's mind. By way of the living Person, God has made Himself known to man, and that, particularly, as to man - that is, what God's thoughts are concerning man.


    It might be of some great value if God had just spoken about Himself, about His own character and nature and being. That would be very good and perhaps wonderful, but we might be left with that as something in itself. Well, it's a good thing to know that God is in existence and what kind of a God He is, but God's making of Himself known is not just by way of information as to His existence and as to His character.


    The Bible as a whole makes this quite clear: that God's self-revelation is vitally related to man, and man is vitally related to that. Or, in other words, the sum of God's thoughts is a relationship between man and Himself, and Himself and man. And it is in His Son, Jesus Christ, that that relationship is brought about between God and man, man and God. And it is just there that the first utterance or expression of God is found. Why should God become man? Why the incarnation? Why should He take flesh, be made flesh and tabernacle among us? Why should God speak by incarnation? That's His first speech, and His final speech, and His full speech.


    Well, you see, everything in the Bible just focuses upon this: that in Christ a union has been brought about between God and man. The Old Testament types and figures and symbols always bear down upon that. The central thing, for instance, in that great symbolic system of the tabernacle - central to the life of Israel the central thing was the ark of the testimony, the ark of the covenant. That was central. Everything was focused upon that. And you know that it was made of acacia wood (always the type of humanity) overlaid with gold (always the type of Divinity) so that there, in that central thing placed right in the most holy place where God met with man, spoke to him. And man met with God between the cherubim on that mercy seat which was the lid of the ark. You have this great declaration, God's thought right at the centre of everything, the central thing in His whole system is union between Himself and man in Christ. Christ is God's speech in that sense.


    "God has spoken in His Son". Formerly He spoke in various, numerous ways and forms of expression, as we have seen - by people, by their offices as prophets and priests and kings - by their work in sacrifices, altars, and so on; by many symbols and types and figures, God spoke in a multitude of ways, in fragmentary forms at different times. One period, the first period, is the period of priesthood, sacrifice, and mediation. That lasted for a period. It changed to another period of kingship and monarchy, and God spoke again in a different way through kings from what He did through priests. And then that gave place to the period of the prophets, and God spoke now through prophets - not kings and priests - through prophets. He speaks in divers manners at different times in the past, but now He's gathered it all up. It's all gathered up. Every form of old is now collected, so to speak, and concentrated in one Person who embodies all the speech of God and there's no more; it's final. "At the end of these days" - at the end of these days. These days in which He has spoken in these many ways and forms at the end. There's nothing after the end. Nothing after the end, Christ is the end of God's speaking. If you don't listen to Him, well, there's nothing more to come. It's the end.


    God has spoken at the end in sonship, His Son, and because of the transcendent fulness of His speech in Christ, "therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard". More earnest heed.


    Now this evening we're going to get a little further into this letter to the Hebrews, which I trust you have open before you. This afternoon we were walking around it, looking at it from the outside, and we seek to break into it and get something of its inward message to us.


    Taking this, "the things which were heard", these are the things to which we are to give "the more earnest heed" because, as we said earlier, from the whole tone, the whole tone of this letter - so serious, so solemn, so imperative - there's something bound up with this hearing, this spiritual hearing of God speaking in His Son, which is of momentous consequence to the people of God.


    "The things which were heard" or, "the things that God has said in His Son". Let me say again, not only through His Son, but in His Son; that is, what does Christ say to us as God's message? What is He, as the message of God, to us? It's a very comprehensive message, far, far too big for a brief season like this of two or three days, but we can take some of its parts, and we begin at the beginning.


    The apostle Paul who, if he didn't write this letter to the Hebrews I'm quite sure had a lot of influence in it, you can trace his finger in it at any rate. You can find him somewhere very much in this letter. We're not going to argue about authorships, but there you are, I'm certain that he had a lot to do with it. That being true or not true - it doesn't matter very much - but the apostle Paul under the same Holy Spirit as dictated this letter, has given us so much as to the significance of Christ and has helped us tremendously as we seek to enter into this letter. Do you notice the movement of this letter right at the beginning, the first chapter, in the first chapter? A marvelous presentation of the greatness of the Lord Jesus as God's Son.


    There are things here which are altogether beyond us. We need to read and read and read again, quietly and thoughtfully, and allow every clause to affect us. Just begin to read, "God... at the end of these days has spoken unto us in His Son". Now listen: "Whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom He made the ages; who, being the effulgence of His glory, the very image of His substance, and upholding all things by the word of His power..." can you grasp that? Any one of those statements? These are tremendous things to say and note: they are said about One who is called "His Son".


    We go on a little later: "Having become so much better than the angels, as He hath inherited a more excellent name than they. Unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten thee?" The answer, of course, to the question is: to none. Not one; Michael or any of the archangels, and they were mighty, mighty beings. You see what one angel can do to a whole mighty army of the Assyrians. One angel went out at God's command and the whole army was slain that night. One angel. Look again at all the tremendous things that angels did in the Bible, but to not one of them did God say, "Thou art My Son". "And again, I will be to Him a Father, He shall be to Me a Son" no, not to the angels, not to any angels.


    "When He bringeth again the Firstborn into the world, He said, Let all the angels of God worship Him. And of the angels he said, Who maketh His angels winds, His ministers a flame of fire; but of the Son He said, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom". Tremendous, isn't it, all this about the Son? Why is that put there at the beginning of the letter? Why is that made the gateway into the letter, the basis upon which the whole letter is founded?


    Now read on. Dismiss these figures that men have introduced to divide up the letter into chapters. That's only a mechanical convenience for public reading and very often an unfortunate division in the narrative. Read on as though there were no chapter divisions.


    "We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that we have heard". Now listen: "For not unto angels did He subject the world to come whereof we speak or are speaking. But one has somewhere testified saying..." listen: "What is man? Not unto angels did He subject the world to come of which we are speaking. But what is man that Thou art mindful of him? Or the son of" not God, "the son of man that Thou makest mention of him?" And you go on: "Thou madest him for a little while lower than the angels. Thou crownedst him with glory and honour, did set him over the works of Thy hands. Thou didst put all things in subjection under his feet."


    Who is this? To whom did He do all that? Man. Man! That's God's idea for man. That's why God created man. That was the intention of God where man is concerned. "For in that He subjected all things unto him, He left nothing that is not subject to him, but now we see not yet all things subjected to him" - to man.


    But what do we see? What do we see? We do not see that Divine intention concerning man now true in operation where man in general is concerned. But what do we see?


    "But we behold Him who hath been made for a little while lower than the angels, even Jesus". Notice the name that is used, the name of His humanity, "...even Jesus because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honour" - crowned with glory and honour  "that He, by the grace of God, should taste death for every man".


    What does all that say to you? Well, clearly this is what it means. God had this great, this wonderful thought concerning man, in the creation of man: "Let us make man in Our own image and after Our own likeness, let him be set over the works of Our hands, let him have dominion." Do you remember those words in Genesis? Man, over the works of His hands having dominion? It's God's great thought for man: to be crowned with glory and honour. "What is man? Not mindful of him, you had him in mind... Son of man, you mark him out," for that's the literal meaning of the word, "You mark him out" for this.


    That was the purpose. He failed. He disappointed God, he disobeyed God, he rebelled against God, he took sides with God's enemy. The result? That man is by no means what and where God intended him to be - that race, that Adam race. What must be done if God is going to reach His end? And He is going to reach it where man is concerned. He must start again with another Adam.


    Another Adam


    And it's there that Paul helps us. He calls Jesus "the Last Adam". I'm always glad that he called Him "the Last Adam", there won't be any need for another one, a third one, or a fourth one. This One will effect it fully and finally. He is the last speech of God, the last Divine expression as to His purpose. He is the Last Adam, come to start all over again.


    Now, this letter, you'll notice, has a lot from the beginning to say about this. This One, this Last Adam, this second Man, this Last Adam, the writer says, about believers: "He is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I and the brethren... I and the children whom God has given Me... I will sing praise among My brethren". He's started a new family; He's started a new family with this Last Adam, and it's the family that is going to come to glory and honour and the realisation of God's thought, but it's going to take its character from its First One.


    Now that's what I'm going to focus upon, perhaps for the rest of the time this evening. It need not take very long.


    We go back to Genesis chapter 1 at verse 28. The Lord has brought the man into being and the woman, and He says: "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth... have dominion". What has God done? He's spoken. And you know, when God speaks it is always an act, not just a word. It's a fiat. It's a fiat when God speaks. "God said 'Let light be' and there was light". God's words are acts. When He came in the flesh and spoke, something happened. Always something happened. When God said "Be fruitful, and multiply", He gave the power of procreation, of multiplication, of reproduction. "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth". In other words, "Fill the earth with people like yourself, and I give you power to do it".


    That's the point at which Satan rushed in: "If I can capture those two - if I can capture those two - I'll fill the earth with my likeness, my seed; capture that power of multiplication, of reproduction to fill this earth, not with the kind that God wants, but with the kind that I want". That was the point.


    Now I ask you, is that what has happened? You need not look outside of this hall. Look inside yourself. Have you got an old Adam? Do you? That's our trouble, isn't it? What we call "the old Adam". It's become a phrase, but that first Adam, in broken relationship with God, whose very nature is not to trust God, not to believe God, to suspect God... it's in every one of us. We've only got to be pressed, pressed hard into some real trouble, where it seems that God has left us and immediately, not from outside but from inside, we begin to question God, to have reservations about the love of God. There's something that rises in our very constitution that is rebellion against God. Is it true? If you, of course, haven't got there yet, you'll not be able to say yes, you know. But you will know sooner or later that there's something in the constitution of this Adam race which is rebellion against God in its very nature - question and doubt as to God.


    Satan has filled this world with a seed like that. It's an unbelieving world, a God-mistrusting world, and a world very largely full of rebellion against God. Satan captured, you see, the race for generation after generation, and on that line of "replenishing the earth". That's a terrible thing, but what I'm getting at is here: the Last Adam has come. The Last Adam, not of that order, not of that, but of a heavenly order, with a heavenly nature, tested, tried in every way even more fiercely than the first Adam, but without sin, triumphant, with complete victory. And what a victory it is. Here we read this evening "tasted death in the behalf of every man".


    Do you know what death really is, friends? Do you know what death, death really is? I don't think you do. I don't think any of us do. No, we don't, we don't, and thank God it's not necessary for any of us to really know what death means. In a little company of friends in Sheffield last night, I was pointing out this. I think I touched on it this afternoon, but when this Son of God was to come into the world, He was announced by an angel. An angel made the annunciation to Mary, an angel came in with the news of the incarnation, and initiated this thing.


    When He was actually born, the heavens were filled with angels singing and glorifying God. When He was in the wilderness under stress of temptation from the devil, with the devil and the wild beasts, it says, "an angel ministered to Him". When He was in the garden, the awful agony of the garden, "an angel came and strengthened Him". When He was risen from the dead, angels were there at the tomb. But when He was on the cross - on the cross - no angel, no angel at all, no voice, no hand to help, no ministry from heaven, and God Himself turning His face aside. That's death - the utter, utter separation from all that is of heaven and the consciousness of it.


    I say that you and I need never taste that. The Last Adam has tasted that in the behalf of every man, so that we need not taste it. That's death. He tasted death on the behalf of every man. He triumphed through that and came out victorious, is seated at God's right hand - what as? The Firstborn from the dead! "The firstborn from the dead, the firstborn among many brethren". A family to be reproduced by Him. God has given to Him, the Last Adam, this great power of reproduction: a family after His own likeness - a family after His own likeness: the Christ family after the likeness of this Last Adam.


    Paul says: "As we have borne the image of the earthly, so we shall bear the image of the heavenly". Not one of you here tonight doubts or questions that you bear the image of the earthly, that is the old Adam. We do. But this wonderful letter is telling us that man was not called to that, or meant for that. What God is going to do with us is to "conform us to the image of His Son" and He begins that by new birth, by new birth, by the reproduction of Christ.


    Oh, dear friends, lay hold of that fragment! What a mighty thing that is! It's going to carry us all the way through. What is it that the Christian is meant for? What is a Christian? What does new birth mean? What does it mean to be joined to the Lord? It means the reproduction of Christ in a family, in a race which is going to replenish this earth, the inhabited earth to come whereof we are speaking. That's the phrase here. It's going to be peopled with people like Christ. That's what we're called to. That's the tremendous thing that we might miss. That's the tremendous thing which we must cherish, that is the thing around which all these warnings and exhortations circle: "We must give them more earnest heed... lest... lest we miss it".


    Leave out all your theological and doctrinal problems and face facts. Here is a book - with thirteen chapters, if you like to let the chapters stand - the whole weight of which comes down upon this: you Christians are called to a tremendous thing which you may miss. Which you may miss! You can't get away from it. Some people have tried to get round it by saying: "This letter was not written to Christians at all, it was written to Jews". That is trying to get round it!


    As I said this afternoon, you can't, you can't apply this letter in any part to non-Christians. Hebrews 6 tells us: "You have tasted the powers of the world to come". No non-Christian has ever done that! And many, many other things. No, this is to Christians, and it's all saying: "You are called to His eternal glory, you are called to conformity to His image, you are called to be a part of this people: to people His creation in the ages to come, an expression of God's thought concerning man." A tremendous thing! It's called "the inheritance" here. We'll come back to that some other time.


    An inheritance is something more than just being in the family. You see, you can be a member of a family because you are born into it, but that doesn't necessarily make you an heir. Doesn't make you an heir, plenty of people belong to families, but they're not the heirs. This letter has to do with the inheritance of heirs. Leave that for the moment.


    Why is Christ presented in this majestic revelation at the beginning? In order, in order that the Holy Spirit should go on and say: "You are called to be fellow-heirs with that One, joined with that One, a part of His inheritance, and for the very purpose of God in Him - to show His glorious intention when He made man." You're called to that. Do you see Him? It's a tremendous thing, isn't it?


    To hear words like this at the beginning of chapter 3: "Wherefore, holy brethren, - holy brethren - partners in a heavenly calling". Partners in a heavenly calling. Now, all the people who are working for the firm are not partners in the firm. That word here, 'partakers' in some versions, 'partners' in the original, is this business term. It's the same word as is used about the disciples when they were fishing and were given a miraculous draught - they beckoned unto their partners - evidently these two or three families were in a business partnership. And that's the word here: partners. Fellow-sharers. Fellow sharers on a basis of mutual relationship in the interests of this business. And here it is, "Holy brethren, partners in a heavenly calling". What is this heavenly calling? Well, partnership with Christ. The apostle, the writer, will say this, "We are made partners with Christ if we hold fast the confession of our faith unto the end". Partners with Christ.


    I don't want to pile words up to make a mountain too heavy for you to cope with, but my concern, dear friends, is on the one side, that we should see how great Christ is, but why, why the revelation of Jesus Christ in such majestic terms is given to show us what we are called to as Christians. A partnership with that One, with that One in the ages to come, beginning now by new birth.


    Now let me conclude for the moment by coming right back to this focal point.


    You see, just as truly as you and I naturally know - we know - that that first Adam is in us, powerfully in us, terribly in us, wretchedly in us - and we do know it - by our new birth, by our union with Christ inwardly, by this this that has happened through a Last Adam coming and our faith in Him, by that, the thing, the thing that has got to be true of us is that as we have known and know the strength and power and reality of the old Adam in us, we're to know the reality of this Last Adam in us. The reality of "Christ in us as the hope of glory" has got to become more and more real and true in our case. Christ is the solution to all our problems, the answer to all questions.


    What is the answer to the great problem of Christian disunity? What is it? Disunity amongst the Lord's people, and it's a big problem, you know, isn't it? It's a terrible problem. There seems to be no end to this thing. It is the old Adam busy, and the old devil through the old Adam, busy. And I challenge you on this: that in every instance, in every case of division amongst the Lord's people, you'll be able to trace the old Adam somewhere as the cause. If you could see it, you'd find it's there. It's there. Somewhere this old man has got in, either in his assertivenesses, or his ambitions, or his determinations, or anything. He's in it. That's where it comes from, these divisions.


    What is the answer to Christian division? Not conferences, discussions. It's Christ, it's Christ, and it's only Christ. There'll be no healing, only in so far as there is an increase of Christ. But if there is an increase of Christ, we've got the key to the situation. "Christ is not divided", Paul said. Or he said, "Is Christ divided?", Is Christ divided? Meaning, an impossible thought: Christ cannot be divided. Therefore, if there is a large measure of Christ you have unity. It is terrible to think, is it not, that the disunity simply means that there is such a small measure of Christ, after all. Oh, terrible thought. And yet there it is.


    As it is true of a matter like that, it's true of all other things, all other things. Christ is the answer. More of Christ, the more problems are solved. The more there is of Christ the more difficulties are got over. More of Christ and you are getting nearer to that where "the earth shall be full of the glory of the Lord". Christ in you is the hope of that glory.


    This is a rebuke to us, and yet it's a great call to us. You see, this letter is founded on this: Christ... Christ... more of Christ. More of Christ. What are you praying for mostly? What are you concerned about mostly? Perhaps you're praying the Lord will use you to lead souls to Himself. For the salvation of souls, perhaps that's the thing you're praying about. Well, I don't say pray less about that, pray more about that, if you can. It may be something else you're praying for, but let me tell you this: the thing above all these other things to pray for is that we may be more like Christ, there shall be more of Christ in us.


    You see, God speaks to the world in a person. Not firstly in words, it's in a person. If only He could get this "one new man" conformed to His Son, what a tremendous impact He would make upon this world. If we were more Christ-like, we would have to say less, and the testimony would be far more powerful.


    Well, that's not the sort of talk that we are used to, but there it is, dear friends. I can only say to you that this, this is what is borne in upon me tremendously, that the Lord would call His people, call out His people to look again at His Son, see how great His Son is, get a new conception of the greatness of Christ, and then say to our own hearts: "There is nothing, nothing that we could imagine of greater honour than to be joined to that Son, a fellow-member of Christ, a partner with Him in the heavenly calling."


    "When I consider Thy heavens, and the works of Thy hands, the sun, the stars which Thou hast created...". We - my wife and I - went to the London Planetarium recently and were shown in this marvellous way, the constellations. You just shrivel and become so small in your own eyes as you view it and contemplate the vastness of the heavenly bodies. David, the Psalmist, stepped out one night under that heaven as he was looking after his sheep and looked up: "When I consider Thy heavens, the works of Thy hands, what is man that Thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou makest mention of him?"


    How do you interpret that? Do you interpret that as meaning this: "This is so vast and man is so little, so insignificant in this universe. Here's the greatness of God, and man? Well... God made man, but man is so insignificant." Is that how you look at it? David's thought was just the opposite: the vastness of God's power and wisdom in the universe, and has put man right at the centre of it as the most important, the most important part of His creation! What is man? What is man that he should be in God's mind more important than the worlds, and more important than everything? He's the key to everything! "Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put all things under his feet".


    It's not a putting man down in a smaller place in God's universe; it is putting man in the highest place. And God's thought, you see, is realised in His Son, and all the suns, and all the moons and all the stars must worship Him. When "He again bringeth into the world His Son", His only begotten, what does that refer to? The coming again of the Lord. There is no doubt about it - at the coming again of the Lord He will say: "Let all the angels of God worship Him". That is how it will be.


    The book of the Revelation shows you that actually happening. But see: it's the Son of Man in that position, the Son of Man! And that's a term, a designation that brings Him in relation to mankind. Mankind. Oh, what a calling! It's too big for us, too wonderful, but dear friends, don't you think we need to get a bigger idea both of Christ and of what it means to be a Christian? Well, read again this letter to the Hebrews in the light of that, and you'll see how tremendously, tremendously it bears down upon this: don't miss your calling, don't be careless about this great calling, this on-high calling, this heavenly calling. "Let us go on" is the great note of this letter. "Let us go on, let us go on unto full growth".


    We'll leave it there for the time being. We'll pray. Work upon Thy Word, give to our hearts the due impression that Thou dost want us to have. We pray that the words, the language, the efforts to convey truth may not in any way hide the truth itself. Bring that to our hearts, that it is no small thing to be called, to be fellow heirs with Thy Son - heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. "He put all things under His feet, gave Him to be head over all things. He appointed Him heir of all things. Fellow heirs with Jesus Christ." What a calling. What a calling! The Lord bring the weight of this to bear upon us, to move us to a new outreach, a new abandonment, a new readiness to suffer the loss of all things to gain Christ. Cover Thy Word. If anything has been said that should not have been said, just let it die. May it have no power with us. But what has been true according to Thyself, confirm it, strengthen it, hold it, preserve it. Be with us now. Cover us in our going. May we be blessed of the Lord with His peace this night. For the sake of our Lord Jesus we ask it, amen.


    


  


  
    Chapter 3 - A Good Beginning

  


  
    We continue a little while along the line of our earlier meditations. You know that we are thinking about the distance which is in the nature of the difference between ourselves and the Lord, which difference and distance constitutes the spiritual pilgrimage or journey of the people of God. The eleven days developed into forty years in the wilderness because of that immense difference that there is between the Lord's people and Himself, and the journey is extended or reduced according to our conformity to Him. The journey is entirely a matter of leaving what we are and being changed into what He, our Lord, is. In our previous meditation, we were especially thinking about the end of the journey, the goal, which is rest, the rest of God.


    In the letter to the Hebrews which we have before us now, we know that there is a great deal said - indeed it is the ruling note of the letter - about going on, "Let us go on to full growth". Following what has just been said at the end of Hebrews 5 about strong meat being for full-grown men, now, says the apostle, let us leave certain things which are beginning things, and go on. It is this spiritual journey again - going on to an end. This going on and this full growth are all of a piece with the entering into rest, God's rest. You know what going on is, it is going on in rest. We know what full-growth is, it is entering into rest.


    There are a lot of God's people who have the idea, who certainly convey the impression, that they think that spiritual growth, spiritual increase, spiritual maturity, spiritual advance, is marked by a tremendous intensity, a strenuousness, a strain which they carry about in their voice and in their appearance. The impression that they make is that the Christian life is a strenuous business and the more intense you are, the more spiritual you are. Let me say at once that that is a very great mistake indeed. We all know that the people who represent the greatest measure of real spiritual life, who have attained unto some of the fulness of Christ, who do represent spiritual maturity, are very restful people. There is a restfulness about them, there is no strain in look, in manner, in voice or in the impression that they give. They are people who know something of inward rest and you feel rested by being with them, reassured, comforted, quieted; you feel that they have strength in which you want to take refuge, they are as the shadow of a great rock. If there is one thing about a great rock, it is the embodiment of the spirit of rest. If you live among hills and mountains, you know that just to stand or sit and look at them brings a sense of settledness, restfulness; they are there unmoved through all the generations. And that is something about God. We have just been singing - "for God is rest", and spiritual growth means that the spiritual strain goes out of our eyes, and our faces, and out of our voices, and that awful intensity, tenseness, goes. It is not a mark of spiritual growth at all. So let us get rid of false ideas about what it means to be a grown Christian. It means to be entering into His rest; we all need that.


    So this letter brings the journey into view, but again it is in this sense, that it is not necessarily a long journey. It depends upon us how long the journey is and it depends upon our appropriation by faith of that which is provided for our soul's rest.


    Now we shall just think for a little while together about some of the things which are necessary to growth, attainment, reaching the end, going on.


    Repentance from Dead Works


    This letter to the Hebrews makes one thing very clear and if we can grasp it and get into the good of it, it will be a good thing done if it were the only thing done today. It makes clear that a good beginning is very necessary. We have got to get into a clear place at the outset. That is what it says, in other words, in Hebrews 6. We have said this going on is all of a piece with the journey, the reaching of God's end. Hebrews 6, as you know, is: "Wherefore let us cease to speak of the first principles of Christ and press on unto full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the teaching of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this will we do, if God permit." This beginning amounts to getting into a perfectly free place with the Lord, and the Jewish background of the people to whom the letter was written makes quite clear to us what that means - getting into a clear place with the Lord.


    You know that the letter is written to Jewish Christians or Jewish believers, those who had come to Christ out of Jewry. That means that they had, in effect, passed out of an outward system of religion which was established here on the earth and had passed into a very clear spiritual place of a heavenly nature and character. You notice how the apostle speaks about these things, the pattern and the heavenly reality. In Hebrews 8 he refers to it - "a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man" (Heb. 8:2). "Who serve that which is a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, even as Moses is warned of God when he is about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith He, that thou make all things according to the pattern that was showed thee in the mount."


    Then in Hebrews 9 you have a further reference - "It was necessary therefore that the copies of the things in the heavens should be cleansed with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ entered not into a holy place made with hands, like in pattern to the true; but into heaven itself" (Heb. 9:23,­24).


    There is a pattern and there is a reality. A pattern was here on earth, given to Moses, but the heavenly realities remained in heaven.


    Now Judaism was simply a matter of that pattern of things in the heavens set up here on the earth, all formal and external, pointing on to a heavenly reality, all of which is Christ: Christ - God's tabernacle, God's dwelling-place; Christ - God's priest; Christ - God's sacrifice; Christ - God's new covenant; Christ - the heavenly Christ, "I came down from heaven" (John 6:38) "I am from above" (John 8:23). Christ - the heavenly reality; all pointing on to Him was this Jewish pattern, and when they came to Christ, they just passed from the earthbound pattern of things to the heavenly free reality, but it had proved to be a very costly way, because these earthly things, even though they be related to God and for God, and although in their inception they may have come from God, having become fixed here, are very tight things. They get a very fierce hold, and in man's hands they become a means of governing and dominating, and if you, by leaving them, infer that you repudiate them, you are not going to escape easily. You will find that they have such a hold that they can exercise a tremendously harmful effect upon your temporal life here, and Judaism was so fixed on the earth and so widespread in every town and every city, and through all the countryside. And everywhere were those who preached Moses and they could make business impossible - the carrying on of your very trade could be made impossible if you did not conform.


    That sort of thing is what these believers met, and they found themselves put aside, shut out, excluded, ostracized, and in their temporal lives and their social lives put under a Ban. And with this suffering and this difficulty coming upon themselves and upon their families, they were so pressed that they looked round for an easier way. And all the time there was the strong argument that what they had left was of God, they had abandoned what God brought into being, that God had sealed it through long generations. And when you have arguments like that in times of intense suffering, when you see your children in privation and your whole life being made extremely difficult, it is not easy to stand.


    So they contemplated an easier way and they were at least in danger of making a compromise: trying to remain with Christ and yet go on with the old order, having the two things together. And to save them from that going back to dead works, this letter was written to show how impossible it is to arrive at the fulness of Christ along the line of things earthly and bound, even though they be ostensibly related to God; religious things.


    Thus there was this emphasis upon the necessity for an absolutely clear place at the beginning, to be with the Lord in a place where everything was of a heavenly and living character, an organic thing. And an organic thing is a thing which is governed by the principle of life, not form, not repetition, not ritual, not tradition, but just life freely working and expressing itself according to its own nature, giving the form of its own nature to the organism.


    That is why the Christian life begins with a resurrection. Resurrection is the coming in of a new life. But even in this resurrection, there has got to be a stripping off and an abandoning of those things which bound in death. It was the custom there, and is in the East, to bind up a corpse in grave clothes, to bind it hand and foot, head to toe. You remember when Lazarus came out of the tomb, called by the Lord, he was bound hand and foot by grave clothes, and the Lord said, "Loose him and let him go!" Those grave clothes are what are meant here in Hebrews 6:1 - dead works, "repentance from dead works". What are the grave clothes of Judaism? Simply the old earthly external forms, legal orders, of religion. They are to be stripped off. There has to be a repentance from dead works. I think our idea of repentance is usually locked up with some grieving, shedding tears and being exceedingly sorry. That is not the full meaning of the word 'repentance'. Repentance simply means 'a turning away from'. When we repent of our sins, we turn away with sorrow, maybe with tears, but the actual repentance is not the tears or the sorrow; it is the turning away in exactly the opposite direction, leaving that direction of things. Repentance from dead works is leaving the grave clothes.


    Perhaps you are thinking that this is hardly appropriate for a gathering like this, for we know this quite well and we have all been more or less delivered, but may I say to you that this kind of thing, these dead works or grave clothes of Judaism, is not just something external, it is a persistent tendency; it is as easy to make anything Christian into a fixed earthly system as it was to make Judaism a thing of the earth. You can make anything into a system here, something that is fixed to which you have to conform. It is a tendency which you find springing up and expressing itself always - a set of doctrines, a certain interpretation, a presentation or a place where such teaching is given, and it has become set - that thing related to that place, and I belong there and we do this and do not do that. That is pure and simple Judaism. It can become at once legal, something brought down to this earth, something that has become set, and as soon as it becomes that, the organic principle is injured.


    The approach is entirely from the other direction. You and I will never go wrong and we will not fail to come to all God's thought in every direction and connection and aspect, if we are moving by the spirit of life in relation to the Lord Jesus alone. It will just come about - and this is the beauty of it, this is the rest of it, this is the mark of maturity.


    Let me speak quite freely and in a perfectly homely way. There are two ways in experience as we go on with the Lord. Early on, when we have not had a great deal of experience, we may see something more of what the Lord wants, what He wants as to crucified lives, identification with Him on the part of His people in death, burial and resurrection, and then as to the church, the heavenly, spiritual nature of the church and of the local church as a local expression of the Body of Christ, and we come to see something of that. And then our tendency, oh, this persistent chronic tendency is to try to bring it about, to impose it upon people, strenuously to labour after it, bring an intensity about this thing to bear upon people to realize it. And we do get something, but it is not all that we want or the Lord wants.


    The Lord deals with us, takes us into depths, breaks, and empties, and teaches the lessons. And among them the greatest of all lessons that, given that we are in line with the Lord and that we are free for the Lord, detached, we have no bonds, no prejudices, that we are really out with the Lord in a clear place, given that, the Lord Himself is going to do the rest in bringing into being what He wants. And He says to us, "Now you leave it with Me, keep your hands off; your part is to co-operate in prayer, perhaps in giving the word, but see Me do it; don't you force this thing, don't you try to bring it about, don't you try and make a church, don't you try to crucify people; keep your hands off!" There is a wonderful restfulness about a position like that. You say that is passivity; no, it is not. You are in it; in a sense and a way, you are sharing the travail, you are in the conflict, you are paying the price, but you are not doing it. But the Lord is doing the thing, the thing is quietly taking shape, and you know that it is not you who are doing it and who have the responsibility. This is the Lord's work, the Lord's business, and the Lord is doing it. Perhaps you would like it to be done a little more quickly, but it is going on, it is happening, the Lord is doing it. It is an organic thing, not an organised thing, and God is behind this and there is rest for your soul.


    Now, that is very simple. There is all the difference between our setting out to make something, to bring it about, to force something, to form something, to realise something, and our being in such a clear place with the Lord and such a free place, that the Lord can just do it Himself. Oh, the necessity for that clear start with the Lord to get free of the old grave clothes. How difficult that is for many who have been brought up perhaps, in a fixed, earthly, religious order of things and system, where it is a matter of Thou shalt, and Thou shalt not, where it is all so legal and where, almost, conscience has become bound up with it because of early training. How difficult it is to get clear, to give the Lord an absolutely free place, a free way, and that is so necessary. Believe me, we are not going to get anywhere until the Lord has got that free place. The trouble with so many is that they bring over the old clinging system of grave clothes, they are still bound, there are some laws of some kind still holding them tightly, some fixed acceptances, and one of the greatest necessities for spiritual growth and attainment is an abiding adjustableness.


    Poor Peter had to learn that. "Thou shalt never wash my feet" (John 13:8). "Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall never be unto Thee" (Matt. 16:22). Well, Peter, you will have to let go that position, you will have to take that back and say, "I once said, Thou shalt never wash my feet; do as you like! I once said, Lord, this shall never come to Thee; I have come to see that is the only way, and I accept that as the only way through!"


    Martha had to learn adjustableness. Martha came very hot and bothered to the Lord that day and said, "Lord, my sister has left me to do all the work, bid her to come and help me!" Well, Martha, you will have to learn to let go, you must learn to be adjustable! And she did learn: she did not learn not to serve the Lord. No, she is still serving, but she was serving on resurrection ground on the last occasion. We can call it organic service now, whereas it was organized service before. It was the outward drive and tension and strain of things. Martha had to learn rest in service, the work of life.


    Repentance from dead works. This heavenly, spiritual, living position is so necessary at the outset before we will get anywhere; this undoing of so much that has got a fast hold upon us in a religious way does not conduce to rest. It is the same thing, going round and round all the time. It was to that that the Lord addressed His words about finding rest unto the soul. He was not speaking to the world at large. He was speaking to the poor Jewish people round Him, to Israel, and He said, "Ye that labour and are heavy-laden". And He said, "Take My yoke upon you... My yoke is easy, My burden is light" (Matt. 11:28-30). If you want to know what He meant, you turn to another place and hear Him talking to the Pharisees, the Jewish religious leaders - they "bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders" (Matt. 23:4). What were the heavy burdens grievous to be borne? The legalistic religious system, the bringing of that whole thing which was a pattern of heavenly things and making it the ultimate, the final thing rather than just that which pointed to something else; making it the thing and imposing it on men and saying, "Now then, this and that, and not this and that!" The poor Jewish people were under that chafing yoke of that fixed system brought down to earth, and the Lord says, "Come to Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden!" And in the letter to the Hebrews we know what He meant; it is explained, "These people are making a hard yoke and heavy burden of sacrifices, and priesthoods, and priestly system to be kept up and maintained at your expense. You come to Me, I am the sacrifice once for all, I am the Priest once for all; come to Me, you will find rest to your souls. My yoke is easy, My burden is light!" The weight of a fixed earthly religious order is lifted off and it is life from within, and you need not fear that you are going to lose something. That is the way of realization, of getting through, of getting to God's end.


    If you and I are really actuated by a living relationship with the Lord Jesus, having given the Lord an absolutely clear free place where we have nothing that we bring over of a fixed order and the Lord has an open way with us, everything that is in the Lord's mind can be realized and will be realized. It will spontaneously operate, it will work. We shall come to the knowledge of the Cross and its inward working. We shall not have to study it up - we shall come to it. The Lord will see to it that we know the truth. We shall come to the Lord's meaning about the church, the Body of Christ, its nature, its vocation, its order. We shall come to it; it is going to happen, that is all. And while we keep an open way with the Lord, anything and everything else that the Lord has in mind will come, we shall be led into it. It is going to happen because the Lord has this matter in hand and all this comes back to the absolute necessity for our being free unto the Lord.


    If we are going to have any 'buts' and questions - "But I was taught... and this is how I was brought up!" If we are going to bring that in, we are going to put something in the Lord's way. I do not mean that we are going to just shed and throw over things that are vital, but you and I have got to maintain all the way along a position where the Lord is free to show us that even things which we have earlier thought and believed to be final and ultimate things were, after all, only stepping stones to something else; they were for the time being important, but their importance was only comparative. The Lord by that means was sovereignly leading us to something else. We must not stay there because the Lord led us there. We must keep quite free for the Lord to lead us past that. That is the spiritual journey, a free place with the Lord.


    And you see so many of the Lord's people just stuck, they are fixed, they never move beyond a certain point simply because they have rounded off everything in a kind of finality, and because something is not according to that, it must be wrong, it must be suspect. The Spirit says, through John, "The anointing which ye have received of Him abides in you, and ye need not that any one teach you; but... His anointing teaches you... all things" (1 John 2:27). You can take that wrongly, you can say, "Very well. I will do without teachers, I will rely upon the anointing!" That is not what John is saying. If you look at the context, you will see this, that John is speaking about Antichrists, "Even now have there arisen many antichrists. The spirit of Antichrist is already at work". Now he says in that connection, "The anointing which you received abides in you and He will teach you about this matter; you will know by the anointing in you whether this is Christ or whether this is Antichrist, whether this is right or wrong; the anointing will teach you. You have no need for anyone to come along and say, 'You beware of so and so, he is an antichrist, a false teacher.' The anointing you have received will make you aware that that is not according to Christ. The Spirit in you is going to bear witness to Christ, is going to keep you according to Christ." That is what John is saying. So remember the context; he does not say you have no need of any teachers at all. He is saying that the Spirit in you will teach you all things in connection with Christ, make you aware what is Christ and what is not Christ, but the Spirit will bring you on in everything that relates to Christ if He has a free way in you, and that is the way of rest.


    It is a very blessed thing, a very restful thing, a happy thing, a thing for which to be very thankful to the Lord, when you can say, "The Lord taught me that, the Lord led me in that way; that was something about which the Lord gave me light!" I say that means measure. The opposite of that is that you have it all from men and what you are is simply the sum total of what you have received second-hand. The Lord does not want it to be like that, even in ministry to the Lord's people. The Lord does not want you, because someone says it, that you must believe it and go and do it. The value of ministry is that the Lord Himself can bear witness to the truth and the ministry stops short and ceases in its value to you unless the Holy Spirit makes that thing livingly yours and you are able to say, "Well, Mr. So-and-so said it and I believed it, or I didn't, but the Lord has now shown me that it was right, the Lord has now dealt with me to make that a very living reality to me!" And so we grow.


    But the point is that it has all got to be like that: living, organic, not something imposed from the outside, but something at work from the inside and that can never be until we have come on to resurrection ground which means an altogether new, clear, free place is secured for the Lord to start with - the organic principle of Life. Repentance from dead works, faith toward God, foundations laid, then being in a clear place with the Lord, let us go on, we can go on, and, given that clear place, the journey need not be so long.


    This is the way of rest; Life is the way of rest, and Life is the expression of what the Lord is doing freely in us, not what we are taking on outwardly. It is a matter of letting go to the Lord and not holding tenaciously to some fixed established order of things; being the Lord's children, walking with the Lord. I trust that our little meditation will be a help towards that, and open a way for the Lord in our hearts to lead us on to full growth.


  


  
    Chapter 4 - Entering Into Rest

  


  
    Reading: Heb. 3:7-19; 4:1-7; Exodus 3:8.


    "We who have believed do enter into rest." The apostle makes it perfectly clear that it is possible to fail to enter into God's rest, even after we have come to the Lord. His words, as we know, in this letter to the Hebrews, and similar words addressed to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians chapter 10, are addressed to believers. They are words to Christians. The apostle by them very strongly emphasised the peril of failing, after all, even although we are the Lord's people, to enter into rest.


    In Exodus 3:8 the Lord is speaking to Moses before the exodus, and He brings the whole of His purpose together in a single statement, "I am come down... to bring them up out of that land (Egypt) unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey." There is no gap of forty years between the two halves of the statement to bring them out and to bring them in. God made no provision whatever for a generation to die in the wilderness. That was never in His plan. His thought was just one complete thought, to bring them out of Egypt and to bring them into the good land. Yet six hundred thousand came out of Egypt, and two of the six hundred thousand went into the land. Of that first nation, six hundred thousand strong, only two entered into the full purpose of God.


    The apostle takes hold of that, and in effect, he says, "There may be a great many who come to the Lord, who become the Lord's people, but it may be that very few of them come into the Lord's full purpose for them, and that full purpose is represented by these words: enter into rest". That is God's full purpose for His people.


    That is a very solemn thought, and a very impressive suggestion, that there may be a whole generation of men and women on this earth who are the Lord's people, and yet a mere handful of them know God's full purpose; for this is not a future purpose, it is a present purpose. We must not think of this entering into rest as related to our passing from this world to heaven. We must not think of it as something which belongs to a future time in the purpose of God, for the apostle says, "We who have believed do enter into rest". "There remains therefore a rest to the people of God." The rest is here, now. God has ceased from His works. He has finished His works, and it is God's rest, not ours, into which we are to enter. It is present. The comparison may be something like this: six hundred thousand calling the Lord their Lord, being related to the Lord, and two entering into God's full purpose. That is a tremendous difference.


    It is not for us to judge among the Lord's people today, but we take what the Bible says. It may be like that. The same word was addressed to the Corinthians and to the Hebrew believers; it may be addressed to the people of God today. What God is saying is this: there is a rest for the people of God which is God's full thought, desire, and will for them; there is a full purpose of God for His people now, and yet multitudes who are the Lord's people may not be in His full purpose. That is simply what the Word says. Whether we are in it or not remains for us to know in our own hearts, but it is quite certain that this is the Word of the Lord to us and to all His own today.


    During the forty years in the wilderness after the first part of God's statement was fulfilled, bringing them out, or having brought them out of Egypt, there was much religious activity. There were many acts of worship, there was the learning of spiritual lessons through failure and through suffering, there was a great deal of association with Divine things, but there was no real entering upon the purpose for which they had been chosen, and for which they had been brought out of Egypt. We must see that there is a big difference between coming out of Egypt, coming out of the world, coming out of the kingdom of Satan, and coming under the Kingship, the government of God; between much activity in a religious way, acts of worship, professions of devotion, learning lessons by failure and suffering, and our entering upon the real purpose for which we have been chosen, and for which the Lord has redeemed us.


    Do we see the difference? Today multitudes of the Lord's people are in the "much activity", the acts of worship, the professed devotion, the learning of lessons through failure and suffering; but how many are really engaged in the Divine purpose for which they have been redeemed? You can see quite clearly the difference between the life of that generation in the wilderness, and the life of the next generation in the land. The one in the wilderness was simply going round in a circle, and it was shut up to the learning of these lessons by failure and suffering, shut up to the much activity in a religious way. The other in the land was a mighty, glorious going on in a full Divine purpose of establishing a Kingdom of Divine glory and government, the overthrowing of evil powers, the bringing into use for fruitful purposes of all the resources of the land, the being a people in full satisfaction, in full victory, as a glorious testimony to the Lord. You cannot look upon the wilderness life as anything like a glorious testimony to the Lord. Whenever you read the story of the wilderness in the Scriptures (and it is recounted many times) it is always a story marked by God's disappointment and man's disappointment. It is a tragic story. When you get to the land it is another story, a story of victory following victory, of glory following glory, of enrichment and wealth ever increasing, of fruitfulness and turning everything to account, so that it is all a testimony to the glory and faithfulness and goodness and fulness of the Lord Himself. That is God's purpose. It is a great business, a glorious business; whereas the wilderness is long-drawn-out dissatisfaction on every side, a story of weakness, defeat, failure and disappointment. Yet they are the Lord's people.


    What does this mean? What does it mean to us, and to all the Lord's people? It means this: that before all else there must be spiritual position, as represented by the land. The first thing is our spiritual relation to Christ. It is not our salvation, it is not our devotion to the Lord, it is not our work for the Lord, but it is our rest in Christ. It is rest from spiritual as well as temporal anxiety, rest from all our efforts, rest from all our works. This "being in the land" - or, in the language of that which is its counterpart, this "being in Christ" - is not merely a kind of spiritual location. We must not think of this merely in the terms of geography. When we speak of position we must remember that this position is not just location, it is a condition, a spiritual state. It is a living, inward fellowship with a living Person. Let us emphasise each of those words. It is a living inward fellowship with a living Person.


    You may come into a place, and it would be quite right for you to say, "I am in this place." That is your location, that is the position into which you have come, but that is not what is meant by entering into rest in Christ. You come into a location, and that is your position; it is quite true that you are there, but that place is not a living thing, all that is in that place is not living. You may come into a room, but the furniture of that room means nothing to you in the matter of spiritual illumination, life, power, ministry; you are simply in a place. Entering into Christ is a living inward fellowship with a living Person. Everything in Christ is living and active, not passive. It has meaning and value. Those meanings and those values are living, they operate, they are working things. Come there, and you find you have come into a realm where things are happening, things are moving, things are taking place; you come into a realm where changes are made in you. You have touched a whole realm of living realities.


    The first essential to this is to see Christ by the Holy Spirit. It is necessary for God to reveal Christ to us, and in us, by His Holy Spirit, so that Christ according to God's mind, God's estimate of Him, God's value of Him, all that God sees Christ to be and to mean, God's view of Him is given to us by the Holy Spirit.


    That may sound very simple and very ordinary, but if you for a moment remember what it has meant to those who have seen Him by revelation of the Holy Spirit, you will see that it is no simple and ordinary thing. There was a proposition which this world in all its forces could never have solved, that proposition, that problem, was Saul of Tarsus. Here is a man of tremendous natural driving force, a man who dominates every situation into which he comes, a man who will trample everything under his feet and make it serve him, and make himself its master. Here is a man who will allow no one who does not agree with him to occupy an equal place with him, he will crush them. Here is a man who is finally settled in his own convictions that he is right, and no one dare challenge those convictions; he will not believe that anybody who holds another view can be right. Here is a man in whom this is born, it is in his blood, and a great deal more than that makes Saul of Tarsus. No argument, suffering, imprisonment or force of man would have changed him. There is nothing that would have changed or broken Saul of Tarsus. He would have died, given up his life in the battle for his own position, nothing would have altered it. But he was changed, he was altered; all that self-strength was broken. He was changed from being the master, the despot, the dictator, to being the minister of Jesus Christ, the bondslave of Jesus Christ, the prisoner of the Lord, to serve and to pour himself out in humble, selfless service to the meanest and poorest of God's children. What a mighty change, which no power on earth could have brought about. What was it that did that? God revealed Jesus Christ in him. It was the revelation of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit that did it. He saw Jesus from God's viewpoint.


    Saul of Tarsus is but one of a great number who have seen the Lord and have been changed altogether. So we see that the first essential to entering into rest, into God's full purpose, is to see Jesus by the Holy Spirit, and until we have seen Jesus by the Holy Spirit we cannot enter into rest, nor can we enter into God's full thought and purpose which lies behind our redemption.


    That which goes alongside of that seeing, that revelation, is a faith stand in Christ, a deliberate and definite act by which we stand into Christ for all God's purpose, to see and to believe; but the belief or the faith is an active thing, in which we surrender and abandon ourselves to that One whom we have seen.


    That is the need, and such a seeing of the Lord Himself must come sooner or later. With many it has been after years, it has been after a wilderness. It is not because the Lord did not will it earlier, but because of the persistent, strong assertion of the flesh, there has been no real surrender. There has been religious activity, professed devotion, acts of worship, many things in relation to the Lord, but no real inward brokenness, yieldedness, surrender to the Lord - still personal interests govern even our service, work, or devotion in some way or other - and so the revelation is delayed.


    It can only come when we come to an end of ourselves, but when it comes, faith acts, and faith takes this position: From this time onward, from this moment for ever, Christ is my all; my life, my strength, my wisdom, my righteousness, my love, my joy, my rest, my meekness; Christ is everything for spirit, mind and body; Christ the energy of my brain, Christ the illumination of my heart, Christ the strength of my will, Christ the very life of my body. It is an utterness of Christ. Thus do we enter into rest, "Not I (even for God, even for service, ministry, or even devotion) but Christ". Christ the devotion to God in me, Christ the works of God in me and through me, Christ the purpose of God in view; all that ever is in me and through me comes out of Christ and is by way of faith in Christ. "That life", said Paul, "which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me."


    That is the position, and that brings rest, that brings us into rest in Christ. It brings us into the place where God's purpose can really be entered upon, where the enemy is cast out, overcome, where the riches of Christ are known and turned to account, where the real testimony to the glory and fulness of God in Christ is established. That is the way.


    Then comes the need for abiding in Christ, for it is not that we, having come into Christ and into rest in Christ, just automatically remain there. There is a need for abiding in Christ. The danger is that as we go on we may become occupied with the truth, or the truths, the doctrine or the teaching. We may become taken up with the ministry - and what a snare ministry is! There has got to be so much ministry fulfilled; we have so many meetings to take, and that means so many addresses or sermons to deliver, to prepare. There are all sorts of things related to the ministry, and we become taken up with the ministry, and the ministry becomes our main business, the business which occupies us. The work of the Lord may engross us. We have come into the truth, the ministry and the work. And then the truth, the ministry, the work of the Lord become the things with which we are occupied, and the danger is that we may cease to be occupied with the Lord Himself. It is the tragedy of thousands of servants of the Lord.


    Some of us know a little about the workings of Christian service. We have been on the committees and boards of Missionary Societies, and one of the things which has been a cause of great distress to us was the shallow, superficial, poor spiritual life of the missionaries out on the mission field. And when we have enquired and have spoken to the missionaries when they have come home they have said, "We have no time for prayer, Bible study, or spiritual fellowship in the things of the Lord; the Lord's work takes all our time. We have so many meetings and classes, so many things to attend to in the work of the Lord that we have no time to be alone with the Lord. That is impossible." They have lost their rest, their joy. It is a terrible thing when the Lord's work, as it is called, is so organised and developed, that the workers have no time to be alone with the Lord. That is a trick of the devil.


    So you find these poor people breaking down spiritually, mentally, physically and morally, or becoming so poor spiritually that they really have not got sufficient of the Lord to satisfy their own hearts. They are dissatisfied and disappointed people, and they have nothing to give to others of Divine riches. That is not being in the Land, that is not the fulness of Christ. It is just possible for us to be so taken up, even with truth, with doctrine, with teaching, with ministry, with work, with the things of the Lord, that we lose the Lord Himself. Life is by abiding in Christ.


    There is a tremendous need, an absolutely essential thing which is indispensable to every child of God, and that is a place of quietness and detachment in their lives for personal communion with the Lord. Everything ought to be made to bend, to yield to that. You and I ought to have in our lives a time and a place for leaving the work, the ministry, the people, the teaching, to be alone with the Lord. We must have it. It is necessary to have our time and our place in life alone with the Lord. The drive on us becomes so terrible that very often in our quiet times it is almost impossible to get away from our responsibility.


    I used to attend conferences, and always did so with my congregation in view, to get my notebook full of things that I could take back to my own people. So all the while I had my responsibility with me, I had my congregation in view, my ministry, my work, I never got away from it. Every book I read, and every address I listened to, and everything in life was to pass on to others, for my work's sake, and my own heart was starved. I was not growing in a knowledge of the Lord Himself. That sort of thing is all wrong.


    That is why we said at the beginning that the first thing is our spiritual relationship with the Lord. Everything else comes out of that. Do we want light? Do we want revelation? What do we want it for? Do we want it for ministry, for public purposes? Or do we want it that the Lord may be able to have His testimony in us as well as in others through us, that the Lord may be glorified? That kind of light and revelation comes out of our own heart fellowship with the Lord, out of a spiritual position, our personal communion with the Lord, our own enjoyment of the Lord. It must come out of our walk with the Lord, otherwise it is simply something that we are using. We might just as well go to a shop and get something to read to other people. It is not ours, it never came to us, it does not belong to us. All the light that others receive through us must come by our own walk with the Lord, out of our own spiritual lives. The same relates to everything else: our ministry, our service, our work for the Lord. It must not be some system of activity into which we have come. It must be proceeding from our walk with the Lord.


    I read recently in a book on the life of a great servant of God, whose name would be known to many, of the big change that came. He was a very able, scholarly, trained man who, before ever he came into the fuller knowledge of Christ as his life and his all, was a man who had a great sphere of ministry. This is what he said: "Before I knew the fulness of Christ I had to preach two sermons at least every week, and those two sermons took me nearly the whole week to prepare, and just to finish them off I had to spend three hours on them. Now I am in endless ministries; ministries of the Word continually, sometimes many times in a day, and every day of the week. Now I am editing several papers, and writing most of the articles myself. Now I am ministering to the Lord's people in many ways, to the sick, and the suffering, and a great work which has developed rests, in a sense, upon my shoulders. But it is all a delight, it is all with such ease, there is no strain or burden. It is all in joy, and I have no difficulty; and the secret is I have come to discover Christ as my life for spirit, soul and body, Christ the very life of my brain to carry me on."


    That is just what we are talking about. Everything must come out of our knowledge of the Lord, everything must come out of our walk with the Lord, but if we have entered into rest, if we have come into Christ as God's fulness, for us things will be different, much more can be done, and it will be done without the strain and burden, the care and the anxiety that work costs when it is done as out from ourselves. This glorious, full, blessed Christ, with all knowledge, strength, wisdom and grace is in us. We are in Him, but faith must hold fast to Him, must abide in Him, must take Him and draw upon Him every moment, and there must be no coming out to draw upon ourselves, to put forth our own energies of any kind, to assert ourselves in mind, heart, or will, spirit, soul or body. It must be Christ, and we must abide in Christ.
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